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BRIEF ESSAY 



THE NATIVE ANNALS, 



HISTORY AND TOPOGEAPHT OF IRELAND. 



AccoRDiNQ to b&tdic accounts, one of the early pagan kings 
of this country ordained, that a triennial assembly of its 
subordinate rulers and chiefs, in the nature of a Parliament, 
should be held at Tara (in the present County of Meath), 
the seat of sovereignty and legislation, where, amongst other 
matters, considered of the highest national interest, a com- 
mittee was specially appointed, and from time to time re- 
newed, whose sole business it was, to refresh the existing 
traditions of early colouiza^ons, collect the narratives of 
passing events, and perpetuate the knowledge of all, by fre- 
quently renewed intercourse and communication. Chronir 
oles and genealo^es thus collected and verified, were, there- 
upon, woven in the legends of the " Seanachie,''oryet more 
enduringly and popularly transmitted in the song and the 
music of the bard. When the light of the Gospel broke in 
upon the country, these memorials of revered adoption were 
not suffered to remain in the ehade, and, while the conti- 
nuance of such legislative conventions, as above mentioned, 
was provided for, a similar committee was constructed, at 
VOL. I. C 
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the instance of St. Patrick, as alleged in the Annak of the 
Four Masters, but with the additional, and, by reason of the 
great religious levoluljon that had taken place, the neces- 
sary duty of purifying and re-modelling what was so largely 
alloyed with Pagan ritea and maonera. This council of 
censorship consisted of three of the petty kings, three of the 
mofft respected " Seanachies" or chroniclers, St. Patrick, the 
most influential of the commission, and two other bishops 
of his ordination. The Annab of Ulster, whose authority 
is hereafter examined, suggest (ad tain. 436), that &om this 
body originated the Psalter of Tara ; the Four Masters, how- 
ever, attribute it to Cormac, King of Ireland in the third 
century. Be this as it may, the provinces, imitating tiiis 
literaiy auspice, deputed persons of their election to (ud the 
great national design, and accordingly were the Books of 
Leinster and Munster, the Annals of Ulster and Connaught, 
continued through centuries of time. With not less credi- 
table zeal, the monks adopted in their churches the example 
of the State, and each of the reli^om firatemities appointed 
their historian and scribe, fragments of whose works yet 
exist, in which the retrospective notices are avowedly de- 
rived, from such more ancient compilations as are above al- 
luded to. 

In the time of Cormac Mac Cuilenan, King and Bishop of 
Cashel, at the close of the tenth century, was drawn up by 
himself, in the native language, that collection oflrish notices, 
hence commonly called the " Paaltei of Cashel," a copy of part 
of which Dr. Nicholson mentions, as extant in an old parch- 
ment manuscript of the Bodleian Collection at Oxford ; and 
Sir James Ware says that he had in his custody some genealo- 
gical fragments taken out of the said history, in a volume 
copied, aa it appeared to him from the antiquity of the 
character, about tiirce centuries before he publishad his 
"Writers." The original, or some copy of this Psalter, ap- 
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peaTs to have been extant in Limerick in 17 12 ; at least a 
volume purporting to Kave been there transcribed (rota It in 
that year, has been, and, it is believed, still is in the Dioce- 
san Library of Caahel. — The Book of Conqueate was ^6 
next cliroDicIe of note ; an imperfect cop; of which is in Hw 
Collection at Stowe : a parchment quarto of 84 pagOidonbly 
columned. Dr. O'Conor, in his Catalogue of that Collec- 
tion, gives an interesting account of its contents ; and the 
high antiquity of the work is evidenced by its being quoted 
in Tigemach's Chronicle, as well as in the "Din-Seanchus" 
another production generally refeired to the eleventh cen- 
tury ; nor is it improbable that it, with that of Tigemach, 
were the authorities from which Giraldus derived those tra- 
ditions of the early colonization of Ireland, which he has but 
abridged in his " Topograpkia Sibemia." — Those Annals 
of Tigemach succeed to notice. He was, as before-men- 
tioned, Abbot of Clonmacnois, and is projeoted to especial 
reverence, not only as the most ancient annalist in any nor- 
tliem language, but as also so distinguiBhed by the diligence 
of his researches and &e ingenuousness of his narrative. 
He commences his work at the year 305 before the Chris- 
tian era, and concludes at A. D. 1086, when htmeelf died. 
The antiquity of his notices is beet proved by the internal 
evidence ortheir own BimpHcity ; they are a naked, honest, 
unadorned statement of iacts, communicated with veracious 
dr3niess, and only varied by notices of tiie changes of the 
weather, the appearances of the heavens, the visitation of 
epidemical complaints, and the courses of tlie crops. The 
first sentence with which, in honest candour, he commences, 
<* Omnia monumenta Scotorum antea Cimbaoth sunt incer- 
ta," has been misconstrued into an admission, that the Ldsh, 
then called Scoti, had no ancient monuments of literature ; but, 
while thiB Cimbaoth lived about the time of Alexander the 
Great, Tigemach's proposition should be construed rather as 
c2 
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resolving itself into two parts, tke one a fact, namely, that the 
Irish had such hbtorio records or monuments before the Ume 
of Cimbaoth, and the other matter of individual opinion, 
that they were of uncertun credit Imperfect copies of these 
Annals are preserved in the Bodleian Library, and in that 
of Trinity College, Dublin. 

£manBting, as this work did, from the principal of a 
great monastery, such a source wasnot novel in ecclesiasdcal 
history; Ireland, as before su^ested, had even earlier, in 
its greater establishments, chronides regularly kept by an 
officer appointed for tiiat purpose, and those compilaUona 
wbolly independent of their individual chartularies ; but, as 
might be expected, their mass of information has perished 
in the havoc of unsettled times. Some of those that sue* 
ceeded Tigemach have, however, more fortunately, al- 
though sadly mutilated, survived to assert their former 
existence ; and of these may be placed first in chronologi- 
cal order those Annals of Boyle, which are adopted as tfio 
running-text authority in the writer's " History of Ireland," 
and which shall be spoken of more parttcuUriy hereafter. — > 
Next succeed the Annals of Inisfallcn, which, with some few 
notices of Ireland before the birth of Christ, may be de- 
scribed as extending from A. D. 254, down to tlie year 
1320. The original, a vellum manuscript of 57 leaves, is in 
die Bodleian Library, and from its inspection would seem 
to have been compiled about the year 1215, and thence con- 
tinued, in different handwritings, by the successive scribes of 
that rehgious house. The three chronicles last mentioned, 
viz., those of Tigemach and Boyle, and portions of those of 
Inisfallen, have been printed, but it can scarcely be said 
published, in the late Dr. CConor's " Rerum Hibemicarum 
Scriptorei" — The Annals of Lough Ke succeed, and may 
be con»dered as a continuation of those of Boyle, and as 
connecting the events of tlie thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
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turiea, extending as they do from 1249 to 1366, and, like 
them, written partly in Latin and partly in Iiish. — The 
next compilation in the native tongue was that venerable 
repertory of Irish literature — the Book of Ballymote, now 
preserved in the Collection of the Boyal Irish Academy, a 
large folio volume, finely written, in double columns, on 
vellum of the largest nze, and originally contfuningfiSO pagee ; 
but the two first have perished. It was drawn up at difierent 
times and pUcea, and by various hands, and although much 
blended with fable, contains a vast quantity of curious matter, 
derived from long pre-existing tracts now lost. — The Book 
of Lecan, compiled at the close of the fourteenth century, is 
likewise an extendve collection of pre-existing narratives 
regarding the Irish, from the earliest period : the genealogies 
of their siunts and chieiWns, transcripts of the provincial 
chronicles, the laws, customs, and tributes of the nation, that 
curious piece of topography entitled the "Din-Seancktu," 
&c. And this book has also happily found its way to the same 
accessible repository — the Royal Irish Academy. It was 
carried to France by one of the adherents of James the 
Second, and was, after his death, lodged in the Irish Col- 
lege at Paris, where it remained until the year 1767, when 
it was restored by Doctor O'Kelly, Superior of that college, 
and deposited in its present place of custody. This book 
consisted ori^nally of 624 pages, closely written, in double 
columns, on vellum of a large size ; but at present the iust 
nine folios are deficient. — The Ulster Annals (so styled, as 
although a general history of Ireland, they more particu- 
Urly than others record the affairs of that province), are, like 
those of Tigemach, Boyle, and InisfalLen, written partly in 
Irish and partly in Latin ; they commence at the year 43 1 , 
were continued to' 1541, and are now preserved, or at least 
a conaderable portion, in what are called the Cbandos MSS. 
of the Bodleian Collection. There is also a copy, but im- 
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perfect and interpolated, in the British Museum. Theae An- 
nab of Ulster, next to Tigemach'a, are considered the most 
iaith-worthy, and were therefore edited by Dr. (yConw 
down to the year 1131 .—Another provincial history, entitled 
lihe Annals of Connaught, succeeds in "brder of time ; mad 
a fine copy of it, transcribed in 1783 &om tlie original, 
then in the possesion of the elder Doctor Charles O'Conor, 
iB in the Royal Irish Academy. It extends from 1224 to 
1544, and is the fullest chronicle of the affairs ofConnaught. 
The narrative is, in many instances, circumstantial, and the 
occurrences of the different years in every part of the pro- 
vince are, with the foundings of castles and churches, mi- 
nutely noted in chronological order. — Next may be men- 
tioned tlie Annals of Inchmacnerin, in Lough Ke; they 
commence, according to Doctor Nicholson, at the year 
1013, and end with 1S71, being possibly those in the Ma- 
nuscripts of Trinity College, which, from an erroneous state- 
ment of Dr. Todd (since retracted), was, in the first volume 
of this Work, p. 133, suggested as likely to be the Book of 
Kilronan. But the fullest* most important, interesdng, and 
general of all, and what happily are now in tmin of publica- 
tion, are the Annals of the Four Masters, eometimea called 
the Annak of Don^al, as having been written within the 
Frantnscan Friary of that ancient town, the chief seat of the 
ODonnel. Of this work it is here enough to say, that it 
commences with the year of the world 2242, according to 
Irish chronology, and closes at A. D. 1611. 

The project, however, of publishing this last^^nentioned 
muniment of national history, does not include the very ex- 
tensive portion of that work, which precedes tlie English in- 
vasion ; it has been, therefore, the dadre and object of the com- 
piler of the " History of Ireland," as pre&foiy to which theae 
pages have been drawn up, to embody the prominent events, 
as well from these, as from other accredited Irish Annalist*, 
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as far aa concurrent with those of Boyle, and thus present to 
the public the fullest native authorities for the subject down 
to the year 1245. They will be found to preserve angularly 
&itbful outlines of remote events ; undisguisedly exhibiting, 
on the one hand, the battles, feuds, and vices of the ages 
tiiey record, the rivalries of petty princes and dynasts, the 
desolating viaitations of foreign oppressors, and on die other, 
with unadorned simplicity, registering the succession of 
Hugs, bishops, abbots, scribes, bards, and sages, the found> 
ing and flourishing of schools, the care and custody of relics, 
— a " horttu riccvt" of by-gone vegetadon : and, most as- 
suredly, when examined in conjunction with the ancient laws, 
poems, and tales of the country, presenting singularly inte- 
resUng memorials of a lettered and tliinVing people, Be(duded 
from the habits of the rest of Europe, and wintered beyond 
the tropics of Roman power ; a treasure of language, man- 
ners, social intercourse, and religious rites. From those An- 
nab, laws and poems, preceding by centuries the period of 
official records, yet ever unce unalterably reiterated ; from 
the synodfl of Ireland, the decrees of her councils, the rules 
of her monks, the registries of her churches, and the lives of 
her bishops and holy men, the speaking evidences of her 
former days can alone, perhaps, be legitimately traced. 
Begardless, however, of these native authorities, the later 
historians of this country have but dipped their pens in the 
gall of its animoeities ; the devoted liegemen of a party, they 
wrote to maintain a position, and without regan^g or in- 
quiring into t^e grounds of the statements they adopted. 

The Annals of Boyle preceded the era of such &lfflfying 
influence, and, although the nearest in time of compilation 
after the English invasion and the interesting events of that 
period, they yet exhibit none of the rancorous and exciting 
S[»rit of national hostility, which too soon commenced to 
dissociate the ardent but misguided subjects of one empire. 
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The origioal of this historic work is preserved in the Gotto- 
nian Collection of Uie British Museum, a Tellum manoscript 
of 68 pages, classed there Titta, A. 25 ; and a very accu- 
iste copy on paper is bound up with other Annals and Ec- 
clesiastical Registries, in a volume of the Dublin UniverBity 
Manuscripts, classed E. 3. 2 . They commence at the ear- 
Jieat period of scriptural history, and, treating briefly of ge- 
neral history, with some few notices of Ireland interspersed, 
to the time of St. Patrick, they are, from that period, almost 
exclufflvely devoted to national events, down to the year 
1243, where tlie work cloaee. The late Doctor O'Couor, 
the Venerable Bede of his country's history, hos indeed done 
much towards re-uniting the fragments of her Chronicles to 
the period of the English invasion, in his " Rervm Hiber- 
earum Scriptoret" printed under the auspices of the late 
Marquess of Buckingham ; and wherein he not only translated 
and diligently collated these portions of the Annala before 
alluded to, but, yet more, accompanied tihem with such notes 
and illustrations as his genius, research, and learning could 
supply. In this Collection Dr. OConor includes the Annals 
of Boyle, but he has omitted that first section of its manu- 
script, which more particularly refers to general history) 
and to the afEairs of Crreece and Rome, concluding, its trans- 
cription would but weary the reader; his publication of 
them, accordingly, only commences with the year 420. 

In the " Hiatojy of Ireland," however, which is annexed 
to this Essay, all of these notices relating to that country 
are restored, and will be found running through its pages, 
like the other " Aimals" of Boyle, translated, and in a dis- 
tinguishing type. These few early notices being almost 
wholly in Latin, while those of subsequent date are printed 
in the second volume of the " Rerum Hibemicartan Sertp' 
tores," it would unnecessarily increase the expense of this 
work to repeat a text of such practicable access. 
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Haviiig thus introduced the " Annala of Boyle" to tlie 
reader, it may be asked, how this particular compilation 
came to be eelcctcd, as that, by which the course of the an- 
nexed'Histoiy was to be guided? The answer will diecloae 
some of the difficulties that works on Irish History or Anti- 
quities must as yet encounter, — a bounty can alone bring 
-them into market ; no publisher, as the author of these vo- 
lumes can testify, at least on his humble experience, will, 
or prudently could, at once indemnify the writer, and pre- 
sent such a work to the public, in a respectable form ; there 
is, consequently, no alternative lefl for one that would pro- 
secute such an object, but to claim, firom those who might 
&Tour the introduction of peaceful studies in Ireland, and 
promote its dispassionate illustration, their fud and co-opera- 
tion, at least for his mere indemnity. Having felt the ne- 
cessity of adopting this course in former works for the local 
-illustration of Ireland, the author, although the numerical 
result in these fell far short of his expectations, deterrained 
on seeking a similar guarantee for one of its general his- 
tory, and so confident was he still in the certainty of a 
vastly increased list, that he actually contemplated, as he 
then thought, tlie originalundertaking of editing the Annals 
of the Four Masters, as decidedly the most full in narrative, 
and extensive in scope of time ; fortunately, however, it 
transpired, in an interview with Messrs. Hodges and Smith, 
that they had theretofore, at their personal responsibility, 
engaged an editor and translator for thb very work, had 
incurred considerable expense in the necessary prelimina- 
ries, and were about to issue circulars (as they have since 
done), for a subscription list^ they, therefore, claimed a 
right of pre-occupation, and their wish was responded to ; 
the harvest of national literature is too heavy to justify pre- 
judicial conflict, the apprehension ought rather be, that too 
much valuable produce must perish, from the deficiency of 
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labourers to gftther it in, and, in truth, aa the price which 
these respectable publishers, vi^ the most zealous wish for 
circulation, deemed it necessary to put upon their volnmes, 
was six guineas, a private indiridu^ may congratulate him- 
self, as having escaped such serious risk in the cause of pa- 
triotism. The " Annala of Inisfallen" seemed the next best 
calculated to gratify public attention, and, although the ge- 
neral class of subscribers might be diminished, by the title 
sounding as local, yet it was thought this disadvantage could 
be coimtervailed, but of course with increased labour and 
research, by associating the Annals with a history of IniB&I- 
len and the lovely lakes of KilUmey, or even, on more ex- 
tended local encouragement, a History of Kerry, and thence 
obt«uning a considerable co-operation from resident proprie- 
tors. The individual, in rank and influence projected as 
most likely to promote this object, appeared to be the Earl 
of Kenmare, and accordingly, it was proposed, that the His- 
tory of Kerry, with a supplemental volume or volumes, 
comprising the Annals of Inis&Uen, should be undertaken, 
if his Lordship would appropriate £200 towards the outlay, 
not to be paid until the whole work was accomplished ; but 
to that communication no reply has ever since been received. 
The third, and more successful application, was submitted 
to Vbcount Lorton, in reference to the "Annala of Boyle," 
with an accompanying volume on the Statistics and History 
of the Barony of Boyle, which it was oflfered to compile, on 
an appropriation by his lordship of tOO guineas, that sum 
being, in this case, deemed a sufficient contribution, as the 
scopeofthe localmatterwas only over a barony. LordLorton'e 
answerwas immediate, not only assenting to promote the pub- 
lication, but, as some engravings of the scenery of his princely 
residence would greatly enhance the value of the work, his 
Lordship was pleased to invest £200 in bank, at the disposal 
of the author. This noble auspice was followed by an ap- 
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propriatioii of £fiO bj the late Mr. Tenison, in regard to 
the romantic scenery of Caetle Tenison, within the barony of 
Boyle (of which three engravings were to be and are given by 
the compiler), an obligation which his brother and heir. Gap- 
tain Edward King Tenison, haa once ratified and discharged. 
Mr. MuUoy of Oakport also contributed three views, and 
Mac Dennett Roe one, connected with their respecttve es- 
tales in that barony. Having thus adopted the Annals of 
Boyle, it was more than appropriate to give the iiiUest local 
illustration of the scenes in which they were compiled, and 
with much of which they were especially conversant ; nor 
can it surely be objected to, that the vignette title of the 
work exhibits the seat of its noble patron, and that an in- 
troductory volume is devoted to the statistics and history of 
one of the most picturesque baronies in Ireland, and withal, 
the land where Carolan, the justly celebrated bard, passed 
his happiest hours, and found his last home. 

It was not hastily or unadvisedly, that the work, as its 
scope had been then contemplated, was undertaken. The 
original prospectus, largely circulated, proposed only to 
print a tranedataon of the " Annals of Boyle," with notes, 
historical, topographical, and genealogical, and an introduc- 
tory history of the town of Boyle and of the interesting lo- 
calities of its barony, in one volmne, embellished with 15 
plates ; " price to subscribe™ one pound, to be paid when 
the work was announced as ready for delivery on order." 
For the work, thus limited, the appropriations above alluded 
to were, with a subscription list of 300, sufficient indemnity, 
and on that basis has the author ever signified hie readinesB 
to publish any of the extensive collection of manuscripts 
which he had amassed. When, however, the proposed mih- 
ject was more intimately examined, the Annals of Boyle, 
although their meagienesa was die best test of their antiqui^, 
were conradered too brief to afford that gratification to the 
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general reader, and tJiat impulae to national histoiy, which 
were the main object of the encouragement conceded ; it 
was, therefore, at once resolved, with great additional ta- 
hour, to snpplj the deficiencies of these Annals fmm other 
native sources, in &ct, to compile a History of Ireland for 
the period emhraced in them, vix., from the earliest time to 
the year 1245, but retun, as in distinct paragraphs and type, 
the succession of the " Annals," so that they could, at a 
glance, be selected from the iMlditional matter. It was fur- 
ther volunteered to ^ve yet more local and personal interest 
throughout Ireland, by enlai^ng and extending the Notices, 
topographical and genealo^cal, to everyplace and family that 
is mentioned in these Annals, and lastly, to purchase for the 
engravings a superior 6nish ; yet, while the work was thus 
embellished and extended into two volumes, the price to 
subscribers has, of course, remained unaltered. After such 
disinterested efforts, the compiler was vain enough to think, 
that the majority of those, whom he selected in the direc- 
tion of his numerous circulars, nobles and gentry, would, 
for the cause, not only co-operate, by pla(nng their own 
names on the subscription list, but become the centres for 
extended and effective circulation of the prospectus, yet was 
the original number so little increased, that the edition has 
been, in prudence, limited to 500 copies. It is, however, 
proudly relied upon, and gratefully acknowledged, that this 
list comprises the names of noblemen, prelates, members of 
Parliament, clei^ymen, tmd gentry, of every varied shade of 
religious and political opinions, and sincerely does the author 
hope, that they will feel satisfied with the conduct of the 
work. " I^" as he has before expressed himself, " there be 
any, who would expect or desire to see in this, or any of his 
works, a comment that could dissociate the hearts of British 
subjects, feed a prejudice or flatter a party, it b unequivocal- 
ly avowed, that, however gratifying or remunerative their 
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patronage might, under other circumatances, be, it cannot be 
purchased by a surrender of principles which have become 
unalterable rulea of action. The truth of hiatorj shall not 
be compromised ; but it is hoped, that a caudid retrospect 
upon the unhappy erroiE and feuds that have so long divided 
Ireland, the jealousies that have checked its advance in tlie 
march of nations, and the miagovemment that has recoiled 
with retarding influence on its rulers, may, on the one hand, 
happily facilitate their correction and abandonment, while, 
on the other, detaib of honourable achievement, and de- 
voted loyalty, in past times, should be the beet incentives to 
national pride and unreserved allegiance in future." The 
" History of Ireland," printed herewith, is Ae fourth historic 
work that the autlior has compiled and published within six 
years, a task which could not, of course, be accomplished in 
that interval, were it not facilitated by manuscript collec- 
tions and indexes, hereinafler detailed, the result of upwards 
of thirty years' devoted appHcalJon of study, time, and in- 
come. To gather in these from the various repositories, li- 
braricB, and public offices, has been a labour and expense 
continued and unceasing — the silent patriotism of his life. 
To facilitate the progress of such researches for others, to 
point out the respective sources whence information may be 
derived, the mass of material that has resulted in the pre- 
sent instance, and the order and classification into which 
they have been digested, will best effectuate the object of 
this little Essay. 

" The records and archives of Ireland have been &tally 
scattered J the consuming lapse of centuries has been the 
least effective of their destroyers. The Christian missiona- 
ries set the example of literary despoliation; they were in- 
defatigable in suppressing the memorials of heathenism. 
The Danes were the bitter agents of retaliation, they flung 
the torch on every monastic receptacle of literature, and 
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during their military occupation of IreUad, an interval of 
ne&rly 250 ye&rs, laboured unceasingly to accomplish that 
total annihilation of native MSS. which they subsequently 
ao effectuated in England. In the beginning of the eleventh 
century, a deplorable confiagmtion reduced to ashes the great 
Library of Armagh, the shrine of much that had escaped the 
fury of the northern invaders. The first English adventu- 
reis were scarcely less rapacious of the gleanings which their 
forerunners had overlooked; the same policy, that dictated 
the destruction of the memorials of Scotland in the reign of 
Edward the First, continued to be openly professed towards 
Ireland to the days of James. The literary spoliation, in- 
duced by the Buppresmon of the monasteries, was not less 
wantonly exercised in Ireland than in the aeter island, 
while the happy result of King Henry's appointment of 
Leland to the office of Royal Antiquary, by which so many 
valuable monuments of learning were redeemed in the latter 
country, wu not extended to the former. In the reign of 
Elizabeth, Carew and Sidney were instructed to destroy or 
carry off all the MSS. they could discover, and too effec- 
tually did they accomplish the order. The violation of 
Cromwell succeeded,— « career of slaughter, confiscation, 
and religious persecution. Two rebellions, the result of 
misguided loyalty and ill-requited enthusiasm, having in- 
volved all that was respectable in the country, were crushed 
with frightful re-action. All Ireland was, in a manner, de- 
clared forfeited to the Crown, and its ancient inhabitants 
subjected to the ruinous consequences of one parliamentary 
attainder. The victims of this fatal policy, expatriated from 
the scenes of their hereditary history, were at least eager, 
where they could, to carry with them its records and memo- 
rials ; they snatched from the libraries, and monasteries, and 
cabinets, the annals, the muniments, the title-deeds of the 
land ; they carried them as all of venerable that could then 
be saved from the desolation that rioted over their homec— 
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they treftaured them as the Penatee of their early attachment, 
and when they looked upon the mouldering fragments of 
these national documents, in the leapective lands of their 
exile, the remembrances of th.eii country were softened into 

melancholy endurance The detail of these 

literary mortalities might damp the ardour of inquiry ; even 
ihe most enthusiastic might question the authenticity of 
what could survive such a succession of hostility: much, 
faoweTcr, is yet treasured as relics amongst the Manuscripts 
of the Royal Irish Academy, thoee of Trinity College, the 
Bntish Museum, the Bodleian and Lambeth Libraries, the 
invaluable but, unhappily, leas accessible Collection at 
Stowe ; and withal in the too little investigated literary re- 
ceptacles of for^gn states and monaBteriea, the repositories of 
Copenhagen and Stockholm, the libraries of France and Ger- 
many, Spain, and those of Italy, especially that of the Vatican. 
With such of these materiab before him as he can collect, 
it will be the duty of the calm Irish hiBtorian, to take from 
fable its extravagance, to disembarrass truth from the dra- 
pery of romance, to raise the vision to a perspectiTe of ages 
when tradition held the place of history, to draw out the 
concurring testimonies of facts from songs and ballads, to 
discover the identic of biography in ^e fleeting tales of 
the bards, the adulatory genealogies of the ' Fileah', and the 
varying traditions of the ' Seanachies ;' all of which it were as 
unbecomingto receive with implicit creduUty.as to reject with 
uncompromising ecepticiBm"(a). When the materiab from 
the iiitemal sources of information, the annals, poems, laws, 
biography, tales, and genealogies of the country are ex- 
plored, there is yet much to be consulted of what may be 

(a) Dalton'a " Essay on the Ancient History, Religion, Learn- 
ing, Arts, and Government of Ireland," p. 368, &c, published aa a 
Priie Essay by the Royal Irish Academy (Trans, vol. xvi. part i.) 
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considered external evidencee — the Rolls of Parliftment, the 
ancient Statutes and decisions afl^ting Ireland, the Acta and 
orders of Council, the Tarious classes of records in the Tower 
of London ; the charters, patents, and inquisitionBin theChan- 
cery and Exchequer of Ireland; the manuscript collections 
in the Libraries of Primate Marsh, and of that most nation- 
ally serviceable, liberal, and effective institution, the Dublin 
Society ; the Bulls of the Pope§ j tlie "Acta Sanctorum" and 
moBEtatic memorials; the publications and Transactions of 
learned bodies in connexion with the subject; the exist- 
ing general and local hbtories and biographies ; the news- 
papers, journals, gazettes, magazines, and pamphlets, fixim 
^e earliest attunable periods ; state Letters, and officii cor> 
respondence ; parliamentary papers and journals. If the at- 
tention is to be further directed to literary or legal inqui- 
ries connected with local topography, as rights of manors, 
royaltiee, fisheries, lay and eccle^astical patronage ; or witK 
the history of lunilies, their honours, achievements, posses- 
sions, and pedigrees, in the former instance, in addition to 
many of Uie foregoing authorities, tour books, maps, dioce- 
san registries, plea-roIIs, and memoranda rolk in Berming- 
ham Tower, must be explored ; and in the latter, the he- 
raldic and peerage books, especially that of Lodge; the 
pleadings in Chancery and Exchequer ; the parliamentary 
writs, parochial registries, private Acts of Parliament, an- 
cient family deeds, and, in very many cases, the continental 
records of the Irish Brigade, might be effectively consulted. 
From all these sources, and from even more than are here 
enumerated, the manuscript indexes and compilations before 
alluded to, and which have &cilitated the author's pursuits, 
both legal and literary, were digested, and through these 
indexes the volumes, as well those which he has printed as 
tliose which remain unprinted, but are detailed in the fol- 
lowing catalogue, were compiled. 
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I.Imdbx, one volume folio, entitled, "AntiquariBn Dictionary," 
<k)ntBining fiiU references to the Diooesut History of Irel&nd, in 
which the Provinces and Sees are distinctly claasiBed, and their 
records and notices, villi the authoritieB, subdivided, to fitcilitate 
research, intol^al and literary notices ; with these ai^here indexed, 
similarly subdivided, the records and notices of the Counties of 
Antrim, Armagh, CbtIow, Cavon, Clare, Cork, Deny, Down, Kil- 
dare. Limerick, Meath, Tipperary, and Waterford. There are 
also arranged in ibis volume, references to the chief sources for 
information on the following, amongst many o^er subjects ; 
Absentees; Annals; Archery; Architecture; Anns and Armour; 
Arms gen^ogical and Heraldry ; Arts and Sciences ; Bards ; Ba- 
ron^^es. Knights, && ; Boroughs; Brigade Irish; Crosses; Druid- 
ism ; Ecclesiastical Biography, History, Ornaments, and Bevenues ; 
Education; Fisheries; Forfeitures andForfeited Estates; Funerals 
and Modes of Burial ; History, &c., of Ireland ; Legislation, Parlia- 
ments, &a. ; Manners and Customs ; Manufactures ; Music ; Natural 
History. Gjeneral references for Pedigrees (subdivided into legal 
and literary, and those deducible from England classed by its 
Counties); Peerage; Tithes; Topography general of Ireland, simi- 
larly subdivided. Likewise some selected references relative to 
the reigns of Charles the First, Charles the Second, and Anne, in 
Ireland; and t<) the provinces of Leinster and Munster. This 

VOL. I. d 
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Tolume closes with directions for Beuches in c«ses of title, for- 
feitures, advowsouB, pedigrees, peerages, &c, &c 

2. Indexes, three volames quarto, to nwteriftli for the pedigrees 
and memoirs of every fiunil^oftenure or Bt«tion in Ireland, giving, 
in all instances, the authorities, and comprising those of upwards 
of 2,500 surnames, and most especially oomprehensiTe on those 
of Aylmer, Baldwin, Bamewall, Barry, Bellew, Bermingham, 
Blake, Brabazon, O'Brien, Browne, Burke, Burton, Butler, 
O'Byme, Carew, Mac Carthy, Chichester, Cole, O'Ccnot, Conyng- 
ham, Courtney, Crawford, Cusack, D'Alton, D'Arcy, De 
Courcy, Delamer, Derereux, Dillon, O'Doherty, Mac Donnell, 
O'Donnel, Everard, Eustace, O'Fenal, Fitz-GenJd, Fitz-Maorice, 
Fiti-Fatrick, Fitz- William, Fleming, French, Gardiner, Grace, 
Hamilton, O'Haro, Harcoort, Herbert, Hercoi, Hill, Hussey, 
Johnstone, Jones, Kavaoagh, O'Kelly, Kennedy, De Lacy, Lam- 
bert, Leigh, Leslie, L'Eetrange, Loftus, Luttrel, Lynch, Mac 
Carthy, Mac Mahon, Mac Namara, Malone, MauderiUe, Marshall, 
Matthews, Maxwell, Meredith, Molyneux, Montgomery, Mooie, 
O'More, Nangle, O'Neill, Netterville, Neville, N^arhs, Nugent, 
Palmer, Parker, Percy, Phillips, Figot, Flnnket, Power, Preston, 
Badclifle, O'Reilly, Reynolds, Boche, Bochfort, O'Boorke, Russel, 
St. Lt^er, SsTHge, Smith, Spenser, Stafford, Stanley, Stewart, 
O'Sullivan, Swift, Sydney, Taaffe, Talbot, Taylor, Tyrrell, De 
Verdon, De Vesci, Walker, Ward, Warren, WeUesley, Wentworth, 
White, Wingfield, Wyse, Young, && These volumes have also 
compreheuslTe materials for the History of Ireland, arrsnged and 
indexed under General History before the invasion of Heniy 
the Second, and after that under the several and respective reigns 
of the English Sovereigns, and the titles of the Commonwealth, 
Cromwell, and the Pretender. They likewise contain references 
on many of the subjects enmnerated in the preceding folio volume, 
and close with coUeotions on the Law of Evidence, in Peerage 
and Pedigree caseo. 

3. Indexes, eight volumes octavo, to materials for top«^r»- 
phical illustrations of Ireland, arranged, with the authorities, in 
strict alphabetical order. These extenEive collections direct the 
inquirer to the historic associations, legal records, and statistics. 
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of every county, b«rony, and parish of Ireland, every city, bo- 
rough, town, lake, river, b«y, islsad, mountain, moor, and valley, 
every manor, castle, and scene of note; and are so alphabeted 
and arranged in the scale of civil division, that, in the aucoeaaive 
ezteniion of investigation, from the locality to the parish, — the 
barony — the county — the province in which it is situated — the 
river or bay on whicb it stande, Btc, no repetitions waste tlie 
time of inquiry. Through the references in these will be illus- 
trated any scenic attractions, local assodations, bistcric events, 
tmd records of rights, as of manor, fishery, advowsons, relating to 
the respective places; together with the clear descent or transfer 
of property. And, if the mast of materials so obtained does not 
Mtisfy th« object, far more may be yet discovered in " the topo- 
graphy general" department of the folio "Antiquarian Dictionary" 
before alluded to, and in the Pedigree Indexes, at such names aa 
the transmission of the property may Bppe»r connected with. 

4. Index, one volume thick octavo, to the chief sources for 
illustrating the general and provincial topography, with the 
anthorities. This index isdivided into five departments; the first 
for the general, the other four for the provincial, as of Leinster, 
Ulster, HoDster, and Connanght, and each of tbeae a subdivided 
into the l^al reoords, and the literary notices: the former com- 
prising contents of Charters, Patents, Inquisitions, Surveys, Ec- 
clesiastical Betums, &c., connected with the localities, the latter 
their Natural Features and History, with notes of their Agricul- 
ture, Trade, Manufactures, Local Government, Fisheries, Public 
Works and Buildings, Cluuitable Institutions, Population, && ; 
while at its close is added a very extensive glossary of ancient 
denominations, with proofs of their modem applicability. 

6. Index, one volume octavo, entitled " Geaealogia Generalis," 
containing directions for searches on family pedigrees, from the 
earliest period. After some introductory referencea for general 
investigation, this digest classes the attainable materials for its 
object, with the antborities, by periods, as under the reigns of 
the BUccessive sovereigns of England, from the Conqueror to the 
present day, with especial attention to the attainders and fiirfei- 
tuies incurred in the civil wars of Ireland. This portion of the 

d2 
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Tolome is followed by distinct classifications of (Collections, for 
more peculiarly prorincial pedigrees of Leineter, Ulster, Hunster, 
and Connaught, then of Scotch and Welch pedigrees; and lastly, 
of those of English descent, through each several county of Great 
Briton. 

6. Index, one volume octavo, entitled " Antiquarian Law," 
contuning notes of text books, and authorities in any lav cases 
connected with Churches; Dlgnitartes; Advowsons; Tithes; Cha- 
ritable Uses; Collies; Corporations; Franchises; Tolls; Markets 
and Fairs; Crown Grants; Forfeitures; Pedigrees; Peerages; Ma- 
nors; Boyalties; Sea-ahore rights; Fisheries; Water-courses; 
Ways and Ferries ; Bogs ; Commons ; and Mines ; with an " Expo- 
sition of Terms," and Points of Evidence in reference to these 
several subjects. This volume, illustrating the law in sach cases, 
as the Indexes, No. 3, do the facts. 

7- Index, one volume octavo, entitled, " Historical Researches* 
Digest," in which the materials for Irish historical works are 
classed, with the authorities, from the earliest periods to the birth 
of Christ; thence to the English invasion, and firom that event to 
the present day. 

8. Index, one volume octavo, entitled, " Miscellaneous Pedi- 
grees' Indexes," containing a mass of references for the histories 
of families, which it was intended to class off in the Indexes (No. 
2), but other occupations prevented its accomplishment. 

9. Indexes, two volumes quarto, to the materials for illustra- 
tii^ the topography of Ireland, being similar to those at No. 3, 
but not BO comprehensive. 

10. Extracts, ten volumes octavo, from MSS. in public lepo- 

VoL 1. From Trinity College Manuscript Room, from Pri- 
mate Marsh's Library, and from the Royal Dublin Society's Col- 
leclloD. In this volume are also a " List of various Localities in 
Ireland, affected by Charitable Bequests." A very full " Digest 
of the Usage of Tithes and Church Revenues in Ireland ;" and 
" Notices of the Woollen Manufacture" there. 

Vol. 2. From Primate Hareh's Library, and the " Liber 
ffitermio'." 
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VoL 3. From the Down Survey, and other Records in the 
Surrejor-Geaerol's Department. 

Vol. 4. From the British Moseam, and the Bojal Dublin 
Society. 

Vol. 5. From the Manuscripts of Trinity CJoll^e. 

Vol. 6. From the First Fruits* Office. 

Vol. 7> From Primiite Marsh's Library. This volume also 
contains full not«8 of Cromwell's Proclamations in Ireland. 

Vol. a From the Uanapec Office, the Bolls' Office, and Ber- 
mingham Tower. 

VoL 9. From the Tower of London. 

VoL 10. From the King's Inns, and the Registiy Office. 

1 1. One volume quarto, oontaining fiill notes and contents of 
sundry Charters, Patents, and Liquisitions, from the Bolls' Office ; 
with particulars of the Descent and Pedigree of the King, Malone, 
ftnd Tracy families. 

12. Two volumes octavo, " History of the County of Antrim," 
containing very full compilations of records and events, with 
references to the authorities, chronologically arranged under its 
several Baronies, Parishes, and Localities ; with notes of excur- 
sions and persoual observations throi^h the Coimty. 

13. Four volumes octavo, "MS. History of the County of 
Dublin," compilations similarly arranged with the last, and with 
additions unce the publication of the compiler's history of that 
County, 

14. Three volumes octavo, " History of the County of Gal- 
way," wi^ compilations similarly arrangeil aa those in No. 12, 
and with notes of excursions and local observations in part of the 
County. 

15. Five volumes octavo, " History of the County of Louth," 
with compilations similarly arranged, as at No. 13; notes of ex- 
cursions, and local observation throughout the whole County. [A 
portion hereof has been printed in the compiler's " History of 
Drogheda"], 

16. Five volumes octavo, " History of the County of Meath," 
with compilations similarly arranged, and notes of excursions and 
local observations in part of the County. 
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17. Three Tolomes octavo, *' Hictoty of the Connty of Boa- 
oommon," containing compilatioDa ntnilarly amnged. [A por- 
tion hereof haa been printed in the compiler's " HiaUxy of Iteland 
and AuiuIb of Boyle."] 

18. Five Tolumea octavo, " History of the County of Tippe- 
rary," with compilatious Bimilarly arranged. The two last of 
these volumes compriie the " HUtoiy of Cachd, and the Barony 
o[ MiddleHiiTd,'' and were prepared for the prew aome yean nnoa 
(reserving the resulta of local observatioit). 

19. Two volumes octavo, " Histoiy of the Connty of Wex- 
ford," with full compilatioDB umilaiiy arranged, and notes of ex- 
cursions in the County. 

20. Twovolumeeoctavo, "HiatoiyoftheCountyofWicklow," 
with full compilationB aimilaiiy arranged, and notes of excnrsioDB 
through the whole County. 

21. One volume thick octavo, " History of the County of Ar- 
magh," with full compilations similarly arranged, 

22. One volume octavo, compilations in aid of a " History of 
the County of^Carlow," comprising notes of records and events 
connected with Carlow, Leighlin, Ballyellin, and Ballymoon. 

23. One volume octavo, compilationB in aid of a " History of 
the County of Cavan," comprising similar notes of the towns of 
Cavan and Belturbet 

24. Two volumes octavo, compilations in aid of a " Histoiy of 
the County Clare," comprising similar notices as of the general 
history of that County, that of the Barony of Bunratty, and all 
its parishes and places of interest ; and many of Ennis, Killaloe, 
Kilrush, Kilkee, Holy Island, Iniscattery, Clare Castle, Conmm- 
Toe, and Cencora. 

25. Two volumes octavo, compilations in aid of a " History of 
the Connty of Cork," comprising notes of reference in r(^;ard to 
Cork, Kinsale, Mallow, Baltimore, Baadon-Bridge, Castle-Mar- 
tyr, Charleville, Doneraile, Middleton, Fermoy, Tonghal, and 
sundry other leading localities. [The materials, which have been 
oolleoted for the corporate, civil, and ecclesiastioal history of tlie 
City of Cork alone, would extend to three volumes.] 

26. One volume octavo, compilations in aid of a " History of 
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the Coun^ of Don^al, cumprising similoi Dotic«fl of Donegal, 
BslljBhannon, Eillyb^^ Johostowo, Lifford, Bspboe, tnd Euroe. 

27. One Totiune octavo, compilations in aid of a " History of 
the County of Down," oomprieing aimilar notices of Bangor, 
Dovnipatrick, Hillsborough, Killileagh, Newij, Moiro, tireen- 
CBstle, NuTow-water, Sftul, &£. 

28. One volume octavo, designed for similar compilations in 
aid of & " History of the County of Fermanagh," but only at pre- 
sent contuning notices of EnniskiUen and Devenish. 

29. One volume octavo, designed for similar compilations in 
aid of a " History of the County of Kerry," but only at present 
containing notices ofTralee, Ardfert, Costlemain, Dingle-i-CoQcb, 
and Ballybunion. 

30. Two volumes octavo, similar, but much fuller, compilations 
in aid of a " History of the County of Kildore." 

31. One volume octavo, similar aompilations in aid of a " His- 
tory of the County of Kilkenny." [The materiala, which have been 
collected for the corporate, civil, and ecclesiastical history of the 
City of Kilkenny, would fill at least two voluines.} 

32. One volnme octavo, similar compilations in aid of a " His- 
tory of the King's County." 

33. One volume octavo, similar compilations la aid of a *' His- 
tory of the County of Leitrim." 

34. One volume octavo, designed for similar compilatiolu in 
ud of a " History of the County of Limerick," but only at pre- 
sent containing notices of Limerick, Askeaton, Castleoonnel and 
Kilmallock. [The materials, collected for the deeply-intereatiog 
corporate, civil, and ecclesiastical history of the City of Limerick 
alone, would extend to three volumes.} 

36. One volume octavo, similarly dedgned, in aid of a" Hit- 
tory of the County of Londonderry," and contidning noticea of 
Londonderry, Coleraine, Newtown-Limavady, &c. [The available 
materials, for illustrating the comparatively unnoticed corporate, 
civil, and eoclemasticol annals of the historic CityofDerry, would 
alone extend to two volumes.] 

36. One volume ocUvo, similarly designed, in aid of a "History 
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oT the Cottntf of Longford," and containii^ notices of Longford, 
Granwd, Lanesborougk, khA St Johnstovn. 

37- One Tolnme octavo, ho designed, in ud of * "History of tbe 
Canntj of Mayo," and containing t>oticefl of Caatlebar, Cong, 
Mayo, Burriaiioole, and Lougb Conn. 

38. One vdume octavo, so designed, in aid of a " Histoi7 of 
the County of Monaghan," but at present only comprising notices 
of the general histoij of the coaaty, with tliat of the town ofMo- 
naghan. 

39- One volume octavo, so dengned, in aid of a " History of the 
Queen's County," and containing notices of the general history of 
that county, with others of Haiyborough, Portarlington, BaUy- 
nakiU, Dunamase, and Ldz Castle. 

40. One volmne octavo, oompilations in ud of a " History of 
the County of Sligo," comprising notices for its general history, 
and that of its chief localities. 

41. One volume octavo, deugned for similar compilations in 
aid of the " History of the County of Tyrone," and containing 
some few notices of Omagh, Stmbane, DungannoD, and Ctogfaer. 

42. One volnme octavo, compilatitms in aid of the " History of 
the County of Waterford," comprising very Aill notices of the 
City of Water&rd, and Manor of St. John, with tiiose of the 
towns of Dungarvan, KilmacthomaSgandLismore, and notes of ex- 
cursions and local observations through the county. 

43. Two volumes octavo, compilations in aid of the " History 
of the County of Weatmeath," (xmtaining notices of many of its 
leading localities, as Mullingar, Atiilone, Multiiamham, Fore, Kil- 
lare^ Tristemagh, Lynn, Usneacb, ftc. 

44. Two volumes octavo, containing very full compilations for 
a much needed "Corporate, Civil, and Ecclesiastical History 
of the City of Dublin," and of its parisbes, cathedrals, chnrches, 
castle, college, hospitals, and literary institutioDB, with the asso- 
dations and records of even its several streets, squares, quays, &g. 
[These materials would extend through, at least, three volumes.^ 

45. One volnme octavo, entitled " Tbe Course of the Shan- 
non," being a very Aill compilation in aid of a history of this 
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noble river, its sources and tribntariea, from its earlieBt springs 
to the town of Carrick, and comprising, thus fer, illustrations of its 
scenery, statistics, and historic associations, with memoirs of the 
septs and families that have flourished on its banks. This was in- 
tended aa the first volume of illustrattons, that should have fol- 
lowed the river to its mouth. 

46. Two volumes octavo, compilations for illustrating the tB' 
nous localities of Ireland, drawn up in an alphabetical arrange- 
ment, frran " Abbayfeale" to "Any." 

47- One volume octavo, cwmpilatitma to illustrate a tour through 
the Counties of Dublin, Kildare, Queen's County, Kilkenny, 
Wftterford, Wexford, and Wicklow. 

48. Three volumes octAvo, Diocesan Eeoords, in which the ec- 
clesiastical and civil histories, the valuations, visitations, and re- 
turns, the rights of ecclesiastical and lay patronage, the state of 
oonsutorial r^istries, the extent and amount of church lands, 
glebes, and tithes, are stated, with proofs, and classified under the 
reepective dioceses. 

49- One volume octavo, being a Digest of all the Funds that, 
as &r as ascertained on extensive searches, have been designed for 
any species of charitable uses in Ireland, classed under the re- 
spective counties, at the locaUties either charged therewith, or 
intended to be benefited thereby. 

50. One volume octavo, containing collections on the Poor Law 
in Ireland, its effects and defects, with modes of relieving the 
poor, according to local resources, and with aid fhnn funds here- 
tofore appropriated for their support. 

51. Two volumes quarto, enumerating the various castles, ab- 
beys, antiquities, and other scenes of interest in the several cotm- 
ties of England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, alphabetically ar- 
ranged. 

52. Three volumes quarto, compilatioDS to illustrate pedigrees 
■elected from the Indexes, No. 2, as they were desired for legal or 
literary purposes, for honours, achievements, or rights of descent, 
■ltd with notes of the authorities for each assertion. 

Vol. I, containing such notices of the families of O'Toole, 
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O'Kally, Tyirel, Lynch, O'Melaghlin. O'Donnel, Caulfield, 
Vernon, &c. 

VoL 2, siniilftroompiUtioniuidnotiaeiof the funiliw of St. 
lAwrence, Byrnfii Hoc Doonell, Hill, Boche, Malone, &c. 

Vol. 3, similar eompiktionB ftod noticea of the families of 
Brabazon, Nogent, Quin, Vesey, O'Donoghue, Byam, How- 
ard, &c. 

53- Thirty Tolmnes octavo^ Bimilar compilations for iUu^ 
trftting the histories of funiliea, with the authorities, selected ai 
the last, and for the same reasons and object; being, in truth, a 
coutinuadon of the three former, and as soch are they classed and 
arranged. 

VoL 4, contains similar compilations and notices of the fa- 
milies of De Bathe, Hudson, Johnstone, »nd Tracy. 

Vol. 6, ditto, of the families of Wyse, O'Mohony, and Craw- 
ford. 

VoL 6, ditto, of the families of EBmonde,Wellestey,£u8tace, 
Mac Mahon, and Nagent 

VoL 7, ditto, of the femilies of O'Fallon, Everard, Vaughan, 
Hacket,&c. 

Vol. 8, ditto, of the &mily of St. Lawrence ezclusiTely. 

VoL 9, ditto, of the &mily of Talbot exclusively. 

VoL 10, ditto, of the family of Vernon exclusively. 

VoL 11, ditto, of the family of Barnew«ll exclusively. 

VoL 12, ditto, of the family of D' Alton exclusively. 

Vols. 13 and 14, ditto, of the family of Malone, most fully 
and exclusively. 

VoL 15, ditto, of the Amily of Taylor exclunvely. 

Vd. 16, ditto, of the &milies of O'NeiU, Mac Donnell, Skef- 
fingtoa, O'Hara, Boyd, Adair, Mac Naghton, Mao Awley, 
Macartney, O'Cahan, Irving, Bisset, Pakenham, Heyland, 
Vanghan, Upton, &c. [This volume was chiefly compiled in 
aid of the proposed " History of the County Antrim," atiU, 
No. 12.] 

Vols. 17, 16, 19, W, 21 and 22, as yet blank. 

VoL 23, similar compilations, as before mentioned, of the 
fiunily of Hamilton exclusively. 
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VoL 24, ditto, of the bmily of Fagan exclnaively. 

Vol. 25, ditto, of the tkmily of Fiti-Pstrick esduBively. 

VoL 26, ditto, of the families of Forteacue, Rice, Browne, 
Bodkin, Brooke, Snow, Mao Mahon, O'Halloran, Sea. 

VoL 27, ditto, of the families of Tuite, Bamewall, Taaffe, 
Preston, Gernon, Nettcrville, Dowdall, D'Arcey, Plunket, Hill, 
Aytmer, Delahoyde, Segr»ve, Ball, Pepper, Bellew, Cheerera, bts. 

Vol. 28, ditto, of the &miliea of Bnmell, Vernon, Berming- 
ham, Cosack, Dardia, O'Ronrke, O'Flahertj, Llojd, Blake, and 
Lawder. 

Vol. 29, ditto, of the families of King, Molloy, Mac Dermott, 
Tenison, O'Flanagan, Kennedy, Lacy, Dc^erty, Costello, Petit, 
Keynolds, DeCourcy, &c. 

Vol. 30, ditto, of the familiee of Daly, Dod, Cogtn, Coghlan, 
Mac Carthy, O'Feml, fto. 

54, One voltune folio. History of Ireland during the Keign of 
Henry the Second. 

55, One volume folio, ditto, enlarged. 

56, 57, 58, 59, 60, and 61. Octavo volumes of farther miioel- 
laneoQB compilations in aid of Irish Historical Kesearches. 

62. One volume duodecimo, containing collections in aid of 
IriBb autiquariao researches. 

63. One volume duodecimo, references for the illustration of 
family histories, arranged by Guroames. 

64. One volame octavo, entitled " Btblialieca Literaria," being 
a dictionary cUssification of the various subjects of usual literary 
research, objects of scenery, and natural history, with references 
under each respectively to passages illustrative thereof in ap- 
proved authors, 

65. Two volumes octavo, " Catalogue BaisonnS," of all the 
works in the Colt^;e Library, of popular and general interest; 
classed under the heads of Divinity, Law, Medicine, History, 
Biography, Politics, Travels, Voyages, Geography, Antiquities, 
Poetry and Drama, Arts and Sciences, and Natural History. 

66. One volume, large folio, comprising a full list of all the out- 
lawries that issued from the King's Bench in Irdaod, for treasons, 
from l640 to 1698, alphabeUooUy arranged in columns, under 
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the respective heada of " Parties' Xamea," "Places of ResiduDce," 
" Dates of InquisitioiiB," aod " Places where hdd." 

67. Two Tolnmee quarto, Excnrsions roand Clifton and Bath, 
and in South Wales, made in 1826, and drawn up immediately 
after for the Press, but never sinoe printed. This woik, though 
of lighter literature, jet embraces, with the scenery, notes of 
antiquarian and monumental r^nains. 

68- Eight volumes octavo. Notes of other Excursions, Monu- 
mental and Antiquarian Researches, in England and Wales. 

With sundry other literary nnprinted compilations, volumes 
of excursions through Ireland; volumes of Law Common-place 
Books and Beports, &c. &c. &c. ^ comprising in the whole 200 
volumes, all of the compiler's own ooUecting and handwriting ; and 
through the &(3lities afforded hereby, has he, within the last few 
years, printed and published, on bis own risk, the following His- 
torical Works : 

" Essay on the Ancimt History, Beligion, Learning, Arts and 
Government of Ireland," [Of this work, it having been a Priie 
Essay, to which the full sum proposed, £80, was awarded, with 
the Gold Medal, the first edition has beea embodied in the TVant- 
aOioKti^the A^^/mAjJcfd/emy, vol. xvi. parti. 4to.379pagee.} 

" History of Tithes, Church Lands, and other Ecclesiastical 
Revenues in Ireland." [Now out of print] 

*' History of the County of Dublin," with " Memoirs of the 
Archbishops of Dublin," 2 vols. Royal paper. Price £2 2«. 
[Now out of print] 

"History of the County of Dublin," 1 voL octavo. 950 pages. 
Price 12«. 

" Memoirs of the Archbishops of Dublin," I vol. octrfvo. 500 
pages. Price 6t. 

" History of Drogheda, Corporate, Civil, and EcclesiasticBl. 
With a Memoir of the Dublin and Drogheda Railway." 2 vols. 
octavo, embellished with 24 engravings and maps on steel. Price 

(a) Some few rtmaining copies of th«e last norka can be had at the 
above prices, od an earl; appliuatioii to the Author. - 
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And lastly, tbe work published herevith, and now nearly oat 
of print, there being but ■very few copies disengaged, viz., " The 
History of Ireland, from the earliest period to the year 1243, 
when ' Tbe Annala of Boyle,' which are adopted as the numiug 
text authority, terminate." 



All tJiese labours have been undertaken with the object of 
promoting tbe knowledge of Ireland. Remuneration might have 
been hoped for, indenmity was alone required. To guarantee 
impartiality and calm narration, it has been the compiler's bedu- 
louB care, to withdraw himself &om theelectrituty of politics, and 
he relies, that an inspection of his productions will justify what 
many have reproached as a culpable neutrality; that inspection 
will, however, also satisfy the public, that no man, however ardent 
his inclination, and sincere his patriotism, can, in prudence, con- 
tinue the publication of such works without national or other 
liberal support, it is, therefore, with regret, that he feels himself 
compelled here to decline any further prosecution of labours, bo 
almost gratuitous, unless such sanction be afforded, necessary at 
all times for this class of works, bat more especially so, where, in 
legal parlance, the venue is laid in Ireland. 

So much has this necessity been felt by some noble and influ- 
ential individuals, that they recently, with a commendable national 
feeling, besought the Government to connect the Irish Ordnance 
Surv<^, with " Historical, Statistical, and Antiquarian re- 
searches." A committee of tbe House of Commons was thereupon 
appointed to inquire, amongst other enbjecta, on the expediency of 
such a measure, and by them accordingly were witnesses from 
Ireland examined upon that qucBtion, and inquiries directed aa to 
what works of Irish topography had been hitherto published, and 
what resources were available for their continuance. The writer 
r^rets, that, in justice to his present subject, he feels obliged to 
remark, bis attendance on this occasion was neither suggested nor 
sought, nor were his printed works, or well-known collections for 
the illustration of his country, even alluded to by the Irish wit- 
nesses. On the contrary, his " History of the County of Dub- 
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lin,^' of whicb a Urge imprewion hid drculfttod fire years pre- 
Tioutly, WM strangely omitted in « list, tb*t his own publisher 
wu requested to furnish to the Committee, ftod in which were 
to be specified all the existing histories of " Irish Localities;" 
while another witness, who was personally examined (the Ber, 
Dr. Tod(l(a)), gave it as his opinion, that " a County History 
could not be rightly compiled by an individual ;" that, in truth, 
it should be the compilation as of a joint-stock company, under 
the supervision of one staff*, or, as another of the witnesses ex- 
pressed himself, in respect to that of the Ordnance, "under the 
advantageous direction of military discipline!" The Committee 
did not, however, coincide with these views ; they knew, that, un- 
der the encouragement of individual exertions, and in the absence 
of monopoly, Ormerod's "Cheshire," Baker's " Northampton- 
shire," Clutterbuck'a "Hertfordshire," Shaw's " Stafibrdahire," 
and the histories of other counties in England, too numerous to 
mention here, have flourished and done honour to thdr authora 
and patrons. Nor are there wanting, as the writer is prepared 
to shew, materials to render those of Irish counties, certainly not 
80 replete with classic associations, but reasonably interesting in 
die peculiar political revolutions, the iamily Ticiasitudes, the 
scenery and resources of the country ; but their details cannot be 
brought out with such a mass of records, such a dignity of size, 
such an attractiveness of correct embelli^ments, such an array of 
notes and au&orities, such substantial pedigrees and valuable 

(a) Tbls gentleman has, nevertheless, since made tbe aboTe " History 
of the Conntj of DDblln" the inl^ect of nnnieTitcd and frivolous DSTila, 
bj an indiscreet appropriatioa of space in the last of the Iriih Archno- 
Ic^eal Tracts. Such comiaMtts, however, should not be reciprocated ; 
but having been ill-adTisedly pot forth in sn Irish newspaper, thej neces- 
sitated a refatation, which appeared in the Dubiiii l^eeman't Journal of 
tbe 3rd March last. Indeed the gentleman's evidence on the above-men- 
tioned Commlsdon, as printed in tbe Parliamentary Report, •olDcientl j 
testifies his aptitude to deaoonce everj antiquarian as in error, who dis- 
sents fWim his dogmas. These allusions are here intended with sinoer* 
relnctance, and oolj in setf-defence, knd deference to the influential drca- 
latioD, which the Irish ArduBological Society's Tracts should command. 
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sUtietica, u only the exclusive application of the author's time, and 
the libetal co-operation and support of a noble and wealthy reeident 
proprietary, can effectuate; where, therefore, as in Ireland, that 
support cannot be so generally obtuned, it must and should be 
extended by any goTemment, wishing to promote the arts of 
peace and the diffusion of Uteratore. To achiere these noble 
objects let its honours and rewards be directed to stimulate indi- 
Tidual exertion, impartially to encourage the interests of litera- 
ture, to aid such colleges or local authorities, as may assert a proud 
desire to trace the footsteps of history through the country of their 
fortunes and their families, and thus hallow with the eloquence 
of such intellectual associations, the lorely scenery of their native 
land ; but minons to the cause were the policy, that could seek to 
sanction combination, to incorporate monopoly, or embarrass the 
&ee course of history, by a compulsory confederacy of authors 
and subjects. With such a conviction the Committee so appointed 
ananimously negatived any advantage from connecting antiqua- 
rian and historic researches with the surveys, and certainly, if 
the " Ordnance Memoir of Londonderry," which woe published 
as an auspice of what that union could effect, were taken 
into th«r consideration, it must eminently evince, how the cir- 
culation of a scientific work of merit can be retarded by a 
partnership like this. " Such a union," said the Committee, 
"we are persuaded, would'tend but little to economy, and that 
little would, in all' probabUitj, be only attained by a sacrifice of 
accuracy and 'completeness ; it would be better not to undertake 
the investigations at all, than to ran any such risk." 

Before concluding, in reference to this Parliamentaiy Commis- 
sion, it may excite some surprise, that at this age there should be 
directed to the witnesses, in relation to the policy of publishing 
Irish Histories, such questions as " Do you suppose there are 
any parties in Ireland, with whom the study of Irish antiquities is 
unpopular?" " Do you think there is any danger, that the use 
made of Irish documents may have a tendency to revive political 
animosities?" Yet is it too tme, that from the civil wars, con- 
fiscations, and political transfers of property in Ireland, and the 
dispensations that unhappily arrayed the deadly opponents by 
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rcbgloua dietinctiona, repulsions and jealouaiea were engendurud, 
which have fatally retarded the advaaoe of the country. An 
Englishmui caonot conodve how " political animosities" could be 
reviTed, in the nineteenth centuiy, by the suggestion of what fired 
thejoung blood of the sixteenth; as well might he inherit a 
hatred to his ndghbour, because their ancestors had conflicted 
in the wars of the Roses. " The hiBt4)rian of Scottish events," 
as the writer has heret4)fore remarked, " encountav political 
jtincturea, that in their time were equally productive of national 
disunion ; but the Caledonian is Do longer exaaperated by their 
fullest details, they were the workings of a conflict gone by. The 
master spirit of their chronicles has fearlessly project«d the most 
heart-stirring conflicts of those feudal times, and his countrymen 
more than participate with the literary world in the chivsliy of 
his narrative, and the classic interest he has shed over every 
scene he touched." In Ireland, those feelings of repulsion have 
tinbappily existed within such a recent period, as to justify the 
interrogatories alluded to; but, while any possible apprehensions, 
as regards the stability of property, are morally relieved by a 
reflection on the various relations by which purchase, marriage, 
tenan^, and such interests, have consolidated the old and new 
proprietary, and yet more legally dissipated by modern enactments 
of limitation, any other fears as of " political animosity," which 
induced these remarks, may be considered ss, under the wiedom, 
power, and goodness of expectant legislation, about to be extin- 
guished for ever. 

The writer of this article has here but to add, that the indexes 
and otHupilations, of which he has given the details above, are 
open to inspection, and that he is prepared, while life, health, and 
professional avocations permit, to make them available for the ser- 
vice of his country ; if th^ are not early adopted he cannot but 
fear, that " the Catalogue" will be little mure than the bill of 
lading of a ship " that has gone down at sea." 
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THE BABONY OF BOYLE. 



Boyle, widiin whose abbey the " Annals," here 
selected for publication, were compiled, and which 
has, consequently, induced the next ensuing pages 
of introductory local notice, appears to have derived 
its appellation from the Irish radix " boilg," whose 
signification of " bubbling water" well applies to the 
rapid, rippling current, with which its river hurries 
through the town ; and that name it communicates 
to the barony, manor, and parish in which it is situ- 
ated. 

The barony, which comprises the northern part 
of the Coimty Roscommon, was defined by Straf- 
ford's Survey(a) as containing 13 parishes, subdi- 

(a) In thoB referring to Strt^ord's Survey, >t must be under- 
stood that the original surve^B and abstracts, taken b^ this talented 
despot on the Connaught InquisitiooB, perisbed in the great fiie 
of theBecord Sepositoriea, near Dublin Castle, in 1711- Copies, 
or, at least, Constats, were howerer necesBarily kept in the Bere- 
ral counties Burveyed, and their acreable returns were tradition- 
VOL. I. B 



id By Google 



vided into 434 townlands, or 41,817a. ; and, accord- 
ing to that estimate, it hae been heretofore rated for 
subsidy and cess. The Grand Jury Map, published in 
1817, laid down its contents as, in Irish measure, 
e5,137A. of arable land, 25,548a. of b(^, and 3,598a. 
covered with water ; but the recent TrigoDometrical 
Survey has, with yet more accuracy, while it adjusts 
the measurement to the present imperial standard, 
ascertained the scope of the district as 154,768a. 
1r. 3p., whereof 8,707a. 2r. 9p. are covered 
with water. Of this total tract 68,214a. 2b. 14p. 
have, by legislative authority, been portioned off 
in 1833 for the better distribution of local assess- 
ment ; and the tract, so severed, has been denomi- 
nated the barony of French-park, leaving 86,544a. 
3r. 29p. comprised in eight parishes, as the present 
extent of the now-called barony of Boyle ; and to 
this only do the following notices apply. The total 
annual value of its lands has, on the general valua- 
tion, been calculated as (exclusive of exemptions) 
£38,714 3^. 2d. This estimate was, however, taken 
for the paramount object of equitably adjusting 
county cess, and was based upon certain then stated 

ally perpetuated as tl>e scale of annual Grand Jury assessment, tt 
coarse mdispensable in Connaught, the Down SorTey having been 
only partially effectuated in that province, and Roscommon and 
Gralway whoUj excluded from it. The computations of Straf- 
ford's Surrey were therefore, ex neeetiilate, especially recognized 
by the Act of Explanation, as evidence to be adopted in places 
where the Down Surr^ had not been taken. ' 
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averages of agricultural produce exclusively. The 
total population has been returned on the last cen- 
sus as 40,129 persons, of whom the lovrer order 
chiefly communicate in the Irish language. 

The soil, though of great variety, may be gene- 
rally comprehended under two classifications ; that 
of the plain districts, whose substratum is limestone, 
varying in colour and quality, and abounding with 
petrefactioDs and madrepores ; and that of the moun- 
t£dns and their vicinities, which is based on sand- 
stone. The former, as maybe supposed, is by much 
the more fertile, forming the natural pasture for 
which this barony has been long pre-eminently cele- 
brated, more especially the pasturage in the tract 
south-east of Boyle, popularly termed the " plains of 
Boyle," though its surface is, in fact, considerably 
undulated. The only sandy land is contiguous to 
Lough Allen, where it appears to have beeg, formed 
by drifts from ihe shores of that lake. 

In the mountainy districts, dry patches covered 
with heath are occasionally found ; but the surface, 
heretofore commonly wet and ho^y, or only pro- 
ducing rushes and aquatic plants, and so character- 
ized in Weld's " Statistical Survey of the County 
Roscommon," has, in latter years, by judicious drain- 
age and the introduction of lime as a manure, been 
greatly improved ; and it but remains by a liberal 
extension of roads to encourage its cultivation, and 
iacilitate the transmission of its produce. 

The most interesting portion of this mountainous 
b2 
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character, in reference to geological formation, is 
that on the confines of Lough Allen, forming the 
celebrated coal and iron district of Arigna. The 
coal strata here are arranged with great regularity, 
rising immediately into the high flat-topped moun- 
tains, Brah-Slieve and Slieve Curkagh, which are se- 
parated by the deep and narrow valley of the Arigna. 
They dip conformably with the subjacent limestone, 
and in opposition to the southern declivity of the 
hills; but the continuity of the different beds is 
sometimes broken by faidts, producing a variation 
of level irom twenty to forty yards wide. The series 
of strata, their respective thickness, and the extent 
of the field, are subjects fully detailed in Griffith's 
" Report on the Connaught Coal District" The qua- 
lity of the coal is bituminous, emitting a thick smoke 
before it kindles, and yielding a strong heat, but 
rather a heavy earthy smell. It is, however, suffi- 
ciently well adapted for culinary or manufacturing 
purposes, and, for the object ofsmelting iron, is con- 
sidered as good as any English coal ; it also makes 
excellent coke. The most important colliery is at 
Aughabehy, on the estate of Capttun Tenison, who 
is the proprietor of others adjacent at Celtinaveena, 
Derreenavoghy, Tiillylyons, Tullyglass, and Crosa- 
hill. Others occiir, and have been worked at Rover 
and Kilvin, now the property of the Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners ; at Gubbarudda, Graignageeragh, 
and Cammock, on the estate of the Mac Dermott 
Roe; at Graig-na-clogh, held moietivelyby the Rev. 
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Mr. Coote Mulloy, and the Mac Dermott Roe ; and 
at Tullynahaw, on the estate of Mr. William Lloyd, 
of Rockville, but Bome of these are yet inaccessi- 
ble. 

In the iron district inconsiderable workings ap- 
pear to have been made at an early period of the 
eighteenth century, and continued until all supply 
of wood for the furnace was exhausted, when the 
really most important era in the mining history of 
this district may be referred to the introduction of 
the process of smelting iron with coal, and the con- 
sequent establishment of the works at Arigna, in 
1788, bythree brothers ofthe name of O'Keilly. By 
these enterprising men, who held under a demise 
from the Tenison family, buildings and machinery 
were erected ; and pit coal was, for the first time, 
used in Ireland in the smelting of iron ore, and both 
bar and pig iron of the best quality, and castings of 
every description were produced by the application 
of this usefnl improvement. Such enthusiasm as to 
its ultimate advantage was then entertained, as will 
be best evidenced by an extract irom the Dublin 
Chronicle of November, 30th, 1790. " We hear that 
the Arigna works, on the border of Lough Allen, are 
at this hour in a most prosperous state, in so much 
that it is expected, ^at, before three years more shall 
revolve, the entire provinces of Connaught and Mxm- 
ster will be hence fully supplied with iron of every 
denomination, and, when the Royal Canal shall have 
reached the Shannon, the rest of the kingdom will, 
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in all probability, be supplied with that useful metal, 
for which it appeared, on the investigation of a peti- 
tion presented to the House of Commons last ses- 
sion, there had, in the last ten years, been pud to 
Sweden and other countries the sum of five mil- 
bons sterling." The speculation, however, in con- 
sequence of tiie great expenses of bringing in the 
material and the fuel to the works, transmitting the 
iron to Dublin, and other impediments and vicis- 
. situdes, proved unsuccessful; the O'Reillys were 
obliged to assign their interest to Mr. La Touche, 
having previously borrowed from him £10,000. He 
r^umed, or rather continued the works for a short 
interval, during which, Mr. Tenison and he presented 
various petitions for pecuniary aid to the Irish Legis- 
lature, but in vain ; whereupon the operatious were 
wholly suspended, although two coal mines in the 
southern district were then open for its supply, viz. 
the Rover colliery, about a mile, and the Aughabehy, 
about three miles distant This latter is the largest, 
and in its immediate vicinity the iron works might 
have been more advantageously constructed. Mr. 
La Touche, being also discouraged, assigned his in- 
terest to a Mr. Flattery, upon whose representations, 
and on the faith of a Report upon the mineral wealth 
of this district, made by Mr. Griffith to the Royal 
Dublin Society, in 1814, and the repetition of the 
statements therein contained by that gentleman be- 
fore acommittee of the House of Commons, in 1824, 
the investment of capital was again invited to this 
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valley, and the working of its mines became an ob- 
ject of earnest speculation with several companies, 
who made the borders of Lough Alien the scene of 
revived activity and industry. 

' The Irish and Hibernian Mining Companies, with 
lai^ capital and intelligent agents, began operations 
in the moxmtains on the north side of the Aiigna 
river; but, doubts having been insinuated by the 
agents both as to the reputed extent and thickness 
of the coal strata, the Hibernian Company at once 
abandoned the speculation, as unworthy of fur^er 
attention. The Irish Mining Company, however, 
persevered, and opened several pits ; the largest of 
which, at Tullynahaw (Mr. Lloyd's), on the verge 
of this barony, was worked to advantage for a long 
time. But the body that engaged most extensively 
was the "Arigna Mining Company," formed in Lon- 
don during that speculatiDg period. They obtained 
an assignment of the original demise which Mr. La 
Touche had so acquired, and which title was con- 
firmed to him by a decree consequent upon the fore- 
closure of a mortgage; and, with the concurrence of 
Mr. Flattery, and the sanction of an Act of ParUa- 
liament { 6 Geo. IV. c xxi. ) , entered into possession of 
the premises. A colony of workmen and engineers 
was brought over from England; the works were 
restored; a blast-furnace raised; a nulroad &om the 
Aughabehy colliery constructed for a distance of 
tiiree English miles; and an adit or level opened 
from the foot of that mountain, six hundred yards 
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through, to the shaft, by means of which not onlj 
was the coal transmisaible in wagons from the 
shaft, but the water was drawn off from the pit. 
The level, where it strikes under the shall, is 
103 yards beneath the Burface of the mountain, 
and fifty yards under the coal, which is lowered 
down to it by a break. During the period be- 
tween November, 1825, and May, 1826, two hun- 
dred tons of iron were manufactured here, at an 
expense of £8 As. per ton. Remuneration was, 
however, retarded, and ultimately rendered hope- 
less, by die frequent change of managers, their utter 
disregard of the company's true interest, the exorbi- 
tant salaries to incompetent officers, and the imposi- 
tions, idleness, and inebriety of the workmen. The 
company, deterred by the expense of restoring or 
re-heating the furnaces, discontinued the smelting, 
when, finally, the concern became the subject of 
parliamenttoy investigation, and a protracted Chan- 
cery suit, during which the works were suffered to 
faU into decay, until, on a decision in Equity, the 
company entered into an arrangement with the be- 
fore-mentioned Mr. Flattery, who thereupon, in July, 
1836, recommenced tiie manufacture of pig iron and 
every other description of castings. The value, how- 
ever, of these exertions, was long deteriorated by 
reason ofthe inaccessibility of the mines, until a par- 
tial construction of roads and railways removed to a 
small extent that source of discouragement; but the 
renewal of litigation has led to a neglect of tlie 



id By Google 



THE BABONT OF BOYLE. 9 

works and machinery; and their total abandonment 
in latter years has induced a proportionate neglect 
of the coUieriea. The place of Mr. Flattery's opera- 
tions was near the shore of Lough Allen, on the 
southern bank of the Arigna river, within nine miles 
of Cairick-on-Shannon, where the royalties chiefly 
belong to Captain Tenison. It is more particularly 
noticed hereafter in the parochial account of Kilro- 
nan, where an engraving of the scene is introduced. 
Of the mountains of iJiis barony, those in the iron 
and coal dUtrict are the highest, indeed the highest 
within the county of Roscommon. Brah Slieve is 
considered to be about 1100 feet above the level 
of the valley at its base ; while Slieve Curkagh, 
on the northern and opposite side, seems yet more 
elevated. (" Sliabh" it may be here observed, signi- 
fies, in the Irish language, an eminence of more than 
ordinary elevation). A portion of the "Curlew 
Mountains," as they are called on the very earliest 
maps, is included in this barony on its north-western 
confines. These latter hills appear from the town of 
Boyle in full view, rising from the opposite side of a 
valley at the distance of about a mile ; their height 
is not considerable ; and, as every part of their sur- 
face is applicable to tillage, pasturage, or planting, 
houses may be observed gathering far' up their sides, 
and cultivation, under the encouragement given by 
its noble landlord, is rapidly approaching the veiy 
crest of the hill. That crest is in some places so 
narrow, that, after looking down from the one 



id By Google 



10 STATISTlCft 

side upon Loughs Arrow and Gara, with a fine per- 
spective of the-hills of Enocknaree and Benbulbeo, 
in the county of Sligo, an equally interesting view 
may be obtained on the other of KocMngham, 
Loughs Ke, Skean, and Meelagh, and the fine emi- 
nence of Slieve Ban in that of Koscommon, with 
breaks of the Shannon opening through more dis- 
tant vistas. 

Of the internal lakes of this barony, the largest 
and most beautiful is Lough Ee(a), now more gene- 
rally known by the name of Kockingham Lake, irom 
the seat of Viscount Lorton on its southern shore, 
and the demesne, within whose extent it is almost 
entirely enclosed. Receiving the surplus waters of 
Lough Gara close to the town of Boyle, it fills the 
bottom of a gentle vaUey, of nearly a circular form, 
measuring in diameter upwards of three English 
miles, with a summer level above the sea, at low 
water, of 139 feet, and a winter of 144. The 
shores at north and west, under the Curlew moun- 
tains, are rocky, and in their whole circiut are varied 
by bays and inlets, while the abundance and beauty 
of its islands impart softness and repose to the en* 
chanting scenery that surrounds it. Nearly twenty 
of these islands are laid down in the county map ; 
And their names, as Caetle, Church, Trinity, House, 
Hermit, Green, Orchard, Stag, Hog, Bullock islands, 

(a) Loogh Ce would be more correct orthography, &s there is 
no " K" in IrUh, but might mislead pronunciation. 
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&c., suggest their quality and appropriation, but the 
detail of their respective attractions and objects of 
interest, is postponed to the subsequent description 
of Rockingham ; and, for the present, the reader is 
referred to the drawing taken for this work from the 
Rock of Doon, the most commanding position for 
exhibiting their extent To the north of Lough Ee 
are the smaller lakes called Lough Skean (i. e. the 
lake of wings, a name which appears to have been 
given, like that of Lough Skian, near the Tay in 
Scotland, by reason of its shape somewhat resem- 
bling a kite on wing) and Lough Meelagh, both 
abounding with pike. The latter, which is particu- 
larly picturesque, covers an extent of upwards of 
three hundred acres, borders the demesne of Kilro- 
nan Castle and Enockrany, and washes the margin 
of the cemetery of the venerable church of Kilronan. 
Besides these larger lakes of the barony are Cama- 
carta, Loughankedy, Derrywanna, and Loughan- 
grania, in the pariah of Boyle; Blacklough and 
Denynasallagh ("the lake of the willow wood"), 
in that of Eilbryan; Loughnagalliah (" the lake of 
the old women," from a nunnery that, according to 
tradition, once existed on its shore), Lough-na 
Sheidh ("the lake of the fairies"), and Ciilbalkeu 
(that " of the hazel spot"), in Kilronan parish ; the 
two former communicating with the Shannon: Oak- 
port, Finlough ("lake of the limpid water"), Der- 
reen (that "of the little oak wood), Drumcunny 
(said to be derived from Dochonna, whom St Co- 
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lumba placed as abbot over the monastery of Eas- 
mac-neirc, as hereinafter mentioned), Laundry (" the 
bright lake"), Behy (" lake of birches"), Lough 
Keel ("the lonely lake"), and Lough-na-Seer 
(" lake of the artists"), in the parish of Ardcame ; 
Shan-bally-bawn ("lake of the old white town"), 
and Drumdoe ("lake of the ridgy black banks"), in 
Tumna parish; Cavetown, Clogher ("of the stony 
land"), and Treenamarley (" field of rich clay"), 
in Estersnow ; and Canbo (" the cow's head"), Cor- 
bally ("crane's town"), Lisdaly ("Dal/a fort"), 
and Ballinvilla, in the parish of Eillumod. 

Larger lakes, than any of those enclosed within 
the barony, adjoin and bound it, and are partly for 
civil purposes accounted within it ; such are Lough 
Allen, Lough Gara, and Lough Arrow, which, there- 
fore, demand some notice here. Lough Allen is 
the first great expanse of the River Shannon, if in- 
deed this beautiful sheet of water should be classed 
in such a dependency. It is certainly the first re- 
servoir, into which that river throws itself ; but it 
also receives from tiie mountains various tributary 
streams, that, in flood time, bring down in tteir ag- 
gregate probably as much water as the Shannon 
itself. It is upwards of thirty miles in circumfe- 
rence, extending about eight in length, while its 
average breadth is somewhat more than two. In 
many places unfethomably deep, it is subject to fre- 
quent boisterous agitations, the summer level above 
the sea being estimated as 159 feet, the winter as 
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163. It may be said to be bounded on each side 
by mountains, steep, but not precipitous, several 
parts of their bases affording slopes with tolerable soiL 
On its north-eastern shore rises the noble eminence 
of Slieve-an-Iaran (the hill of iron), while on its 
south-western, within this barony, are, near Mount 
Allen, some plantations that pleasingly diversify the 
landscape. Within this sheet of water are Drumman's 
island, Corry island, that of Inse, where are the ruins 
of a church, whose grave-yard has been long a popular 
burial place ; and another, situated near the exdt of 
the Shannon, called O'Reilly's island. This fine 
sheet (which derives its epithet " Allen," from the 
clearness of its water, a name, for the same reason, 
given to several rivers of England, Scotland, and 
Wales), is yet untracked by any species of commerce. 
— Lough Gara, at low water, is 222 feet above the 
level of the sea, and covers nearly 5000 acres of pre- 
sent statute measure, being indented on its eastern 
side in numerous deep and narrow bays, between 
which there are corresponding long promontories, 
consisting of ridges of limestone. The "vast head of 
water, which it affords at so considerable an eleva- 
tion, would be a noble supply for a canal, if it were 
ever deemed expedient to cut one through this part 
of the country. The islands of this lake are, Inch- 
more, Derrymore, and Inchnageera, with two small, 
called Crow and Eagle islands. The Gillaroo, or 
Gizard trout, is said to be caught in this water, and 
its eels are accounted remarkably fine; while it is 
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not to be forgotten, that one of those ancient cause- 
wajB, which are yet traceable in Ireland, is said to 
be discoverable, stretching across this lake, and con- 
structed, according to tradition, by a Lord of Moy- 
Gara,to afford facility of intercourse with the opposite 
shore, when precluded through Moylurg. — Lough 
Arrow ("the straight lake"), a small portion of which 
is accounted in the pariah of Kill-bryan, is, at low 
water, 181 feet above the level of the eea. It is about 
eight miles in length, of a very irregular form, but 
in all its varieties picturesque and fidl of islands, the 
chief of which are, Innismore, Innisbeg, and Annagb- 
gowla. The charms ofthis water are much enhanced 
by the fine mountain plantations of Corrig-a-horna, 
and the scenic attractions of HoUybrook, the seat of 
Mr. FfoUiot, one of the present representatives for 
the county Sligo. This place is beautifully situated 
between the mountain and the lake, and on the op- 
posite shore isKingsborough, from which the nephew 
of Viscount Lorton derives a title of the same rank. 
Lough Arrow, it is to be remarked, affords in April 
and May, by far the best trout fishing in this vici- 
nity. 

The only extensive bog in the barony of Boyle 
was on the Coote-hall estate, large portions of which 
have been in latter years reclaimed Many minor 
patches may be still found within this barony, to 
which cultivation has not yet been thoroughly ex- 
tended, as on the western bank of the Shannon 
south of Lough Allen, also between Eilronan Castle 
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and Crossna, in the circuit of Ballyfennoyle, and in 
the low grounds about Lough Ke ; but these parcels 
likewise are all now in a state of progressive im- 
provement. 

Three rivers wander through the barony, the 
Boyle, the Arigna, and the Feorish, each merging 
in one common goal, the Shannon ; but respectively 
distinguishable in their courses by peculiar attri- 
butes ; the first, by the exceeding beauty of the 
scenery through which it passes; the second, by 
the wildness of its banks and ravines, and the wintry 
violence of its career; and the third, by its seques- 
tered haunts and peaceful ciirrent The river of 
Boyle, sometimes called Uie Gara river, as taking 
its soiu'ce &om that noble reservoir, dischai^e the 
superfluous waters of Lough Gara with a rapid de- 
scent of current, especially when swollen by floods ; 
running beside Tevannagh, the Druid altar of Bally- 
namultagh, the gentle promontory and weir of Tin- 
necarra, the ravine and overhanging cemetery of old 
Isselyn, the chapel, manor-house, town, pleasure- 
ground and abbey of Boyle, the church and caves 
of Drum, into Lough Ke. Emerging thence, aug- 
mented by streams fi'om the Curlew mountains, this 
picturesque river leads its tributary waters south- 
eastward. From Lough Ee it is for a short distance 
navigaWe for row beats, or small craft ; but below 
Knockvicar bridge, and again below the upper 
lough of Oakport, near Coote-hall, it is singular to 
observe how the only vent for two great lakes is 
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contracted to a mere rippling rivulet As if, how- 
ever, weaiy and impatient of restraint, it throws 
itself out, or otherwise expands into those charming 
sheets, that constitute the upper and lower loughs of 
Oakport, and the wide and irregular polygon of 
water that surrounds Inchatyra, and washing the 
ruins of Eilleen church at north, and those of 
Tumna at south, flows into the Shannon a litUe 
above the thriving town of Carrick. The abbots of 
Boyle had once no less than twenty-four eel-weire 
at stated places on this stream. It also abounds 
with trout, perch, and a small kind of red-fleshed 
sprat, said to be peculiar to itself, much esteemed, 
and formerly caught in great abundance in the sum- 
mer season, but now more rarely met with. The 
improvement of this river to Lough Gara, would 
make it the chief feeder of the traffic of the upper 
Shannon; it would seem, however, that it is de- 
signed to terminate the extent of the projected 
navigation of this arm, at a point about a mile 
east of Boyle, but possibly a continuance by canal 
may be in ulterior contemplation. — The Arigna 
river, before alluded to, takes its rise on the con- 
terminous boundary of Leitrim and Sligo coimties, 
deriving its first waters from both sides; hence 
it enters that of Koscommon, and, running with rapid 
current and considerable &lls through the valley that 
divides the north coal field from the iron works, in- 
creased in winter by numerous tributary cataracts, 
formerly met the Shannon, over a winding and ob- 
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Btructed channel, at BaUmtra, which always in win- 
ter caused a heavy head of water, and an overflow 
of the adjacent lands. This periodical visitation ia 
now, however, in a great measure removed by an ar- 
tificial straight channel, which guides its current 
directly into Lough Allen, while a dam or weir 
across the exit of the Shannon is constructed, to 
m^ntain the waters of the lake in a prescribed 
level, or only permit such an overflow, as must at 
times occur, to throw itself off without comparative 
injury. — The third river alluded to, the Feoriah, is 
so called as taking its rise from " a spring well" 
in the county Sligo, whence it enters this barony 
above Ballyfamon, and flowing by the demesne of 
Alderford, leaves Lough Skean at south, and Lough 
Meelagh at north, whence, by Knockranny, and by 
the wood of Berreenargan, it empties itself into the 
Shannon, near where that river issues from Lough 
Allen. Through all the graceful windings of its 
course it affords to the angler excellent diversion, and, 
although it constitutes neither a county nor a barony 
boundary, it separates here the diocese of Ardagh 
from that of Elphin. 

To theae notices of the rivers of the interior it 
must be added, that the lordly Shannon is not only 
the magnificent boundary of the barony of Boyle, 
on its whole eastern side, dividing it from the barony 
and county of Leitrim, but, yet more, has been for 
centuries the acknowledged, as it was ever the natu- 
ral, barrier between the province of Connaught and 
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the other three. Having progressed through Lough 
Allen, as before suggested, it steals forth a smjjl, 
and, as it would seem, insufficient, embouchure, for 
the discharge of that vast reservoir, while its free 
escape was heretofore yet further retarded by eel- 
weirs, and on the marshy flats by a thick vegetation 
of rushes. It passes hence by the Leitrim parish of 
Drumherriff, and rushes with considerable force im- 
der the six arches that give Dame to Battle-Bridge, 
but, at a very short distance below that, assimies an 
even surface, rolling in a slow, and seemingly deep, 
stream, between banks of clay ; and the obstacles, 
that arise to its navigation from the lake, being ob- 
viated by a canal, which is carried at the Leitrim 
side, and here iinites with the Shannon, the river is 
itself traversable for boats of burden, without inter- 
ruption, thence to the canal near Jamestown. Leaving 
Battle-Bridge, it glides in the immediate vicinity of 
the town of Leitrim, where it is joined by a small 
stream, and flowing by Cloonfad, receives the waters 
of the river of Boyle, and glides by Carrick, out of 
the barony under consideration. No one, however, 
can look upon this lovely river, upon the " Shan- 
non's flowery banks," as Carolan sings of it at this 
same point of observation, without wonder and re- 
gret, that its attractions have been so long shghted. 
Winding through noble lakes, and embracing innu- 
merable islands covered with historic architecture, 
it runs a course of 234 miles, receiving upwards 
of 30 rivers and 45 lesser streams, traversing the 
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heart of the island, and thus offering the advantages 
of double that length of coast, yet neither its beau- 
ties nor ita resources engaged the attention of the 
tourist, the historian((i), the philosopher, or the po- 
litical economist In the remote ages it was but as 
a mighty fosse, interposed by nature against the 
hostility of contiguous petty governments; after the 
English invasion it was for centurieB the termiaator 
of their le^sladon and authority ; in the civil wars, 
that devastated the other provinces, that beyond the 
Shannon was by national hostility marked out as the 
only asylum for the infatuated, but chivalrous, ad- 
herents of the Stuart dynasty, — ^the only wild waste 
that no conqueror coveted During the ages of Ire- 
land's distinct parliamenta^ assemblies, scarcely any 
measure was effectuated for the navigation of the 
Shannon ; not a sail or boat was to be seen upon 
its waters ; no development of its utilities ; no grate- 

(a) Some years since, the Anthor of this work collected from 
liis manuacripts the materials for a ■very tuR " History of the 
Course of the Shamion, and its Tributaries," &om their earliest 
springs to the sea; illustrating the scenery, statistics, and histo- 
rical associations of all their localities, with memoirs of the septs 
aad families thatbave flourished on their banks; but> as the sub- 
ject would occupy three volumes, and should be embellished vrith 
numerous engrsTinga and woodcuts, its publication was in pru- 
dence declined, even by one who has devoted so much to the cause 
of Irish literature ; and a work which he, perhaps presumptuously, 
hoped would, as likely to promote that object, be encouraged by 
national and individoal co-operation, has been consigned to the 
compuiionship of similar unedited manuscripts. 

c2 
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fill results of industry or expenditure ; no roads or 
approaches introduced its havens and creeks to the 
interior, it flowed unheeded, and worse than unpro- 
ductive ; and it is only now, when a power superior 
to that of water is ahout to supersede much of its be- 
nefits, that some efforts are called into actioD for its 
improvement Upwards of £10,000 has been already 
levied off the County of Roscommon to facilitate its 
navigation, of which £1,400 was assessed and raised 
off this barony of Boyle, being about Is. 2d. per 
acre, while it is yet proposed to levy off this county 
£48,803 additional ; and, although the portion of its 
course here alluded to has yet little benefited by 
the assessment, it must be admitted, that in its 
southward section immense boulders have been 
raised from all pails of the channel, bridges con- 
structed, beacons and light-houses erected, and the 
foundation laid for a rich and lucrative agricultural 
traflSc by the port of Limerick. 

The other objects of interest in this barony will 
be found noticed under the titles of the eight res- 
pective parishes which it contains, viz., Boyle, Ester- 
snow, Eillumod, Eilluken, Ardcame, Tumna, Kill- 
biyan, and Kilronan. 

THE PABISH OF BOTLE ALIAS ISSELTN. 

The union, in which this parish is situated, extends 
over 37,196a. 2b. 30p., comprising in one benefice 
its vicarage, with those of Kilnamanagh, in the ba- 
rony of Frenchpark, and Ahanagh, in the barony of 
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TTTaghrill. The entire rent-ch&rge of the latter, 
£38 per aDnum, is appropriated to the payment of 
a curate for said parish, the deficiency of whose 
salary is contributed by the Curates' Aid Society. 
The yearly income of the vicar of the union, from 
the other two parishes, is about jC200, between the 
rent-charge and the benefit of two glebes, total 
35a. 3b. 17p. according to the Ordnance Survey. 
The right of patronage is in the Diocesan, but the 
rectorial tithes are impropriate, those of this parish 
being vested in Lord Lorton. The incumbent has 
a glebe-house in the town of Boyle, with three roods 
of ground annexed. In the Roman Catholic arrange- 
ment the parishes of Boyle and Killbiyan form a dis- 
tinct union. The acreable contents of this are, ac- 
cording to the Trigonometrical Survey, 20,736a. 
2e. 21p., of which 1,252a. 3e. 38f. are covered with 
water. The General Valuation estimates the lands 
in the parish as of the total annual value of 
£8,900 15s. 7d., basing their calculations on data 
before alluded to, ante, p. 2, but this scale was for 
its objects so low, as generally not to exceed two- 
thirds of the ordinary letting price, on a calcu- 
lation of better interest to the tenant, than, unfortu- 
nately, in most parts of Ireland the landlords, how- 
ever inclined, are by their own re^pMwibUitiea per- 
mitted to aflbrd. 

The townlands, into which the parish is appor- 
tioned, are sixfy-eight in number, fifty-seven of which 
(upwardsof 17,000 acres) forma part of the estates of 
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Viscount Lorton, and these display throughout that 
husbandman-like and tasteful cultivation, which it is 
his Lordship's zealous study to extend and encourage, 
and which his constant residence in the centre of 
this territory enables him to nurture and matiire. 
The roads are margined, and the farms, to a great 
extent, belted, with plantations ; the tenant, where 
this improvement is sought over previously demised 
lands, willingly conceding such boundaries for the 
shelter and shade, the proportionate abatement of 
rent, and the exclusive benefit of the grove graB8(a). 
There is no common in the whole parish, and the 
several occupiers, where they are tenants by direct 
demise from his Lordship, hold at an average rent 
of about 15s. per acre, in the ordinary class of 
ground ; £1 5s. on the " plains of Boyle," and 
£2 10s. for town parks. The rents are necessarily 
higher where the occupier's title is derivative, and 
conacres prevail very much, bringing from £5 to £9 
per acre. Cabins without land, in such cases, are 
let for £2 per annum, and with a rood of land an- 
nexed, for three guineas. The term which Lord 
Lorton gives, in agricultural leases, is usually for the 
tenant's life, or twenty-one years ; but, where the les- 
see covenants to build (which his Lordship prefers), 
tiiat interest is extended to three lives, or thirty- 

(o) It may be notioed, that, in ancient Irish topographical 
poems, Boyle is moat freqaentlj designated with an epithet ez- 
preniTe of ita wooded appearance, " Bileoffaid." 
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one years, with a reversion of one life, to be there- 
after named, or twenty-one, and in some cases 
thirty-one years, from the expiration of the first 
term; while he also abates the rent in the proportion 
of three per cent, on the amount of the tenant's ac- 
tual expenditure. The population of this parish was 
returned in 1821 as (exclusive of the town) 7,774' 
persons, increased in the census of 1831 to 9,164 ; 
and on the recent occasion, to 9,356 ; while that of 
the town (calculated as 2,000 in 1784), was stated 
in 1821 as 3,407, inhabiting 467 houses; in 1831, 
3,433, in 495 ; and in 1841, 3,235, the houses being 
numbered as 536 : the proportion of Eoman Catho- 
hcs to the members of the EstabUshed Church, has 
been laid down, on a review of the census of 1831, 
as ten to one ; while the classification of the last 
states 552, of the total population, as engaged in ma- 
nufactures or trade. 

The town of Boyle is situated eighty-five Irish 
miles from Dublin, at each side of the river before 
mentioned. Its moieties, thus apportioned, slope 
down precipitate descents to the vrater, and are con- 
nected by two bridges hereafter mentioned. The 
oldest and principal part of the town stands on the 
north side of the river, the main street of which, 
from the older bridge to the church, was originally 
the steep line of the Sligo road. This section con- 
tains several very good houses, together with the 
church, the chapel, the barracfa, &c.; that on the 
south side of the river comprises the greater number 
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of the new built dwellings, and eapeciall^r on its 
summit a crescent of two-storied private houses, the 
rent of which varies from £15 to £20 per annum. 
HI selected as was the site of the town, and inconve- 
nient and unpleaaing as is the arrangement of its 
streets, it is subject to yet another greater objection, 
but one of too general occurrence in Irish towns, — 
the mixture of mean houses with those of a better 
description: an unsightliness, that would have long 
since ceased, and the town been fashioned into bet- 
ter order and &irer architectural disposition, were 
it not that a great part is held under old leases, over 
which Lord Lorton, the proprietor, has no control, 
and where, without re-purchasing the lessees' inte- 
rests at their own estimate, the practical benefits, so 
visibly dispensed around, cannot here be exercised. 
The expenses of cleansing the town are deirayed by 
his Lordship, but as yet it is neither paved, lighted, 
nor watahed. Its present trade consists chiefly in 
the retail of hard and soft wares, groceries, drugs, 
com, butter, and other provisions, as well aa articles 
of clothing, and household utensils for the vicinity. 
The linen market was formerly very considerable, 
as was its manufecture in the neighbourhood; but its 
sale, as well as that of &ieze and flannel, has of late, 
as in other places, much diminished. A good and 
weU-supphed weekly market is held on Saturdays, 
for the sale of meat, potatoes, meal, and but.ter, 
within an enclosure at the north-western side of the 
bridge, erected by Lord Lorton. The town is also 
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generally well supplied with river, and sometimes 
with sea fish ; vegetables and turf are hawked through 
the Btreete, and ass-loads of coal, bought at the Augh- 
abehy pit at 3rf. each, are sold here for Is. The inhabi- 
tants have also excellent river and spring water. 
Nine fairs are held annually, viz., on 6th March, 
3rd April, 9tb and 30th May, 9th and 25th July, 
16th August, lat October, and 25th November, with 
tolls and customs; but all right to toils on mar- 
ket days was relinquished by the proprietor, for 
the ease and encouragement of his Lordship's te- 
nantry. The commercial relations of the people are 
aided by the establishment of a branch of the Na- . 
tional Bank in the town, with the accession of the 
Sligo and Athlone branches of the Provincial Bank. 
There are also a Savings' Bank and a Charitable 
Loan Fund Society held at the Post Office, while, for 
the literary and political gratification of the neigh- 
bourhood, a weekly Gazette is published here ; mail 
and day coaches, public caravans and cars, pass daily 
from or through the town, and inns and places of 
entertainment are opened to suit the various grades 
of travellers, while pubHc-houses, though now less 
numerous than heretofore, stiU exist to an extent in- 
jurious to the health, morals, and interests of the 
lower classes. , 

At a considerable height, on the ascent, but below 
the crest of the northern hill, stands the church of 
Boyle, a sufficiently spacious building, with a square 
steeple, battlemented at top. It was erected originally 
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in 1770, and since repaired and enlarged by «dd of a 
loan of £1,000 from the late Board of First Fruits 
in 1818, with other local contributions, and yet fiir- 
ther by a recent grant of £182 from the EccleBiaati- 
cal Commissioners. It is resorted to by, and was origi- 
nallydesigned for extending its accommodation to the 
parishioners of Aghanagh, in the County Sligo, and 
is accordingly attended, on days of service, by a con- 
gregation of respectable persons, averaging in num- 
ber about 400 ; but the building could contain many 
more. Within it are several mural monuments, and 
funereal slabs ; one at right of the communion-table, 
to the memory of the justly-revered Edward, Earl of 
Kingston (grandfather of Lord Lorton), who died in 
1797, and his lady, Jane, Countess of Kingston, 
who died in 1784. This monument was erected, as 
is stated thereon, by their daughters, Jane, Vis- 
countess of Oxmantown, and Lady Elinor King. 
Opposite is a small flag, to the memory of Lieutenant 
Arnold, of the 34th regiment (who died in 1833), 
erected by his brother officer. At left of the com- 
munion-table, a mural slab of white marble comme- 
morates the Reverend John Henry Grouldsbury, a 
resident of Boyle for sixty-one years, and who died 
thereonthel3thA\igust,1831,inthe85thyearofhis 
age. This monument, it is stated, was erected by the 
widow of his nephew, John Henry North, Esq., M. P., 
and in compliance with his intention. Near this is 
a similar marble slab to Thomasine, daughter of John 
Meares, and wife of the said Rev. J. H. Gouldsbuiy, 
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who died in 1810. On the side of the aisle is a marble 
slab, conunemorative of LieutenantCoIoiiel Redmond 
Bany, of Ballyclough, County Cork, who died at Boyle 
inl812, erected by his brother officers; and a small 
black one to Hospital Sergeant Le Febre, who died 
in 1813. Inserted in the^wall outside are slabs to 
John Pritchard, ob. 1781, and his wife, ob. 1797 ; 
to Jane Bea, ob. 1803 ; to the Dingwell family, fix)m 
1776 ; and a fourth to Edward Bruen, of Boyle, ob. 
1806. Under the church is the burial vault of the 
King family. 

The churchyard, having been only opened in 1 7 74, 
previous to which year Isselyn was the parochial ce- 
metery, contains no ancient memorials. Within it, 
however, have been since raised, at difierent intervals, 
monuments to the following persons, inscribed with 
the dates of their respective obits : Alderman Phi- 
lip Allen, of Cork, 1808.— John Armstrong, 1803. 
— Francis Armstrong, 1813.— John Bell, 1838, 
and his family. — Mrs. Jtme Brommell, 1831. — Reve- 
rend John Byrne, Vicar ofKilcorky, 1774, "the 
first person interred in this churchyard." — Wilham 
Cranston, 1821.— Stephen Crofts, 1794. — Mrs. Mar- 
garet Mac Dermott, wife of Terence Mac Dermott, 
1831. — John Edmondson, ob. 1811, aged 17, being 
"the son of Allen Edmondson, ofKeighley, County 
Tork, for thirty years a resident of Boyle." — The 
femily of Captain Farewell, of the 19th Regiment — 
Vault for the family of John Freeman. — John Free- 
man, 1806, and his son, 1816. — Vault for the family 
of Pry, of Fry-brook. — Mrs. Fry, 1796. — Reverend 
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Alexander Gouldabury. — Mrs. Gouldebury, 1810.— 
Keverend Thomas Hackett, 1841.— A railed enclo- 
sure and monument to the Hall femily. — Mra. Eli- 
zabeth Hyland, 1829.— John Irwin, 1791.— A railed 
enclosure and monument to the family of Capt Lau- 
rell, of the 64th Kegiment. — ^Monuments to Lennon 
family, from 1806. — Mrs. Helen Lockhart, of Boyle, 
1797._Mi8s Elizabeth Lockhart, 1836.— Margaret 
Lyster, 1802— Rev. Stephen Lyster, 1828.— Rev. Ar- 
thur Mahon, of Cavetown, 1788. — Mr. James Pea- 
cock, "MethodistPreacher," 1841. — Captain William 
Periy, 1809. — John Purdue, 1817. — Benjamin Rea, 
1821, and his family. — Vault for the family of Cap- 
tain Caleb Robertson. — Captain John Robertson, ob. 
1837. — ^Major Noah Simpson, of the Slst regiment, 
1791. — Mary Simpson, altos Pbibbs, wife of Robert 
Simpson, 1792.— Robert Simpson, ofBoyle, 1797. — 
Letitia Smallman, alias Craddock, 1812. — Frances 
Strong, alias Lockhart, 1817. — Lieutenant Charles 
Venter, of the North Cork Militia, 1797. — James 
Watson. 1809. — Mrs. Watson, 1813. — Captain Wil- 
liam West, of the Boyle Yeomanry, 1811, erected by 
his brother, Edward West, Esq., of the city of Lon- 
don. — James Woodroffe, 1837, &c., &c. This grave- 
yard, slanting down the eastern face of the hill, com- 
mands a delightful view of the windings of the Boyle 
river, the expanse of Lough Ke, and its lovely is- 
lands, the church of Ardcame, &c. — The church 
registry has not been regularly kept or preserved, 
and in its present state only commences with 1793, 
and even thence is irregular and defective. 
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Between the church and the river, in the valley 
of the town, is a chapel of ease, if it may be so termed, 
■ erected by Lord Lorton for the convenience of the 
town's-people in winter, when attending service on 
the height, which the regular church occupies, would 
be impracticable for the old and sickly. Adjoining 
tJiis chapel is an infant girls' school, supported by 
his Lordship, opposite which is the glebe-house before 
alluded to. There is also in this northern portion of 
the town a very plain Roman Catholic chapel, the 
interior of which is surrounded with a deep gallery, 
and over the altar is a good painting of the " taking 
down firom the Cross." Two other Roman Catholic 
chapels occur in the parish, one on the townland of 
Muckmoyne, and the other on Aghacarra, alias Car- 
rigeeo Roe, at the northern extremity of the Rock- 
ingham lake. Behind the chapel of Boyle is a Na- 
tional School, where 334 boys and 210 girls now 
receive instruction; another, attached to the Poor 
House, gave education in the last year to 198, as did 
four others within the parish, at Deerpark, Doon, 
Enockarush, and Erris, to 151, 144, 185, and 97 
respectively. Besides the National Schools and the 
infant school at the chapel of ease, tliere is a boys' 
parochial school, under the immediate direction of 
the Diocesan Education Society, to the support of 
which Viscount Lorton largely contributes j while 
there is near the new bridge a female school, esta- 
blished by the late -Viscountess and still exclusively 
endowed by her Lord. It gives instruction to up- 
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wards of sixty girls, whose industry is much encou- 
raged by the needlework of Kocldngham House being 
consigned to their labour and profit To this establish- 
ment the children of Roman Catholics and Protestants 
are alike admissible, and the strictest attention paid 
to their moral and eocial habits, without any effort to 
proselytize, a course in which Lord Lorton's schools 
are distinguishable fii^m those of many of the neigh- 
bouring gentry. Nor is his impartiality confined to 
the young ; his labourers, servants, and officials, are 
of both creeds, without distinction or control, and 
the aged and imbecile are the objects of his pension 
list, alike on the recommendation of the priest as of 
the parson. The town dispensary is supported in 
the customary manner, besides which, another is 
maintained by his Lordship for the poor of the 
Eockingham estate and its vicinity. 

On the slope of the southern hill, a new sessions- 
house has been constructed -, it is a neat, roomy, and 
well adapted edifice, built of sandstone, and having ' 
connected with it the district bridewell. In this 
sessions-house the borough court is held, on the first 
Tuesday in every month ; petty sessions on every 
Monday ; the quarter sessions of the county twice in 
the year, and the seneschal's manor court on the first 
Friday of each month. The jurisdiction of this lat- 
ter officer is limited to debts of £3 Gs. 8d. in amount, 
where contracted within the manor, and that manor, 
as originally erected by patent of James the First 
to Sir John King, extends over 100 townlands within 



id By Google 



THB FABISa OF BOTLE. ' 31 

the County of RoBCommon, and 110 in that of Sligo. 
Opposite the sessions-court is a Meeting House for 
Wesleyan Methodists, near which a small congrega- 
tion of Baptists assembles in a private dwelling. 
Higher on the southern hill is the Poor House, 
erected in 1841, above which rises Tannon TTill, 
whence a fine view is attained of Lough Ke, and 
Lough Gara, the town of Boyle between, and the 
Curlew mountains in the distance. 

There are at Boyle, as before suggested, two 
bridges over the river, both of modem erection, 
plain, but substantial, one of three arches, the other 
of a single arch. Through these the river passes in 
a quick stream, shallow and rippling in dry seasons, 
but, when swollen by rains and floods from the late, 
rushing with violent rapidity. The single-arched 
bridge adjoins the site of the ancient Abbey, of which 
it affords a sweet view, beautifully softened by the 
sequestered garden and cottage omie of Mrs. Bo- 
berteon, the graceful wiQdings and falls of the river, 
and the rural ivied bridge of Abbeytown, as repre- 
sented in one of the engravings for this work. Be- 
tween the two town bridges on the 'northern bank 
of the river is the once splendid manorial residence 
of the Earl of Kingston ; it is now used as the bar- 
rack, the yard at the river side, overlooking the plea- 
sxire ground, affording a fine terrace for parades. 

But the object of far paramount interest in Boyle 
is the Abbey, within whose walls the ensuing " An- 
nals" were compiled, once one of the finest buildings 
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in the kingdom, and yet, in its picturesque remains, 
signallj creditable to the munificence and piety of 
its Cistercian founders, as well as to the taste and 
skill of Irish architecta, previous to the English inva- 
sion. It was built in the form of the Latin cross, 
the steeple, a lofty square tower, being placed at the 
intersection, and the two transepts constituting Uie 
arms. The nave, choir, transepts, and steeple, are 
yet in excellent preservation. The transepts mea- 
sure 25 feet by 22, while the nave is 130 by 25. It 
was separated from the aisles by ranges of lofly 
arches, supported by round columns of considerable 
thickness ; the aisles have, however, perished, and 
the spaces between the columns at the outer side 
were filled up for defence, when, as shewn hereafter 
in the history, this edifice was used as a fortress ; 
those, however, at the opposite side, are clear and 
open, now sustaining a lofty wall, overgrown with 
ivy, which has beenraised upon the beautifully cwved 
corbels, that once upheld the vaulted roof The 
arches at this side are semicircular, not all of the 
same span, nor supported in the same manner, the 
four at the east end, next the tower, springing from 
massive circular pillars, the others merely separated 
by portions of wall, levelled and slightly ornamented 
with mouldings and slender pilasters. On the north 
side of the nave the walls appear to have been con- 
structed originally with arches, also of different di- 
mensions, but all of the lancet form, some of which 
sprang from pillars whose capitals, together with 
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the cut Stone &cing3 of the arches, are distinguisha- 
ble through the mortar work with which they have 
been filled up. The side columns of the open side 
of the nave are ten feet eight high, &om the floor to 
the bottom of the capitals, and composed of regular 
courses of cut stone, skilfully rounded,and fitted with 
considerable exactness ; the number of courses being 
about thirteen. The capitals and bases vary from 
each other, as well in their ornaments as their form, 
some being octagonal, others square; the ornaments 
in general are very simple, but there are on the ca- 
pitals and bases various rude carvings of men and 
animals; these are generally cut in sandstone, but 
the greater part of tlie build.ni' <tnne was lime of 
the firmest grain. Thegrounii, |,nr;.ionwas for many 
years concealed under slJiLlt: if accumulated rub- 
bish, untn, some time since, the late Captain John 
Robertson, iu whose garden the venerable pile was 
enclosed, carefully removed the piles of earth and 
stones that disfigured or concealed the building, 
opened vistas of the fine intersecting arches of the 
interior, and disclosed the curiously ornamented 
tracery of the bases. The great arches, that supported 
the central tower, were 46 feet high, three of them 
being circular, while the fourth singularly formed a 
pointed arch. The eastern window was particularly 
elaborate, consisting of three pointed arches, divided 
by mullions, decorated with heads, all tolerably per- 
fect Under it, in the recess of the choir, ancient 
fragments of the ruins, discovered in the clearings 

VOL. I. D 



id By Google 



34 STATISTICS. 

alluded to, have been preserved and arranged, and 
a few old tombstones are laid in the north transept; 
one of these, unusually narrow for its length, repre- 
sents, in alto relievo, a crozier held by a left liand 
gloved; the interior of the ruins is otherwise judi- 
ciously consigned to the livery and vesture of nature, 
and secluded from the vulgar access that would dis- 
turb the solemnity of the scene. The entrance was 
at the western end, by a small, pointed, arched door, 
the window above which consisted of a single open- 
ing, small and lancet shaped, etill exhibiting on the 
outside distinct traces of ornament 

On the north side of the nave is a vault, which 
was more anciently, as denoted on a funereal slab, the 
place of sepulture of the King family. On the op- 
posite side of the nave, an ash tree of great age ex- 
tends its roots to the edge of the vault, and contri- 
butes much to the general effect. The cloisters have 
wholly disappeared, but in two sides of the qua- 
drangle traces of the hospital, the guests' apartment, 
the refectory, and the kitchen, with its capacious 
chimney and projecting towers, are very discernible, 
while the whole mass is every where beautifully 
clad with ivy ; but the trees, that formerly embellished 
the place, have now become too thick and iull for 
its just display, and the hallowed ground has been 
invaded by the construction of a new pubUc road 
and bridge at the very gable of the Abbey. When 
the building, now called the barrack, was occupied 
for its oiiginal purpose, as the magnificent manor- 
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house of the Earls of Kingston, the Abbey was en- 
closed in the demesne thereto attached, as was the 
swelling hill of Abbeytown, with its noble groups 
of trees, and Abbeyview to the verge of the church. 
Boyle, as will be seen by the records hereafter 
noticed, was a corporate and borough town, and re- 
turned two members to the Irish Parliament, the 
patronage being in the Earl of Bangston, to whose 
executor, on the extinction of the borough at the 
time of the Union, the usual compensation of £15,000 
was awarded. The book of the borough transac- 
tions was then sent up to Dublin, and has never since 
been recovered. Captain Duckworth(a) is its pre- 
sent boroiigh-master, and as such presides over the 
only vestige, that has been spared of the dissolved 
corporation,— its record court. The succession of its 
parliamentaiy representatives has been as follows : 

1613. John Cusack and Robert Meredith. 

1639. Sir Robert King and Richard Wingfield. 

1647. Ellis Goodwin and Eugene Lloyd. 

1661. John Stepney and John Bumiston. 

1688. (King James's Parliament) Captain John King 
and Alderman Terence Mac Dermott. 

1692. William Handcock, Junior, and Stephen Lud- 
low. 

1695. Sir Edward Crofton and John King. 

1703. Sir Robert King and John King. 

(a) A gentleman, to whose intelligence and piomptneM of com- 
monicttion, the author ia indebted for much valuable infomution. 

d2 
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1709. John King and Henry King. 
1713. Sir John King and Henry King. 
1715. Henry King and Robert Sandford. 
1721. Sir Henry King and Robert Sandford. 
1727. Arthur French and Richard Wingfield. 
1745. Arthur French and Sir Robert King. 
1749. Arthur French and Edward King. 
1765. Arthur French and Sir Edward King. 
1761. Henry King and Benjamin Burton. 
1763. Henry King and Richard Fitzgerald. 
1771.. Honourable Henry King and Richard Fitzge- 
rald. 
1776. Honourable Henry King and Viscount Kings- 
borough. 
1783. Honourable Henry King and Robert Boyd. 
1790. Right Honourable Henry King and Laurence 

Harman Harman. 
1792. Right Honourable Henry King and Thomas 

Tenison. 
1799. Right Honourable Henry King and Honoura- 
ble Robert King. 
The chief places of interest in the immediate vi- 
cinity of the town are, at the north side, close to the 
Abbey, the little village of Abbeytown, which has 
grown up under the shadow of that venerable pile, 
and presents a monument of Lord Lorton's kind 
feelings for the humbler comrades of his military 
life, amongst whom the plots and houses were allo- 
cated, and from whom it received its first name of 
Serjeantstown. On the high ground behind the 
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village, over the river, are 80me fine old ash trees, 
one measuring in girth twenty feet. This seques- 
tered hamlet is connected with the town side of the 
River Boyle, by a pretty rural bridge of five arches, 
thickly ivied. At that town side, near the glebe- 
hOuse, is Belmont, witl; a finely-situated and taste- 
fully stored flower garden, opposite which is Abbey- 
view, the nobly-wooded villa of Mr. Morgan Crofton. 
Above the latter, at the west of the church, is still to 
be seen a small fragment of the survivor of one of the 
five forts, which formerly guarded this important pass 
into Moylurg. From its commMiding elevation the 
town is seen to great advantage, with the handsome 
grounds and improvements of Tangier, the court- 
house, the crescent buildings, and the Poor House, 
in front; at the left the chiirch, peering through 
trees, and the opening of Lough Ke ; and at right the 
upper windings of the river, on the near bant of 
which is seen an extensive flour and corn mill, and 
close to it, at west, a building, once used as a brew- 
ery, but now deserted. 

On the south side of the town, immediately con- 
tiguous to it, is Tangier, a villa that in its architec- 
tural appearance does much credit to the taste of the 
proprietor and designer, Captain Caleb Robertson ; 
it stands on a fine eminence, and is surrounded by 
grounds, prettily laid out and planted. By judicious 
openings in the shrubberies delightful vistas are 
attained of Boyle, through one of which the opposite 
engraving of its chief objects of interest has been 
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taken, while immediately under it lies the beautiful 
pleasure ground, which the noble proprietor of the 
town hae encIoBed for the recreation and health of 
its inhabitants. Skirting the mai^ia of the river, 
this interesting spot enjoys all the attractions of shady 
walks, evergreen shrubberies, fragrant flower beds, 
wood-houses, garden-se&ts, waterfalls, and rustic 
bridges, while in its centre, on a superstructure over 
a pedestal, stands a statue of King William the Third, 
representing His Majesty in an erect posture, wiUi a 
crown of laurel on his head, and the order of the Gar- 
ter on his knee. It was transferred from the old 
bridge of the town to its present position, as notified 
by its inscriptions ; the original one on the pedestal 
runs; "To the immortal memory of the glorious King 
William this statue and pier were erected, at the ex- 
pense of Sir Edward King, Baronet July lst,1763;" 
that on the superstructure says: " On the rebuilding 
of the bridge of Boyle, in 1834, this Statue of the 
true friend of Civil and Efiligious Liberty was taken 
down and placed in its present position, by Robert 
Edwaid Viscount Lorton, grandson of the Baronet : 
A. D. 1835." 

About two miles from the town, on the south side 
of Lough Ke, is Rockingham House, the enchanting 
seat of Lord Lorton, surrounded by a demesne of 
richly planted and gently undulating ground, that 
art and nature have vied in rendering attractive ; it 
contains about 3,000 acres, and is accessible through 
four grand entrances, with suitable gate-houses. The 
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houfie, overlooking all the beauties that environ it, 
occupies the summit of an eminence that gently de- 
Bcendfl to the waters of Lough Ke. The grand en- 
trance is under a portico of Ionic columns, into a hall 
of great extent and fair proportions, the sides of 
which are embelhshed with fine scenic paintings. 
Off this hall open extensive reception-rooms, a li- 
brary and study, and a noble staircase expands from 
its centre to the upper rooms; the whole interior, in 
every department, affording all that could be coveted 
for luxury or comfort. One of the most striking pe- 
culiarities of this mansion consists in its single and 
insulated appearance, no office of any description 
being visible in its immediate vicinity, but the whole 
circuit being (as Weld observes) surmounted by 
smooth shorn grass, interspersed with beds of flow- 
ers and ornamented walks, an arrangement which 
has been effected by covering the basement story, and 
carrying subterranean passages towards the lake in 
one direction, and towards the stebles in another ; ' 
there is thus no appearance of menial movement 
near the house. The supply of fuel is had through 
the medium of a canal from the bogs beyond the 
lake, to the moudi of the souterrain, whence it 
is brought up to a magazine room on the base- 
ment, communicating with a perpendicular square 
shaft or trunk, where, by machinery, a box, fitting 
within the shaft, can be raised to each floor, and 
80. dehvered into store-rooms appropriated for the 
purpose. Water is alike dispensed through the 
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interior. Adjoining the house is a fine conservatory, 
well filled widi orange trees and other exotics; there 
are also in the demesne a variety of gardens, shrub- 
beries, flower parterres, pheaaantry, laundry-house, 
gamekeeper's lodge, fishing temple, boat-houses, 
farm-yard, with workshops, stables, &c. &c. Such 
are, however, but the ordinary acquisitions of a 
wealthy nobleman's abode. Bockingbam affords gra- 
tifications more intellectual, more reflective; the en- 
chanting scenery of the demesne, its extent of wind- 
ing avenues, disclosing new beauties in every direc- 
tion ; lawns and groves, dales and uplands, magnifi- 
cent trees, intersecting each other with their gigantic 
branches, and forming, in their over-archinga, arcades 
and avenues of nature's grandest architecture ; long 
reaches of canals, dividing the grounds and connect- 
ing the waters, over which ornamental bridges are 
thrown, in convenient and well-selected situations, 
as illustrated in one instance in the vignette title of 
this work ; the lake, studded with wooded islands, 
consecrated by holy and historic ruins, while the en- 
joyment of these varied enchantments is through- 
out the more grateful as they are the wiUing source 
of permanent and extended employment to the poor 
and humbler classes of the vicinity, thus shedding 
back, with re-productive and impartial bounty, the 
comforts that had been from thetn derived. 

This centre of attraction is always open to the pub- 
lic, with the most unreserved confidence ; and even 
boats and men are by order attainable for those, who 
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may eeek to navigate the lake. Od ite edge, near the 
house, is a neat structure, erected as a family chapel. 
It is seen at left of the. castle, in the annexed en- 
graving, but is now not used, as his Lordship prefers 
more exemplary attendance at the parochial church. 
The nearest island of Lough Ke, in this direction, 
is Castle Island, containing a rood and twenty-nine 
perches, which, with the exception of a small plot of 
ornamental gronnd near the landing, and a small in- 
ner court and garden, bounded by walls, is all co- 
vered with buildings. The castle upon it consists of 
one fine room, and some returns on the ground fioor. 
This portion was of the original structure, erected in 
the commencement of the thirteenth century by 
the Mac Dermot of the Kock, Lordof Moylurg, and 
in the eight feet thickness of its walls testifies that it 
must have been raised as an impregnable mihtary 
position for that once powerful tanist. The large 
room here now appears well Utby spacious windows 
at top, aiid an upper story, of similar sized apart- 
ments, but lighter materials, has been raised over 
the olden edifice, which, with various other altera- 
tions, directed by those who succeeded to the inhe- 
ritance, have adapted it to the purposes of domestic 
life. — Trinity Island, to the west of this, contains 
nearly two acres, tastefully laid out in shrubberies 
and walks. It takes its name from a monastery of 
"White Canons of the order of St. Francis, there 
erected, and dedicated to the Holy Trinity. The 
aisle of its ruin measures about forty-two yards by 
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nine, having handsome lancet windows, in good pre- 
servation, and a very remarkable piece of sculpture, 
called the shrine. This forms a pyramidal 6gure, 
the apex of which is composed of an oblong stone, 
about two feet and a half high, and eighteen inches 
lo-oad, of moderate thickness. On it is carved, in 
strong relief, and wonderfully good preservation, a 
figure of the Blessed Yitgio, representing her seated 
in a kind of chair, the side pillars being moulded in 
rings, and sustaining on her left arm the infant Je- 
sus ; a scroll is over her head, and she wears a crown 
of sis points, while in her right hand she holds a 
sceptre. The iniant has rays of glory round his head, 
and over it, in the comer of the stone, is pourtrayed 
a hand pointing with two fingers, as from the douds, 
to the crown worn by the Virgin, to whom also the 
holy child seems to point, with a similar attitude of 
hand. The drapery of her robe is well displayed; 
the covering of the infant is a cassoc, bound t^und 
the waist with a cord, and tight round the neck and 
wrists ; Jiia legs are perfectly well formed, standing 
out with a considerable degree of roundness. On 
the head of the stone, opposite the comer where the 
hand points from the clouds, a figure, as of a dove, 
appears to complete the symbols of the Trinity. This 
stone stands in the centre of an open window, or 
circular arch, at one side of the aisle, and under it 
are two pointed niches perforating the wall, about 
two feet deep, and divided in the centre by a column, 
the capital of which is a hxmisn head of very rude 
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workmanship, now much mutilated ; capitals of the 
Bame kind crowned eimil^ columns on each Bide, 
making a range of three. No other sculpture, of any 
kind, remains about these niches, which are now the 
receptacles of a few human sculls and bones, possi- 
bly the mortal rehcs of those religious brothers, who 
once knelt in solemn adoration before it, and to one 
of whom is attributed that ancient piece of national 
hi8tory,entitled the "Annals of Lough Ke," which ap- 
pear to have been designed as a continuation of those 
ofBoyle, extending, as they do, from 1249 to 1356. 
They are, however, as far as may be judged 'from a 
copy in the maniiscripts of Trinity College, Dublin, 
but a meagre detail of obits, with little of general his- 
tory. Close to the ruins of this monastery, are those of 
the Friars' House. — Chiurch Island, near the western 
shore of the lake, and north of Trinity, contains up- 
wards of four acres of present measure; on it also 
stands a ruin of what was more anciently called the 
church of Inchmacnerin, and of which many distinct 
records wUl be found in the historical part of this 
volume. It also had its annalists, their historic com- 
pilation commencing in 1013, the year before the 
battle of Clontarf,and ending in 1571 (o) ; but, though 
alluded to, and described by Doctor Nicholson, they 
are undiscoverable at the present day. The remains 
of this house present lofty and extensive walls, 
amidst a now intricate mass of rocks, trees, dwarf 

(o) NichoUon'B Irish Hirt. Lib. Quart, p. 89. 
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ash, and thorns, closely wound together with ivy 
tendrilB. — Hermit island, in the remotest part of the 
lake from the house, is at present of as difficult ac' 
cess as the last mentioned, it does, however, exhibit 
the rectangular freestone walls of a small oratory, 
once, probably, the abode of the recluse who gave it 
tiie name. — Stag island, yet more northward, com- 
prises upwards of eight finely wooded acres, much 
frequented by herons in the season : and there are, 
through the expanse of this Lough, many isolated 
rocks, which in spring are covered with seagulls' 
eggs. The surrounding waters are well stocked with 
salmon, trout, and pike, and the supply of the former 
is likely to be much increased by a dam head, re- 
cently constructed on the Boyle river, at the plea- 
sure ground near the town. A tract of thirty-eight 
acres, projecting into the lake, near the house, is 
called Drumman's Island, but is, in truth, a penin- 
sula of the demesne, recently isolated by an artificial 
canal, and now connected by the bridge engraved 
in the vignette title of this work — while, from ano- 
ther fine eminence overhanging the lake, called the 
Rock of Doon, this lovely sheet, its wooded islands, 
its bordering plantations, the isolated castle, the 
house, the elevated steeples of Ardcame at right 
and Crosna at left; the mock battlements of the 
Forester's Castle, a striking object, whether strongly 
Ut or deeply shaded, are, with the distant hills, as 
shewn in the annexed plate, most effectively dis- 
played. 
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Of Rockingham and its lake it but remains to 
say, that it is on every side surrounded by the resi- 
dences of comfortable leaseholders, the shops of 
thriving artizans, the cottages of an industrious pea- 
santry, and the schools of their respective femilies 
within their view, inculcating peace, order, and mo- 
rality in the rising generations. 

The succession of inheritors by whom, during 
centuries of residence, these benefits have been 
effected, naturally suggests tlie introduction here of 

A MEMOIR OF THE KOBLE FAMILT OF " KING." 
Pew airnames can be found, from the earlieet era of authentic 
history, more 'widely and iufluentiolly extended over every dis- 
trict of the sister kingdom, than that which is the subject of the 
present notice; accordingly, when Edward the First, immediately 
after hia return from the Holy Land, issued his special commis- 
sion, directing the Justices in Eyre to inquire of knights' fees, 
escheats, wardships, and tenures, generally throughout England, 
families of this name were found established in LincolnEhire, 
Norfolk, Kent, Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Dorsetshire, Bed- 
fordshire, Suffolk, Hertfordshire, Berkshire, Surrey, and Sussex. 
In the Parliament that sat at Westminster in 1313, John King 
was representative of the borough of Gloucester, Richard King 
of that of Wilton in WilUhire, and Walter King sat for that of 
Flymptoo in Devonshire. At the battle of Agiucourt in 1415, 
John King was one of those who fought under the banner of the 
Duke of Gloucester, while the ecclesiastical annals of the en- 
ening century present no less than five individuals of the name, 
bom within its interval, that were elevated to the Bench of 
Bishops The first of these. Doctor Oliver King, had been edu- 
cated in King's College, Cambridge, after which be was selected 
as Secretary to Prince Edward, the sou of Henry the Sixth, and 
subsequently discharged the same office of trust to Edward the 
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Fourth uid Heoiy the Serenth. He wu one of the execaton 
appointed b^ the widow of the Dnte of York (mother of £dward 
£he Fotirth), to effectuate the objects of her will ; utd, imnie- 
diatdy aSter the death of that monarch, was imprisoned in the 
Tower of London. On the accession of Henry the Seventh, this 
divine became his Secretary also, and was employed by him in 
France to negociate a peace with Charles the Eighth, a oommio- 
sion which he executed with great success. From the Deanery 
of Windsor he was advanced in 1492 to the See of Exeter, whence 
he was traoelated in 1495 to that of Bath, which he retained un- 
til his decease in 1503. While in 4h« latter diocese, he inunor- 
talized bis name by oommeninng tlie erection of the present Abbey 
church of Bath, in the choir of which he directed that hia body 
should be interred. He was, however, buried beneath an altar 
monument in one of the chantries of Windsor chapel, where, un- 
der the oaken panels which present the arms and portraits of the 
above-named Prince Edward, and of the kings Edward the Fourth 
and Henry the Seventh, a Latin inscription requests the reader to 
pray for the soul of Master Oliver King, Frofeesot of Law, and 
Chief Secretary to the Royal individuab above named. — 2nd. Doc- 
tor Bobert King, descended from an ancient family in Devonshire, 
became a Cistercian monk of Bewley Abbey in Oxfordshire, and 
in 1515 was elected Abbot of Bruerne, a house of his Order near 
Burford ; he was subsequently Abbot of Thame, and lastly of 
Osney, all within the same county. When Oxford was consti- 
tuted a diocese, he was, in 1542, appointed its first Bishop, where 
he died, and was buried in the choir of Christ Church. This 
Prelate had a brother, John, who was father of Philip King, of 
Wornal in Buckinghamshire, whose son, John, is the next object 
of netice. — 3rd. Doctor John King was bom at Wornal in 1559, 
and educated in Westminster school, graduated in Oxford, be- 
came Archdeacon of Nottingham, Rector of Sl Andrew's, Hol- 
bom. Prebendary of Sneadit^ in St Paul's Cathedral, Dean of 
Christ's Church in Oxford, and Vice Chancellor of that Univer- 
rity. He was one of the chaplains of the Archbishop of York, 
and afterwards chaplun to Queen Elizabeth and King James, by 
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whicli latter monarch he was, in 1611, appointed Bishop of Lon- 
don. James used to style him,inalluBioQ to hia name, the "Ung" 
of preachers, and, although a character founded on a pun should 
be Tsrj doubtfully admitted, yet there appeared much truth in 
the obseryation. He was accounted the most natural and per* 
suaaiTe omtor of hia time, and Lord Chief Justice Coke oflen de- 
clared of him, that he vaa the best speaker at the Star Chamber 
in his day. In 1612,' he followed in the funeral procession of 
Henry, Prince of Wales, and in 1617 preached a sermon at Court, 
of which NichoUs writes : " they say he spake home, and was 
very pliuu in many pointy' which, as it seemed, was nothing pleas- 
ing, the rather for that he was a full half hour too long," The 
same writer, where speaking of the Queen's illness at Hampton 
Court in 1618, says : "We begin now to apprehend the Queen's 
danger, when the physicians b^in to speak doubtiully, but I 
cannot think the case desperate, as long as she was able to at- 
tend a whole sermon on Christmss-day, preached by the Bishop 
of London." On her death, which occurred soon after. Doctor 
King attended her funeral to Henry the Seventh's chapel in West- 
minster Abbey. Himself died within three years from that pe- 
riod, and was buried in St Paul's Cathedral 4. Doctor Henry 

King, the son of the preceding Prelate, was also bom at Womal, 
in 1591, and partly educate^ at Westminster school, from which 
he was elected a student of Christ's Church in 1608. He also 
became an eminent preacher, and chaplain to James the First and 
Charles the First successively ; in 1636, Dean of Bochester, and 
iu 1641 was advanced to the See of Chichester. During the 
Commonwealth he was not permitted to enjoy his see, but reco- 
vered it on the Restoration. Wood says of him, that " he was 
esteemed, by many of his neighbourhood and diocese, the epitome 
of all honours, virtues, and generous nobleness, and a person never 
to be forgotten by his tenants and by the poor." He died in 1669t 
and was interred in the choir of bis own cathedral, where a mo- 
nument was erected to him with an inscription in Latin, stating 
that he was " antique atque regi& Saxonum, apud Damnonios in 
agro Devoniensi, proeapift oriundus;" adding, that while he was 
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" nataliom aplendore illnatriB, pietate, doctrinA et Tirtntibiu il- 
liutrior fuit"— The fifih PreUte of the name, bom within the 
sixteenth century, «u Doctor Edward King of HuntingdonBhire 
ancettr7,bontinl575; hewueduoted for theChorch, at Oxford, 
where he graduated as Master of Arts. In 1604 he had a grant 
from the Crown of the deanery of Elphin, with a stall in the choir, 
and a seat and Toice in the Chapter. In 16 10 he was consecrated 
Bishop of that see, when he built a noble manuon near the town 
for himself and his sii<!cesiors, and endowed it with lands which 
he had purchased. He also recorered a great part of the posses- 
sions of the see, that had been alienated by his predecessors. 
Lord Strafford, in his State Letters, styles him "a truly royal 
bishop ;" he died in 1638, at the age of 63, and was buried in 
his own CathedraL 

This was not, however, it may be supposed, the first intro- 
daction of the name into Ireland; it is traceable in many prior 
records and documents. In 1399> Henry King had a grant(A) of 
the office of the Serjeantcy of Louth for the term of his ,life, free 
of all fees. In 1560 Matthew King was Clerk of the Check in Ire- 
laad(A). In 1566floun8hedJsine8King,a1eamed citizen of Dublin, 
and a scholar of Cambridge^c). The founder, however, of the 
noble line, that is associated with this History by title and tenure, 
was not located in Ireland until the close of the sixteenth century, 
and then, according to the Peerage Books and the authority of 
Lodge, derived his descent from a family, anciently seated near 
North Allerton, in the County of York, and there possessed of 
large estates. In support of this deduction and of the family con- 
nexion with Yorkshire, it does appear, on a Roll of Parliament 
of 1314, that Richard King wbs then possessed of large estates in 
the parish of Edlington, in that county : in 1389, the Reverend 
John King was Yicar of Halifax(</), and in the early part of the 

(a) Close Roll, 18 Rich. IL, in Rolls' Office, Ireland. 
(*) MSS. Brit. Mus. Titus, B. 13, f. 13. 
(e) Holinshed's Chronicles of Ireland, f. 41. 
(d) Whitaker's "Leodis et Ehnete," p. 384. 
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ragn of Queen Elizabetli, Alexander Kii^ had a grant of certaia 
premises there, which had been forfeited to the Crown ; whUa 
Junes King was aboat the same time aeised of certain rights in 
tbemanor of Wakefield(a). Whitaker also speaks of Skellands, ia 
the parish of Kirkby-Ualghdale, deanery of Craven, Torkahire, as 
the residence of a family of theEings, the first of which branch he 
alleges, on tradition, came thither out of Westmoreland, and garri- 
uoned the Church of Eiikbj-Malghdale against the Parliament. It 
may be here mentioned of the pedigree of this Yorkshire branch, 
thatt Thomas King built the mansion-house of Churchend in stud 
parish of Kirkby, and from him lineally descended l£r. Bang, 
who accompanied Lord Anaon in several of his voyages. The 
great grandson of this Thomas, James BCing, LL.D., F.R.S., ftc, 
bom in 1716, and educated at Cambridge, became chaplain of the 
English House of Commons, and was, in 1 772, a canon of Windsor, 
which in 1775 he exchanged for the deanery of Saphoe, and died 
in Woodstock in 1795, leaving a son. Captain James King, who 
was the friend and colle^^eof Cook in his last voyage round the 
world. The history of this circumnavigation King a^erwards 
compiled at Woodstock, and dying in 17S4 at Nice, was there 
interred. Although it cannot be deemed irrelevant to allude to 
these evidences of the existence of a family of the Kings in York- 
shire, yet it does appear that the founder of the line, which is the 
especial object of this notice, describes himself in his will as " Sir 
John King, of the Close of the Cathedral Church of Lichfield, in 
the County of Stafford, Knight," and, in affirmanoe of this more 
immediate deduction from Staffordshire, it appears on record, that 
John King had a grant, by demise from Edward the Sixth in 
1550, of a term in reversion of divers lands, tenements, and rents 
in the manor of Skene, extending into Staffordshire and Derby- 
Bhire(i), which he, John King, afterwards assigned to Henry Sa- 
cheverell. Be this as it may, Sir John King, the individual be- 
fore alluded to, was eminently conspicuous in extending the Eng- 

(a) Chancery Pleadings, England, temp. Eliz. 
(&) Calendarj of Inquis. and Pleadings in Duchy of Lancaster. 
TOL. L E 
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liflh law tni Roy»laiitb(m^ over Ireland in the time of Klisabeth; 
and aocordinglj were lua services promptly remembered by hw 
«aooeB«oT(a). In the first year of Jamea's reign he waa appointed 
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery; had a grant ofmionBlanilsin 
the Coontiea of Down, Meath, Westmeath, Dublin, Lontli, and 
Kildaifl, with a rerersioiiary giant of the Abbey of Boyle, and 
certain parcels of its poesessionB, as well as of those of the monas- 
teries <^ Cong, Ballintnbber, and Ballinasmall, in the prorince of 
Connanght, and those of St. John's of Athy, and the rectory ot 
DoDonghmore. In the following year be passed patott fo» the 
Piiory of Knock, with all its appurtenances (465 acree), with 
tondry tithes Mid altarages, a grant of two fairs and a market at 
Boyle, and similar priTil^es at Cong, and lastly, a lease for 
twenty-one years c^ certain ipiritnal and temporal rights in Ulster; 
two days after which latter grant his Mqes^, by royal letter, di- 
rected that, " in consideration of the good, true, and fiuthfol serrioe 
which Sir John King had performed in Ireland," he should r»- 
odve an allocation of £J0 in value, out of concealed lands held in 
fee-ftrm ; by virtoe whereof three patents, in 1605, 1606, and 
1606, respeotiTely, conveyed to him sixteen quarters of land in 
the ooonties of Clare, Desmond, Kerry, Limerick, Sligo, Tippe- 
rary, Dublin, Meath, Weebneath, Wicklow, King's County, Cwk, 
Cavan, Roscommon, Mayo, Kildare, Waterfcrd, Wexford, Galway, 
Longford, and Leitrim. In 1606, he and Ub wife Catherine, 
hereafter mentioned, being seised in fee of the manor of Batii- 
wyre, in the County of Westmeath, sold it to the Earl of Clam- 
rickard, immediately after which he had a grant of that of Bel- 
gard, extending into the connties of Dublin aod Meath, vnA 
several rectories and tithes, described as tben late parcels of the 
monastery of Clonard, County Heath, and of the priory of Ballin- 
drohid, County Cork. In 1609, on tiie surrender of Sir James 
Follerton, he was appointed Muster-Master General, and Clerk of 

(a) The principal materials of the ensuing portion of this Me- 
moir have been derived from Lodge's excellent " Peerage of Ire- 
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the Check, of the annies and garriionB, tea life, npon which ad- 
Tsncement, it being then a place of great tmst, be waa knighted 
at Whitehall, and called into the Privy CkiuncdL In 161 1 he ob- 
tained from the Crown a Wednesday market, and a fiiir at Tnlak, 
with court q{ piepoudre, and the osual tolls ; and ia 1613 and 
1615, repreaented the County of Boecommon in parliament Sir 
John, at this time, resided at Bagotrath, near Dublin, the ancient 
fief of Kobert te Bagot, and in that castle, the struggle for whose 
posaeesion, a few years aAerwords, led <Ht the memorable battle of 
Rathminee. In Uay, 1615, he was appointed of council fbr the 
charge of Munster, and in the June following was commiamoned, 
with Sir Thomas Botberam, and the rest of the ConncU of Con- 
naoght, for the ciTil goTemment and admintBtration of justice in 
that province, during the absence of the president and vice-pre- 
sident. In the foDoving year he was selected of the oommissiaa 
for fiating grants of escheated lands in Ulster, in virtue of which, 
and as a co-trustee, he had a gruit, jointly with Sir Adam Lof- 
tus, of various manors, castles, lands, messuages, mills, granges, 
loughs, rectories, fisheries, weirs, markets, fairs, chiefries, &c. Id 
1617, he was appointed with the chief judges on the Commission 
of the Court of Wards in Ireland. In the November of that year 
he had a more distinct and amplegrantofthe Abbey of Boylcand 
its poBsenions ; and about the same time he conveyed the rectory 
of KiUyan, in the County of Meath, as his fee, to certain family 
uses. In 1618 His Hajeety was pleased, "in acceptance of his 
many and &itliful services, whereof he had not only received good 
testimony from Ireland, but also from his oounral in England, 
who had been eye-witnesses thereof," so &r to extend his favoura, 
as to direct that his eldest son, Bobert, might partake thereof; 
and be had accordingly, in the April of that year, a grant of the 
office of Muster-Master General, &c In January, 1619, Sir John, 
" in Gonrideration of good, true, faithful, and acceptable service," 
had a very extensive confirmatory patent of the ambit and pre- 
anct of the abbey of Boyle, with the appurtenances, mills, waters, 
watercourses, mill-heads, and all the land sever which the manor 
of Boyle extends, together with the numerous eel-weirs that had 
e2 
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appertained tu the abbe^, and a moiety of cert^n tithes as here- 
after mentioned in the General History, with courts Jeet and 
baron, and other pririieges, within that manor. In the same year 
be wBfl appointed a commisaioner for the plantation of Longford 
County, and the territory of Ely O'Carrol in the King's County; 
in 1621 was constituted a ReceiTer of the fines of the Court of 
Wards, and of all other fines payable upon Royal letters and 
patents, and in the Mine year had a grant of Corhawna (64Ia.), 
in the plantation of Leitrim. In 1624 he was, amongst other 
great officers of State, constituted an especial Commissioner and 
Guardian of the Feacw in the provinces of Leinster and UlBteri 
while the Lord Deputy Falkland was making a Journey in varioua 
parts of Ireland to oversee the plantations, and settle the govern- 
ment there. In the same year, according to the existing incidents 
of feudal tenures, he had a grant of the wardship and marriage of 
Lucas, tlie second Viscount Dillon, then aged fourteen years, 
and in 1625 was nominated on a commission to inquire into 
abnses in ihe army, with a view to their being early and efieol- 
ively redressed. In August, 1630, he purchased from Wiiliam, 
Earl of Meath, the estate of Nether- Whitacre in Warwickshire. 
Sir John had married Catherine, daughter of Bobert Drury, who 
was the nephew of Sir William Drury, Lord Justice of Ireland, 
in 1578. She died in 1617, and he in 1636, having a short tune 
previously made his will, wherein, as before mentioned, he des- 
cribed himself as " Sir John King, of the Close of the Cathedral 
Church of Lichfield," and directed, that if he died there, his body 
should be buried within that church, but if he died in Ireland, in 
the parish church of St. Michan, Dublin, near his late wife (ne- 
vertheless at the discretion of his executor), but without any un- 
necessary cost or charge ; and, after providing for his children, 
he bequeathed to the bailiffs and citizens of Lichfield, for the use 
and benefit of the poor thereof, the sum of £20 ; to ail bis ser- 
vants a year's wages, &c. ; and he constituted his eldest son, Ro- 
bert, executor and residuary legatee, who, in the exercise of the 
discretion given to him, directed the intermentofhis father within 
the abbey of Boyle. Sir John left-issue by his sud wife, six sons 
and three daughters. The sons were. 
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1st. Sir Bobert, hia heir, of whom hereafter. 

2nd. John King, who was appointed Clerk of the Hanaper, 
and who maitymg Margaret, the daughter of Fruicia Edge- 
worth, Esq., had issue by her two sods, John and Francis: 

1. John King was joined with his father in the Clerkship of 
the Hanaper in 1627, but afterwards, in the civil wars, at- 
tached himself to CromwelUs party, became a Major in that 
serrice, and was, by Sir Charles Coote, the Lord President of 
Connaught, appointed, on behalf of the Parliament, to conclude 
the Articles of Agreement for the surrender of Galway, which 
Articles he signed on the 5th of April, 1652. 

2. Francis King, styled of Rathdooney, County Sligo, mar- 
ried Susanna, daughter of Edmund Southwell, of Castle Mat- 
tress, in the County Limerick, Esq., and had issue four sons 
and two daughters, viz.: Captain Francis; John of Boyle (who, 
in 1672, did service in Lord Kingston's troop, and died in that 
year unmarried); Bobert; William (who left no issue); Mary 
(married to Captain Robert Ffolliott); and Catherine. Captain 
Francis, described as of Knocklough, the eldest of these chil- 
dren, and to whom his father left all his estate in the County 
Sligo, "fallen to him by lot, in satisfaction of his debenture 
for service in Ireland," was sheriff of the County Sligo in 1677, 
in twoyeai^ previous to which he married Magdalen, daughter 
of Thomas Guyhin of Ballyconnel, County Cavan, and had by 
her three sons and two daughters, viz.: Francis, the eldest son; 
Robert and John, who both died unmarried ; Mary and Sn- 
sanna, the latter of whom married, in 1713, Robert Savage of 
Dublin. The aforesaid Francis, the eldest eon, married, in 
1698, Dorcas, eldest daughter of William Ormsby of Annagh, 
County Sligo, and dying in 170S, led issue by her (who re-mar- 
ried with Edward Jackson of the same county, Esq.), two eouB 
and one daughter, viz., William, of Annagh-Ibanagher, other- 
wise Kingsborough, in the County of Sligo (who dying at 
Douglas in the Isle of Man, in 1 736, unmarried, was buried at 
Abbey Boyle) ; Robert, who also died luunarried; and Mary, 
first married to Henry Smyth of Dublin, Esq., and secondly to 
Edward Smyth, attomey-at-law. 
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Srd. Sogex, who died young. 

4ih. Edward, tbe fourth bod of Sir John King nod Catherine, 
hia ladjr, bom in 1612, was baptized by his namesake, the Right 
Sererend Edward King, Bishop of Elphin (before noticed in thi§ 
Hemoir). He received the earlier elements of his edncation in 
Trinity CoU^e, Dablin, whence he remored to Cambridge, 
where he became the fellow-coll^ian and intimate iriend of Hil- 
ton, and appears to hare been possessed of talents and acquire- 
ments not overrated by the friendship of the immortal bard. In 
1633, this Edward King was aPellow of Christ Church College, 
Gambridgii. In August, 1637, he left the scene of his academic 
honours aad friendships, to revisit his native couatry, but was 
unfortunately drowned on his passage from Cheater, at the early 
age of twenty-five. So universal was the r^ret felt for his un- 
timely fate, that immediately after, a volume of poems in Greek, 
Latin, and English, entitled " Justa Edouardo Ring naufrago," 
was printed and circulated at Cambridge in honour of his memory. 
Those in Greek are three in number, oaa by Henry More, the 
great Platonic theoli^ist, and then, or soon after, a Fellow of 
Christ College; those in Latin ore nineteen; and the English 
elegies thirteen in number ; the last of these being the well- 
known Monody of Lycidaa, by Milton, and inscribed with hia 
initials. In this tribute of friendship, the immortal bard thus 
tonchingly laments his friend: 

" Tet once more, oh ye laurels I and once more, 

Te myrtles brown with ivy never sere I 

I ccone to pluck your berries harsh and cmde. 

And, with forced fingers rude, 

Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year. 

Bitt^ constraint and sad occasion dear 

Ccanpel me to disturb your season due ; 

For Lycidaa is dead — dead ere his prime — 

ToTing Lycidas I — and hath not left his peer. 

Who would not sing for Lyddas ? He knew 

Himself to ung and build the lofty rhyme. 

He must not float upon his watery bier 
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Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without the meed of some melodioaa tear. 

For we were nursed npon the self-same hill, 

Fed the same flock by fountain, shade and rill; 

Together both, ere the high lawns appeared, 

Under the glimmering eyelids of the mora, 

We drore a field ; and both together heard. 

What time the gray fly winds her sultry horn 

Battening our flocks with the fresh dewa of night. 

Oft tilt the even star bright 

Towards HeaTen*s descent had doped his bornished wheeL 

Bat, oh 1 the heavy change I now thou art gone 1— 

Now thou art gone I — and never must return. 

Thee shepherds — thee the woods and desert caves, 

With wild thyme and the gadding vine o'ergrown. 

And all &«r echoes mourn ; 

The willow and the hazle copses green 

Shall now no more be seen. 

Fanning their joyous leaves to thy soft lays. 

Where were ye, Nymphs I when the remorseless deep 

Closed o'er the head of your Lord, Lyddas ? 

For neither were yon playing on the steep. 

Where the old Bards, the famous Druids, lie, 

Nor on the shaggy top of Mona high, 

Nor yet, where Deva spreads her wizard si 

Ah I me, I fondly dream 1 — 



Weep no more, woful shepherds I weep no more, 

For Lycidos, your sorrow, is not dead ; 

Sunk though he be beneath the watery floor, 

So sinks the day-star in the ocean bed. 

And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 

And tricks hu beams, and with new spangled ore 
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Flamee in the forehead of the morning sky ; 

So Lyddaa snnk low but mounted high. 

Through the dear might of him that walked the wares; 

Where, other groves and other streams along. 

With neotar pare his oazie locks he laves. 

And hears the unexpressire nuptial song. 

There entertain him all the Saints above. 

In solemn troops and sweet societies, 

Th^t sing, and singing in their glory move, 

And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes." 
&0. &c &c 
5th. Henry King, the nest brother to this Edward, was a con- 
tributor of one Latin and another English elegy to the above 
volume. Of the Utter, the following few lines must suffice : 

"Iiet me, poor, senseless dead, alone 
Sit and expect my resurrection. 
To follow him ; two sorrows sure will do. 
That he is dead — that I am not dead too — 1 
Yet dead I'm once already, for in him 
I lost my best life, which I did esteem 
Far beyond nature's,** — 

6th. Adam was the sixth sou of Sir John King and Catherine, 
his lady, of whom nothing particular is recorded. Their three 
daughters were : 1 . Anne, married to William Lord Charlemont, 
who being, by his death in 1640, left a widow, underwent great 
hardships in the time of the ensuing civil war, from which only 
on petition to the Commissioners, in 1653, did she obtain any re- 
lease. — 2. Margaret, who was the second wife of Sir Gerald Low- 
ther, and to whom one of the elegies in the " Justa" above-men- 
tioned (written by John Hayward, Chancellor of the Cathedral 
church of Lichfield, and a resident canon), is especially addressed. 
In it she is described as having formerly resided in a house im- 
mediately adjoining St. Chad's church, at Lichfield, being the lo- 
cality assigned by her father. Sir John, in his own will, as his 
euly domicile. Of herself Hayward adds : 
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"Though I confess yoa did most rarely paint, 
You were no hypocrite, bnt & true saint; 
Natare hath given jou beau^ of the skin, 
And grace hath made you beautiful within: 
Like 'a king's daughter,' nature, grace, and name 
Concurring all to raise your virtuous fame. 
Which may you long enjoy below, till Jove 
Call you to your bleat pedigree above." 
She died in 16S8, and was interred in St. Michan'a, Dublin, 
where, it will be remembered, her father had directed he should 
be biiried, if he died in Ireland. — 3. Dorothy, who was married to 
Arthur Moore, of Duomoghan, County Louth, of the family an- 
cestry of the Marquess of Drt^heda. The will of Lady Lowther 
suggests a fourth sister, leaving, as she does, a legacj thereby to 
her " sbter TJmy, alitu King," but no other trace of her appears. 

Sir Robert, the eldest son of Sir John, was, during his fether's 
life- time, knighted, in AugUBt, 1621, by King James, at the Cas- 
tle of Tutbury, in Staffordshire. In 1639 he represented the 
borough of Boyle in Parliament, and in November, 1641, was 
made Constable of its castle, with an allowance for maintaining 
forty Protestant warders there, against any apprehended attack of 
the tDsurgents. In the following year he distinguished himself at 
the battle of Ballintobber, where the victory, won for the Parlia- 
ment was attributed to his extraordinary courage, and the gal- 
Ian^ of his independent troop, as may be seen fully detailed in 
Borlase's " History of the Irish RebeUion." In May, 1643, he 
was one of the deputation, appointed to present to His Majes^ a 
bill authorizing prompt payments for the reduction of " the Irish 
rebels," and to pray the Royal assent thereto ; and in 1645 
he was one of the Commissioners empowered by Parliament to 
manage affairs in the Province of Ulster, where they arrived in 
the October following, with provisions, ammunition, and £20,000, 
towards prosecuting the war against the insurgents. He at this 
time, as it would appear from Carte, meditated the surprisal of 
Drogheda, but afterwards abandoned that design. In 1647 he 
was one of the Commissionera intrusted to receive the sword from 
the Marquess of Ormonde, which, together with the charge CFf the 
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metropolis, wu ddifered into their hinds. As ooe of the tmstees 
for Trinity College, Dablin, he wu, in October, 1651, directed, 
with others, to take a tnie occoant of its revenues and disburse- 
mentB, and an inventory of its moreables, eepeciaUy its library, 
tokiog care for the preaemtion of those books that remained, and 
the discovery of luch as were onbezzled. He bad a similar di- 
rection as to the booka of the Heralds' Office, with orders to take 
secarity from the heralds-at anna, to return them to the use of 
the public, when they should be required. In 1653 he was ap- 
pointed an overseer of the poor, within the city and vicinity of 
Dublin. In 1654, he and Sir John Temple were elected to 
represent the Connties of Leitrim, Sligo, and Roscommon, in 
Cromweil's Parliament, at Westminater, and in 1655 he had 
an order for satisfaction of arrears due to him by the State, 
to the amount of £1,224, out of the Barony of ClanwilUam, 
or Liberties of Limerick. Li April, 1657, be made his will, 
by which he devised his estates, with certain ezceptiona, to 
his eldest son, John, and soon after died at Cecil Honse, 
Strand, London. He had married Frances, daughter of Sir 
Henry Ffolliott, the first Lord Ffolliott, of Ballysbannon (who 
died in 1637, and was buried in Abbey-Boyle), and by her had 
iieoe, four sons and six daughters. On her decease be married 
Sophia, daughter of Sir William Zouch, and widow of Sir Edward 
Ce<»l, Viscount Wimbleton, by whom he had two daughters, 8o- 
l^iia, who died unmarried, and Elizabeth, married to Sir Thomas 
Bomadiston, of Keltoa Hall, in Suffolk. Sir Bobert's children, 
by his first wife, Frances Ffolliott, were: 

Ist. Sir John Bang ; who, while hia cousin-german and name- 
sake before mentioned was an officer in the Parliamentary ser* 
vice, vras himself first a Captain and afterwards a Major-General 
in the king's army ; in which stations his services were vetyooo- 
siderable, particularly his relief of the Caatie of Elphin after about 
fifteen weeks' ri^ ; the besiegers, under Captain Ormsby and 
other ocanmanderB, on bis appearance, retreating from before the 
town. After OrtHuwell's death, having shewn himsdf very sea- 
Ions for the reetoratloD of King Charles the Second, he was, apon 
the ooounenoe of tiwt event, one of the first advanced to the 



id By Google 



NOBLE FAMILY OF " KING." 59 

peerage of Ireland, by the title of B«ron Eingstoa of Kingston(a), 
bis patent beuing date od the fourth of September, 1660; and 
in the March following he was appointed one of the ConuniBsionen 
of the Court of Clums for the settlement of IrelantL In May, 
1661, he took hia seat in the House of Lords, and in the follow- 
ing month was selected as one of those deputed to advise His Ma- 
jestj on the state of Ireland, " for the service of the Crown, the 
good of the Church, and the speedy and happy settlement of the 
kingdom.^' In April, 1666, he wm coDstitut«d, with Lord Berke- 
ley, joint President of Connaught, and, in the May following, sola 
governor of that province. In 1674 he had a grant by patent <^ 
« yearly penaioa of £838. It was also provided, by the Act of 
Settlement, that all such ibrfeited lands, as were set out in Ire- 
land to his Lordship or his &ther, or which were purchased by 
them, and set out to, or possessed by them, previous to 1659i 
should be confirmed to h™ in fee, and his arrears satisfied, with 
diven other grants and benefits, which were confirmed to him by 
the Act of Explanation. He died in 1676, leaving issue two 
sons, then in their minority, viz., Bobert and John, suoceMiTe 
lorda of Kingston. Their mother, Catherine, having been the 
daughter of Sir William Fenton of Mitchelstown, in the County 
Cork, and he dying without issue male, that estate vested in ikoB 
family, vis., first in Robert King, the eldest son of Sir John, and 
the second Baron Kingston, who, after being educated in Ox- 
ford, even before King James was voted by the ooaventiou of the 
Estates of England to have abdicated, espoused in Ireland the 
party that would have opposed his sovereignty there. Accordingly 
when, in January, I6S8, the "£nniskilling-men" were preparing 
for coming events, M'Carmick writes ; " All this tome we had 
&eqUKit correepondence with my Lord of Kingston, who bad 
raiaed a very considerable force, both of horse and foot, in the 
Cotmtiea of Roscommon and Sligo, and bad made Sligo'his garri- 

(a) There was at this time on existing £aHdom of Kingston in 
the English Peerage; it was in the family of Pierrepont, and de- 
rived fVom Kingston-upon-HulL 
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son, which he endeavoured, with all diligence, to fortify, with a 
firm reaolutian of holding out that place against all opposition ; but, 
ammunition being scarce with him, and receiving, in February, 
enoonragement from Colonel Landy, who at that time commanded 
bU, to desert Sligo and march his men to Deny, where he should 
be accommodated with provisions for his men, and forage for his 
boraea, he left Sligo, and marched as far as Balljshannon, towards 
Deny. He had no sooner left his garrison than the enemy was 
in it ; but the brave gentleman met assurance at Ballyshannon 
that there was not any forage to be met at Derry for his horses, 
and was therefore constrained to continue where he was, quarter- 
ing his men along the frontier, upon the north side of Lough 
Eame." He was in 1689 selected, with Captain Chidley Coote, 
to command the gentry of the County Sligo, that Ij^ad associated to 
support King William, as more particularly narrated in the sub- 
sequent geneni history of the Baronj of Boyle, sjid was therefore 
attainted in James's Parliament of Dublin. In 1690hecommanded 
a r^^ent at the taking of Carrickfergus, and on the reduction of 
the kingdom, took his seat in the House of Peers, in 1692. In the 
following year he executed conveyances for the establishment and 
endowment of a College and Alms House at Boyle, as stated here- 
after, in the history of that locality. In 1698 he married Margaret, 
one of the daughters and co-heireases of William Hsrbord, of 
Grafton Park, Nottinghamshire, Vice Treasurer of Ireland, and 
afterwards Ambassador to the Ottoman Portc^Thia Lord Robert, 
dying without issue, ia 1693, was succeeded by his only brother, 
John, the third Baron Kingston, who had abjured the Established 
Church, was constituted a member of King James's Privy Coun- 
«1, and, following his fortunes into France, was outlawed, but 
pardoned in 169^, and took his seat in the House of Peers in 
1697- He married Margaret, daughter of Florence O'Cahan, died 
in 1727, and was buried at the Temple Church, London, leaving 
issue two sons: Robert, who died at Eton School; James, his 
successor; and two daughters, Catherine, married to Geoi^e But- 
ler, of Bsllyragget, and Sophia, to Brettridge Badham, Member 
of Parliament for Batfacormuck. James, the fourth Lord Kings- 
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ton, took Mb seat in Parliuuent in 1728 ; he married twice, bat 
leaving no male issne, the title become extinct on his death in 
1761 ; while his eatates passed to his only surviTing daughter, the 
Lady Margaret King, who married the Right Honourable Colonel 
Richard Fitzgerald, of Mount Ophaley, County Kildare, and their 
only daughter and heiress, Caroline, as hereafter mentioned, be- 
came the wife of the Honourable Robert King, Viscount Kings- 
borough, whereby the families and estates of both lines were re- 
united. — AJthough the noble inheritors of Mitchelstown do not 
immediately connect with the localities of this history, the above 
sketch of their descent and honours could not be properly omit- 
ted. Betuming now to the succession of the family of Sir Robert 
King and Frances Ffolliott: 

2nd. Henry King, th^ second son, graduated in All Souls' 
College, Oxford, during the time of the Commonwealth, and was 
afterwards made a Fellow thereof by the Visitors of that Uni- 
versity. 

3rd. Sir Robert King, of whom hereafter. 

4th. William King, who, in 1660, waa appointed to a cap- 
taincy by Charles the Second ; he had married a daughter of Sir 
John Temple, but died in 1662, without issue, and was buried in 
St. Michan's church, Dublin. 

The six daughters of Sir Robert and Frances were : Catherine 
and Anne, who died young. — Mary, who married, first, William, 
son and heir of Sir Robert Meredyth, of Greenhills, County Kil- 
dare, Baronet, and secondly, William Earl of Denbigh and Des- 
mond. She died before 1662, and was buried in St Michan's 
church, Dublin. — Elizabeth died unmarried — and Anne, who 
married William Basil of Donnycamey, the Irish Attorney-Gene- 
ral during the Protectorate. She died in February, 1662, and 
was also buried in Sl Michan's. 

Sir Robert, above mentioned as the third son of Sir Robert and 
Frances, received his education in All Souls' College, Oxford, of 
which he was chosen a Fellow in 1649- After acquitting himself 
there in the most distinguished manner, and receiving all the 
honours the UniTersity could confer, he travelled into France, 
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whence he returned, upon the Beetontticm, % highly acoom{diBhed 
gentleman. He wiu created a Baronet in 1682, and, in the sub- 
sequent civil war, took an actiTe part for the succession of King 
William, as evinced in his letters, two of whidi are printed ^nm^ 
in tLe History of the Baronj of Boyle. When the contest wm 
decided, and government restored, bang dwn reudent at Bock- 
ingham, he sat as one of the repreaenttttlTee of the County Boa- 
common in die first Parlisment of the niccewfnl sovereign, held 
in Dnbtin in 1693. He married dances, only surviving daughter 
■sd heiiesa of Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Gore, of Hagherabeg, 
County Donegal, and left issue by her, four sons and four daugh- 
ters. Of the sons, Bobert died young, John and Henry wore 
successive baronets, as hereafter mentioned, and utothw younger, 
Bobert, married Frances, eldest daughter of Doctor Edward 
Smith, Bishop of Down and Connor. The daughters were: Mary, 
married first to Chidley Coote, of Cootehall, County Boscommon, 
and afterwards to Henry Dering, of Dublin; Molina died young; 
Elizabeth married the Reverend Essex Edgeworth, of Temple-Hi- 
chael, in the Cotm^ Longford, by whom she had issue; and the 
fourth daughter died unmarried. Sir Bobert died in 170S> having 
by his will sought, to a certain extent, to redize the de«gn of hia 
nephew, Bobert Lord Kingston, fof the eetablishment of a free 
school OF college at Boyle, but family settlements created insur- 
mountable obstacles to its effective endowment(a). 

(a) During the time of this Sir Robert, some individuals flou- 
rished of the name of King, of whom, although not immediately 
connected with this line, some short notices may impart more ge- 
neral interest to the Memoir Archbishop William King, of an 

ancient descent in the North of Scotland, educated at Dungannon 
school, graduated in Trinity College, became an active instrument 
in promoting the recognition of the Prince of Orange, imme- 
diately after the battle of the Boyne was appointed by Royal 
letter to the See of Deny, and was, in 1702, translated thenoe to 
the Archbishopric of Dublin, which he enjoyed for twenty-seven 
years, when, dying at his palace of St. Sepulchre, he was buried 
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Sir John King, the second son of Sir Robert, socoeeded him in 
the baronetcy. In bis fstber's life-time, in 1695, he represented 
the bonmgh of Boyle in P&rliBment, mnd agftin in 1 703, utd the fol- 
lowii^jears.jointly with hia father; uid, &f^ his father's decease 
in 1 708, jointly irith hb own brother Henry. In 1715, letTing his 
said brother continning repreaentative of Boyle, he was elected 
one of the members for die County of Rosconunon, and so conti- 
nued until his death. He married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of 
JohnSankey, ofTenelick, County Longford, and co-heiress of her 



in the north nde of tiie chorchyard of Donnybroot — Peter, Lord 
King, Baron of Ockham, in Surrey, was nephew, in the maternal 
line, to the great John Locke. In 1708 he was chosen Recorder 
of the City c^London, and knighted by Queen Anne. In 1714 
he was appointed Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas ; in Uay, 
1725, created a peer by the above style; uid in the same year con- 
stituted Lord High Chancellor. He died in 1734. — Sir John 
King, of London, descended from a family who came into Eng- 
land from France after the massacre of 1572, was a distinguished 
scholar while at Eton, graduated at Queen's Coll<^ Cambridge, 
was admitted to the Inner Temple in 1660, and appointed King's 
Counsel in 1674, at which time also he was knighted ; his bio- 
grapher states, that in the latter part of his life his professional 
fees amounted to fivm £40 to £50 per day. He died in 1677, 
and was buried in the Temple Church. — Sir Edward King, an 
eminent chemist and su^eon, in whose laboratory Charles the 
Second used frequently to amuse himself. He was the first phy- 
giufln who attended that monarch in his last illness, when he 
Tentured to incur the then existing penalties, by bleeding his 
royal patron, bat his prompt conduct was warmly approved by 
the Faculty. — A baronetcy was also at this period (in 1 707), con- 
ferred on the Dorsetshire line of the King family, in the person 
of Sir Francis King. — Lastly may be mentioned Luke King, Esq. 
appointed, in 1680, Chief Remembrancer of the Court of Exche- 
quer in Ireland. 
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brotlier ; but d^ing in 1 720, vithoat issue by her, Sir John was 
succeeded by his uid brother. 

Sir Henry King, the third B&ronet, who so represented Boyle, 
and subseqaeotly the County of EoBcommon in Pulitment, and 
was Bwom of the Privy Conncil in 1733 ; be married Iwbella, 
sister of Bichard, Viscount Powerscourt, and died in 1740(a), 
leaving issue by her three sons and fire daughters. — The sons 
were: 1. Sir fiobert, the fourth Baronet, hereafter noticed. 2. 
Sir Edward, advanced to the Earldom of Kingston in 1768 ; 
while 3. Henry, of Belleek, County Mayo, born in 1733, repre- 
sented the Borough of Sligo in Parliament, and was a member of 
the Privy Council in Ireland. He married the eldest daughter of 
Paul Annesley Gore, Esq. — The daughters were: Eleanor, mar- 
ried to William Stewart, of Killimoone, County Tyrone, Esq., 
who represented that county in 1747; Frances, married to Hans 
Widman Wood, of Rosmead, County Westmeath, Esq. ; Isabella, to 

(a) In the time of these brother baronets occur two Individuals 
oftbis family name worthy of some recollection — Doctor William 
King, an ingenious writer and eminent civilian, was appointed, 
about 1702, Judge of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland, 
and Vicar-General to the Primste. His literary labours were not 
less productive than talented. He died in 1712, and was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. — Gregory King, an heraldic writer, a 
native, like some of the members of the lamily in the text, of 
Lichfield, passed much of his early life in Staffordshire. In 1 676, 
he completed and engraved, on his own account, a map of West- 
minster, on the scale of one hundred feet to on inch. In two years 
afterwords was created Rouge Dragon, when at unemployed hours 
he designed a map of Staffordshire. He assisted Sir Richard St. 
George in hisTiaitations of 1681, &c., and, having been consulted 
about the burial of Charles the Second, took a port in the publi- 
cation of the ceremony with Mr, Sandford, Lancaster Herald, who 
afterwards resigned bis tabard tobim. Gregory King was often 
subsequently employed in foreign installations. He died in 1712, 
and was buried in the Church of St. Benedict, Paul's Wharf. 
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ThomM Earl of Howth ; Anne, to John Knox, of Cwtlere*. 
Count; Sligo ; and Elizabeth, who died in 1737, umnanied. 

ASta this enumeration of the issue of Sir Henry King hj the 
Lady Isabella Wingfield, it must be here obseired, that from this 
female line, the above issue and their descendants claim lineal, 
legitimate, and unbroken descent from the Tictor Plantagenet of 
Poictiers and Cressy, by links of succession in the maternal line, 
authenticated and illustrated in history, acknowledged in the 
royal genealogies and books of peerage, and each capable of the 
beat legal confirmatioo, the Buccession being thus: 

Edward the Third had, by his Queen Philippa, John of Gaunt, 
his fourth son, ancestor of the Earls of Worcester and Dukes of 
Beaufort, and who, dying in 1399, left issue by his third wife 
(Catherine, daughter of Sir Feter Roet, Knight, and relict of Sir 
Otho de Swynford, Knight), a daughter, Joan Beaufort, who 
married Balph Neville, of Boby, constituted Earl of Westmore- 
land and Earl Marahal of England, and who became the ancestor 
of the Earls of Warwick, and of the Lords Abergavenny. He 
died m 1426, leaving issue by her, Bichard Neville, Earl of Sa- 
lisbury, his eldest sou, who married Alice, daughter and heiress 
of Thomas Uontacute, Earl of Salisbttry, and bad issue by her a 
daughter, Catherine, who married William Bonville, Lord Bon- 
vllle and Harrington, who was beheaded after the second battle 
of St Albans (1461). After his death, this Lady Catherine mar- 
ried Lord Hastings, from which alliance sprung the Earls of Hun- 
tingdon, those of Moira, and the Marquesses of Hestiugs. She had, 
however, by her said first husband, a daughter and heiress. Cicely, 
who became the second wife of Thomas Grey, ofGroby, Marquess 
of Dorset Dorothy, the eldest dav^hter of that marriage, was 
the second wife of Robert, Lord Willoughby, who died in 1222, 
leaving issue by her, Elizabeth, their eldest dai^hter, who married 
John Powlett, second Marquess of Winchester; he died in 1576, 
leaving Lady Mary, his eldest daughter, who became the wife of 
Henry, the second Lord Cromwell, who died in 1 J96, leaving is- 
sue by her, Edward, his son and beir, the third Baron Cromwell, 
who exchanged his English estates with Blount, Lord Mountjoy, 
vol.. I. P 
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for those of Lecole, in the County Down. This Lord Cromwell 
married Frances, dangliter of WUliam Bugge, of Filmiagton, in 
the County of Norfolk, and died in 1607 ; his eldest son Thomas 
was afterwards advanced in the Irisli peerage, by the titles of 
. Viscount Lecole and Earl of Ardglas. Lord Edward Cromwell 
also lefb by liis said wife a datighter, Anne, who intermarried with 
Sir Edward Wingfield, of Fowerscourt, Knight, and had issue by 
him, Lewis Wbgfield, Esq., their third son, but whose line, oa the 
fiulure of tlie elder, inherited the estates of Powarsoourt by snr- 
riyorship. Anne died in 1636, aa did her husband in two years 
afterwards ; Lewis intermarried with Sidney, daughter of Sir 
Paul Gore, of Manor Gore, County Donegal, Baronet, by wliom 
he had Edward, His son and heir, who married Eleanor, daughter 
of Sir Arthur Gore, of Newtown-Gore, County Mayo, and died 
at Powerscourt House in William-street, Dublin, in 1728; his 
ddest daughter, Isabella, was the lady whose marriage with Sir 
Henry Eing necessitated the last paragraph. Her brother, Richard 
Wingfield, was thereupon introduced to the represoitatiaQ of 
Boyle^ while Sir Henry King sat as one of the members for the 
County Roscommon. This Bichard was afterwards elevated to 
the peerage as Yiscoont Powerscourt It but remuns to say, in 
reference to this portion of the maternal pedigree of the present 
noble representatives of the family of King, that it has been so- 
lemnly proved at the Heralds' Office^ London, and was so officially 
certified. 

Sir Robert King, the fourth Baronet, and eldest son of the 
above marriage, born in 1 724, succeeded his father in his honours 
and estates; and, after the example of his grandfather and name- 
sake, devoted himself in early life to foreign travel, on his return 
from which he was, in 1?45, chosen the representative in Parlia- 
ment of the Borough of Boyle ; and in 1748 was created Baron 
of EingsboTough, with remainder to the heirs male of his body, 
by which title he took his seat in Parliament in 1749- The pre- 
amble of his patent commences: "Whereas our trusty and well- 
bdoved Sir Robert King, of Rockingham, in the County Boecom- 
mon, is descended from an ancient and illustrious &inily, always 
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approved for their loyalty and courage, tot the many emiDent 
aerricea by which they have, from time to time, remarkably con- 
tributed, not only to the reducing of eeveml rebelliona in our 
kingdom of Ireland, but also to the reformation of our eubjects 
there to a state of civility and order ; many of whom have been, 
heretofore, for their public merit, distinguished by our royal 
progenitors, by grants of honours and also of lands and posseasious 
of ample and large extent : and whereas the said Sir fiobert King 
baa now, in his early youth, already discovered extraordinaiy en- 
dowmenta of mind, together with a most disinterested zeal for 
OUT honour, and the welfare of hia country. We," &c, kc He 
was aflerwarda apptnnted CuBtoa Botulorum of the County of 
BoBoommon, bat dying unmarried in 1755, his peerage became 
extinct, while the estates devolved upon hia next brother. 

Sir Edward King, the fifth baronet, born in 1726, represented 
the County of Boscommon in the Parliaments of 1749 and 1761; 
and by patent (^ 1764, redting the extinction of the former 
peengea of Kingston and Kingsborough, Hia Majesty, " deeming 
the said Sir Edward King worthy to have the nobility of his &- 
mily renewed in his person, and being well assured of hia zeal and 
attachment to the Crown and Government," advanced him to the 
peert^ by the title of Baron Kingston, of Rocking^uun, with lir 
mitation to the heire male of his body. In 1766 he was created 
Viscount Kingaborougb, and in 176ayetfurtheradvancedinthe 
peerage to the dignity of Earl of Kingston. He married, in 
1732, Jane, daughter of Thomas Caulfield, of Douamon, County 
Boscommon, Esq., died in 1797(a), and was buried in Boyle 

(a) At this time fiourished Sir Eichard King, a distinguished 
naval commander. Born in 1730, he, when but eight years old, 
accompanied his maternal uncle, Cranmodore Barnett, Commander 
in Chief in the Mediteranean, and afterwards in the East Indies. 
On the commencement of hostilities with Spain, Lord Anson par- 
ticularly recommended him (being then Capttun King), as an offi- 
cer on whom he could depend, to convey the earliest intelligence 
of that event to the East Indies ; and he had the good fortune to 
p2 
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church, beside his wife, who had died in 1784. Their issue wss 
three sons &ud four daughters: 

1. Kobert, his heir, hereafter mentioiied. 

2. Henry, died in 1136, without issue. 

3. William, died in 1762, also without issue. 

Of the daughters, Lady Jaue, the eldest, married, in 1772, Sir 
Laurence Parsons, the distinguished author of the " Defence of 
Irish History," afterwards created, in 1793, Viscount Oxmantowu, 
and in 1S06, Earl of Eosse ; the only issue of that marriage was 
Lady Frances, who, in 1799, intermarried, as hereafter mentioned, 
wi^ Viscount Lorton. The second dai^hter of Earl Edward was 
Lady Eleanor Elizabeth, whodied in 1622, unmarried; thethird. 
Lady Isabella Letitia; and the youngest, Lady Frances, who, in 
1803, intermarried with Thomas Tenison, of Castle Tenison, 
County EoBOommon, Esq., of whose family a notice will be found 
in a subsequent section of this work, 

Robert, the second Earl of Kingston, married, in 1769, Caro- 
line, only daughter of the Right Honourable Colonel Richard 
Fitz-Gerald, of Mount Ophaley, County Kildare, by Lady Marga- 
ret King, the only child and heiress of James, the fourth Baron 
Kingston, by whom (who died in 1 823) he had issue six sons and 
five daiighters. The sons were: 

make a remarkably expeditious passage to India, which, if he had 
not effected, the expedition to Manilla must hare failed, as the 
squadron arrired there only a few days before the changing of the 
monsoon. In 1779 he was sent second ofBcer in command to the 
East Indies, and in the following year was promoted to the 
rank of Commodore, in which station he continued during the 
whole of the war, and was engaged in all the actions with the 
French squadron. In 1780 he was knighted; in 1784 promoted 
to the rank of Rear Admiral of the White; in 1790, appointed 
Commander in Chief in the Downs; in 1792 was created a baro- 
net, with a succession of honours and yet higher promotions, until, 
in 1799, be became Admiral of the White, soon after which he 
died. 
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lat. George, late Earl of KingBtoo, who wu taken prisoner At 
Wexford by the Iri^ rebels in 1798. In 1821, be obtuned a ps^ 
tent of peerage as of the United Kingdom, and ba^dng, in 1794, 
married Helene, only daughter of Stephen, first Earl of Mount- 
cashel, he had issue by her three sons: 1. Edward, Yiscount Kings- 
borough, a nobleman distingaished for his literary acquirements, 
but who died in 1837, unmarried; 2. Bobert, now Earl of Kings- 
ton; 3. James, barrbter-at-Uw; and two daughters: Lady Helena 
Caroline (who in 1829 married Philip Davies Cooke, Esq., of 
Gwysaney, in Flintshire, and Owston Hall, Yorkshire, of the an- 
cient line of the Very Beverend John Cooke, who was Dean of 
York in 1452), and Lady Adelaide Charlotte, who was married, 
in 1834, to Charles Tankerville Webber, Esq., barrister-at-law. 

2nd. Bobert Edward, second son of the second Earl of Kinga- 
ttm, was born in 1773. At the age of nineteen he entered the 
army in the 27th, or Enniskillen B^iment of Foot, obtuned a 
majority in the course of two or three years, and soon after a 
Lieutenant Colonelcy in the 127th fiegiment of Foot. In 1801 
he was constituted full Colonel, Major-General in 1808, Lieute- 
nantrGeneral in 1813, and a full General in 1830 ; duringvhich 
BUCcessiTe promotions (having distinguiehed himself as a military 
ofScer in the 1 at battalion of Grenadiers, at the capture of Mar- 
tinique, St. Lucia, and Guadaloupe, in the West Indies, especially 
during two campaigns in the latter island, and in covering the re- 
treat irom Fointra-Petre, in which action he was struck by a spent 
ball), he was, in IBOO, created Baron Erris, of Boyle, and in 
1606 Viscount Lorton. He is also Lord Lieutenant and Cuatoa 
Botulorum of the County Eoscommon, having been the first ap- 
pointed to that high office ; but superior even to the exaltation that 
BOTal honours, unsullied lineage, or military fame, could confer 
open h'T", is the meed of pruse that he has earned as a resident in- 
fluential nobleman, in the centre of hia own picturesque and culti- 
vated manor, with a happy and peaceful t«nantry around him. In 
1799 his Lordship was married, as before si^ested, to Lady 
Frances Parsons, only daughter and heiress of the first Earl of 
Bosse, who died in 1841, leaving behind her memorials of active 
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duritj that will not be foi^tten. Lord Lorton lud issoe by 
her: 

Two Bona — 1. Bobert (wbo in 1629 intermmrried with Anne, 
sister ofSirBobertGore Booth, by whomhehuiisae. 2- Lau- 
rence Huraan Sing Herman (who in 1837 intermarried with 
Muy, daughter of the late R. Johnstone, Esq., of Alua, by whom 
he also has issue). And four daughters: 1. Juie, married to 
Anthony Lefroy, Esq., Member of Parliament for the County 
ofLongfoid, and son of the Honourable Baron Lefroy. 2. Elea- 
nor, who died young. 3. Caroline, married in 1827 to Sir 
Bobert Grore Booth, died in 1826 ; and 4. Frances, married in 
1 634 to the Reverend Charles Leslie, son of the present Bishop 
of Kilmore (a cousin of the Doke of Wellington, and a descend- 
ant of the noble house of Balquhuir, in Aberdeenshire). This 
prelate's brother was the representative of the County of Mo- 
nugK^^n ID eeren succosive parliaments (as is his nephew in the 
present). Lady Frances diiid in the year ai^ her marriage. 
3rd. Edward King, the third son of Earl Robert, was one of 
the representatives for the County Soecommon, in the first Im- 
perial Parliament of 1802. He embraced the naval profession, wu 
a midshipman in the Inoineiile at the victory obtained by horA 
Howe over the French fleet in 1794; afterwards, signalizmg 
himself in many other eog^ements, rose to the rank of Post 
Captun, and died in the command of the AUxmdria &igate at 
Barbadoes. 

4th. Sir Henry King, the fourth son of Earl Robert, was bom 
in 1776, received, at Eton and Harrow schools, the rudiments of 
an education which he perfected in Exeter CoU^^ Oxford, and 
entered the military service In 1794. In 1797 he distingnished 
himself in the active scenes that took place in St Domingo, 
until the evacuation of the Mole; in 1799, he was severely 
wounded in action in Holland, and again in the unfortunate at- 
tack upon Buenos Ayres in 1806. In July, 1809, he landed at 
Lisbon in command of the 2nd battalion of the Sth, a corps after- 
wards so celebrated in the Peninsular War for its discipline and 
prowess ; in the oritical conflict cm the heights of Bnsaco his vigi- 
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lance and ftrdoiiT were eminently evinced; in 181 1 be cnnmiiided 
at tlie battles of Fuentes d'Onoro and Badajoe. In the respective 
jears of 1822, 1826, and 1830, he was returned as one of the 
members for the County of Sligo; in 1B35 was appointed a Knight 
Companion of the Bath ; and in 1838, obtained the rank of Lieu- 
tenant- General, but died in the following jear at his seat near 
Windsor. He married first, in 1602, Mary, eldest daughter of 
the Honourable and Very Reverend Dean Hewitt, who was the 
son of Viscoant LifTord, Lord High Chancellor of Ireland in 1767, 
a nobleman of ancient and honourable ancestry in Warwickshire. 
By this lady Sir Henry King had issue, three sons. 1. Henry, 
bom in 1608, who has died without issue. 2. John Wingfield 
King, who entered the army in 1824, in the Northumberland 
Fuuleers, obtained a Captaincy in 1831, and in the some year in- 
termarried with Alicia, dav^hter of Chidley Coote, E»q. (by 
whom he has issue). 3. Edward Eobert, who entered the army 
in 1826, in the 36th regiment of foot, and was promoted to acap- 
tuncy in 1832; and four daughters, viz.: Caroline, married in 
1827 to John Odell of Carriglea, County Waterford, Esq. ; Louisa 
Hary, married in 1837 to the Kev. Charles Leslie, eldest son of 
the Bishop of Kilmore (his second wife) ; Sydney Jane, married 
in 1635 lo Henry Coe Coape, Esq.; and Alicia, lately married to 
Henry Hamilton O'Hara, of Crebilly, County Antrim, Esq. — Sit 
Henry, in 1832, married hia second wife, Elizabeth, relict of 
J. Hichardson, Esq., and aunt of the Coant«B8 of Lichfidd, by 
whom he has left no issae. 

5th. Bererend Richard Fitzgerald King, fifth son of Earl Ro- 
bert, married, in 1800, Williamina, eldest daughter of the late 
William Ross, and by her has issue. 

6th. John King, ike sixth son, was, in 1805, ^pointed Secre- 
tary of Legation to the Elector of Wirtemburg. He died un- 
married. 

7th . James William, the youngest son of Earl Robert, was also 
distinguished in the navy. He received his first commission in 
1804, and in 1809 was appointed to the command otHie Jason, 
which ship bore the flag of the Duke of Clarence, when his Royal 
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Highnesa escorted Lonis XVTIL to the Frencli ibore. Slie subw- 
quentlj couTeyed th« Emperor AJexuider, the King of PnuBU, 
and tlie Duchess of Oldenburgh, to Calais. In 1815, Captun 
King intermarried with Caroline, the daughter of the late Moat 
Beverend Doctor Euseby CleaTer, Archbishop of Dublin, and 
niece of the Bight Reverend Doctor William Cleaver, successively 
Bishop of Chester, Bangor, and St. Asaph. Captain King has 
issue by her, two sons and three daughters. 

The dai^btess of Earl Robert were : Mai^ret, who Intermu^ 
ried with the late Earl of Mountcashel ; Caroline, married in 
1800 to the late General Morrison ; Mary, married to George G. 
Meares, Esq., died in 1819 ; Jane Diana, married first to Count 
deWitzingerode, minister of the Elector of Wirtemburgh, and 
Enight of several orders,-'-8econdly to Monsieur Ricci ; and 
Louisa Eleanor, who in 1803 was married at the Court of Stat- 
gard to the late Baron Spaen, the Batavitui minister there, and 
who is now a widow. 



\ Immediately adjoining Rockingham is the town- 
land of Em8, fix)m which Viscount Lorton took his 
before-mentioned earlj title of Baron. Here, on an 
eminence, near the residence of Captain Duckworth, 
is one of theee circular ecclesiastical fortresses, so 
frequently met with, both in this country and in 
England. This exhibits a circular massy wall of 
uncemented stone, about eight feet and a half in 
thickness, widening in one part to twelve. /^The dia- 
meter of the enclosure measures about thirty feet, 
and it was evidently once surrounded by a fosse and 
mound, thus assimilating it in character to those of 
Cornwall, described by Borlase.? At a short distance 
from this, on a higher land called Carrickmore (i. e. 
" the great rdbk"), is a similar, but much larger, and 
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more perfect, circular enclosxire, also of .imcemented 
stone, and measuring in diameter upwards of 150 
feet; the walls, in some places of very massy stone, 
are generally 12 feet in thickness, and in one' 
place 16 ; there are now no traces of fosse or 
mound, but there are some as of the foundations of 
cells within it There is another in the adjoining 
parish of KiU-bryan, on the townland of Keelogues. 
Thus encircled, the simple churches of Christ were, 
on the first efforts of piety, erected, and, while con- 
venience or custom led to a preference of wood in 
their formation, it does appear, from several exist- 
ing remains, that they were frequently defended, like 
those that here occur, with massy enclosures of 
stone. In those parts of Ireland, where they occur, 
they are generally called " casiols." Venerable Bede 
illustrates the use and motive of such buildings, and 
defines them to be ecclesiastical; one particularly al- 
luded to by him, as erected in 684 by Cuthbert, an 
Irish Bishop of Lindiefam,i8 described, like the above, 
as a round structure of four or five perches diameter, 
the wall of which was, on the outer side, somewhat 
higher than a man erect, while within, it was made 
in effect higher, by deepening the' enclosed space, 
with a design of restraining the eyes and thoughts of 
the pious occupants from earthly objects and desires, 
to look only to heaven. This wall, he adds, was not 
built of hewn stone, or with mortar, but with rough 
stones of a huge size and the earth that was'dug out 
of the enclosed space. " Within this ftircle," adds 
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Bede, " were two structures, one an oratory for 
prayer, and the other for the ordinary ueea of a 
dwelling"(o). There are several remains of svch 
" casiols" over Ireland, and especially in this pro- 
vince ; one of moDBtrous unhewn stones, without 
cement, and capable of containing (as O'Flaherty de- 
scribes its size) two hundred beeves, is found at Dun 
-^ngus, in the greater isle of Aran, on a cliff over 
the sea, and a second in the middle isle. Tradition 
confirms the ecclesiastical use of this edifice, as that 
it was built by St Endeus, at the close of the fifth cen- 
tury, aromid his little churches. There is another 
in the island of Inismurry, off the coast of Shgo, ex- 
pressly caUed " the casiol," the enclosing wall there 
is also wholly without mortar, but the stones so ad- 
mirably inserted into each other as to need none. It 
is from five to eight feet thick, and about ten feet 
high, containing within it some rude subterranean 
cells, and three stone chapels, but the latter appear 
of a more recent date .than the rest of the workman- 
ship. There is a very fine specimen of this species 
of building called cul-casiol, near the village of Kil- 
movee, in the Goimty Mayo, and a sinular, but much 
dilapidated structure, on the lands of Mr. Phillips, 
of Cionmore, in the same county, which imparts ita 
generic name to the townland of Cara-Casiol. On 
the aforesaid townland of Erria is a well of ancient 
reverence called Tobber-na-driney, i e. "the well of 

(a> Beds, " ViU Cuthberti," a 17. 
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ihe black thorns," and near it stood a chinch, for the 
same reason styled Teampul-na-driney. All traces 
of this edifice have disappeared, but, in recently ex- 
cavating its site, Captain Duckworth found, about 
two feet below the surface of the soil, a considerable 
portion of cut stone, which seemed to have belonged 
to the door and windows. A group of old trees, in 
a circle adjacent, evidently marks the situation and 
antiquity of the cemetery. On this townland is a 
fine quarry of black marble, exhibiting to the geolo- 
gist not unfrequent specimens of fossils, and other 
petrefections; cockles especially have been found, 
very perfectly developed, incrusted in the stone. 

Between Erris and the river of Boyle, near a fall 
of that water, about a mile from the town, once 
stood the ancient Columbian house of Eas-mac- 
neirc (sometimes confounded with Inchmacnerin), 
of which many notices will be found in the subse- 
quent history of the district The walls of a small 
church, about 50 feet by 25, are all that now mark 
this once fine establishment Below it, and nearer 
the river, surrounded by some very old ash trees, 
the ground having been accidentally laid open, a 
succession of those caves, so frequently met with in 
Ireland, has been exposed to view. The work of 
exfodiation was carried on under the immediate in- 
spection of Captain Duckworth, who thus reports: 
" Od clearing out the accumulated rubbish and fill- 
ings of ages, I found a room of 26 feet in length, 
connected with a similar apartment at one end, and 
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at the other narrowing into a passage of five feet in 
extent, and in span at first about two feet and a half 
square, but gradually widening as it points in the 
direction of the river and church, until it opens into 
another room, measuring 1 8 feet in length by nine in 
its centre breadth, for it narrows at both ends. Within 
it a man can stand erect. Mid the whole is covered 
by three very large flags, wearing the appearance of 
a flat-bottomed boat turned upside down." These 
caves are all constructed without mortar, the arch- 
ings being turned on geometric principles; the cells, 
most usually circular, are about five feet high, and 
as many in diameter, while the coimecting galleries, 
of varying length, have their sides made of stones 
laid flat upon each other, and covered with flags, 
projecting gradually \mtil closed by one range at 
top. The use, to which these structures were applied, 
is extremely doubtfid, but, as they were evidently 
too small and narrow for the reception of human 
beings, they woidd seem rather designed for the 
convenient disposal of stores, arms, provisions, and 
other such warlike necessaries as were then of use, 
which in these places might be kept secure from the 
weather, ready for use, and inaccessible to plun- 
derers. That they were not used for habitations is 
made more probable, by their having no passages for 
light or smoke, while their use as granaries is con- 
firmed by Giraldus Cambrensis in his " Conquest of 
Ireland" (hb. ii. c. 17), where he says, that the na- 
tives of this province, when Connaughtwasinvaded by 



id By Google 



THE PARISH OF BOYLE. 77 

Milo de Cogan, burned all before him, their towneand 
villagBB, as well as all the provisions, which they were 
unable to hide in their subteiraaeau galleries, " quie 
hypogeis subterraneis abscondere nonpoterant." Pos- 
sibly, too, in cases of actual attack, these cavern 
passages imd cells might be employed to shelter the 
women and children, and offer a dernier resort for 
the men when all else was hopeless ; a last retreat, 
where a few might retard a multitude, and probably, 
by secret outlets, effect their ultimate escape. The 
" Antiquitates Celto-Scandinavise" (p. 14) seem to 
furnish a highly interesting testimony of this their ap- 
plication, and such, in the primitive times, may have 
been " the dens on the moimtains, and caves and 
strongholds," which, as related in "Judges" (vi. 2), 
the children of Israel constructed, when the hand of 
Midian prevailed against then. It may also be re- 
marked, that Tacitus(a) mentions caves as used 
among the Germaos for granaries, as well as for 
places of retreat Hirtius(&) speaks of the same 
in Africa ; and their generaUty is more exten- 
sively established in King's " Munimenta Antiqua 
(vol.i. p.45,&c.) In Ireland they are usually based on 
sand or gravel, so that no water can rest on them. 
A fine specimen is to be seen near Dublin within the 
hill of Knock-an-ard-ousk, " the hill of the high 
water," which rises immediately over the pictu- 



(a)DeHoribasG 

(b) De Bell. Afriomo, sect. 57. 
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resquely situated village ofLucan; this is said to 
Tim a considerable distance under ground, linking in 
its course a series of little circular vaults. In re- 
moving some of the fine mould about this cave, se- 
veral stone implements of -war and huBbandrj, an 
ancient spur, and a piece of curiously carved bone, 
were discovered. The summit of this bold emi- 
nence is rounded into a fine rath, half of whose cir- 
cumference is almost impr^nable by nature, while 
the other half is defended by smooth, steep outworks 
of earth. In a hill near Castle Connor, in the Comity 
of Sligo, there is a yet more curious subterranean 
passage, running in a circle, and in its diameter open- 
ing on quadrangular chambers, built of vast arched 
stones. Ware.in his "Antiquities" has given aground 
view of this latter cavern (PI. I. No. 5). Those 
near Portaferry, — at Kilbixy, — and others, especially 
in the County Mayo, seem also referrible to this class, 
and Sampson, in his " Memoirs of Londonderry" 
(p. 330), mentions several as existing in that county. 
The southern section of the parish of Boyle, in 
which all the scenes heretofore described occur, is 
further embellished by some fine funeral mounts, or 
" doos," as they are here sometimes termed, the word 
" rf«a" signifyingi in Irish, a high mound. One of 
these is raised to a perpendicular height of about 
forty feet above an eminence called Knockmelliagh, 
situatedwithin the demesne of Rockingham, andfi-om 
the foot of which the annexed view was taken. It 
was once fossed, but the fosse is now scarcely tracea- 
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ble. Another, and a finer specimen, gives name to 
Enockadoo, about five miles westward, and within 
this parish ; it is about the same height as the last, 
but its fosse has been preserved very perfect, and is 
at present hedged on the outer bank. On its top, 
large stones, that seem to have been once circularly 
set, are now imbedded ; the view of the surrounding 
coiintry hence is very extensive, and two other si- 
milar mounda(o) are thence distinguishable at the 
south-east, On Knockadoo, a little below the mount, 
are traces of a large fort ; while on another hill, im- 
mediately southward, is a distinct and noble fort, 
called Lis-na-draoi, i. e., " the fortified place of the 
Magi, or Druids." It is upwards of 100 feet in the 
diameter of its simimit, and, by remains yet very dis- 
cernible, is shewn to have had two fosses, the inner 
being about fourteen feet in width, the outer about 
11. There are other forts in this section of the pa- 
rish, three on Derrymaquirk, two on Lecarrow.one on 
Baiockavroe,oneonLetford's Park, two inErris, &c. 
On the portion of the parish north of the river are 
three forts, on the lands of Drumdoe ; and here, close 
to the river, are situated the ruins of the church of Is- 
selyn, the original parochial place of worship, before 
Boyle had risen to importance imder the patronage of 
its noble proprietors. The road from Boyle to Isselyn 
points to Lough Gara, following up the course of the 

(a) See of those Mounts, " History of the County of Dablin," 
p. 332, ftc 
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river, irom which it is in no instance far removed, 
although the water is frequently concealed by the 
inequaUties of the surface. Some parts of this way 
are very steep, and there are considerable descents, 
ae well as ascents, but the rise is, on the whole, to- 
wards the lake which lies much above Boyle ; and 
the inequalities maybe considered as the ofif-sets from 
the Curlew mountains, near the base of which the 
road nms. From the ascents very extensive pros- 
pects open, across the river, and towards the plains 
of Boyle ; the town itself standing in the valley, with 
the river winding towards it; the church, surrounded 
by the old trees of the park, and the full feathering 
of new plantations, present a very favourable as- 
pect. The old church of Isselyn stands on a knoll, 
terminating abruptly at the river ; and from the maa- 
siveness of the walls, of large hewn stone, two feet 
and an half in thickness — their height, in detached 
fragments, about 20 feet — the extent of the area, 
the choir measuring 16 yards by 8, and the aisle 
about 25 by 8 — it might be supposed to have been 
once a pile of architectiiral extent and beauty ; but, 
while all the casings of windows and doors have been 
carried away, the style of the buildings appears even 
otherwise of an unassuming class. A large burial 
groimd, still much preferred for the Roman Catholic 
population of Boyle, surrounds this ruined church, 
and many headstones and horizontal monuments re- 
cord Mac Manuses, Mac Gowrans, and, above all, 
Mac Dermotts.as still claiming some proprietorship in 
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the soil. There are no memorials, however, worthy 
of any especial notice. The oldest is within the 
ruins, and commemorates a Mr. James Johnston, 
who died in 1702. — At the foot of the knoll, occu- 
pied by these remains, is a quarry vein, which, when 
burned with a strong heat, affords excellent gypsum 
for cement, but English competition precludes its 
introduction into market in any way that could re- 
munerate for the manufacture and carriage. The 
river here rushes over the rocks with considerable 
velocity, and at one place forms a small cascade ; va^ 
rious mill-sitea might be had hereabout, and the 
abundance and regularity of the supply of water ob- 
tainable from the lake, and the considerable falls, 
would amply maintain their operation. 

An old, and now disused road, leads from Isselyn 
to the banks of that estuary, by which the superflu- 
ous waters of Lough Gara escape into the river of 
Boyle ; off this at left, about half a mile from Isse- 
Ijm, is a fort measuring 35 yards in diameter, and hav- 
ing its fosse still tolerably perfect Beyond this, near 
Tinecarra, a bridle-road at right leads to the town- 
land of Ballynamultagh, where is an immense crom- 
lech ; the incumbent stone, which is inclined west- 
ward, at an angle of about 45 degrees, is 15 feet in 
length by 11 in breadth; its greatest thickness is 
two feet and a half, its average eighteen inches. The 
head leans on three large boulders, over which it pro- 
jects in a maimer, that forms a species of what anti- 
quarians term a Brehon chair, its foot being a little 

VOL. I. Q 
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raifled by a smaller rock. The generality of the 
cromlecha that survive in Ireland, like this, exhibit 
nowno circle of erect stones; but such are oftenfound, 
as if they were the outwork of the temple, and the 
channels or furrowa, still traceable on most of the in- 
cumbent stones, make it probable that sacrifices, as of 
oxen, &c., might be ofiered upon them; but, whatever 
were the victims, the altar is itself thoroughly eastern 
and primitive. Such an altar " Noah builded unto 
the Lord;" — such an altar the Deity commanded, 
" If thou wilt make me an altar of stone, thou shalt 
not build it of hewn stone, for if thou lift up thy tool 
upon it, thou hast polluted it" The black mould and 
ashes, commonly dug up about these cromlechs, con- 
firm the idea of their use as fire temples in the open 
air; nor should the circumstance of bones having 
been found under some few of them, as they are also 
found at the base of these enclosed fire temples, the 
round towers, militate against this conclusion, or 
induce a belief, that cromlechs were originally de- 
signed as mere funeral memorials. Such bones might 
have been these of the animals sacrificed, or, even if 
human, the rareness of the occurrence only illustrates 
the opinion, that the desire of being buried near 
places of worship, so prevalent in later ages, was 
even then partially acknowledged. The largest 
cromlech in Ireland is supposed to be that in the pa- 
rish of Fiddown, County Kilkenny, described in the 
I6th Volume ofthe "Archseologia." It stands on one 
of the Walch Mountains, in the County Kilkenny, 
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over the River Suit, between Carrick and Waterford, 
exhibiting a mass of most ponderous rock, not only 
raised but supported with geometrical accuracy, by 
an application of the doctrine of mechanic preesure 
truly surprising. Another at Ballymacacanlan, near 
Dundalk, gives similar evidence, that very powerful 
machinery must have been employed for its construc- 
tion. How else, it has been asked, could those ma- 
jestic rocks hare been hewed from the bowels of 
the earth, transported over hills and valleys, and 
poised on such uniform inclinations. There is also 
a fine one at Brennanstown, near Dublin ; a larger 
at Labacally, in the County Cork ; and the neigh- 
bourhood ofBaltinglas (which seems to derive its 
name "Beal-tinne-glas" from the ritesof fire worship), 
and the Isles of Aran, abound with such remains. 
Bang shews that cromlechs, similar to the Irish, ex- 
ist in Syria ; and Armstrong, in his history of the 
very ancient people of Minorca, mentions several still 
to be found there, adding, that they are commonly 
called " altars of the Gentiles." 

At a short distance to the north of this, on the east 
side of the memorable pass of Boherboy. a solitary, 
upright stone, commonly styled " the Governor's 
monument," is all that now remains of a large pile, 
which, according to an erroneous but popular opi- 
nion, is said to have marked the grave of Sir Conyers 
Clifford, who fell in the battle of the Curlews, as 
hereafter especially noticed in the historical section 
of this work ; but the moniunent must with more 
g2 
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correctness be identified with that erected by order 
of Lord Kingston, to commemorate the death of Cap- 
tain Alexander Weir, in a skirmieh there with the 
forces of Greneral Sarsfield, as also hereafter men- 
tioned. A detached portion of this parish, called 
Kilmacroy, the property of the Earl of Zetland, lies 
beyond Lough Ee ; on it are the ruins of a church, 
and a holy well called "Tobber-Mary," which is still 
the scene of an annual patron, and much rural, and, 
happily, now temperate and inoffensive, merriment. 

THE PABISH OF ESTEBSNOW. 

The rectory of this parish is impropriate in Lord 
Crofton, without patronage, while the vicarage, imited 
with that of Kilcola, forms a benefice to which the 
Diocesan collates by right The parishioners com- 
pounded for their tithes at £60 16^. Od., which sum, 
subject to the parliamentary deductions, is payable 
in moieties to Lord Crofton and the vicar. The 
latter resides in this parish in a glebe-house, built in 
1823, on a grantof £415, British, and a loan of £86, 
from the late Board of First Fruits; annexed to it are 
ten acres (plantation measure) of glebe. In the fio- 
man Catholic arrangement the parish forms part of the 
union of Killuken, as hereafter mentioned. The soil 
is chiefly used in tillage, but there are several large 
grazing farms. There are some good quarries of 
limestone, and a tract of bog to about the proportion 
of one-fourteenth of the parish According to the 
late Ordnance measurement, its superficial contents 
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are 6,457a. Ob. 16p., present measure, of whicli 
296a. Oe. 13p., are covered with water. The land 
was, on the Greneral Valuation, stated to be worth an- 
niially £2,788 Is. 8rf., on the total, rough and smooth. 
The townlands, into which the parish is apportioned, 
are 23 in number, 11 of which (upwards of 3,000a.) 
belong to Guy Lloyd, Esq., and 8 others (upwards 
of 2,000a. ) to Lord Lorton. The population of this 
district was, in 1821, returned as 1,539, increased in 
the Census of 1831 to 1,951, of whom 116 were 
members of the Established Church, the remainder 
Roman Catholics. The late Report extends the num- 
ber of inhabitants to 2,035. 

The parochial church, a plain but comfortable 
building, capable of accommodating 150 persons, is 
situated in a deep hollow near the southern extre- 
mity of the plains of Boyle, of which this parish is 
considered to be the limit In the churchyard is a 
large enclosed burial ground, with a marble slab, to 
the memory of Mrs. Irwin of Camlin, who died in 
1840. There are other memorials to John Irwin, 
of Camlin, obiit 1791, aged 85 ; to John Irwin, of 
Rushell, obiit 1821; to James Lytle, obiit 1819, to 
members of the family of Thomas Crawford, formerly 
vicar of Estersnow, 8tc. 

To the west of the church, bounded by hills and 
plantations, are the Cavetown Loughs, which afford 
an abimdant supply of eels in winter, and of trouts 
at other seasons of the year. At the head of the 
largest lake are some remains of Cavetown House, 
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■while the now neglected grounds, by which it is sur- 
rounded, still exhibit traceB of ornamental architec- 
ture, an extensive garden, a massy belijy, and an 
obelisk, with which it was embellished in the time 
of a former proprietor, Dean Mahon. On the town- 
land are several caves, from which it derives its 
name; they are said to extend to a considerable dis- 
tance, but are only natural fissures in the limestone 
strata, and now partially closed up. 

At Moylurg, within the townland of Clogher, is 
the handsome seat of Mr. Duke, one of Lord Lor- 
ton's tenants, adjoining which are discernible some 
massy traces of the stone ramparts and rounded an- 
gular towers of the ancient castle, once undoubtedly 
held by some members of the Mac Dermot sept; na- 
ture, however, has re-assumed her empire over the 
works of man, and the weed, and the sod, and the 
ivy, are thickly matted over the prostrate pile. 

Opposite Moylui^, on an elevated bank in the 
lawn of another private residence, stands a huge 
stone, perpendicularly set, and popularly called, 
Clc^h-na-stucceen, i. e. " the stone of the little hill," 
and by some Clogh-cam, "the crooked stone;" it 
measures about ten feet in height, two and a half in 
breadth, and one in width, while ita depth under 
ground has not been ascertained. Such stones are 
very numerous in Ireland ; in some places they 
stand single, while in others they are placed in cir- 
cles, and otherwise colleetively. Their use is, accord- 
ing to different opinions, respectively referred to four 
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objects : to commemorate events, to mark places of 
intermeot, to denote stations and sometimes objects 
of worship, or, like the hoar-stones in England, to 
fix boundaries of districts; in each construction they 
are met with in Scripture. Miss Beaufort, in her ex- 
cellent " Essay on Early Architecture and Antiqui- 
ties in Ireland," while she makes particular men- 
tion of the above pillar-stone, enumerates vmous 
others existing throughout Ireland, and adds her 
authority to the received opinion, that the reverence 
unduly paid to these pillars induced the carved stone 
cross, which is found in so many churchyards, and 
usually near the most ancient churches. " By cutting 
down the uncouth stone to a slender cross," she 
writes, " or, where this was not feasible, by carving 
upon the pillar the figure of the cross, or has relievos 
representing some part of Scripture history, those rude 
obelisks were consecrated. It appears to have been, 
amongst the early Christian missionaries, a frequent 
practice to retain, as it were, the popular veneration, 
but to change the motive, by investing the object of 
it with a Christian instead of a Pagan character, 
hence they were resorted to for Christian worship, 
as they had been for Pagan idolatry ; even now the 
habit is not quite extinct in some remote parts of 
the kingdom, as in the island of Cape Clear ; close 
to the ruined church, which is built in the oldest 
style of mason-work, stands a piUar tower, towards 
the top of which a cross has been cut, and this rege- 
nerated stone is held in great veneration. Pillar 
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Stones Euid crosses are in fact so conatantly found 
in the near neighbourhood of the oldest and most 
rudely built churches, as to shew the probability 
that these small early structures were purposely 
placed in such situations as were previously regarded 
with superstitious respect, that they might share, or 
rather win from the Fagan monuments the religious 
veneration of the people." King enumerates{a) 
various instances of piUar-stones throughout Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Wales. Even after Christianity 
became established, many continued (says Borlaee, 
in his history of Cornwall) " to pay their vows, and 
devote their offerings at the places where these stones 
were erected, coming thither with lighted torches, 
and praying for safety and success; and this custom 
we can trace through the fiflh and sixth centimes, 
even unto the seventh, as appears from the prohibi- 
tions of several councils." Martin(fi) suggests that 
there are still some signs of adoration paid to such 
stones in, the Scottish western isles. " In llie isle of 
Barray," he says, " there is a stone about seven feet 
high, and, when the inhabitants come near it, they 
talce a religious turn round it, according to the an- 
cient Druid ciistom." 

THE PABISH OF EILLUMMOO. 

The acreable contents of this parish are set down 
as 5,159a. 3b. 38p., whereof 301a. Or. 9p. are co- 

(a) Munimenta Antique, vol. L c. 2. 
(ft) History of the Western Islea, p. 88. 
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Tered, partly by the Shannon, and partly by loughs, 
of which there are several ■within it ; there is also a 
quantity of bog and some excellent limestone. The 
total annual value of the lands of this pariah is set 
down for local taxation at £2,509 19^. 8d. In the 
ecclesiastical arrangement the rectory is impropriate 
in Viscount Lorton, without patronage, while the 
vicarage forms part of the union of Aghrim; the pa- 
rochial rent-chai^, now £63, is payable in moieties 
to the impropriator and the vicar. In the Koman 
Catholic division Killiunmod forms part of the union 
of EUluken. The population was, in 1821, returned 
as 1,490, increased in the Census of 1831, to 1,978, of 
whom only 29 were members of the Established 
Church, the rest being Roman Catholics. The late 
Report limits the total population to 1,857 persons. 
The church of this parish has been long a ruin; 
it is situated in the townland of Eallapoge, near the 
village of Croghan, and was more anciently called 
the church of Dromyn; the parochial cemetery sur- 
rounds it, and near it, on Knockroe, is another 
graveyard, with a rath immediately contiguous; 
there are three other raths on Lisdaly, three on 
Knockroe, three on Ballinvilla, one on Carrowreagh, 
three on Eillummod, three on Dacklin, &c. On the 
townland of Canbo are the remains of a castle, an 
ancient seat of the O'Farrels, and once of great ex- 
tent, but its materials have been plundered for the 
erection of humbler structiures. A boys' school for 
this parish was erected, chiefly by a grant from Lord 
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Lorton; it is now maintained by Lord Crofton, and 
on Sundays ia ueed ae a chapel of ease. 

THE PASISH or KUXUEEN 

Is situated on the direct road from Dublin to 
Sligo, the Shannon being its eastern boundary. It 
contains 4,831a. Or. 1p., present statute measure, of 
■which 110a. 2r. IOf. are covered with water, the 
land being valued at £2,596 Is. 5d. per annum. 
The soil ie chiefly pasture, much also arable, and a 
smaller proportion meadow, with some marshy land, 
flooded in winter, but in summer used ae meadow or 
pasture ; there is also some bog, on the road from 
Croghan to Carrick, and limestone quarries abound 
throughout A very small portion of the tpwn of 
Carrick is in this parish, the remainder, which is 
the respectable division, being in the County Lei- 
trim. Ecclesiastically considered, the rectory of this 
parish is the proper corps of the archdeaconry of 
Elphin, but, by reason of its smaUness, has been 
episcopally united, as noted at Ardcame. The ren^ 
charge of this amoimts, on present deductions, to 
£75 18s. 6rf., payable exclusively to the incumbent 
The glebe house was built in 1816, here the curate 
of the pariah resides, and has a glebe of 13 acres; 
the venerable incumbent resides in Ardcame glebe 
house. In the Boman CathoHc division, Killuken is 
the head of a union, or district, comprising also the 
parishes of Estersnow and Killummod, and parts of 
Tumna and Kilcola, which district is also called 
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Croghan and BalUnameen, and contaloB chapels at 
Crogban and DnimeTcool, within this parish. 

The population of this parish was estimated as 
1,790 in the year 1790 ; in 1821 it was returned as 
2,483 persons; yet further increased, on the census 
of 1831, to 2,948, of which total it was afterwards 
calculated that only 122 weire members of the Esta- 
bhshed Church, the rest being Roman Catholics. 
The late Keport set down the total as 2,963. 

The church of KOluken is an old structure, but 
capable of accommodating 150 persons. The suc- 
cessive incumbents in this KiUuken, for there is 
another parish of the same name in the county, as 
for as proveable by the First Fruits Books(o), have 
been as follows: 

1615. Vicarage of KiUuken; Ralph CDunway; 
church in ruins. 

1633. Rectory of EjUuken, and vicarage of the 
same, belong to the archdeaconry of Elphin ; Wil- 
liam Hollywell, vicar. 

1640. 22DdMarch.—WilliamI>unerill collated to 
the vicarages of Killuken and Ealcooley, vacant by 
the death of William Hollywell. 

1700. 24th July. — Peter Mahon collated to the 
archdeaconry of Elphin, and vicarages of KiUuken 
and Tumna. 

(a) It is to be T^retted, that the cha^^es for searching these, 
and ererj other class of documents, in the Kecord Office of Dub- 
lin, are so heavy, as to limit legal, and utterly to preclude lite- 
rary inquiry. The same compluut is, indeed, applicable to all such 
repootories in Dublin, with the exception of the R^pstry Office. 
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1725. 2l8t April— GeoigeCaulfield, collated and 
instituted to the vicarages <rfKillukeii and Kilcooley. 

1743. 6th June. — Arthur Mahon collated, insti- 
tuted, and promoted to the archdeaconry of Elphin, 
consisting of the entire rectory of Killuken, and vi- 
carages of Tumna, Grieve, Kilcolla, and Eatersnow. 

1750. 22nd February. — Henry Cunningham, to 
the archdeaconry of Elphin, rectory of Killuken, and 
vicarages of Tumna and Crieve. 

1761. 28th May— John Mac LoughHn, to the 
archdeaconiy of Elphin, rectory of Killuken, andvi- 
carageB of Tumna and Crieve. 

1769. 2nd March John Wardlaw, to the rectory 

of Killuken, with the vicarages of Tumna and Crieve, 
as Archdeacon of Elphin. 

1782. 13th April— Ephraim Monsell, collated to 
the archdeaconry of Elphin, rectory of Killuken, vi- 
carage of Killuken, and vicarages of Tumna and 
Crieve united. 

1798. 1st June. — Oliver Carey, collated to the 
archdeaconry of Elphin, rectory and vicarage of Kil- 
luken, and vicarage of Tumna and Crieve. 

1809. 15th Sept. — William Digby, coUated to the 
archdeaconry of Elphin, with the rectory of Kil- 
luken. 

1825. John O. Oldfield was collated to the arch- 
deaconry, with a union of the entire rectories of Kil- 
luken and Ardcame, and the vicarages ofKill-bryan 
and Kilcorkey. 

As Killiiken has become so important a portion of 
the corps of the archdeaconry, it may be here men- 



id By Google 



THE PABI8H OF ABDCABITK 93 

tioned that this dignity, as far as its succession has 
been traced, was filled as follows: 

1231. John , who in 1245 was elected Bishop 

of Elphin, but never consecrated. 

1251. Clams Mac Moylan O'Mulconnery, died 
Archdeacon of Elphin. 

1255. Thomas Mac Dermot, died Archdeacon of 
Elphin. 

1286. Florence O'Gibellan, died ditto. 

1289. Simon O'Finessa, died ditto. 

1309. Walter Renagh, died ditto. 

1615. John Foster. 

1665. James Wilson. 

1700. Peter Mahon. 

1722. Ludovico Hamilton, promoted. 

1743. Arthur Mahon, ditto. 

The subsequent archdeacons were identical with 
the incumbents of Ealluken, above stated, the Vene- 
rable Mr. Oldfield being the present dignitary. 

The village of Croghan, within this parish, had 
formerly a manufacture of drugget, frieze, and flan- 
nel, but this has been discontinued, and the place is 
now only celebrated for a well frequented, and agri- 
culturally influential Mr, held there on the 28th of 
October, and another on the 29th of May. 

THE PARISH OF ARDCABNE. 

The superficial contents of this parish (which 
takes its name from a cairn on the hill, near the 
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church, are slated to be 19,962a. 3b. 26p., present 
statute measure, of which 1,235a. 2r. 4p. are covered 
with water. The lands, according to the General 
Valuation, are oftheannual value of £8,437 17*. 9d. 
In its ecclesiastical division the rectory is the bead 
of a union, and, with the rectory of Killuken and the 
vicarages of Killcorkey and Kill-biyan, forms the corps 
of the archdeaconry of Elphin. The rent-charge of 
this parish is at present X210 per annum, exclusively 
payable to the inciunbent The glebe-house was 
built by a grant of £100, and a loan of £300, from 
the late Board of First Fruits, with a further grant 
of £100 from Lord Lorton ; the glebe comprises 
twenty acres, but of very indifferent land, and sub- 
ject to a rent of £8. In the Boman CathoUc ar- 
rangement this parish is popularly styled Crosna, 
and comprises, with Ardcame, a portion of Tumna, 
having two chapels, one at Crosna, and a second at 
CootehalL There are, within the parish of Ardcame, 
two National Schools at Crosna, one affording edu- 
cation to 114 boys, and the other to nearly the same 
number of girls. There are 86 townlanda within 
Ardcame, of which 32, comprising about 6,500a., 
are the estate of Lord Lorton ; 9, containing about 
3,400a., that of William Mulloy, Esq. ; 8, about 
1,800a., that of Hugh Barton, Esq., &c. 

The population of this district was laid down, in 
1821,835,684 persons, increased in the Censusof 1831, 
to 6,718; the proportion of Roman Catholics to mem- 
bers of the Established Church, then appearing to be 
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as sixteen to one. The late census accounts the total as 
8,304. The northern portion of tiie parish is bounded 
by the Eeorish river, separating it from that of Kil- 
ronan. It has a consideraWe quantity of reclaimable 
■bog, and an improving system of tallage is being 
adopted. Limestone and freestone of the best de- 
scription for architectural purposes abound, and in- 
dications of coal have been discovered in Ballyfer- 
moyle, but, though shafts were sunk, no further ope- 
ratioiis have been continued. The Boyle river runs 
through the parish, being cjrosaed by a bridge at 
Knockvdcar, where its banks are adorned with some 
pleasing scenery. 

The chiircb of Ardcame, being the head of the 
union, is situated at the southern extremity of this 
parish, at the hill where once stood a considerable 
village, the seat of the rural Bishop of Ardcame, and 
where a great market for wool was held within me- 
mory. -Vestiges of the town are gtill traceable, to a 
ecmsiderable extent of walla now sodded over; a 
very ancient road also marks one of its former ap- 
proaches. The church, alluded to, is an old and 
plain, but roomy edifice, lately embellished with a 
steeple ; in the body are pews for the family of Lord 
Lorton, and for those of Mr. Mulloy and Mr. Irwin; 
there' are no monuments within it, but the adjoining 
cemetery, which comprises an English acre, exhibits 
several, especially for the families of Mac Dermott, 
from 1746; MuUoys, of Hughstown and Oakport, 
from 1796; Blighs, from 1786; one to Patrick Mac 
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Dennott Koe, obiit 1810, and his descendants; ano- 
ther fine monument to George Mac Dennott Roe, 
and Esther Mac Dennott, aiias O'Beme, bis wife; 
the fonner died in 1836, the latter in 1833. Others 
to Richard Smith, obiit 1827; to Mrs. Hudson, of 
Westminster, obiit 1813; to Mary Kilkenny, 1765 ; 
to Miss Armstrong, of Maguire's-bridge, 1826, &c.; 
but the most remarkable is that noted by Weld as 
standing upright, surmounted by a pediment imme- 
diately facing the east end of the church. It bears 
the date of 1668, and, as far as it can be now deci- 
phered, purports to be erected by Cormac Mac Der- 
mott, in honour of his wife Eleanor Crean. Above 
the inscription stands a coat of the Mac Dermott 
Roe anns in relief, surmounted by a tablet with em- 
blems of the Crucifixion. The parochial school- 
houses were erected and are supported by Lord 
Lorton; they immediately adjoin the church, and 
are opened for boys and girls respectively, while 
three Sunday schools are held in the parish, two es- 
tabhshed by the late Lady Lorton, and one by the 
Misses Mulloy, of Oakport. 

Opposite the church of Ardcame, the boundaiy 
of Rockingham demesne (which also extends into 
this parish) turns abruptly off" Irom the great Dublin 
road, following for some distance the course of a 
minor one, which leads to the northern portion of 
the bux)Dy. At the eastern side of this road is si- 
tuated Oakport, the very beautiful seat of Mr. Wil- 
liam MuUoy ; the demesne comprises 630a., moat 
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jrictureaquely undulated, and covered with fine 
woods, that occasionally open into glades,' or drop, 
in gracefiilinclinations, down upon the river of Boyle, 
which, gliding out of Lough Ke, here pursues the 
loveliest section of its course, sometimes a peaceful 
stream, oftener expanding into loughs of moderate 
extent, but varied attractions. The annexed view, 
taken from a hill beyond the lake, opposite the house, 
^^esta some of the interest of the scene, partly 
exhibiting, as it does, Ardcame church and steeple, 
crowning the height at lei^ the house and conser- 
vatory in front, the windings of the river, traceable 
to Knockvicar-bridge ; the wooded hills in the back- 
ground; the lake between, with Its little islands and 
pleasure-boats ; the beautiful slopes, dropping down 
to its banks on all sides; the openings in the woods ; 
the breaks of the waters, and the lovely little pro- 
montories projecting into them. One of these aweet 
eminences, called Little Port, fronts the house, and 
affords a singularly delightful rural panorama, ex- 
tending from Slieve-an-Erin to Ben-bulben. 

As Oakport has long been the residence of a 
branch of the ancient eept of Fearcal, it seems a 
fitting occasion here to introduce 

a memom of the family of " mdiiot," or 
" o'miillot." 

TIiiE very ancient and historical Bept derivea its origin from that 
memorable monarch of Ireland, Nial " of the nine hostages," who, 
immediateij before the introduction of Christianity into this 
conntry, first assisted the Irish colony that had passed into Scot- 

VOL. L H 



id By Google 



99 HEUOIB OF THE 

land Bgunst the off^naaon of their ndgbbonrs, tbe Plcts; bat 
Bnbsequently, having recoociled the difierenoea of both parties, 
marched, with their formidable noited forces, into Britain, and 
there harassed the Britons and Romans with such perseverance 
and bravery, as are hereafter detailed. The posterity of this king 
apprqiriated the sovereignty so mach to themselves, that almost 
all the kings of Ireland claim descent irom him, as do the nobUst 
families of the country. That, which is the subjectof the present 
memoir, traces its line through Fiach, a younger son of the mo- 
narch, and, though a poet's heraldry may, in modem times, b; 
lightly estimated, yet in those ages, when the minstrel's lay was 
the voioe of history— when honours and rewards recommendecl 
the profession to the most learned — while &mily rivalries and na- 
tional revisions controlled their imaginativeness, it must afford 
the highest evidence of a sept's antiquity, to be the subject of 
long cooticued bardic tradition. The Book of Lecan, compiled 
early in the 15th century, from long preceding poems, and che- 
rished ond accounts, is, accordingly, very full and interesting in 
detiuls of pedigrees ; while, amongst those many, preserved to later 
days in the Harleiiui department of the British Uuseum, is one of 
the O'Mulloys. 

When, after the introduction of Christianity into Ireland, the 
Fes, or Parliament of Tara, divided the then &r more extensive 
district of Meath, to aggrandize the sons of Ni^ Fearcal, than 
accounted in Meath, was the portion assigned to Fiach, whose 
posterity held it at, and for centuries after, the period of the 
English invasion. This fine territory extended into the present 
baronies of Ballyboy, Ballycowen, and Eglish, and also comprised 
much of those of Geaahill and Garrycastie ; surveys of its con- 
tents were taken in the time of Queen Elizabeth, and are of record 
in the Soils of the Exchequer, Ireland; while the name was even 
since significantly traced in the great vicarage of Fearcal, extend- 
ing nineteen miles in length, and from three and a half to itx in 
breadth, althotigb, in the fifteenth year of Uie rugn of Charles 
the First, tLat benefice was nominally dissolved, by patent, into 
four vicarages. 
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It is recorded, in the Annala of the Fonr Muten, Hmt, in the 
yeax 984, the people of Coniunght, pnoBing the Shumon, deraa- 
teted the west and south of Meath, when Fearcal was borned and 
wasted, and the chief of that district slun j no distinguishing 
name is given in the notice, but simaines were not given to Irish 
families untU the mgn of Brien Boroimhe, the hero of the cele- 
brated battle of Clontarf, at which time the lineal descendant of 
Fiacb, in Fearcal, wu styled O'Maolmuadh. His daughter married 
Teigne, the eldest son of King Brien, who, on his father's decease, 
ruled Munster, jinntly with his brother Donogh, for nine yean. 
Tutlough, the son of that marriage, Bucoeeded, in 1064, to the 
sole sovereignty of Hunater, and was indeed principal King of 
Ireland for 22 7eaTs(a). bi 1017, Melaghlin, King of Meath,ledsn 
army into Fearcal, where he fought with the people of that district, 
who were on that occasion joined by those of Ely(4) (the O'Car- 
rds), and in 1089 Mnrtongh O'Brien made a foray into Fearoal, 
as recorded in the " Annals of Innisfallen," where it is also stated 
that, in 1094, Mac Giolla Fum 0'Mall«>y was one of the chieft 
killed in an engagement between the O'Briens and the men of 
West Connaught; and that, in II 10, Gildas Columb O'Maol- 
muadh (MuUoyX chief of Feorcal, and his wife, the daughter of 
O'BriCt were slain by Cuconaght CAIleo. The same annalists 
record tbat, in 1139, Don<^h O'Mulloy, King ofFearcal, was 
kdled by Mnrrongh O'Melaghlin; that, in 1142 (as also noted 
by the Four Masters), Ferral O'Mulloy, son of the King of Fear- 
cal, was killed by the son of Rory O'Mulloy, in Derry ; and, 
lastly, that, in 1 175, Giolla Colomb O'Mulloy, King of Fearcal, 
was treacherously slain by Bory Mac Coghlan. Turning from 
these evidences of civil feud, a very remarkable member of this 
sept, Albin O'Mulloy, succeeded, in 1186, to the bishopric of 
Ferns, after it had been refused by the celebrated Giraldus Cam< 
brensis (Gerald de Barri), the companion and tutor of Prince 
John, when he first visited Ireland. This Albb was previously 

(a) Vallancey's Law of Tanistry, p. 549, ftc 

(b) Annals of the Four Masters, 
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AbhotofBaltiiigla8,m which character he attended & Syiiod held 
in Dublin, in 1 185, when the dispute aroBe between him Mid Gi- 
ralduB, in ChriBt Church, is consequence of the former inveighing 
" ^unst the clergy of England and Wales, that came into Ireland, 
and by their evil examples had vitiated the probity and innocence 
of the Irish clergy," as fully set out in Ware's Bishops, p. 439- In 
September, 1 189, this Bishop O'MuIloy officiated with the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of Dublin, and other pre- 
lates and nobles, at the coronation of Eichard C<Eur de Lion, in 
Westminster Abbey(a). That scene of p^eantry was attended by 
anodier remarkable individual, by whom the Prelate of Ferns was 
unhappily emban-HSsed in Lis latter years, viz., William Marshal, 
the person to whom Prince Henry, the eldest son of Heniy the 
Second, on his death-bed at the Castle of Afartel, near Turenne, 
gave his cross, to carry to Jerusalem(i). King Eichard, at whose 
coronation he so assisted, gave t« this warrior, in the first year of 
hie reign, the hand of Isabella, the only daughter utd heiress of 
the celebrated " Strongbow," in marriage, with the Earldom of 
Pembroke, and the Palatinate of Leiuster(c) ; and to this prudent 
and valiant nobleman Henry the Second was mainly indebted for 
his throne — (His son aft«rward8 married one of the daughters of 
King John)> Under the above grant, the interests and autliority 
of Albin O'MuIloy come into conflict with those of the Palatine, 
who forcibly diss^sed him of two manors, appurtenant to his See, 
whereupon the Bishop resented the injury to the Church by ex- 
oommunication, under sentence of which the Earl died in 1220, 
and in two years afterwards the Prelate himself closed his days. 

About the banning of the foiurteentb century, Angus Boe 
O'Daly, of the Meath line of that tribe, addressed a poem of 192 
verses to Bory, son of Hugh O'MuUoy, chief of FearcaL The 
poem is still extant ; and in it the author, who had incurred the 
displeasure of the warrior, entreats him to " withdraw his resent- 
ment from himself, and to spend it upon the English, the plun- 
derers of his native conntry." In 1316, Donc^h O'MuIloy, of 

(a) Hoveden, p. 666. (b) Id. p. 620. (c) Selden, p. 677- 
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Fearcol, fell in the Mnguinuy engagement of thelriah with the Lord 
Bermingham'B foroe«(>i). In 1373, Edward the Third directed the 
payment of ten marks, by hie Irish Deputy, to Boderick O'Mul- 
loy, "chief of hia nation, for his laadable eervices and labours in 
the king's warB"(i) ; and in two years afterwards, the same leader 
received a further sum of 40«. from fhe Royal treasury, " by rea- 
son of his ha-ring refiHined rarions Irishmen to peace and alle- 
giance"(e). About this time Nellan O'Mulloy was the chief, and 
he it was who founded a monastery for Carmelites, at Uilltown, 
alia* Ballywallen, in the Barony of Conagb, County Limerick((/). 
His son Odo, i. a Hugh, described as chief of his sept, established 
another religious house, immediately afterwards, for friars of the 
same order, at Frankfort, aliaa KiIcormack(e). In 1414, whes 
the afterwards more celebrated John Talbot, Lord Furnival, 
landed at Dalkey, as Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, his first move- 
ment was to place himself at the head of nU the army then avail- 
able for the object, and to direct his march through the country 
of the O'Bymes, O'Tooles, and Cavanaghs ; whence he crossed to 
the territories of the O'Mores, O'Connors (Faly), O'Dempseys, 
and O'Mulloys ; after which he marched northwards, through 
those of the Mac Gec^h^ans, O'Ferrals, O'B^lya, and dosed his 
military progress over the country of the Mac Mahons, O'Neils, 
and 0'Hanlons(/). " The most intrepid of the enemies of English 
government yielded to the influence of a character, which subse- 
quent events so strongly developed ; and various indoitares be- 
tween him and the Irish leaders, yet extant in the Rolls of Chan- 
cery, so strongly testify the fears which hia presence had then 
excited, as might almost justify the application of that sentiment 
in this country, which Shakspeare attributes to the sorrowing 
mothers of France. Unattended, however, as he was, by any re- 
gular army, and obliged to rely upon the forces hastily raised in 
Ireland, he pleaded necessity for recurring to the oppressive and 

(a) Annals of Clonmacaoise. (J) Chancery Roll, adann. 
(c) Id. (d) Smith's MS8. 

(«) Ware's Monaaticon. (/) Mac Geogh^an. 
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■rbitrary impoaitiotu nsed by his predece8BorB''(a). In 1431 
Rory, Bon, u it would appeu*, of Hugh, before mentioned as the 
founder of Killcormtck Abbey, died. Hi* father surriTed him 
nprnrds of 22 jexn, and on hia death was interred in the said 
abbey, in Jront of the high a]tar(i). About this period Una, the 
dau^ter of the O'Mulloy, intermarried with Hanus Magawley, 
the lineal ancestor, in the twelfth generation of ascent, of the 
present Count Magawley, of Temora. About the ye*r 1460, 
Shane Mac Gilla Phadruic, the chief of the sept of the Fitx Pa- 
tricks, intermarrie*! with the daughter of O'Mulloy of Fearcal by 
whom he had issue, Bamaby Mac Gill Phadmic, chief of Upper 
Ossory, who lived in the reigns of Henry the Serenth and Henry 
the Eighth ; to the latter, in 1522, he sent an express messenger, 
with a complaint of Pierce (the Red) Earl of Ormond, Lord De- 
pu^. This ambassador, taking an opportunity to meet the King 
irheQ he was going to chapel, delivered his commission in these 
words : " Sta pedibus, Pomine Rex 1 DominuB mens, Gilla Patri- 
duB, me misit ad te, et jussit dicere, quod, si uon vos oastig&ris Fe- 
tmmRufum, ille faciei bellum contra te." He married thedaughtOT 
of O'More, of Leix, and continued the line of the noble family of 
Fitz Patrick ; his grandson was the brave and accomplished Sir 
Bamaby Fits Patrick, the companion of Edward the Sixth, and 
the great ornament of hia court. In 1478 died Nellan, son of 
Cuconagbt O'Mulloy ; he also was interred before the high altar 
at Eillcormack ; while in Uie following year Charles O'Mullvy, 
the son of Sina, " a brave man, and full of every human perf^ 
tioD," was interred in the same church, at the upper end of the 
choir, on the north side(c). In a " State of Ireland, with a Plan 
for its Reformation," prepared for Eoyol attention in 1515, 
CMulloy of Fearcal is stated as one of the captams of the chief 
Irish regions of the County of Meath; with hia daughter Honora, 
Teigne O'Eody, comorb of Fenagh, in the County Leitrim, intei^ 
married in 1517- In 1537, the Lord Deputy Grey marched to- 

(«) D* Alton's History of the County Dublin, p. 201. 
(b) Colendory of Killoormack, MS. (e) Id. 
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wunJa FeftTcal, where lie sorprued flncceuiTely the Castlei of 
Birr, Eglis, and Modrymore, «nd BrogliiU, on the Silver Eiver(a). 
Indeed the State Fftpers, dnring the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
give nitineroas pasBages illiiBtratiTe of the t^orts of the O'Mul- 
loys, kt th»t time, to maintain the independence of their territory ; 
while, on the other hand, the Crown was most active in asserting 
its dependance, as recorded in "A Bookof His Uajeety'B Title to 
(inter alia) Fearcal, or O'MoUoy'B Country," preaerred in the 
Laiobeth MSS. At length their spirit was broken down by such 
ftttacks as the above, in reference to which the Lord Grey himself 
wiitea to Lord Cromwell : " On the 12tli of November the army 
assembled, and set forwards towards Mao Geoghegan's country, 
which bordereth upon Ofialey, and took die sud Mac Geoghegan's 
pledges, and also O'Hulloy'B, for their eecurity to His Grace'' 
(Henry the Eighth). Cahir O'Mulloy was then captain of Fear- 
cal, and the indenture of his treaty with the Deputy, dated at 
Eilleigli, in O&ley, is yet extent in the Lambeth MSS. He 
thereby bound himself to adhere to the Viceroy against the king's 
enemiee; topay to theCrown all rraitsand revenues, dueandaccns- 
tomedoa the laid coon try of Fearcal, and to do military service, as re- 
quired, with six horsemen and fortykemSidunng onedayandone 
night, having warningthree days before thatappointed: and he de- 
livered his son as a hostage for due performance ; while Lord Grey 
•tipnlated that tjie Barons t^Delvin, the Dillon, D' Alton, Tyrrd, 
and other obtains, subjects of the king, woold aid and co-operate 
with O'Mulloy. In consequence of this treaty it appears, from a 
despatch of 1538, that O'Mulloy then attended the Deputy on a 
military expedition, with six horsemen ; and hi 1542, when 
Henry the {Jighth was first proclaimed King of Ireland, O'Mulloy 
and " all the great ones of Irish extraction, did submit themselves, 
and took the oath of allegiance," as entered in the Red Book of 
the Exchequer. The O'Mulloy, here alluded to (Charles), had 
thereupon restoiatioa of his castles, and, dying in the following 
year, was buried in theAbb^of Eillconnack. In 1557, writes 

(n) Mac Geoghegan. 
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Ware, " the Lord Lieutenuit, b^i^ concerned for hii Qneen in 
England, that he might leave the kingdom more peaceable, cansed 
■ome suspected persona to swear all^ionce, and give pledgee, to 
wit: O Carrol, O'Mulloy, Mac Geoghegan, fto, and commanded 
those pledges that were giren to be detained in custod7(a)." In 
1558, continaes the same annalist, " when Sir Henry Sidn^ wbs 
a second time appointed Viceroy, he directed his colours sgtuist 
Arthur O'Mnlloy, then captain of Fearcal, who lurbonred rebels, 
and began new factions ; and a great part of that country being 
burned and plundered, he conferred the Lordship on Theobald 
O'Mulloy, Arthur's brother, who gave his son as a pledge that he 
should be faithful to the Queen." In ten years afterwards, bow- 
erer, Arthur died, chief of this sept, wid iros interred in the 
family vault at Eillconnack(£). In Edmond Spencer's " View 
of Uie State of Ireland," occurs the following passage, in refer- 
enoe to the government of the country of Feared, and the conti- 
gnous districts : " I greatly mislike the Lord Deputy's seating 
at Dublin, being the outest comer of the realm, and least needing 
the awe of his presence, whereas methlnke it were fitter, since bis 
proper care is of Leinster, though he have care of all besides ge- 
nerally, that he should seat himself at Athy, or thereabouts, upon 
the skirt of that unquiet country, so that he might sit, as it were, 
at the very mainmast of his ship, whence he might easily overlook, 
and sometimes overreach, the Mores, the Dempseys, the Conors, 
O'CmtoU, O'Mnlloy, and all that heap of Irish natives, whidi thei« 
lie huddled together, without any to overawe them, or contain 
them in duty ;" a policy which, in other pairta of his work, he yet 
more enlarges upon. In 1580, the Lord Deputy, having been re- 
inforced with 150 of cavalry, and six companies of in&ntry, sent 
him from England, overran the territories of Ofialy, Fearcal, 
Kineleigh, and Ely; be caused O'Mulloy, " King of Fearcal," to 
be put to deftth as a seditious person, and, amongst others, " paci- 
fied" the 0*Carrol3 of Ely. In 1585, when, in the language of 

(a) Ware's Annals. (b) Calendary of Killcormaok, MS. 
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the Aimala of the Four Masten, a Parliament was given to the 
people of IreUod (for previous thereto these Bssemblieo were 
onlj composed of the English or Anglo-Irish Lords and proprie- 
tors), the asBembly was attended bj, amongst others, Connell 
O'MuUoy. The Queen at the same time issued her warrant to 
the Lord Deputy, for taking surrenders of men's estates of inhe- 
ritance in Ireland, and regrantiDg same to be held of her Ma- 
jesty. Thu docnment is preaerred in the British Museum, and 
amongst those who avuled themselves of the proffer was the above 
Connell tyMullcy. Previous to this period, at some of those 
suggested intervals of conciliation, the O'Uulloy wee appointed 
by the Crown, hereditary bearer of the British Standard in Ire- 
land, in right of which honour an official coat of arms was granted, 
representing vert a mounted knight in armour, oD a steed richly 
caparisoned argent, and bearing in his hand the British standard 
proper, and on his shield the &mily arms. This right was recog- 
nized in 1 595, when, on the march of the Deputy, Sir William 
EosBel, to the north, ^e Boyal standard of England was borne 
on the first day, as within ^e Pale, by O'UuUoy, and on the next, 
after passing out of the Pale, by 0'Hanlon(a) ; the privily was 
subsequently, in 1634, testified, and the armorials exemplified by 
certificate from the Office of Arms. When the last-mentioned 
Deputy, after his said progress into Ulster, besit^ed O'Madden's 
Castle of Cloghan, in Lnsmagh, the retainers of Teigue O'Uulloy 
were, in aid of his object, directed to keep ward in a particular 
quarter, lest any of the garrison should escape. " About mid- 
night my Lord visited the watch, and, understanding of some 
women to be within the castle, sent to them again, and advised 
them to put forth their women, for that he intended the nest 
morning to assault the castle with fire and sword, but they re- 
fused BO to do, and would not suffer their women to come 
forth"(i). In 159?> the chief seat of this family was at Broghill, 
about which time Doctor MoUoy, a member of the fiunily, relates 

(a) Cox's History, vol i p. 407- 

(i) Sir William Roseel's Journal, MS. in Brit Mub. 
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in Hn preftce to his Irieli GrunmBr, that Ub uicestor there en- 
tertained in the Christmas holidays 960 men in his boose, though, 
from the nTsged state of the countiy by ciril war, prorimons 
were extremely scarce. In 1599. "when the Earl of Essex, Lord 
Depnty, heard to what great struts O'Connor Sligo was reduced 
(by Red Hugh CDonnel), he was much grieved, and sent to Sir 
Conyers Clifford to meet him in Fearcal, to oonsolt upon what 
was beat to be done; the Goreraor vent to Fearcal, and there 
. staid in oonsoltation with tlte Lord Justice for two dayB"(a). 
" A Treatioe of Ireland," by John Pymmok, writt^i ftbont the 
year 1600, and lately printed by the Irish ArcIu»dogic«l Sodety, 
says of Fearcal : *' A portion of the Coon^ of Ophaly is called 
Fearcal, a place so strong as nature could devise to make it by 
wood and bog, with which it is environed, which, for the natural 
strength thereof^ the rebels in those parts have, ever since the 
b^inning of these irers, made a storehouse for all their preys, 
peaceably enjoying ^ere, without molestation, what they had 
injuriously robbed from other parties. In Fearcal from Dnrrow 
(whither the Lord Lieutenant purposed to conduct his army), 
leadeth a way through a thick wood, and over two fords, both of 
them, besides their natural difficulties, entrenched and plashed in 
such manner (as his Lordship was persuaded by them, to whom 
the conntry was well known), to leave the accustomed way, and 
to pass the River Durrow, by a bridge which his Lordship caused 
to be made, to which work the rebel gave no impediment, although 
that for the advantage of the place he might, vrith a very sm^ 
number, and without any loss, have defeated the passage. The 
army arrived lato that night at Ballycowen, half a mile from which 
is Ardnegroffe, whither Sir Conyers Clifford, Governor of Con- 
naught, was come, with 9 companies of foot, according to direc- 
tion which the Lord Lieutenant had given him by his letters, 
not many days before. Sir Conyers Clifford was sore fought with, 
all his entrance into Fearcal, having 10 men shun and 40 hurt, 
which loss was, by the virtue of his men, doubled upon the 

(a) Life of Red Hugh O'Donnel, MS. 
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rebels, of whom were slain and hnrt about 100." The'suTTey of 
1616, teken with tbe object of a total traDsplantatioii of this ter- 
ritoiy. Bets down Fe&rcal as containing 49,235a., most of whicli 
were to be parcelled oat amongst the undertakers, while the old 
proprietors were prohibited even from resuming their ancient 
name of O'Mulloj. The chief rectories of the district had, after 
the diasolutian, been found appropriate to the monastery of 
Grany, in the Connty Kildare, and were granted to sundry lay 
proprietors, while the friary of Kilcormack, the burial ground of 
the old chiefs, was granted to Robert Leycester, who appears to 
have been on ancestor of Sir Peter Leycester, of Nethertabley, 
in Cheshire, the celebrated historian and antiquary. From that 
family it passed to the ancestors of the present Count Magawley, 
whose great grandfather, Sir Francis Magawley, having erected 
a town at Kilcormack, near a ford, over the lesser Brosna, gave 
it the present name of Frankford. The patent rolls of the reigns 
of King James, and Charles the First, abotmd with grants as of 
tracts in Fearcal, forfeited by the attainders of the CMulloya. 
Hugh O'Molloy alone of this ill-fated sept was pensioned, as thus 
recorded in a "List of Pensions" in the British Museum; "Hugh 
O^ulloy receSvea £30 8*. 4rf., to continue during pleasure. He 
is on old servitor, and comes to church, and hath been wounded 
in the wars, and parted with a part of his lands, by the late 
plantations, being the first of his name that submitted thereto, 
and hath a great charge of children on his bonds." In an election 
held at Fhilipstown, in 1613, for choosing the Parliomentaiy re- 
presentatives for the King's County, Coillnch O'Mulloy and Sir 
John Mao Coghlan were named by a very large majority of the 
ireeholderfi, but the sheriff made a dissentient return, bs fully set 
forth in the " Desiderata Curiota Hibemiea" (vol. i. p. 340, Ac.) In 
1619, Nelan O'MulIoy, possibly as the result of similar submis- 
sion with that of Hugh, was presented by King James to the 
vicarage of Feorcol. In December, 1641, the Marquis ofClon- 
ricord wrote from Portumna to the Lord President of GonnaughL 
" There is a general concurrence of the same distemper through- 
out the whole kingdom, which hath lately broke out in the ad- 
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joining bordera of Onnond and tbe King's County, and some 
email pillages already made here by some stealing over the river, 
the Molloys, moat at the Coghlans, the Gec^h^aos, the Ken- 
nedy), all the neighboun adjoining to this, pT^ping and spoiling 
to the very passage and entrance to this county, so that I am en- 
forced to place garrisons at Clonfert, Meelick, and Clonthtuhert, 
and my own company in this town, for the gnard of the plaoe 
and my family therun." In the February following the Lords 
JuBticea proclaimed, amongst other indiriduals. Art O'Holloy, 
of Batbleen, and Owen CMulloy, of Clonekeen, in the King's 
County, M " apparent, notorious, ungrateful, wicked, rile, and 
unnatural traitors and rebels," and " warranted and authorized 
all His Majesty's good and loring subjects to pursue, and pUgu« 
with fire and aword, apprehend, destroy, and kill, by all the waya 
and means they may, all the said persons, th^ partakers, aiders, 
maintainers, comforters, confederates, complices, and assodates." 
The abore Art O'Mulloy was one of those, who aided Lord Clan- 
malier in ben^ilng Lady Dighy, at Geshil(a), where her gallant 
defence assimilates her character to that of the Countess of Derby, 
in England. In the subscription of those who, in 1646, repu- 
diated the peac« of Ormond, occur the names of Arthur Uulloy, 
with his whole family, and Morgan Mulloy, with three Captains 
of his sept, while, in the express words of the Act of Settlement 
of 1662, no less than twelve members of the Mulloy &mily are 
recognized as " baring faithfully served the King's cause in parts 
beyond sea." 

Here, resigning the narrative of the elder line of this sept, the 
memoir must follow, as more apposite to this work, the fortunes 
of one who, though then a younger brother, appears to have car- 
ried to his descendants, by surrivorship, the capt^ncy of the 
O'Mulloya. Some years previous to the last-men tioned transac- 
tions, early in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, Anthony O'Mulloy, 
a younger son of Hugh Oge O'Mulloy, recorded to have been the 
chief of E^arcal in 1553, migrated to the coantj of Roscommon, 

(a) See Lodge's Peerage, vol vi. p. 280. 
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where it would Beem, from a notice liereftfter in the history of 
the Barony of Boyle, ad ann. 1252, some of his sept had, at a. far 
earlier period, resided, and given name to the district " Tirfith- 
er-0'Mulloy," which may be identified with that sabseqaently 
granted to the great O'MulIoy, as below mentioned. This An- 
thony intermarried with Honora Dowell, of the Mantua family, 
about which time, according to tradition, he filled the important 
office of Provost Hanhal of Connaught, being himself settled at 
Cloneekean, in said county, as proved by a grant from King 
James to Geoi^e Sexton, of various lands in that county, wherein 
Cloneskean is described as "one quarter, now, or late in the te- 
nnre of Green OTHulloy" (for so was he popularly called) " with 
a chapel built thereon." The word " late" here nsed confirms 
the date of Captain Anthony's death, which occurred in July, 
1603, as shewn also by an inquisition preserved in the office of 
the Chief Bemembrancer, Ireland. The son and heir of thla An- 
thony was William O'MulJoy, of Oughter-tire, i.e. "upper coun- 
try," whom Lodge designates " the great O'MuUoy, Governor 
and Knight of the shire, for the County of Boecommon." In 1618 
he had a magnificent grant from King James, comprising the fol- 
lowing extensive possessions within the barony of Boyle: "the 
Bianor, castle, town, and lands of Croghan Lugnashammer, other- 
wise Ardaghlnske, one quarter ; Bosheens, otherwise Cartrons, 
one quarter; CnsheUcellew, one qtiarter; Ardmore, one quarter; 
Killappc^ one quarter ; Bunrewagb or Dunrewagh, otherwise 
Drammins, one quarter; that half-quarter of Innagh, lying next 
to Cr<^han ; Carricknaborragh, half a quarter ; Dowogh, one 
cartron ; Cloondacarrowe, half a quartcx ; Brackluon and Annagh- 
mona, half a quarter ; Lisfarrelboy and Dromrushna, half a qoai^ 
ter t Clownkeen, half a quarter ; the town, lands, and two quarters 
of Annagh-Ilangane ; Knockneshenagh, one quarter; Csrrow- 
gany, Lisseduff, Drumard and Drommorenecarrow, half a quar- 
ter; Cooledacagb, one quarter ; the Glories, one quarter and a 
half ; Ol^^nagh and Clowngreaghane, one quarter; thirteen car- 
trons, or 13 parts in 16 of the four quarters of Ballyfermoyle; 
Tawn8drissogne,halfacartron, saving toBryan Mac Dermott, Esq., 
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and hit h«re, the rent of £2, English, out of the mi prenuwa; 
the town tad Unda of Balliakillen Aod ArdgrilleeBe, oneqauter; 
CuTowmuuiBsa, one qa«rter ; Dnunkicoole, one qoarter ; UuUagh- 
Iteigae, one qiurter, saving to said Brjan Mac Dermott, and his 
hcaxs, the rent of £1 aterling, thereout ; all which premisea, toge- 
ther with LongfordeTaghery, one quarter ; Clmnekeue and 
Cloonoonragh, two qoarten ; Anne, a quarter ; Cuhell and Arme- 
beg, a quarter ; Clowntraake, half a quarter; Dromdowlin, half 
a quarter; Gloondacarra, two qoorters; Carrownec&rrigy, one 
quarter; and CaltraghiBell, one quarter, in the baronj, which 
were also granted to aaid O'Mulloy, were created the manor of 
Croghan, with 400a. in demesne; power to create tenures, to 
hold courts leet and baron, to hold a fur at Croghan on St Luke's 
day, and the da; after, with a court of pie poudre, and the usual 
tolls. The patent also passed in th« sud baron; of Boyle two-third 
parts of the castle of Loungare, with one-third of tlie four quar- 
ters of Leamgare, sad the trine of Scormoret containing a quar- 
ter and a third ; the castle, town, lands, sod quarter of Canbo; 
the eastern quarter of Fennowrc; Dromorhe, one quarter ; Car- 
rowmore, one quarter ; the trine of Gortnacloighe, containing one 
quarter and a tiiiid; Dromlien, one quarter; Lissigalla, one quar- 
ter ; half of Carrowentogher quarter ; Leoarrowencashel in Bohei;, 
half a qtuurter ; Clontowart, two quarters ; the castle, town, lauds, 
and four quarters of Callowe, otherwise Carrickb^ ; Drumen- 
cullew, half a quarter; the town, lands, and half quarter of Clow- 
nagunnanee; Uie town, lands, and half-quarter ofLisduff; Mdier, 
one csrtron ; Scalpe, half a quarter, with sundij savings, ss of 
small chief rents, to said Brjaa MocDermott. Other lands in the 
barony of Ballintobber, which passed hereby, were Corrowne- 
granshie, one quarter; Gortevorla, one quarter; Uoigh, one 
quarter; Garricam, onecartron; parcel of Clowneshallise ; Fia- 
raghkell, half a cartran; parcel ofLisgobbon; one-^hth of Dei- 
rycunna, and part of Uuimoobeg ; while in the barony of Athlone 
it granted Enockmeanagh, one quarter; Glonnagon, one quarter; 
Carrawneskartan, one quarter; the castle and cartron of Lisdallon; 
one eartion of Hpylitteragh ; half ofTobbemacalpy; one-fourth 
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of Killcoss ; ShonballTtiKConner, one qn&rter ; and three otf- 
trons of Fearbreg"(a). In 1641, this patentee was ooe of the 
gentlemen of the Coonty Soscommon who met at Ballintobber, 
where^ Sir Lac«8 Dillon presiding, they took an oath " for the 
maintenance of the King's prerc^tive, and for establishing 
the Boman Catholic religion in and throughout Ireland(£).* 
He was snbsequently plundered of the most of hie proper^ by 
the in&mouB Sir Charles Coote. The above William O'Mulloy 
married Margaret Clifibid, possibly a relation of Sir Confers Clif- 
ford, who was Governor of Connaoght in 1S99, and by her he had 
isaae, Conn<^ O'Mulloy, his eldest son, of whom hereafter ; and 
Edward, his second sou, who was one of the burgesses appointed 
in the charter of James the Second to Boyle. This latter married 
Mary, daughter of the O'Connor Don, by whom he had a son, also 
styled Green Mulloy, who married a daughter of Sir Maurice 
Howlc^, Knight, by whom iie had issue one son, William, and 
two daughters, Bridget, married to Captain Philip Phillips, of 
Clonmore, County Mayo, and Mary to Captain Burke. William be- 
came a captain in the service of James the Second, and was, con- 
sequently, attainted, on iuqnlsition taken at £lphin, 2ud Novem- 
ber, 1696. He had married Alison, daughter of Sir Oliver Tnite, 
of Sonnagh, Baronet, and had iaane by her, Theobald Mulloy, Esq. 
(who became a captain of horse in the army of the King of Por- 
tugal), another son, Ignatius, and a daughter, Eleanor, who mar- 
ried Mac Dermot, of Moylui^, as shewn in the memoir of the 
latter family. The "Great William OTklulloy" had also two 
younger sons, Arthur and Terence, and two daughters, viz. : lat, 
Anne, who married Charles, son of Sir Hugh O'Connor, of Bal- 
lintobber, and on his decease became the wife of Edmund Dillon, 
nephew of Theobald, first Viscount Dillon ; and 2nd, Mary, who 
married Philip Beilly, of Lismore, County Cavan, by whom she 
bad a son, John, who married Mary, the eldest daughter of Lu- 
cas Dillon, brother to the Sari of Roscommon. But to return to 

(a) Patent EoU, lOth July, 15 James I. 
(6) Lodge's Peerage, vol. iv. p. 192. 
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Connor O'Hnllo;, the eldest son of sud WUliuD : he mftrried Juie, 
dAOgbter of Sir Bichsrd Batledge,of Belleek, near Ball^ahaimoii, 

by a daughter of O'Brien, of Thomond, and by her had i»- 

aue, Theobald O'MuUoy, who espoused the caose of King William, 
while his cousin William, as before mentioned, adhered to James 
the Second. The former was a captain of dragoons at the battle 
of the Boyne, and, according to the family tradition, when hia 
Icing's horse was shot under him, he presented bis own charger 
to the gallant monarch ; that he cerbunly did some such signal 
service, appears authenticated by the order of that monarch, 
transmitted in 1690 from Eing's-Weston, by Six Robert South- 
well(a). In 1691 he was sheriff of the Coun^Bosconunon, when 
notices of his services will be found, pott, in the General History 
of theBaronyi and in 1695 he was one of the twenty-five Com- 
misraoners selected to assess and levy the poll-tax, for the exigen- 
cies of the State, in the County Roscommon. He lived to a great 
age, and, dying in 1734, was buried under the east window of 
Ardcame church. He had married Frances Harlow, by whom 
he left issue, Charles Mulloy, hia eldest sou, who first served in 
King James's army, but, it is said, under duress, and aiterwards 
in William's ; in which latter, however, his promotion beyond a 
company was retarded, by reason of hia first adhesion ; he was 
wounded in the leg on the occasion of the attack of the English 
and Dutch fleets on Vigo, in 1 702. He died about the year 1 760, 
and was buried in the family vault at Ardcame. By his wife, 
Hester Adams (of the line from which descended the President of 
the United States), he had several children. John, his eldest, 
married Miss Cooper, of Cooper Hill, but died without issue. 
Coote, his second son, was, in early life, in the 13th Dr^oons, 
and subsequently restored to a portion of his own estates; he 
married Margaret, daughter of James Dod, by Martha, daughter of 
John Auchmuty, Esq., M. P. for the borough of St Johnstown. 
This Matgaret was, in the paternal line, descended from the 
English ftmily of Dod, of Cloverley Hall, in Shropshire, and 

(a) See D'Alton's History of Drogheda, vol il p. 333. 
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Edge, ID Cheshire, whose inheritance of manors, in both these 
counties, ia derived firom time anterior to the Norman Conquest; 
who sent & knight, in the person of Sir John Dod, t« the field of 
Aginconrt, and whose alliances mingled their blood with that of 
the noblest and most illustrious in England(a). By this Lady 
Coote had four daughters: 1st. Hester, married Andrew Kiriwood 
of Castletown, County Sligo, by whom she had two sons; the 
elder, late Colonel of the 64th In&ntry, married Emily, daughter 
of General Coffin, Governor of St John's, and niece of Sir Isaac 
Coffin, by whom he has issue one son, Townshend Kirkwood, and 
two daughters. — 2nd. Margaret, married to the Mac Dermott Boe. 
— 3rd. Rebecca, to John Fhipps of Lisloney ; and 4th. Helen, 
to the Reverend Peter Bermingham. He had also several sons; 
Tobias, his eldest, was caUed to the bar in 1775, and died in 1825, 
leaving issue by his wife, Susanna Roche (daughter of Colonel 
Roche, whose father represented the city of Limerick in three 
successive Parliaments), Coote and Charles Mulloy. — Coote (who 
died in the last year. Sheriff of the County Leitrim) married 
Mary, eldest daughter of the late William Lloyd of Rockville, by 
whom he had issue, the Reverend Coote Charles, and William- 
James, and three daughters, Mary, Hessy, and Maigaret The 
Reverend Coote Charles married, in 1831, the daughter of Robert 
King Duke, of Newpark, County Sligo, and has issue by her 
three sons, Coote, Robert, and William, minora — William- James, 
the second son of Coote, the elder, married, in 1837, Anne, eldest 
daughter of the late Hamilton Gorges, Esq., of Kilbrew, by whom 
he has issue William Gorges, and Emily Louisa, both also minors. 
The family 'residence of these, the elder representatives of Coote 

(a) Ooe of the alliances, here alluded to, was with Sir John 
Talbot, the first Earl of Shrewsbury, a hero, by whose achieve- 
ments in the middle ages history and poetry have been alike em- 
bellished ; his granddaughter, Matilda Eyton, having married, in 
1470, John Dod, lineal ancestor of the present representative of 
the line, John Whitehall Dod, of Cioverley, and from this mar- 
riage the abovemeationed Margaret was also lineally descended. 

VOL. I. I 
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Hullojr, who muTied Hugaret Dod, hu been Hngbstown, in 
the immedUte vMunity of Ottkport. Clurlec, the wecoai bob of 
Tobias, wu ntcoesBirdf Bector of dontuf uid Colooney^, at which 
Uttar pkoe be died in 1832; he nwrried, lat Hisa Usher; and 
2nd. Miss Khig, theaUter of Sir Bobert King of ChArleatown, by 
wheat be has left three sons and four daugblen. Besides Tobias, 
the eldest son, Coote Hull^, before mentioned as hsTiug married 
UvgiHVt Dod, had three odier sons. James, his second, wm 
Beotor of Kilronan, and died suddenly, at the house of his bro- 
ther-in-law, the BUO DermoU Boe of Alderford. Coote, the third 
son, was aid-de-c«mp to Gtoienl EustMe, ^t the battle of Ge- 
nu^pe, uid died in L(»idon. WiUism, the youngest son, mar- 
ried Frances, daughter of Arthur French, Esq., of Frenchpark 
(gruidfathcr of the present l.ard de Fr^ne, and for many years 
one of die rq>re«entatiTes of l^e County Bosoommon), by her he has 
issue three sons, Coote, a Dqiutf Lieutenant of thatoounty, and 
lately ita Sheriff; William, a banister; and Arthor-Edwud, an 
officer in the B9tb Begiment of Foot; and four daughters, Alice, 
Hargaret, Fanny-Louisa, and Eliza. Coote, the ptook whence 
these two lines of Hughstown and Oaikport diverged, died in 
1796, andwas buried on the south nde of Ardcame church. 



Within the demesne of Oakport is a grave-yard, 
and on liietownland of Knockadaff another. From the 
foot of the high ground io this latter vicinity, called 
Ox-hill, the annexed view of Oakport, and ita lake, 
haa been taken. — On Famagalliagh, i. e. " the maids' 
meadow," contiguous to the church of Ardcame, are' 
some ruins, traditionally identified with a nunnery, 
which was once a cell to the Abbey of Kilcreunata, 
in the County of Gal way; while, on the summit of the 
hill, that gives name to Knock-vicar, a monastery for 
Dominicans was early founded, but of this no traces 
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are now discoverable. This latter place is situated 
on the road, before mentioned as diverging northward 
from Ardcame church, and here the Boyle river is 
crossed by a bridge of ten arches, which an inscrip- 
tion states to have been erected in 1727, under the 
superintendance of John French, Edward Drury, 
Owen Lloyd, Charles MuUoy, and James Seily. The 
wooded banks of the river give here a very pleasing 
character to the scene. Pursmng the road hence, 
northward, over insulated hills varying considera- 
bly in eztent and elevation, with boge and moory 
ground at their bases. Mount Prospect, and the vil- 
lage of Crosna are attained, from each of which is a 
charming, retrospective view of fiockingham House, 
its woods, lake, and islands. In the village is a spa- 
cious Roman CathoHc chapel, to which a fine new 
steeple has been recently attached, an object visible 
from a great distance, and itself commanding all the 
scenery of Kilronan Castle, Oakport, and Rockingham. 
Near this are the high lands of Ballyfermoyle, 
comprising upwards of 700 acres, the estate of Mr. 
Mulloy, of Oakport, who has opened roads through 
it, and, by liberal allowances of lime and timber, in- 
duced an extensive and comfortable colonization. 
There have been discovered here some indications 
of coal, but the inquiry does not appear to have been 
scientifically prosecuted. In a wild bank of these 
hills, that cultivation has not yet reached, are two 
remarkably large tombstone-like slabs, lying beside 
each other, hacked on their faces with zig-zag lines; 
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they are like similar memoriale found throughout 
Ireland, popularly called " giants' graves," and whose 
frequent occurrence in Denmark, with the same con- 
jecture as to their object, Saxo-Grammaticua noticea 
in hia History {/ iii.) Indeed the name of the town- 
land, Bally-fer-moyle, i. e. " to^ra of the man-heap," 
seems to surest the immemorial tradition of their 
existence and use. The two lai^, horizontal stones, 
which are now all remaining of this memorial, are of 
red sandstone, and measure each seven feet in length, 
by four feet two in breadth, while the face of the 
surrounding ground presents many large stones ad- 
jacent. On a recent raising of the slabs, they were 
found to lie quite flat and even, on a pavement ap- 
parently artificial, bedded in very fine sand, and ex- 
tending commensurate with the incumbent slabs. 
Under this pavement were two strata of black and red 
earth, of the respective depths of from 6 to 8 inches. 
These strata have been reported as apparently the 
same with the surrounding soil, and as resting on the 
solid rock. The zig-zag characters are cut on each 
stone, to the proportion of a space of 4 feet by 3. 
On Ballyfermoyle is also a fort, and several others 
are scattered through the parish; three on the town- 
land of Ardcame, two on Carrowmore, two at Far- 
nagalliagh, two at Lismalheare, three on Derrj'gra, 
and one on each of the townlanda of Carrownagashel, 
Liagreaghan, Glooria, and Derreenannagh. 
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THE PARISH OF TDMNA. 

This parish contains, according to the recent Tri- 
gonometrical Survey, 9,188a. 3r. 13p., of which 
971a. 1h. 34p. are covered with water. The land 
was valued for assessment at £3,811 11*. Sd. per 
annum. Ecclesiastically considered, the rectory ia 
impropriate in Viscount Lorton, without patronage, 
while the vicarage is comprised, with six others, in 
the Union of Ardclare, alias Clonygormacan, from aU 
of which, however, this is remote ; the Diocesan pre- 
sents to the union. The rentxharge, now £105, is pay- 
able in equal moieties to the impropriator and the 
incumbent. In the Koraan Catholic division this pa- 
rish is partly in the Union of Croghan and BaUina- 
meen, and partly in that of Ardcame and Crosna. 
The principd proprietor of this is Mr. Hugh Barton. 
Its population was returned inl82 las 3,614 persons; 
increased, on the return of 1831, to 4,433, of whom 
it was calculated only 233 were members of the Es- 
tablished Church. The late Census states the total, 
including the inhabitants of Battle-bridge, as but 
4,180. There is no church in this parish, but, on 
the townland of Tumna are some massy old walls of 
the ancient parochial edifice, measuring in area about 
16 yards by 10, having near it a little chantry, 7 
yards by 5 ; these ruins lie close to the junction of the 
Boyle water with the Shaimon, on a swelling slope, 
and are surrounded by a grave-yard. The Boyle, at 
west of this point, expands into a fine sheet of water. 
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encircled by which is an island of 19 acres, called 
Inchatyra, to which projects, from the Roecommon 
side, the beautifully wooded promontoiy of Drum- 
harlogh, part of the Hughstown estate. On the op- 
posite side of the river, westward, are the ruins 
of Eilleen church, around which, extending from 
the eastern side of Upper Oakport Lough to Battle- 
bridge, lies theCootehall jaroperty, deriving its name 
from Colonel Chidley Coote, to whom it was granted 
soon after the Kestoration. Some years since it was 
purchased by the present proprietor, Mr. Barton. 
The face of this tract consists of hills, chiefly of 
limestone gravel, with good parcels of soil inter- 
spersed among reclaimed bog. When Mr. Weld 
published his " Survey of the County of Roscom- 
mon" (1832), he stated, that, in several of the then 
newly erected cottages on this estate, he found the 
wool-spinning assiduously practised, and looms 
crowded to excess, for the manufacture of coarse 
flannels, striped woollens, and cotton stuffs ; there 
is, however, no manufacture or trade here now, and 
the place presents a mixture of wretched cabins, 
with a Roman Catholic chapel wholly unworthy 
of religious appropriation. There are two fairs held 
annually, on the 18th of Mi^ and 14th of Novem- 
ber. The old hall is situated on the summit of a 
gentle eminence, and originally presented a large, 
quadrangular enclosure, or bawn, of about 100 yards 
square, bounded by lofty walls, with spacious, but 
low, round towers, at each angle. The habitable 
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part occupied nearly the whole of the eastern side, 
and what remains of it (for it was burned down in 
1798 by the insurgents) is now, together with the 
northern tower, converted to a farm-house. From 
the terrace in front of the building a fine view opens 
of Oakport t<ough, with the woods round the house. 
The approach to the hall ' was, and still -is, up a 
straight incUned plane, the front of which is filled 
by a conicaUy topped, gable-like wall, perforated 
with three Saxon arched portals, the centre for car- 
riages, and the sides for foot-passengers. The as- 
cendit^ avenue leads hence to another Saxon arch, 
opening into the court south of the hall. The river, 
where it passes out of the Loiigh of Oakport, is 
crossed by an oldstraight bridge of seven arches, on 
the off side of which, as sketched in the annexed 
engraving, is an excellent police barrack, also fitted 
up for holding the district Petty Sessions. Where 
the CootehaU estate terminates, at the Shannon, a 
small viUage of cabins appears on the Boecommon 
side, and is called Battle-bridge, the river being 
here crossed by a six-arched bridge, 150 feet long, 
and 13 wide. 

There are various forts in this parish; six on 
Cootehall; five on Annaghbeg; four on Cloonske- 
veen; four on Cleagheen; three on ShanbaUybawn, 
Lisfiirrellboy, Drumsillagh, Tumna, and Dervarry, 
respectively ; two on Brackloon, on Cloonacarrow, 
on Cloonmaine, on Cuiltyconeen, on Cloonkeen, and 
on LoughUl; and one on each of the following, viz., 
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Cloonfad, Meera, Moigh, Carrigeen, Foxhil), and 
a remarkaWy large one on Inchatyra, 

THE PAEISH OF KILL-BET AN. 

Kill-bryan, the emallest pariah of the Barony, con- 
tains 3,852a. Or. 20p., of which more than a fourth 
is covered with water, a great portion of Lough Ke 
being included within its bounds; a considerable 
section of Rockingham demesne is also within its 
circuit According to the General Valuation, the 
total annual value of the land is £2,865 1*. 7d. 
The rectory is impropriate in the Earl of Kingston, 
without patronage, while the vicarage forms, aa be- 
fore mentioned, part of the Union of Ardcame. In 
the Roman Catholic arrangement it is, as before 
stated, united with the parish of Boyle. About 110 
children are educated in three private schools, to 
one of which Lord Lorton contributes Xl4 per an- 
num, and gives a house and garden rent-free. With 
the exception of Kilteeshan (205a.), which is the 
estate of Dean French, Lord Lorton is the proprie- 
tor of the entire parish. Its population was reported 
in 1821, as 1,064 persons; increased, in 1831, to 
1,349; the comparative enumeration of Roman Ca- 
tholics to members of the Established Church being, 
on the latter occasion, laid down as upwards of 12 
to 1. The late Census fixes the total number at but 
1,114. 

The chief objects of attraction in the parish, 
Rockingham demesne and Lough Ee, have been al- 
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ready anticipated in the description of that of Boyle, 
to which they also, to a certain extent, appertain, 
and it but remains to observe, that there are two 
forts on the townland of Keeloguea, south of Lough 
Ke, and another on Kilteashan, east of that water, 
above Knockvicar-bridge. Near the latter is a spot 
called Bishop's seat, and north of it a holy well, 
styled Tobber-Patrick ; while in the townland of 
Aghnasum- is a meal, flour, and tuck mill, there are 
other mills in this neighbourhood, at BaUyfamon, 
beyond Lyonstown, and beyond Keadue. 

THE PARISH OF KILRONATT. 

The Ordnance Survey defines its contents as 
16,356a. 1r. 17p. present statute measiire, of which 
1,681a. 2r. 36p. are covered with water. The 
lands have been valued, for local assessment, at 
£4,779 lis. Id. per annum. In the ecclesiastical 
arrangement, this is the only parish of the barony 
that is not within the diocese of Elphin — itis in that 
of Ard^h ; but, under the operation of the Church 
Temporalities' Acts, all are now, by union, placed un- 
der the same spiritual head in the Established 
Church. The rectory is impropriate in Mr. Mulloy, 
of Oakport, who enjoys, however, no patronage in 
right thereof; the vicarage constitutes a single bene- 
fice, to which the Diocesan presents; the rent-charge, 
£195, being equally divided between the impropria- 
tor and the incumbent The latter has also a glebe 
of 31a. 3r. 34p., plantation measure (subject to a 



id By Google 



122 STATISTICS. 

rent of £10), and aglebe-faouBe, erected in 1815, by 
aid of the then existing Board of Pirat Fruits. 

About three-fourths of this parish are good arable 
and pasture land — the remainder, mountain of rich 
geolf^cal and mineralogical resources. Ilie part 
immediately about Eilronan brings a rent of from 
26*. to 30*. per acre. This village consists of but a 
few stra^ling houses, some standing close near the 
road side — others removed from it towards the base 
of the mountains. In it, however, is the parish 
church, hereafter more particidarly alluded to. The 
Boman Catholic parochial division is co-extensiTe 
with that of the BstabUshed Church, and for its con- 
gregations are two chapels, one in Eeadue, and an- 
other at Arigoa. There are, within the parish, two 
National Schools, one at Ballyfamon, insfaTicting 79, 
the other at Keadue, 85. The population was, in 
1821, calculated to be 5,057per8ons, nearly one-third 
of whom were then employed in manufactures, trades, 
or handicraft ; the Census of 1831 exhibited an in- 
crease to 6,940 ; but it was then stated, that only 
133of thisaggregatehadbeen so employed; and that 
there were 213 members of the Established Church 
within the parish. The late Census calcidates the to- 
tal, which includes the inhabitants of the little towns 
ofKeadueandBallyfamon,aB7,085,ofwhom this says 
181 are engaged in manufactiu*e3 and trade. About 
one-half of the parish is the property of Captain 
Edward King Tenison, and a considerable portion 
of the remainder belongs to Mac Dermott Roe, 
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another resident proprietor. Of tiie many objects 
of interest to be foimd within this section of the 
barony, the old church and grave-yard invite, per- 
haps, the earliest attention ; the new is a neat build- 
ing, with lancet windows and a spire ; it was erected 
in 1788, stands on an eminence, and has a ceme- 
tery attached, in which are some monuments ; one 
particularly, near the chiirch, to the memory of Tho- 
mas Cox, son of John Cox, of Creadley, in Worces- 
tershire (who was, on the 23rd of February, 1828, 
" cruelly murdered," at Arigna Iron Works, in the 
72nd year of his age), has been raised by his sister, 
Frances Cox. Other monuments occur.— To Joseph 
Waterhouse, obiit 1831. To the Kev. John Maxwell, 
Vicar of Kilmactrany, obiit 1841, erected by his wi- 
dow. TotheRev.CharlesSeymour.VicarofKikonan. 
who died in 1834 (his predecessor in the benefice 
was the Rev. John Little, and his successor, the pre- 
sent incumbent, the Rev. Edward Charles Eager). 
To Jane. Crowe, alias Hardie, obiit 1839. — Memo- 
rials within a railed enclosure, to Miss Frances Te- 
nison, late of Knockranny, obiit 1830, aged 62 ; 
also to her brother, Thomas Tenison, obiit 1835, 
aged 76, &c. 

Not &r from this, at the same side and margin of 
Lough Meelagh, are the ruins of the old parochial 
church and grave-yard, within whose hallowed ambit 
are deposited the last earthly remains of the cele- 
brated Carolan. He was interred in the vault of 
Mac Dermott Boe, the enclosure of which, as marked 
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in tlie annexed plate, projects like a transept from the 
north side of the top of the aiele of the old church. 
This enclosure is 20 feet long by 16 wide, and at its 
head are sculptured the armorials of the Mac Der- 
mott Roe, on a white slab inserted in black (as sug- 
gested in the engraving), with the motto " Honor 
probataque virtus." Under this slab, over the mouth 
of the vault, an altar-like monument is raised, on the 
top horizontal flag of which are carved the words, 
"Sacred to the memory of John Mac Dermott Roe, 
Esq., and his son Charles, both of Alderford, also of 
a long line of their ancestors who are here interred. 
— Thomas Mac Dermott Roe, Eeq^bath erected this 
monument, as a small but grateful tribute of filial and 
fraternal affection.— John, above mentioned, died 
17th April, 1777, Charles, the 28th of August, 1776." 
The slab in fix)nt records the death of Mulloy Mac 
Dermott Roe, " the poor man's magistrate and the 
poor man's protector." He died on the 24th day of 
December, 1835, and here has since been buried his 
son Thomas Charles Mac Dermott Roe. At the foot 
of this stone table, are monuments to Charles Mac 
Dermott Roe, obiit 1717, and to Mary Coulthard, 
alias Mac Dermott Roe, obiit 1835, aged 76. Ano- 
ther similar enclosure shoots from Uie east end of 
the church, within which is the family vault of the 
Mac Dennotts of Knockranny ; and here is a tomb- 
stone to Terence Mac Dermott, late of Blnockranny, 
died 17th December, 1737, "erected by his dearly 
beloved wife, Helen Mac Dermott Roe, otherwise 
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Dillon," and another to Catherine Mac Dennott, of 
Knocliranny, obiit 1773, aged 63, erected by her 
nephew, Edward Mac Donnell, Esq. The walls of 
about two-thirds of the old church are yet standing 
and are beautifully situated over the water, the door- 
way being Saxon-arched, and curiously carved in 
a representation of cylinders of about four or five 
inches in diameter. Within the choir are tombstones 
to the Rev. Patrick Mac Keon, obiit 1796, and to hia 
brother William, who died in the same year; to Mr. 
William M'Loughlin, ofCabragh, who died in 1834, 
and to his descendwita; to the Very Rev. WilliamMa- 
garry, parish priest of Kilronan, died January, 1816, 
"erected by the parishioners;" with many other un- 
inscribed stones: the nave measures 54 feet in length, 
by 26 in width. In the surrounding cemetery are 
tombs to the memory of Catherine Mac Loughlin, 
alias Brehony, obiit 1803, erected by her husband, 
BarUi^ "O'Melaghlin;" Owen "Mac Loughlin," their 
son, and others of their descendants, are also stated 
to be buried here. — To Margaret Mac Dermott, obiit 
1821.— To Thomas Verdon, who diedinl782,'and to 
his wife Jane Magan, erected by their son James. — 
To Charles Ward, died 1786, and his family.— To 
John Ward (1812), and his family.— To Br}'an Lee, 
obiit 1790. — To " Maggy" Daly, otherwise Reynolds, 
obiit 1797, and her descendants. — To Margaret Re- 
gan, alias Durkin, obiit 1792, and her descendants. 
—To Myles Cullen, obut 1795.— To Anthony Daly, 
obiit 1802, and his descendants. — To Patrick 
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O'Rourke, obiit 1799, erected by hia wife Elizabeth. 
— To Tbady Mac Dermott, 1794, and hia family.— 
To Mary Mac Manus, otherwifle Berne, died 1822, 
and her deecendadta, &c. &c. A singular custom pre- 
vails in tiiie churchyard :- up the riaihg ground, which 
the ceaoetery occupiee, uninscribed tombstones are 
ranged in long levels, like disjointed steps, one resting 
on .the edge of aitodier, to the summit Standing on 
the comer parapet of the north-eastern angle of the 
grave-yard, a most lovely view is obtained, of which 
the annexed plate can but exhibit a section. At 
left thoee of Knockranny are- seen sloping to the 
water — the woods of Annagh in the distant centre — 
groupings of which thence guide the eye to Kilronan 
Castle and ite demesne, and the steeple of Kilronan 
peering from (te trees — the tranquil Lough Mee- 
lagh, with its islands, in front of this perspective, 
and, in the foreground, the old church with its ivied 
gable, eastern window, two burial enclosures, the 
escutcheon of the Mac JDennott armorials rising, in 
fine relief, from the black mural slab — St. Ronan's 
well, with its lonely circle of trees — and, between 
these and the spectator, the grave-^ird, here over- 
grown with thorns, nettles, and thistles, there thickly 
(for it has everbeeii a favourite burial-place) flagged 
with tomb-stones, and, above all, hallowed with re- 
collections, that induce the following brief 

NOTICES OS CABOLAN. 
This last, as he was the most distinguished of 
the Irish Barda, was descended from an ancient and 
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respectable family, identified with the records and 
topography of Meath, where a district is still re- 
cognized as Carolanstown. Patrick Carolan, the 
bard's paternal uncle, appears, in 1691, to have 
possessed the lands of Muff, 300 acres, in the parish 
of Nobber, in that county ; but John, the bard's fe- 
ther, lost all his property by his adherence to the 
Stuart line. Turlogh, alias Terence, the subject of 
this memoir, was bom in the year 1670, at Newtown, 
near Nobber, and seven mUes from Carolanstown. 
In the village of Cruisetown, in his own neigh- 
bourhood, he received the rudiments of his edu- 
cation, and his first instructions on the harp; where, 
becoming acquainted with Miss Bridget Cruise, a 
consequent attachment inspired the earliest of his 
poetical and musical compositions. In his sixteenth 
year, however, he was seized by that then most 
formidable complaint, the smaU-pox, and utterly 
deprived of sight by its visitation; but, as he used 
to say, himself, his eyes were transplanted to hie 
ears. His father was soon afterwards obhged to 
emigrate from Meath, and, settling at Carrick-on- 
Shannon, became soon acquainted with the family 
of Mac Dermott Koe, of Alderford. The lady of 
that house, perceiving the talent of the boy, had 
him instructed, as far as his infirmity permitted, in 
class with her own children, particular attention 
being applied to the Irish language, then univer- 
sally learned, and to his favourite study, music. 
There he remained an almost constant resident for 
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years, and, as these were his first ixicnds and pa- 
trons, he continued attached to them through life 
by the most sacred ties of gratitude and affection, 
ITe also, at this period, became acquainted with 
Denis O'Conor, the great great grandfather of the 
present O'Conor Don, and who, at that period, be- 
fore the restoration of any part of his inheritance, 
was living on a farm at Knockmore, near Alderford. 
Carolan, in his twenty-second year, conceived the 
notion of adopting the profession of an itinerant 
musician at the houses of the resident gentry, where- 
upon his benefactress, Mrs. Mac Dermott, provided 
him with a horse and an attendant, and thus com- 
menced the career of this celebrated Bard. Amongst 
the places, which he first idsited, was Letterfyan, an 
ancient seat of the family of Reynolds, situated near 
the beautifid lake of Lough Scur, in the County 
Leitrim,and here he composed his celebrated "Shee- 
mor and Shee-beg," as also his " Planxty Eeynolds." 
His subsequent visits through the Counties of Lei- 
trim, Eoscommon, Sligo, Mayo, and Galway, eli- 
cited similar local and family effusions. He also 
visited Meath and Louth, and, amongst his songs 
of the latter locality, is one in praise of Miss Mac- 
neill of Ballymacscanlan. His visits in Ulster were 
confined to the family of Maguire of Tempo, County 
Fermanagh, with ayoung relative of whom, Mary Ma- 
guire, he intermarried, and, on that event, appears 
to have fixed his residence on a farm near Mohill, 
in the County of Leitrim. "Here," says Mr. Walker 
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(from whose " Irish Baxds," and Mr. Hardiman's 
" Irish Minatrelay," those particulars are chiefly 
gleaned), " he built a neat little house, in which he 
gave his friends, ' if not a eumptuoua welcome, yet 
a kind ;' hospitality consumed the produce of his 
little farm; he ate, drank, and was merry, and im- 
providently left to to-morrow to provide for itself, 
which soon occasioned embarrassments in his do- 
mestic afEairs." He appears thereon, to have renewed 
his itinerancy, and his old acquaintances. At the 
house of Belan^are, to which Mr. Denis O'Conor 
had been, by this time, restored, he was a most wel- 
come guest, and in return he used himself to say, 
" When I am amongst the O'Conors, I think the 
harp has the old sound in it" - About this time, 
Geminiani, the celebrated musician, being in Dub- 
lin, and hearing of Carolan's fame, resolved to test 
its justice, and singling out a piece of excellent 
Italian music, he mutilated it in such a manner, that 
only a very superior judge could rectify the air, or 
supply the deficiencies; it is, however, stated, that 
on its being played to Carolan, the minstrel, closely 
attending to the performance, declared it an admi- 
rable piece of music, but that (according to his 
phrase) it limped and stumbled, when he at once 
re-constructed the air to its original scope. About 
this time possibly, he composed his unrivalled piece, 
the " Receipt for Drinking," a composition which 
he is said to have begun in Boyle, over a beve- 
rage, that, after six weeks' denial, he could then no 

VOL. I. K 
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longer reeiflt, and on the following morning to have 
sung and played in tbe parlour of his &icnd, Mr. 
Stafford, at Elphin. 

In 1733, bie wife, to whom he appears to have 
been devotedly attached, died, an event that threw 
a gloom over his mind, never after entirely dis- 
sipated. When the first transports of grief some- 
what subsided, he composed a fine monody, which 
has been tnmslated by Miss Brooke. Many other 
of his songs have been given to the world in " Har- 
diman's Minstrelsy," the original Irish being accom- 
ptmied with sweet translations from the pen of the 
talented, the too-early-departed, Thomas Furlong. 
Carolan did not long survive his wife; in 1737, his 
health, which had been for scone years declining, 
gave evident symptoms of approaching dissolution. 
At Tempo, finding himself grow weak, he resolved 
to proceed to Alderford, the hoase of his never-fail- 
ing patroness, Mrs. Mac Dermott, then in health and 
spirits, though nearly in her eightieth year, He was 
received with the expected warmth and welcome, 
and, " after he had rested a little," writes Mr. Har- 
diman, " he called for his harp ; his relaxed fingers 
for awhile wandered feebly over the strings, but, 
soon acquiring a momentary impulse, he played his 
well-known ' Farewell to Music,' in a strain of ten- 
derness and feeling, which drew tears from the eyes 
of his auditoiy. This was his last effort; nature was 
subdued, and the dying bard was carried in a state 
of exhausticm to his room," where, it must be stated 
with regret, he only lingered for some time, to evince 
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that fatal devotion to inebriety, in which he had for 
many years indulged, and more especially since he 
bad lost the partner of his life ; he died at Alder- 
ford,on the 25th of March, 1738. When his death 
was known, it is related that upwards of sixty cler- 
gymeo, as well Protestant as Eoman Catholic, a 
number of gentlemen, firom the surroimding coun- 
ties, and a vast concourse of country people, assem- 
bled to pay the last mark of respect to their fa- 
vourite bard. " All the houses in Bailyfernon were 
occupied by the former, and the people erected tente 
in the fields round Alderford House; the harp was 
heard in every direction, the wake lasted four days; 
on each side of the hall was placed a keg of whis- 
key, which was replenished as often as empued"(a). 
On the fifth day his remains were brought forth, and 
the funeral was one of the greatest that for many 
years had taken place in Connaught. lie was in- 
terred, as before mentioned, at Kilronan. A musical 
commemoration of him was celebrated in 1809, 
in Dublin; it was chiefly composed of his own po- 
pular pieces, but, after an effort of unsteady en- 
thusiasm, though then held twice in one week, it 
never was since repeated. He left by his wife six 
daughters and one son; the latter, who had studied 
music, having, in 1747, pubUshed an imperfect copy 
<rf hie father's compositions, emigrated to London, 
where he afterwards taught the harp. 

(a) Hardinum's Iriah MinBtrelay, toL L p. Ixr. 

e2 
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Doctor R R Madden, the author of some works 
of travel in the Eaat, ■wrote lines on revisiting Kil- 
ronan, the first two verses of which eeem of applica- 
ble insertion here. 

" Time, after all, deals leniently with things 
Sacred to genias and religion's name; 
The gorgeous piles and palaces of kings 
Leave no sncli lasting moaument of fame ; 
But &j old walls, Kilronan, are the same 
Unchanging ruins, I beheld them last, 
When, fire-and-twentf years ago, I came 
And pondered o*er these records of the past. 
Graven on sfajne that age had long o'ercast. 

" The same old ivy clings to thy grey stones. 
And this unfading drapery of yore. 
The Gothic arch and sculptured casement crowns. 
And shrouds these sacred walls as heretofore. 
These hallowed graves the old trees still wave o'er t 
Before thee yet, in peaceful slumber, lies 
The tranquil lake; and, on the noiseless shore 
The pilgrim stands, and vainly turns his eyes. 
Where our 'Last Uinstrel'e' monument should rise." 



The absence of such a monument is still to be re- 
gretted, for, although there is no doubt, that this 
" eon of song" was here inhumed, in the vault of the 
Mac Dermotts Koe, and though a skull, traditionally 
believed to be his, was long an object of veneration, 
and so exhibited, in a niche within the old walls, 
until stolen by some unconscientious virtuoso, yet, 
the precise spot of his last repose is not marked by 
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any distinct gravestone, mound, or enclosure ; the 
whole site is, however, consecrated, not less by tliis 
association, than by the circumstance of its having 
been the scene where was compiled that muniment 
of Irish history, hence termed " the Book of Kilro- 
nan," which the Four Masters have designated as 
one of the sources of authority for their Annals, and 
stamped with their approval. A volume, said to be 
the original of this work, but in a very imperfect 
state, exists in the Manuscript room of Trinity Col- 
lege; it is in quarto, wanting not only the beginning 
and the end, but also defective in some intermediate 
places. In its present state, it purports to com- 
mence with the year 1014, and to end with 1571 ; 
the principal chasms are between the years 1138 and 
1170, and between 1316 and 1462. Amongst its 
contents is a Chronicle of the Kings of Connaught, 
as from the arrival of St Patrick to 1464, a tran- 
script of which is in the Manuscript Collections at 
Stowe. The death of the last O'Conor, to whom 
these Annals concede the title of king, is thus re- 
corded: " 1464, died Teigue O'Conor; he was buried 
in Koscommon, the nobility of Connaught all wit- 
nessing that interment, so that not one of the kings 
of Connaught, down from the reign of Cathal of the 
Red Hand, was more honourably interred, and no 
wonder, since he was the best of the kings of Con- 
naught, considering the gentleness of his reign. 
There was no king of Connaught after him; they 
after obtwned the title of " O'Cooor," and, because 
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they were not themselves steady to each other, tbey 
were crushed by lawless power, and the naurpation 
of foreigners ; may (Jod foi^ve them their sins." 

The period when this church was founded, or 
by whom, are questions equally involved in obscu- 
rity. There were different holy men of the name 
of Ronan in Ireland, during the early ages of the 
Church, but the most probable of these to be consi- 
dered as the founder of Kilronau, was St Bonan, 
the son of Berach, who became Abbot of Dnun- 
shallon, in the county Louth, and died of the great 
plague in 665(a). His recorded Mend, St Fechin, 
was a native of Connaught, and, although resident at 
Fore, he formed other establishments in the pro- 
vince of his birth, and possibly might have encou* 
raged bis holy friend to follow his example. There 
is extant, however, a pedigree of ancient Irish saints, 
in which Ronan of Kilronan is mentioned, as of the 
race of Owen, one of the sons of Nial of the Nine 
Hostages, while it is not to be forgotten that the 
Biographer of St Columba, when he writes of that 
saint's visit and sojourn at Ballysadare, near Sligo, 
mentions that he was there attended by many per- 
sons celebrated for their sanctity, and amongst these 
by " Bony, Bishop of Kilroney"(i). An inquisition 
of 1595, alluded to in the History of the Barony, 
shews that there also existed here an hospital or 
religious house, well endowed with termon lands. 

(a)ColgaD*B Acta SaDctorum, p. HI. 
(ft) Trias Thaum p. 463. 
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At the foot of the old church, on the oppoaite side 
of the road, and on the immediate edge of the lake, 
ie a holy well, dedicated to St Blaise, an early bishop 
and martyr of Sebastea in Cappadocia. It is shaded 
with old ash trees, and is enclosed by an ancient cir- 
cular wall, partly covered with ivy. Inserted in its 
front is a etone inscribed with the words, " Pray for 
the souls of Roger Mac Dennott Koe(o), and his 
wife Ellen Connor, 1686." Near the well, and now 
only separated from it by die road, are the scattered 
stones of what is popularly called Leac>Ronan, 
i. e. Rooan's Altar; it now appears horizontal, rest- 
ing on smaller, and on it, says the tradition, the peo- 
ple used to place little round stones, in the observ- 
ance of some votive rite; such stones are certainly 
scattered about there, but, it would seem, more pro- 
bably the remains of an original cromlech. On the 
8th and 9tb of September a patron used to be held 
here, which was much resorted to by the peasantry, 
but the idleness and dissipation, that were induced 
at these meetings, obliged the Boman Catholic clergy 
to denounce their recurrence. Another rite, once 
of popular observance throughout Ireland, but now 
disused in most other parte of the country, is still 
preserved here — the lamentations of keeners at fune- 
rals, conmionly-called " the Irish cry," the coronach 
of Scotland ; and certainly, in this sequestered and 
romantic situation, when the mourners are seen and 

(a) ThiBMocDermottBoehadagraDt from the Crown, in 1677, 
of BQadry lands in the Connties of BoBcommon and Mbjo, 
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heard winding through the mountains, and along the 
borders of the lake, their measured lamentations, 
swelling or dying away, until they reach this, the re- 
vered goal of the processiou, the effect is thrillingly 
impressive to the commonest auditor, while it affords 
to the historian an interesting association with Patri- 
archal days in the east, and an additional evidence 
of the colonization of Ireland from Asia, at a period, 
when primeval customs and usages must have been 
in the full maturity of tradition. Chardin,wbeD speak- 
ing of walings for the dead in the latter country, 
gives an accurate notion of those practised in Ireland : 
" They continue a long time, then cease all at once; 
they begin again as suddenly, at day-break, and in 
concert; it is this suddenness which is so terrific, with 
a greater shrillness and loudness than one can easily 
imagine." The Hebrews had their mourning wo- 
men: " Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, consider ye and 
call for the mourning women, that they may come, 
and send for cunning women, that they may come, 
and let them make haste and take up a wailing for 
us, that our eyes may nm down with tears, and our 
eyelids gush out with water8"(a). From them the 
Greeks, Romans, and Asiatics, adopted the custom. 
Homer speaks of the women weeping round the 
corpse of Hector, and Sophocles represents the cho- 
rus crjring over the remains of Ajax, while, in the 
Laws of the Ten Tables, it was foimd necessary to 

(a) Jeremifth, ix. 17-18. 
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reatrtun this " ululatus," " let all costliness and exces- 
sive wailings be banished from funerals;" and again, 
" let not the women tear their faces, "or disfigure them- 
selves, or make hideous outcries." Hired mourning 
women attend the &nerals of the Egyptians at this 
day; in India funeral cries axe yet in use ; and, in 
other parts of the East, travellers still encounter 
them. Their prevalence in Ireland is shewn from 
the earliest date. Giraldus Cambrensis found the 
custom in full vigour, when the English first invaded 
this island: "Gens Hi^mica et Hispanica aliteque 
nationes nonnuUs, inter lugubres funerum planctus, 
musicas efferunt lanientatione3,quatenu8 vel dolorem 
instantem augeant et recentem, vel forte ut minuant 
jam remi8sum"(a). Stanihurst gives a faithful and 
lively description of it, as in his time(5), and such 
is the unaltered character of the ceremony, as of 
frequent recurrence at Kilronan. 

After these antiquarian remains and observ- 
ances, the object of most inviting interest in this 
parish is Alderford, the home of Carolan's happiest 
days, and where he resigned his last breath. His 
room, with a recess where he slept, has been reve- 
rentially incorporated in the new house, and still 
contains his chair, and the cupboard, and punch- 
ladle, so associated with the habits that hastened his 
dissolution. The latter was a too appropriate pre- 
sent from his patron, Mr. Stafford, of Elphin, and ia 

(a) Top. Hib. Dist iii. c. 12. 

(*) De Rebus Hib. Lib. i. pp. 47, 48. 
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marked with the initials I. S. The present house of 
Alderfbrd is large and comfortable, situated near 
the east bank of Lough Skean, in the centre of fine 
plantations, rich lawns, and cherished improTements. 
The demesne is enclosed by a wall, coped with a 
singular species of rubble stone, of extremely tantaa- 
tic and varied natural castings, suggesting ludicrous 
efforts at sculpture in every specimen. It is taken 
from the surface of anadjacentquarry intheCounty 
Sligo. The vicinity of this seat is highly romantic, 
and one of the avenues points to, and terminates in, 
the neat little town of Bdly&mon. 

This mansion and town, being the estate of the 
lineal representative of the only branch now located 
within the barony of Boyle, of a fomjly that once 
were its exclusive lords, it seems more than justi- 
fiable here to introduce 

A HEUOIB OF THE VAHELT OF " MAC DEBMOT" OR 

" MAC DBRMOTT." 
The early pedigree of this andentlj powerfol family ia most 
eatiafactorilj detailed in the " Book of Lecan," avowedly from the 
far more andent " Psalter of Cashel." The " Book of Kilronan," 
compiled by their chief poets, the O'Duigenans, haa, as might be 
expected, moat interesting particulars of thdr lineage. There is 
also a pedigree of the family preserved in the Harleian CollectioQ 
of the British Museum, and various poems, od the succeauve T»- 
nists of the sept, are to be found ia the Manuscript Collectioae 
at Stowe. From these sources, and from the Irish Annalists, 
chiefly Tigeruach, the ensuing notices of thur early succession 
are chiefly derived, premising, that the very sonuuse which tbey 
assumed, "Jharmid," literally signifies, in Irisli, "god of war." 
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Acbuua MoigmedoD, King of Ireland (of the line of Heremon), 
-who died at Tan in 365, was the father of the celebrated Nial of 
the Nine Hostages, from irliom the O'Donnells, O'N^s, (yUol- 
I078, &c^ trace their pedigree, while Bryan, the eldest son of 
that AchsitiB, and who became king of Coouaaght, was the j^rs- 
poiitiu of the Mac Dermots. TIi» son, Duach Galach, was con- 
verted hj St. Patrick, became the Gxat Christian king of Con- 
naught, and died A. D. 436, as did his snccessor, Ei^;eniiis, in 
465, and his son and snccessor, Uuredach Mai, in 489- His suc- 
cessor. Feigns, King of Connanght, was slun in battle in 499, 
when his son, Achaios, sncceeded. He had a brother, Fei^na, 
who was ancestor of the O'Bu&rcs of Brefny. Achaius died in 
543, and was sncceeded by Hugh Abrad, who was slain in battle 
in 577- Madac^ sncceeded Hugh as Eing of Connai^ht ; he 
had a brother, Cnoman, ancestor of the &mily of O'Flinn. Ma- 
dach died about the jear 601, when Baghall^h inherited the prin- 
cipality of Cwnanght. 

From him descended, through ten generations, Teigue of the 
Tower, who gOTcmed Connaught during 31 years; his eldest 
son, Conor, was ancestor of the sereral families of O'Conor Son, 
O'Conor Roe, and O'Conor Sligo; while his second son, Mul- 
roona Mor, was ancestor of the Clan-MulroonSt comprising the 
Mao Dennots, the Mao Donoughs, lords of T7T-OU0II, Sco. &c. 
This Mulroona, or Maolroana, was king of Moyluig, at the time 
of the battle of Clontarf, in 1014,buttoo advanced in years to 
attend there ; one of his sons, howerer, Connor, commanded the 
•ept at that memorable field. On the deaUt of Mulroona, about 
the year 1020, Murtagh, his eldest son, acquired the principality, 
or, as it was called, kingdom of Moylurg, and was, in about thirty 
years afWwards, succeeded by his son Teigue. In 1080, Maol- 
roana, eldest son d* Teigue, was chief of the sept ; he it was who 
founded one of the churches at Clonmacnoise, hoice called, from 
him, " Mac Dermot's church," which Archdall notes as having 
beem repured in 1 100, " the shingles, and the lower end of the 
wall of that great choich, being then made good and completed." 
About the year 1130, Teigue Uor, son of Maolmoaa, succeeded 
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his fkther, and, while the d«mth of ■ M>n of his, MaolsBchiul, ia 
noticed in the Ann&la of Boyle, At 1124, hems himself snoceeded 
bj' hia son Dermot, in whom the nmune of Hac Dermot appears 
to have originated, and who, as the Four Masters record, died in 
1159, "supreme conncillor, mge, and excellent mediator, of one- 
fifth of Coonaoght," as did his son, Gilla Crist, in a few nKmths 
after, having fallen at the battle of Ardee, whereupon, his nncie, 
Uurrongh, assumed the goremment of Mojluxg, on the rights, 
privil^es, and immunities of which, a poem, attributed to the 
year 1160, is extant. In 1169, the fine abbey of Fore was burned 
by this Morrough, who was himself alvn in 1 186. Eleven years 
previous to his death, in a gift of endowment, by Boderic O'Conor, 
of the lands of Tuam, the witnesses were, Cadhla O'Duffy, Arch* 
bishop of Tuam, Hugh Flinn, Ignatius O'Uonahan, Conor, the 
son of Dermot, &c. ; this latter Conor, son of the before-men- 
tioned King Dermot, succeeded as chieftuu' of Moylurg, which 
he held during ten ensuing years, when he took upon him the 
Gistercisn habit, became a monk in the abbey of Boyle, and there 
died, and was buried, in 1198; whereupon the government of that 
district passed to Tumultagh, or Timothy, Mac Dermot, the son 
of Conor, who, in 1204, erected the original castle on Lough Ke, 
in two years after which, as recorded by the Four Masters, he 
died. In 1210, when Cathal O'Conor, simamed the Bed-handed, 
met King John at Bathwyre, in the County Meath, and acknow- 
ledged fealty to him, he delivered, as hostages for his obedience, 
four noble youths, one of whom was O'Hara, lord of Leney, and 
Dermot, a younger brother of Timothy, from whom descended 
the &niily of Mac Dermot na Gall. The death of a sister of Timo- 
thy, in 1230, will be found recorded in the " Annals of Boyle," 
ad ann. Timothy himself had two sons, Connac and Donough ; 
the former, when Moylurg was invaded in 1207, by Cathal Car* 
rach O'Conor, having been joined by Dennid, son of Magnus 
O'Conor, O'Haxa, lord of Leney, O'Dowda, and others, defeated 
Cathal, took him prisoner, and disqualified >iim from governing, 
by depriving him of his sight. Cormac subsequently distinguiBhed 
himself, in 1236, when Moylurg was again overrun, and the 
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castle of the rock of Lough Ee was oss&iled, as stated in the 
" Aunab.** He it ma also, who, as shewn on the same aathorit]r, 
built the first market-town of Moylu^, at Port-no- Carrig, while 
his brother, Donough, became the progenitor of the Mac Do- 
noughs, lords of Tyr-OlioU- Cormac died, about the year 1246, 
a monk in the abbey of Boyle, when hia son, Conor, succeeded to 
Moylurg. In his time, Thomas Mac Dermot, a member of the 
family, was Archdeacon of Elphin ; he died in 1 255. Another Tho- 
mas, the son of Ferral Mac Dermot, theretofore Abbot of Boyle, 
was, in 1262, promoted to the bishopric of EUphin; and it is re- 
corded, Utat he granted indulgenoes of fifty days to those who 
would perform pilgrimages to the Chapel of the Blessed Virgin, 
in the Temple of London, and forty more to those who would, with 
proper dispositions and preparation, 'visit the tomb of Sb Boger, 
in St. Paul's, in the same city. About this time, William de 
Burgo, whose inheritance in Connaught had, during his absenoe 
in the ware of Fnnce and Scotland, been invaded and re-clumed 
by the native sc^ts, returned, and, by his valour and the disci- 
pline of his adherents, recovered hia possessions, slaying in battle 
Phelim O'Conor, Telgue O'Kelly, and Cormac Mac Dermot, who 
appears to have been a yoonger son of Uie aboTe-mentioned Conor 
of Moylnrg. This Conor was, on his decease, succeeded by bis 
eldest sou, Gilcrist, recorded as lord of Moyluig in 1300, while, 
from his (Conor's) brother, Dermott Boagh, so called by reason 
of the colour of his hair, descended the Uac Dermotts Boe, as 
hereafter mentioned. This Dermott Buagh was Sheriff of Boa- 
common in 1 307, when he was imprisoned by the English, in the 
Castle of Roscommon, until released thence by O'Kelly, of Hy- 
Maine. Ou the death of Hugh O'Conor, King of Connaught, in 
1309, Mac Dermot, Prince of Moylurg, invited Phelim, son of 
said Hugh O'Conor, to his castle, where, assembling the chiefs of 
Connaught, be conducted him thence to the hill of Camfree, where 
he inaugurated him King of Connaught, with the usual solemni- 
ties. This was t^e Mac Dermot, who, being closely allied to 
the Mac Carthys and O'Neills, and, hating the English govern- 
ment, invited Broce'e invasion to free Ireland from its rulers. 
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On tlie Brrir*! of the Soottish chieC Mac Dennot ji^ed bia 
sbuuiird, and, vrhile these alties were, with • large hoAj of the 
O'ConoTs, derut&tmg the P&le, B017 Mac Cshil Boe O'Conor 
Uid waste variouB parts of Consaugbt, after which he required 
Mac Dermot to give him the dnties due upon him aa bdoogiiig 
to the royal rereDue of Connanght, and ihus to atisovrledge him 
as king of that prorince; Mac Dermot, howerer, refiiaed to com- 
ply with his reqneit, or to give hoatagea on demand(a). 

In 1316, at the memocable battle of Athenry, amongst the 
Irish dtieb who feD fitting ngainat William de Burgo, the Loid 
Bermingham, and others of the Englioh, were Uagniu Mac Dor- 
mot 0*Coiu», Taniat of Connanght ; Art (yHan, Prince of 
Leney ; Dennot Ibc Dermot, Tanirt of Hoytiirg ; Mnrtongh. 
son cd'Taithleach Mac Dermot, &a, &c. In 1331, Maolruaaa 
Blac Dermot, who was the bod of Gilcrist of 1300, Lord of M07- 
Inrg, resigned hi« Lordship, and took upon him, in the Abbey of 
Boyle, die habit of the order, when he waa mcoeeded by his son 
Tintothy. In 1342, the before-mentioned Dermott Huagh, died a 
Cisterciaumonk, in the Abbey of Boyle In 1347, William, eon of 
John de Barry, Milo Courcy, and John Winchedon, wetc em- 
powered "for themdioi^on of peace," to treat vrith and reform, 
by the beet attainable meaoa, Mac Dermot and his men(i). In 
1380, Manna Mac Dennett, the lineal deaceodant of Dermott 
Snagh, £ed Abbot of the religions fraternity on Trinity island, 
in Lough Ee, while another monber of this line, Malachias Mao 
Denoott Roe, founded, in 1385, the Dominican Abbey of Clon- 
shanville. In 1394, Turiogh Boe O'Conor, the son of Hugh, and 
grandson of Fhelim, was supported in his claims to the sore- 
leignty of Connanght, agwnst Turlogh Don O'Conor, by Mao 
Dermott, of Maylurg, and O'Ruarc, of Breffny, when the chiefs, 
who could influence the dection, decided to divide Connaught be- 
tween iiis two couaios, Turlogh Roe and Turlogh Don, a distinctitKi 
and diTision which much impeded the subsequent pre-eminenoe 
of the O'Conor dynasty. Hugh Mac Dennot was at this time 

(a) Anntds of Clonmacnoise. (b) Roll in Berm. Tur. 
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accoontfid chief of Moy lurg, and a poem in his pruae and that of 
his teiritory, composed abont 1395, hj Ainglioch O'Donnelkn, 
his chief poet, is yet extant In I3d8, FsmJ Hac Dermot, Loid 
of MojloTg, plundered the Abbey of Boyle ; he was the eldest sod 
of Timothy, mentioned at 1331, and bad a brodier, Conor Mac 
Dennot, who -waa ancestor of the Uac Dermots of the Rock. 
In 1419, Timothy Mac Dennot, described as "heir qtpaient to 
the sover^gn^ or lordship of Moylurg," was one of the ciiiefe 
who attoided Malacby O'Kelly, of Hy-Maine, in an expedition 
against da Bnxgo; he was the eldest son of the above Ferral, of 
1396, but nerer succeeded to the inheritance, having died in his 
father's life-time; and, as theissne of hisnest brother, Maolntana, 
became eztuict, Moylurg principality passed to the descendants of 
Gilccist Uao Dermot, an uncle of the said FerraL While the in- 
heritance was in this line, occnrred the Parliament of Elizabeth in 
1585, whenTeigne, the son of Hugh Oge, being Tanist, and very 
old, sent his relative "of the £ock,"viz., Bryan, son of Kory, eon 
of Teigne, son of Bory C%e, who was the great-grandaon of Godot, 
the fonnder of that line, as his representative at that first Irish 
National Assembly. This Teigue's line also became afterwards 
extinct, and the dynasty passed to the Mac Dermots of the 
Book. In the intervening years, however, occur the follow- 
ing family notices : In 1444, Thady, son of Thady Mac Der- 
mott Boe, Abbot of Boecwnmon, died at Bome, whither he had 
accompanied the Bishop of Elphin on a pilgrimage. In 1458, 
Timothy, son of Conor, eon of Hugh Mac Dermot (which Hugh 
was brother of the aforesaid Feml of 1396), was interred in the 
Abbey of Boyle, and at the dose of this century Teigue Dubh 
O'Eetly, of Gallagh, intermarried with Una, daught^ of the Mac 
Dermot ; in consequence of which connexion, wben, in 1504, 
after De Burgo, of ClaDrickard, had invaded O'KeUy, bikI the Lord 
Deputy, espousing the cause of the latter, bad led a strong foroe 
mto Connaught, O'Kelly was powerfully supported by, amongst 
others, O'Conor Boe and Mac Dermot of Moylnrg. In 1548, 
Dermod O' Conor sallied out of his own district at the head of a 
party, accompanied by Mac Dermot, of Moyturg, agunst "the 
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sacril^oiu enemiea of God and mkn," as they stjUd the English 
lettlen ; Oiey plundered all CUnmorrea, took Castle Mac Garret, 
aad Caatle-Coel, hj assault, killed maay, and carried off great 
pre^. TariooB other events, connected witii the old line of Hojr- 
lurg and its toparchs during the sixteenth century, and espe- 
cially their aurrender to, and composition with, Perrot (receded 
in the Rolls' Office, Dnblin), will be found more appropriately in 
the History of the Barony. 

In 158?, the succession being then in the descendants of Gil- 
crist, inquisitions were taken as to the estates of Charles, Ti> 
mothy, and Bryan Mac Dermot, members of that line^ In 1594, 
when the celebrated Bed Hugh O'Donnel passed his Christmas 
in Connaught, appointing and changing its dynssts according to 
his pleasure, he gave the title of Mac Dermot of Mt^lui^ to 
Conor, son of Teigue, son of Owen, fixing him in his patrimor^, 
from which he had been expelled by the English. O'Donnel af- 
terwards entered Utmeter, when he was attended by the Mae 
Dermot, with the following other chiefs of Connaught : O'Ruarc ; 
the two Mac DoD<%hB ; O'Eelly ; O'Couor Roe's two sons ; the 
brother of Donell O'ConorSligo; the two O'Fflaherties; William 
Bourke, brother to Redmond, and Hugh Mostiao. In 1602, 
when the Lord Deputy Mountjoy passed the Christmas at Galway, 
IAk Mac Dermot, styled " of the Curlews," made submission to 
him, as did the OTflaherties of lar- Connaught, the O'Couor 
Roe, and niany others. Bryan Mac Dermot, the elder, was then 
chief of the Rock; his estates were, however, in l603, confis- 
cated, while the following members of the family received the 
royal pardon : Gerald Mac Dermot, Timothy Mac Dermott Boe^ 
Edward Mac Shane Mac Dermott Roe, Grany Mac Dermott Roe 
of Mullaghneirensghty, all in the County Sligo, and Timothy Mac 
Dermot, Rory Mac Dermott Roe, and Owen Mac Dermott Eoe of 
Aughnacarra, all in the County Roscommon. 

In 1604, King James granted to Theobald Dillon, knight, the 
wardship of Brian Oge Mac Dermot, son and heir of the afore- 
said Bryan Mac Dermot of the Rock, by Sarah, daughter of 
O'Conor Sligo, and niece of CDcmnell, Prince of Tyrconuell (the 
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cMeJi; being then in that line of tlte fiunilj), for the conuden- 
tion of A fine of £4, and an annual rent of £3 6m. 6d. sterling, 
the patentee retaining thereout £2, for the muntenance of the 
minor in Trinity College, Dnblio, and Ms " education in the Eng- 
lish language and h&bita," from the 12th to the I8th Tear of 
his age. In 1608, Conor Mao Dermott Roe, the lineal descendant 
of Dennott Ruagh, of 1307, obtained, on hia surrender to the 
Crown of his ancient title, that re-giant of the four quarters of 
Camach, and the two quarters of Kiimactrany, with license to 
hold fiurs and markets at the latter place, as full; mentioned in 
the ensuing History of the Baronj. Various inquisitions were, 
at this time, taktsa, concerning the possesEdons of membersof this 
family, in the Counties of Roscommon, Sligo, Leitnm, and even 
Galway ; amongst these unfortunate sufferers was Cormac Mae 
Owen Mac Dermot, " slain in rebellion," whereupon his estate^ 
viz., in Anagh, 20a.-, Cloniadda, 14a.; Corcot, 6a. of wood; 
Sfaanbally-ban, 11a.; Lossed, half a quarter and 31a.; Coole- 
deagh, 3 cartrons and 25a. ; Dromlebard, one cartron, 8a. ; Car> 
Townagarry, 3 cartrons, 20a. ; Dromomecare, Dromloge, and 
Honngoran, one cartron, being 22a. wood and b(%, with a ruinous 
weir; Enockeneshamiagh and Dromboylen, one quarter, 42a., 
were confiscated, and demised to Captun Soger Atkinson, for a 
term of years, at a total rent of £1 10s., and a fine of £5. Tet, . 
even amidst all these political distractions, and the sufierings of 
the old natives, it b carions to find them turning, as if for con- 
solation, to the charms of their national muHic ; and, at this very 
time, occurred the memorable and spirited contest for the palm 
of poetry and song, between the bards of Leath Con (Connaught 
and Ulster), on the one side, and those of Leath Mogha (Leinster 
and Uunster), on the other. Amongst those distinguished in 
this literary championship were, on the former side, Mac Dermot 
of Moylorg, John O'Clery, Lewb O'Clery, Hugh O'Donncll, 
Boetius Roe Mac Egan, and Anluan Mac ^gan ; and on the latter 
wore, Teigue Mac Daire, Feariasa O'Cainte, Turlogh O'Brien, 
and Art Oge O'Keeffe. 

In 1618, Bryan Oge Mao Dermot of the Rock (the minor of 
VOL. I. L 
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1604), htA, alW his MUdiiing age, » gnat, tpparemtly nugniG- 
cent and extenBiTB, yet oomprisiiig but ft portion of the former 
princely inherituice of the >ept. It restored to him the lands, 
wliicli, by virtue of the then existing tenores, were held in ward- 
ship by the king, daring the minority of Br^n, tiz^ the manor, 
casUe, and town of Carrick-mac-Dermot, i. e. Mac EJermot's Eock ; 
Longfort, Knockbrackin, Criveagh, Carguinewilt, one quarter 
each ; the town, 1and^ and two quarters, of BallykiT^an, Ard- 
kine, Carrowndilly, Carrownacasbel, one quarter each; Lecar- 
rownamolagee, liecarrownaraskeen, Ardcninnagfat, Lowortane, 
Clownekille, Dromcannack, half a quarter each ; the trines of 
Clogher, Tullaghbohane, and Tullaghboy, one quarter and a 
third each ; the town, lands, and two quarters, of Ardlarin ; Orck- 
bronagh, oneqnart«T; Aughrefinnagan, one quarter; the town, 
lands, and two quarters, of Killeed and Portnacarrig ; Knock- 
ecteghan, half a quarter ; Cloonebryen, three quarters and a half; 
Ardess, one quarter ; the trioes of Faus, Ardcurke, Clowneshu- 
ghan, Cormock, one quarter and a third each ; Shaaballysallagh, 
Ardcollagb, Lismore, Corray, Downeene, Taertan, Shireagh, Car- 
rowentnlly, Lisphillip, Scorb^, Carrickmore, Tullaghreyny, 
Grallagh, Erris, Carrownacreere, Finnanagh, Tulkgfaannetawey, 
TaTemegigh, Dirrechoagh, one quarter each; Cornamacklagfa, 
' Lecarrownanalte, half a quarter each; Greanan, one cartron; 
Mayh, one cartron ; Lecarrowbeg, half a cartron ; Altigowlan, 
Seltannaveeny, Qrugnafame, GTaigtisdnungarmen, Glashdrumen, 
one cartron each; Graignaleva, Comt^irghmore, half a cartron 
each; Cerch^igh, Carrowkeilegrannagh, Camlin, one quarter 
each ; Carregower, half a quarter ; the town, lands, and four quar- 
ters, of Bjiockeglass alitu Knocklagh, and Moyhyden-M'Lough- 
lin ; TriDemarly, one quarter and a thiid ; Mull^hmore, Knock- 
^^teene, Tullaghcattoge, one quarter each ; Clowneagh, Lawkill, 
Annagfamacmorogh, Dromenilrie, Drumsallagh, half a quarter 
each; the trine of Erblagh, one quarter and a third; Tnllaldgue, 
half a quarter; Clowneriskiveen, one quarter; Ardleeagh, Car^ 
tronninreagh, Reask, one cartron each ; half Carrowenroddy 
quarter; Kuoneroddan, Legwoy, one quarter each; half of Cor- 
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taboj quarter, being parcel oFdie four qiurterB of Leamgcare; 
Letrim, one qoarter; Curowteele, one quarter; Cloocbegg and 
Aghnecart, one caftron and a half -, Dirrin, a quarter of a car- 
tron; ClownekiUe, one quarter cartron ; Aughwoltagh, and 
Bracklagh, one cartroa; half of Clegernagh qoarter; Carrow- 
enae, one quarter; LisueshangaD, half a quarter; Legetintee, one 
quarter; Corek^ill, one quarter; LissechoiU, half a quarter; 
Kilootmell, half a quarter ; Aghedristan, half a quarter ; half 
Cartowengany quarter; Caabelecorra^ ime oartion; Simony, 
onecartron; Cornemucklagh, twoUurdsof a cartroa; Aug^w~ 
cargeene, one cartron ; Clownteracraugh, half a quarter ; half 
Dntmslianguc^h quarter ; DrtMuadaragh, one cartron ; Coire- 
linny, half a cartron ; Correboy, half a quarter ; Bunnepoll, 
two quarters; all situate in tlie County Boaccmmon: the town, 
lands and quarter _cJ Ardmunnechin, and tiiose of Ardscrire, in 
the Covmtf Sligo, witli certun savingb ther^ reaerred. The 
same Patent included grants to Tarioos other membera of the 
Mac Dermot &mily, of distinct lands, within t3ie Conntiee of 
lioeoomnKHi and Sligo, while thoae granted to sud Biyan Mac 
Dermot, were created the manor of Carrick-mao-Dennot, with 
300a. in dranesne, power to create tenures, to hold oourta leet 
and baron, to hold a Thursday market at Garrick-mac- Dermot, 
and a fair there, on the 29th of June, and the two following days, 
with a court of ^ potutre, and the usual tolls ; all to be held at 
the annual rent of 13i. 4d. 

This Bryan died the chi«f of his se^it, in January, 1636, and 
was buried in the church, founded by his ancestor, at Clonmao- 
noise; he bad married Margaret, dai^hter of Richard Burke of 
Derrymacleghny, l^ whom he left issue male, Turlougb, alia* 
Terence, Charles, his second son, and other issue. Terence, on 
his sncceesirai to the family estates, conveyed away about eight 
quarters thereof, in 1639, to Sir Charles Coote, comprising {inter 
(Ma) Keadiie, Altygowlan, SeltinaTeenagh, &c, and the remain- 
der, on his decease without issue, passed to Charles, who, as be- 
fore stated in the memoir of the O'Mulloy family, had married 
Eleanor, daughter of the " Great O'Mulloy" of Croghan, when, 

l2 
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byTDnrriBge settlement of the 4th September, 1633, s«d Bryan 
being then ftlive, settled Inchatjra, and variouB other lands, 
within the Buony of Boyle, to the naes of that settlement. CbarleB 
had, by this lady, two sons, Hugh and Timothy(a), To the for- 
mer his ftther conveyed, in 1669, the lands of ghmffe, or Coola- 
vin, in the County Sligo, Mid, in May, 1690, a yet larger portion 
of the family estates. This Hugh was afterw&rds a diatingnished 
officer in the army of James the Second, in whose service he was 
taken prisoner, at Aghrim, but on the interference, and by the 
interest of Sir Robert King, he was, " for the humanity and kind* 
nesB evinced by him, towards the Protestant clergy and laity," 
released. He had intermarried with EUsa, daughter of the 
O'Kelly of Aghiim, by whom he had issue, Charles and Terence; 
the latter represented the borough of Boyle, in King James's 
memorable Parliament of Dublin, and was, consequently, at- 
tainted in King William's; whereupon, his interest in such reu- 
due of the family eetates as was his, escheated to the Crown, while 
his brother, Charles, succeeded only to Coolavin,on the death of their 
fatber,Uugh,wfaichoocarredinNoTember,l70?. Before that event, 
Charles, when Viscount Dillon was " Lord Lieutenant" of the 
County Bosooromon, had an official order, as in virtue of King 
James's commission, bounng date the 12th September, 1690, for 
the re-delivery to him of " the castle of Carrick-mao-Dermot, 
and the castle, or strong house of Canbo, and of all other the 
castles and strong-holds upon the «ud Charles's estate and an- 
cient inheritance.'' He married Catherine Dillon, of the House 
of Clonbrock, and by her had issue, Mylea, his eldest son; Te- 
rence, his second son (who, intermarrying with Catherine, daughter 
of John Blake of Wingfield, County Galwsy, had issue by her, 

(a) According to tradition, this Charles Mac Dermot, the last 
chief of the Rock, had also a daughter, Una, the disappointment 
of whose devoted love is the subject of some beautifljl poetry and 
music, yet extant in the district, while her grave, which is pointed 
out beside that of her lover, gives on association of moral inte- 
rest to the picturesque ruin of the Abbey on Trinity Island, 
Lough Ke. 
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8D only child, who became the vife of Edward Phillips of Clou- 
more Uonae, County Ma^o), and Hugh, his third eon, who died 
in India, in the Company's serrice, and unmarried. Myles, th« 
eldest Bon of Charlea, was married to a daughter of Charles 
O'Cooor, the historian, and died at Coolavia in 1793, leaving 
issue, Hugh Mac Dermot, his heir, and several other children. — 
Hi^h married bis cousin, Elizabeth, daughter of Denis O'Conor 
of Bealinagar, and had issue, Charlea, and several other children. 
Charles married Arabella O'Boarke, of the atuuent sept of Bre&y, 
by whom he has a numeions issue; and he now. ranks as the 
lineal representative of the eider line of the Mac Dermot. 

To return to Timothy, the second son of Charles Mac Dermot 
and Eleanor O'Mulloy ; his son and heir was Andrew, who left 
issue, John, his eldest son, and otlier children — (from one of his 
yoanger sons, Owen, descend the Mao Dermots of Cr^ga). — John 
married Mary, daughter of Christopher Irwin, of Oran, first cou- 
sin to the celebrated Bight Honoorable Anthony Malone, and 
fixed his residence at Cootehall, wi^in the Barony of Boyle, in 
1747; he had three sons, Edward, John, and a third, who be- 
came a General in the American war, and settled in that country. 
Edward, the eldest son, married Miss O'Connor of Mouot Plea- 
sant, grand aunt of the present Countess Dowager of Desart, and 
their only son suffered death as an insurgent in the rebellion of 
1798. John, the second son of John, the elder, married Lacy, 
the second daughter of Matthew Phibbs (or Phipps, as the name 
should, perhaps, be more correctly spelt) of Kincreran, in the 
County Sligo, by his wife, Bebecca Wynne, daughter of Major 
Wynne, of the Haalewood fiunUy ; Elizabeth, the elder sister, 
and co-heiress of Lucy, having married the late George Onnsby 
of Belvoir, in the County Shgo. This John Mao Dermot, and 
his wife, died of fever, at the Abbey House of Boyle, in 1811, 
leaving John Wynne Mac Dermot, of Cootehall, their eldest 
son, heir, and surviving issoe; but the extrnvagaiice, and im- 
prudence of his father left him little to inherit ; he was bom 
in 1789 ; embraced, atflrst, a military life; became a Lieutenant 
in the 36tb Regiment, and fought at the memorable engage- 
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VMut of Comima ; be afterwardfl entered the ury ms & volniiteer, 
uid sored kt Algiers. He muried in. 1830, and bftd issue by 
hifl wife, four sons, John Wynne, the eldest; James, Phibba, and 
WiUiam. John Wynne Mao Deimot may, thertSora, be now 
considered the representatire of this, the second line of the 
Mpt(a). 

The next line, that of the Mao Dennott Boe, is, as before su^ 
gested, still represented within the ancient Barotiy of Hoflnrg. 
Conor, the scm of Teigne, who was the son of Owen Blao DetXQoU 
Boe, the last of this branch, before dladed to as the linttl de- 
scendant of Dermott Roagh, of 1307, and who was himself the 
patentee of 1608, had issue, Chartes Dhtt Hoc Dermott, whose 
eldest son, Henry Mac Dennott Roe, of Eilronan, had a Royal 
confirmation of his eatat«e, on « decree of in&ocenoe, of 1667; and 
his rights therein were afterwards espedaUy saved, in a patent of 

1678, to Jeffrey French. He married Mary, daughter of Fits- 

gerald, ofTurlc^h, County Mayo, by whom he had issue: 1. Henry 
(who married a danghttf of Hanus O'Donnell, of the County 
Mayo, and had issue an only daughter, that became the wiie of 
Colonel Robert Maguire, of Tempo, in the County Fermanagh, 
but 1^ no family). 2. John Mac Dermott Boe, styled, "of Kil- 
ronan, and of Cami^h, in the parish of KHronan" (who was a bar- 
rister, but resided chieSy at Annagh, oi^ the banks of Lough 
Meela^ ; he married Julia, daughter of — — Fftench, of Cur* 
gurry, County Galway, and died in April, 1777, when his eldest 
son, Charles, having died in the preceding year without issue, his 
second son, Thomas Mao Dermott Roe, continued the lin^ as men- 
tioned hereafter). 3. Thomas Mac Dermott, Rcnnan Catholic 
Bishop of Ardagh. 4. Matthew Mac Dennott, a physician (who mar- 
ried thedanghter of -^- — Mac Dermott, of BalliuTilla, by whom he 
bad one son, Charles, who went a physician to Januuca, and there 

(a) This portion of the pedigree has been kindly communicated 
by the Mulloy family of Oakport, from traditions and vouchers, 
which their proximity, relationship, and intelligence, gave them 
peculiar facilities for acquiring. 
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died, umaarried). 5. Charles Mac Dermott Bo^ who married 
Eleanor, sister of Charles O'Codot, of Bealinagar, by whom he had 
issue :— -EeTerting to the above-meationed Thomas Mac Der- 
mott Koe: be, on the death of his elder brother, became the heir 
of John of EilrODsn and Camach; rebuilt the nmnBion-house of Al- 
derford, on the family estate ; married, in 1 777, Margaret, daugh- 
ter of CooteMuUoy, of Hughstown; and died in February, 1823, 
aged 79,teaTing by her two sons, Ffrench and Mulloy Mac Dermott ; 
and two daughters, Mai^;aTet and Cecilia, who died unmarried. 
F&ench Mac Dermott Roe married Catherine, daughter of Aruhi- 
bald Fiaser, Esq., and dying in Noyember, 1827, left by her 
Thomas, of Alderford House, his eldest son, the present represen- 
tadve of the " Mac Dermott Boe" line ; William Ffrench, his se- 
cond SOD, now an officer in the 49th Regiment of Foot ; and three 
daughters : of whom Margaret, the eldest, intermarried with the 
Rev. Richard Swift, a descendant of the celebrated Dean SwifL 
Mulloy Mac Dermott, the second son of Thomas, married, in 
1813, Sarah, danghterofWilliam Lloyd, of Bockirille, Esq., and 
dying, in 1835, left by her four daughters, and one son, Thomas, 
who, after being called to the bar, married, in Jimc, 1841, the 
daughter of George Digby, of Drumdafie, County Roscommon, 
and died in the following year, leaving no issue him surviving. 

The History of the Barony, which was the andent inheritance 
of the Mao Dermots, necessarily contains numerous other notices 
associated with this ftmily, but being also of much local interest, 
they are there, as it seemed, more properly, set forth. 



Contiguous to Alderford House, as before sug- 
gested, and on the estate of Mac Dermott Koe, is die 
thriving little town ofBallyfamon, the creation, it 
may be said, of a resident landlord, who only ac- 
quired the inheritance within the last twelve years ; 
and which already contains upwards of 40 houses, 
of which 32 are two stories, and 2 three stories 
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high, with a population of 243 persons. It has a 
weekly market, and eight annud &irs: on 8th Fe- 
bruary, 28th March, 20th May, 8th July, 20th Au- 
gust, 19t}i September, 2l8t October, and 19th De- 
cember; and its several shops are well supplied with 
goods for the vicinity ; it has also a Loan Fund esta- 
blishment; a daily post; carriers, travelling cars, 
and withal, comfortable lodgings for those whom 
business, or recreation, or scientific pursuits, may in- 
vite to this district ; and while, in truth, the botanist 
and geologist will here find much to interest him, the 
sportsman can enjoy every variety, as well of lake 
and river fishing, as of mountain and lowland, 
moor and wood shooting. There is a Methodist 
meeting-houae in the town, and churches and chapels 
at convenient distances on every side. The annexed 
view, taken from a swelling eminence, north of the 
Feorish, exhibits its graceful windings — the bridge, 
the mill, the street, the meeting-house, at right; ^e 
woods of Alderford in the left pircidt ; a portion of 
the high ground of Kilmacroy (the Earl of Zetiand's), 
at right ; and in the centre perspective the hilly 
country about Ballyfermoyle. It but remains to say, 
of this locality, that it promises an increase of im- 
portance, from a new line of public road from Carrick 
to Sligo being contemplated to pass through it; 
while another, of a minor order, but great utility to 
his tenantry, has been constructed at the sole expense 
of Mac Dermott £oe, and is now maintained by 
county presentment This, climbing the hills imme- 



id By Google 



id By Google 









L,i,ti..j, Google 



THE PABISH OF KILBOKAN. 153 

diately eastward of Ballyfarnon, has greatly facili- 
tated the reclaiming of the highlands; enables the 
mountaineers to bring their produce down to the 
market, and the sandstone to the town, while they 
carry back shop goods to their families, and lime for 
the improvement of their farms. The towns-people, 
and neighbours of Bally&rnon, are also brought, 
hereby, in immediate communication with the col- 
lieries. Eeadue is another post-town within the pa- 
rish, but the mails of this district are carried off 
from points of the direct coach-road by post-boys — 
those here, from Carrick, and those of Ballyfemon, 
from Boyle. Keadue contains 37 houses, a plain 
chapel, capable of accommodating a congregation of 
about 500, but much too small for the parishioners ; 
a market-hoiise, a dispensary, a small sessions-house, 
and a police-barrack. The population of this town, 
though it is of old foundation, is less than that of 
Ballyfamon, being, according to the last Census, but 
220 ; its backwardness must be attributed to the 
prolonged absence of its late proprietor, Mr. Tho- 
mas Tenison, but his non-residence was necessitated 
by a visitation of sickness, that ultimately terminated 
his existence, at Florence, in the close of the year 
1843. There were patents for holding eight fairs 
here, but they have not been acted upon of late. 

About midway between these two towns, close to 

the parish chxirch of Kilronan, and extending along 

the shore of Lough Meelagh, is situated the demesne 

. of Captain Edward King Tenison, the only brother 



id By Google 



154 UEUOm OF THE 

and heir of the above-mentioned Mr. T. Tenison. The 
name of the mansion-house, ibrmerly Castle Tenison, 
has been, in deference to the old aseociationfi of the 
place, altered by bim to Eilronan CasUe. It is 
beautifully situated on a swelling knoll, overlooking 
the two lakes, Lough Skean at. north, and Lough 
Meclagh immediately at its foot It is, as shewn by 
the annexed engraving, a spacious edifice, in form 
nearly square, three stories in height, embattled on 
the summit, and topped at each angle by a round 
minaret. Subterranean passages, as at Rockingham, 
remove the menials, and household operations, Irom 
xmdesirable intrusion. The hall and staircase are 
very handsome, and the rooms spacioiis. In the par- 
lour is preserved a very beautiful cabinet, embel- 
lished with scriptural paintings, and many other cu- 
riositiesand ornaments, of continental acquisition, are 
arranged through the place. Near the church is the 
grand entrance to the demesne, having a curious 
gateway, porch, gate-house, and grotto, of the rubble- 
stone before alluded to. 

A MBMOm OF THE FAUILT OF " TENISOH," OB 
" TENNYSON." 
The funJly, thus found located in the district of the present 
inqairy, derives its origiB irom England, where, at % very remote 
period, it is trace&ble in the records and histoiy of the countiy. 
So early as in the reign of Edward the First it was represented, 
in Oxfordshire, in the persons of Henry, John, and Williiuu 
" Tuneseude," mentioned in the Uondred Soils of th&t time. Pass- 
ing thence eastward, the name was subsequently established in 
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Cambridgeabire and Norfolk. About the commencemeat of the 
eerenteenth centniy waa born in the Isle of Ely, Philip Tenison, 
who became an alttmmu of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 
Archdeacon of Norwich, in 1642; he died in 1660. A contem- 
porary of hia, the Rererend John Tenison, having been edu- 
cated at Norwich school, and afterwarda at Cambridge, was, in 
1642, appointed Rector of Honderley and Toporoft, in Norfolk; 
he married Mary, daughter of Thomas Dawson, Lord of die Ma- 
nor of Cottenham, in Cninbridgeahire, by whom he had issue, 
Doctor Thomas Tenison, bom in 1636, educated at Cambrit^e^ 
where he became a Fellow in 1657, and was, at the time of the 
Restoration, Rector of East Carleton, in Norfolk. In 1665, be 
was one of the Unirersity preachers, and curate of Great St. 
Andrew's, Cambridge, where, during the plagae of that time, 
he -was so kind, charitable, and attentiTe to the inhabitants, that 
a valnable service of plate was presented to him, a portion of 
which was,intheye&r 1610, in the possession of tbe widow of the 
late Rev, Joseph Tenison, hereafter mentioned. In 1667, be 
was presented to the rectory of Hollywell and Nedington, in Hun- 
tingdonshire, by the Earl of Manchester, to whose son he iraa 
tutor while in College. About this latter period he married Misa 
Loye, danghtei of the Rev. Dr. Richard Love, Master of Bennett 
Collie, Cambridge. In 1674, he was chosen minister of the pa- 
rish of Blanscroft, in Norwich, and, in 1680, was presented by 
Charles the Second to the vicarages of St. Martin's in the IHelds. 
He was consecrated Bishop of Lincoln in January, 1691, and had 
BA«rwards an offer of the Archbishopric of Dublin, from Hie Ma- 
jesty, but declined its acceptance, whereupon he was elevated to 
the Primacy of Canterbury. While he filled this exalted station, 
he buUt and endowed a public library, and parochial schools, at 
Croydon ; he also considerably augmented the library at Lambetb 
palace with valuable books and MSS., and erected an Episcopal cha- 
pel in that part of London where Regentrstreet, and other modem 
streets, have been opened ; this edifice still stands, opposite New 
Burlington-street, and over its entrance is imprinted in large gilt 
letters, " arobbibuof tenibon's crapel." He adminietered the 
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lut Bscnment to King Williuo, in 1702. u he bad previoiuly to 
Queen Ifary, and, dying on the 14th of December, 1715, in the 
79th year of his age, was interred, with his wife, at Lambedi. 
Haring no issue, he bequeathed by viU (dat«d 11 th day of April, 
1715), tbe greatest poitioD of bis exteoBiTe prc^ierty to various 
schools, hospitals, and other charitable iostitutioiia ; to societies 
for the propagation of the Gospel, and also to augment small 
livings; a fair proportion was, however, appropriatfid for his own 
relates, snd amongst them, more espeeislly for his nqthew, the 
Rev. Edward Tenison, the son of a clergyman who at first held 
the office of S^;ister, but became afterwards Archdeacon of Nor- 
wich. He had taken the dc^^ree of A. B. at Cambridge, in 1694; 
was ordained deacon and priest by Bishi^ Spntt, in 1697. and, 
after sundry successive ecclesiastical preferments, was, in 1708, 
installed to a canoniy in Canterbury, and in the same year ap- 
pointed Archdeacon of Caermarthen ; he was subsequently selected 
as domestic chaplain to his Boyal H^hness the Prince of Wales, 
at)«rwsrds George the Second, and so continued until the prince 
came to the throne. In 1726 he presented to the Cathedral of 
Canterbury a brass sconce {that at the east) of 24 lights, having 
on it the arms of Tenison, with an inscription recording it as his 
ffft He had married Anne Searle, of a respectable family in 
Cambridgeshire, and by her had one son, Thomas, and five daugh- 
ters, to esch of whom his Grace gave £1600. Dr. Edward's un- 
de, who had been agent to the Archbishop, likewise left him at 
his death £12,000, all of which sums, his children's as well as his 
own, he embarked and lost, in the ruinous South Sea scheme. In 
1730, he resigned his ecclesiastical preferments, on the appoint- 
ment of his eon (said Thomas) to the benefice of Chiddington, 
with the Archdeaconry of Caermarthen, heretofore held by Doctor 
Edward, who thereupon passed over as first chaplain to the Duke 
of Dorset, on his appointment to the Lord Lieutenancy of Ire- 
land. On that patron's recommendatdon he was promoted to the 
■eeofOssory, in 1731; where he died, in 1736, in the 62nd year 
of bis age, of pleurisy, not permitting his medical attendant to 
bleed him. All his datighters died unmarried, with the exertion 
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of one. The Bishop was interred in St Mary's Church, Dublin, on 
the south side, irhere there is a plain monun^tal slab erected to 
his memory by his wife, Anne, who Burvived Mm many years. He 
lefl;, by codicil to his will, £40 a year to Michael Sterenaon, a de^ 
con, to catechise the children of Koman Catholics, in the wild and 
mouDtainoas dktricts of Eilkeasy, ia the County Kilkenny, where 
he obliged him to reside, under penalty of forfeiting the pension. 
He also bequeathed, to the Incorporated Society for promoting 
English Protestant Schools, £20 ; to erery clergyman in his diocese 
a copy of Chillingworth's " Beligion of Protestants" ; to the poor 
of each of thecitiee of Canterbury and Eilkenity, and each of the 
panshes ofSuodrich and Chiddington, in Kent, £20; for building 
small oratories within the ruined walla of the churches of Aghama- 
cart, RoBsconnel, Kildermi^le, Kilbeacon, Listerling, and Kil- 
keasy, £10 to each parish; he also bequeathed £40 per annum 
to Bennett Collie, Cambridge, with the object of endowing a 
lecturer on husbandry, but clogged with such prorisionB, that 
the University renounced the legacy. He is characterized as 
having been, in private life, a benevolent, hospitable, and pious 
prelate, while in public he was a staunch Eupport«r of the admt- 
ministration of the day — a protector and promoter of learning, 
and most zealous in extending the religion he professed. — His 
only son, Thomas, before-mentioned, was born in Kent, in 1700, 
educated at Seven-Oak and Croydon, and afterwards admitted, in 
1711, to Bennett College, Cambridge, but, being then under the 
prescribed age, his admission was superseded, when, returning to 
Sev«n-Oak, he there received some correction, on provocation of 
which he absconded to Bristol, and sailed on board a slave-ship 
to Gainea ; there he was for a short time engaged as snperin- 
tendant of African n^oes, but, disgusted with the revolting 
scenes with which that situation would have familiarized him, he 
returned to his native country, working bis homeward passage 
like a common sailor; he was kindly received back by his rela- 
tives and friends, and, returning to Cambridge, graduated there 
in 1721. On his taking orders soon after, his father resigned 
to him the Archdeaconry of Caermartbeo, with several livings in 
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Kent sod Wales. In 1734, he vaa >{^Dtad Clumc«llor t^ tbe 
Diocese of Oxford ; tn 1 739, • prebesdaiy of Cuiterbuiy, Mid wm 
offered an Iriafa biahopric, bat declined it, not wiahii^ to reaide 
ont of England. He died in 1743, and waa interred in tiie cathe- 
dral of Ganterbniy. Hie first vife wu the eldest danghter <^ 
the Right Rev. Dr. Potter (then Bishop of Ozibrd, and aftemrde 
Archbishop of Canterlmrjr), who died in childbirth, and was bu- 
ried at St. Margaret's, Wesbninater, where a monoment was 
erected to her memoiy. On her death, the Archdeacon, La 1738, 
married to his second wife, Miaa Smith, of Nottin^am, a lady a£ 
considerable fortune, and by this lady left one sou and a daog^ter. 
Thus far the Biegraphia Brittaniea supplies Ae evideocee of this 
pedigree. According to the tradition of the Irish line, hereafter 
mentioned, and commonieationB contributed by them, hia said 
son was called, after him, Thomas, and inherited a very ample es- 
tate; He, at an early age, adopted the military profession, ea a 
comet; but subsequently, deroting himself to study, entered liie 
tJniTersity, where he enjoyed the repntatioii of as aooompliahed 
scholar. About 1762 he came to Ireland, porchased property, 
and settled at Eilhensy, the locality for whose religious instmc- 
tioQ Bishop Kdwaid Tenison had appropriated such an ample en- 
dowment; here he applied himself for some few years to reclaim- 
ing that then wild and barren district, on which object be ex- 
pended considerable sums of money. In 1770 he waa called to 
the bar, but he soon seceded from its doll and monotonous pur- 
suite; and, after mahing a then rare torn of Europe, be finally 
devoted the remainder of his life to the benevolent and useful oc- 
cupations of a resident country gentleman. He married his se- 
cond cousin, Elizabeth, daughter of William Hayden, Esq., of 
Croan, by the eldest daughter of the Eev. Charles Alley, rector 
of Gowran and Castlecomer, and graoddaughter of the Uoet 
Reverend Doctor Alley, Archbishop of York, a divine, distin- 
guished during the controversy of the Non-Jurors ia William tbe 
Third's reign. At his demise, in 1788, he left, by this marriage, 
three daughters and two sons. The ddest of these, Thomas, re- 
sided daring his life at Roch-Hall, one of several residences erected 
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by his father, uid, marrying Misa Blackmore, had issae by her, 
two Bons and five danghters ; while the other son, Joaej^ a per- 
son of refined taste and cultivated taleata, entered into the Church, 
and waa also a magistrate of the County of Wicklow, where be re- 
sided belored and respected by all creeds and classes. He married 
Mary, daughter of the Bev. Martin Ladus O'Brien, D. D., who 
claimed descent Irom a dynast of the ancient sept whose name he 
bore. The issue of this marriage was seren daughters and one 
•on, Thomas-Joseph, a barrister and a magistrate of the County 
Armagh. In 1831, he married Margaret, daughter of the late 
Alexander Cross, of PortnelligaD, Conn^ of Armagh, Esq., by 
whom he has issue. In reference to thb line, from the Archbishop, 
sochumed as in existing succession, itmay beadded, that a Bible, 
once the property of that prelate, is now in the poesession of the 
Kererend Thomas Tenison Cuffe, minister of Carlisle Episcopal 
Chapel, London, and a fine portrait of his Grace is hung in Elsing 
Spital, London ; while another, with portraits of the Bbove-men- 
tioned Bishop of Ossory, and of his son, the Archdeaoon of Caer- 
marthen, are in the possession of Joseph Hayden, Esq., of Pros- 
pect, County Waterford, a connexion of the family. 

The stock, fVom which his Grace of Canterbury descended, was 
destined to give another prelate to the Bench of Bish<^ of Ire- 
land, and to continue in that country, through another diannel 
of succession, the line of the Tenisons; for, acoording to well' 
accredited family traditions, Richard Tenison, afterwards Bishop, 
was a cousin of the Primate. He was bom about the year 1 640, at 
Carrickfergus, where he received the rudiments of his education, 
which was finished at St Bees, in Cumberland, whence, in 1659, 
be entered Trinity College, Dublin, in the usual time graduated 
in Arts and Divinity, and at length became ita Yioe-Chancellor. 
Long, however, before that happened, he took the charge of tite 
diocesan school of Trim, and aflerwards, taking priest's orders, 
was, in 1669, appointed rector and vicar of Laracor, and of 
Agher-Pallice, and was, in 16TS, promoted to the Deanery of 
Clogher, with various other ecclesiastical benefices, most of 
which he obtained through the interest of the Earl of Essex, 
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Lord Lieutenuit of Ireland, whose cbaplun he was. In 1681, he 
was promoted to the sees of 1f'll»tl» and Achonrj ; but, during 
the eosnlng dvil war of 1688 he was compelled to fly to England, 
where he was chosen minister of SL Helen's, and so much ao> 
quired the esteem of its parishioners, that, on his departure to 
return to Ireland, they presented him with a handsome serrioe 
of plate, which remained in the family, and was the subject of a 
speciaJ bequest in the will of his her^nafter-mentioned grandson, 
Thomas Tenison, the Judge. In 1690, he was translated to the 
Bishopric of Oogher, where he repaired and beautified the Epis- 
copal palace, andmadeother improTements, until, in Jane, 1697, 
he was txansUted to Meath, eatbnmod in the church of Trim, and 
sworn of the Privy CottnciL He died in August, 1705, leaving 
bequests for the poor of the paiishes of Ardbrsckan, Lisoutan, 
Trim, Nanm, and Kdls ; he lUso devised £200 to the Lord Pri- 
mate of Ireland, as the foundation of a fund for the purchase of 
lands, to maintain the widows and orphans of clergymen, and with 
a hope that the bishops of Ireland would contribute thereto^ His 
biographers describe him as having been a prelate of unfeigned 
piety and learning, of unblemished life, and distinguished for his 
hospitalities and charity. He left a nnmerous family of sons and 
daughters. Of these 

1, Heniy, his eldest son, was, in 1695, elected one of the repre- 
sentatives ibr the County of Monsghan, and, in 1703, one of those 
for Louth; which trust he continued to discharge for severa] 
years. On the death of hb father he became his sole esecutor, 
as he was his residuary l^atee, about which time he was ap- 
pointed one of the Commissioners of His Majesty's revenue, and, 
in 1707, purchased the estate of Dilloostown, in the barony of 
Ardee. He married Miss Moore, of the noble house of Drogheda, 
and had issue by her, Thomas Tenison, hb son and h^r, called to 
the Bar in 1731, and subsequently elevated to the Bench, as one 
of the Justices of the Common Fleas. He had married Dorothea 
Upton, daughter of Thomas Upton, M P., and Recorder of Deny 
and of the Templetown line of ancestry; by whom he had an only 
son, Bichard, who died in 1759, an event which the Judge ont- 
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lived for twenty years. A daughter of the above Richard mar- 
ried Henry, the son of Alan, and ancestor of the present Sir Alan 
Bellingham, carrying with her, to that family, a considerable por- 
tion of the Judge's estates, which he specially bequeathed to 
her. 

2. Bichard, thesecond sou oftheBishopofMeath, represented 
Dunleer in the Parliament of ]715, and subsequently ; at which 
time he also exercised the right of patronage to its union. He 
was likewise seised of considerable estates in the Counties of Lei- 
tiim and Roscommon, amongst which were the lands alluded to 
as in the Barony of Boyle ; he died in 1 726, leaving, by hiB wife, 
Margaret, one son, William Tenison, and two daughters, Eliza- 
beth and Margaret, who died unmarried, the survivor in 1743. 
This William, the son of Kichord, was, in the alarm period of 
1746, Lieutenant-Colonel of the 35th Regiment of Foot, raised in 
Ireland to oppooe the expected invasion in support of the Pre- 
tender, He married Henrietta, one of the co-heiresses of Eobert 
Percy, of the City of Dublin, and left issue by her, William Bai^ 
ton TenisoQ, bo styled irom the Barton property, in the County 
Loudi, which he inherited ; he resided at Carrickmacross, and, in 
1765, intermarried with Charity Noble, by whom he had issue, 
Captun William Barton Tenison, of Lough Bawn, County Ikfo- 
naghan, who died in 1840, leaving a son and three daughters. 
It must not be foT^ott«n, that the widow of the above Bichard 
Tenison, soon after his death, viz., in 1728, married Doctor De- 
lany, the friend of Swift, who is supposed to have printed, at their 
residence, Delville House, in Glasnevin, the first impression of 
his " Lc^on Club," and to have been aided, in many of his pro- 
ductions, by the talent and wit of this lady. In the garden of 
that very interesting place, where the wits of the day used to as- 
semble, is a temple, embellished with a fresco punting of St Paul, 
and a medallion of Stella, by this Mrs. Delany, while, on the op- 
posite &ce of the aide wall of that little edifice, where the Doctor 
and his lady passed their happiest hours, is a mural slab, within 
the parish churchyard, commemomtive of thdr deaths. Pous- 
TOL. L M 
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■in*! celebrated picture, mnd the touching epit^th " I too was in 
Arcadia," could not be more powerfully illuatrated than here(a). 
3- Tbomaa Tenison was the third «»i of the Biahop, whose line 
■hall be noticed hereafter. 

4. William Tenieon was a fonrth son, and he left a son, another 
Bichard, who is mentioaed in the will of the Jndge^ as hia first 
cousin, and a limitation of certain estates in remainder, to him 
and his issue male, was therebj created. 

5. Norbury Tenison, bom in 1691, while his father was in 
exile at St. Helen's, incurred the displeasure of his family by hia 
improrident and reckless habita. — Of the daughters of Doctor 
Richard Tenison, U&ry married Henry Coddington, ancutor of 
the Coddingtons of Oldbridge, to vhom came, through her, the 
Danleer property. 

To return to Thomas, the third son of the Bishop, common^ 
called Captain Thomas. He succeeded, under the will of his 
brother Richard, to the Leitrim and Eosoommon estates, before 
alluded to, and died about 1763, leaving by bis wife, Alice (who 
died in 1775) an only son, Thomas Tenison, the younger, and two 
daughters, Mary Jane, married, in 1759, to tiie Honourable and 
Reverend Kichard Roper, son of Lord Teynham, and Anne, mar- 
ried, in 1750, to James Edwards, of Oldconrt. Thomas Tenison, 
the younger, intermarried, in 1758, with Maiy Anne Degennia, 
daughter of John Daniel Degennia, Esq., of Portarlington, at which 
place he continued to reside for some years, afterwardsat Sosefield, 
County Monaghan, and lastly at Colville, on his Roscommon es- 
tate. The isane ofhismarriagewasoneson.Thomasiandadaugh- 
ter, Frances, the latt^ died unmarried. Thomas was elected rqtre- 
sentative ofthe Borough of Boyle, in the Parliament of 1792, and 
was afterwards promoted to the rank of Lieutenants Colonel of the 
Roaoommon Militia. In 1803 heintermarried, as before mentioned 
in the Memoir of the King family, with Lady Frances King, the 
youngest daughter of the first Earl of Kingston, by whom he had 
two sous, Thomas, who died, as before mentioned, at Florence, in 

(a) See " D'Alton's History of the County Dublin," p. 344, fkc. 
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1843, amnarried, and Edward Ejog Tenison, a capbua in the 
I3th Dragoons, and a Deputy Lieutenant of the County Leitrim, 
who has intermarried with Lady Louisa Aneon, the daughter of 
the Earl of Lichfield, and by her has issue. Colonel Thomas, ou 
the decease of Lady Frances, married Mary Anne Coore, daughter 
of Colonel Coore, of ScnUon Hall and Hauxwell, in Yorkshire, by 
whom he had ieene, one dai^hter, Thomasine Sophia, married to 
Robert Saonderson, of Dmmkeen and Ravenswood, County Ca- 
T&n. The Utter portion of this pedigree, so far as rt^^ds the 
descent from Dr. Richard Tenison, is proveable by the wills of 
his son and namesake, Richard, dated 30tb October, 1725, and by 
the will and codicil of his grandson the Judge, dated respectively 
in 1772 and 1776, both of record in the Prer<^ative Court of 
Ireland. 



Greyfield, not far distant from Eilronan Cattle, is 
anotlier locality associated mth the memory of Car 
rolan. Here it was that Henry Mac Dermott Eoe, 
the eldest son of the Bard's great patroness, often 
received him; and here, as related by Mr. Hardiman, 
in the Irish Minstrelsy, " whenever he wished to re- 
tire from the noise and bustle of company, he direct- 
ed his attendant to provide him with a pipe and a 
chair, and to lead him to the garden, where he used 
to remain, absorbed in thought, or modulating some 
of these fevourite pieces which have ever since been 
the delight of his countrymen. Greyfield House," 
adds the same author, " is now occupied by Hugh 
O'Donnell, Esq., the elder representative of the an- 
cient chiefs of one of the most iUiwtrious tribes of Ire- 
land, and the eldest male descendant, in a direct line, 
from Eory, Earl of Tyrconnel, brother of the cele- 
m2 
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brated Bed Hugh, who, by the talents he displayed, 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, proved himself one 
of the moat illuatrious heroes that Irelwid ever 
produced." 

From the village of Loughend, so called, as being 
at the head of Lough Meelagh, between Eilrooan 
Castle and Keadue, a wild mountain road crosses to 
the Iron Works, in the valley of the Arigna, whence it 
passes over that river toDrumkeeran. Another road, 
however, leads firam Keadue, by this locality of Grey- 
field, into the heart of those coal and iron mountains 
before described. On these, as on others of the same 
elevation, although not a tree is at present to be 
seen, yet is it evident that woods have been hereto- 
fore' extensive, and their timber of considerable size. 
The Iron Works, attained by this road, stand on the 
townland of Derreenavoghy, and, as shewn in the 
annexed plate, close to the Arigna river. They 
comprise all necessary furnaces, casting-houses, boil- 
ers, steam-en^nes, forges, &c., for the establishment, 
a great portion of which was erected within the last 
thirteen years; yet the operations have been, as be- 
fore-mentioned, par^yzed, and, althoiigh the artist 
has, in the engraving, represented the works as in 
full play; the ^pearance is rather what might be 
hoped for, than what exists ; the vaUey is silent, and 
the furnaces give no smoke — even the bridge in front 
of the works, one arch of which was swept away 
by the violence of a winter flood, has never since 
been repaired, although it was the immediate line of 
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communication through the parish. A better road 
now opens the intercourse with Lough Allen and 
Leitrim, at a point nearer to Lough Allen. It crosses 
the Arigna by the bold span of a single arch, and, 
fiom ita course, opens various beautiful views of 
that lake, the town of Drumshambo, and the mo\m- 
lins of Shee More, Shee Beg, and SUeve-an-Lran. 
horn these works -also extends a railway of three 
EngUsh miles, to the coUieiy of Aughabehy, which 
gave the chief supply of fuel, wbile the iron manu- 
facture continued. This picturesque line, passing by 
a neat little chapel, which the Arigna Mining Com- 
pany erected here, runs parallel to the course of 
the river, tbe banks of which are beautifully in- 
tersected with ravines, waving with wild vegetation ; 
where these descend into the river, various holes 
appear, opened into the hills for the purpose of ob- 
taining the iron-stone, the great quantity of which, 
yielding about 35 per cent., is worked up and drifted 
down by the torrent of the river, while the rills and 
ditches are deeply coloured with ore and sulphur. 
This rail-road, near its close, is flanked with a range 
of coking furnaces, and terminates at the mouth of a 
cavern, through which, from the bowels of the hill, 
at a great elevation, the loads of coal were heretofore 
rolled out by a long level tunnel, and passed down 
to be discharged into the furnace, where the iron 
was smelted. From the he^hts above these coal- 
pits a fine expanse of wild scenery is displayed: 
those of Graig-na-clogh, finely bounded, and Alty- 
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gowlan, beautifully intersected with deep ravines at 
eaflt; and beyond them Lough Allen, Slieve-an- 
Iran, and the Donegal hills: while the westward 
view, from a position nearer Alderford, on the road 
before spoken of as constructed up the hills by 
Mac Dermott Roe, presents, in one magnificent pa- 
norama, the Shannon, Eilronan Castle, Oakport, and 
]Etockingham, with their respective lakes ; the town 
of Boyle, in the midst of woods — the Curlew moun- 
tains — HoUybrook and Lough Arrow — Keeshcorron, 
Ballymote, Knocknaree, and the Leyney mountiuns. 
On the above townland of Graignaclogh is a fine 
specimen of the cromlech ; and there are, within the 
parish, forts at Lisevin, Shannanoan, Greagh, Sra- 
bragan, Mullaun, Glasdnumnin, Knockadryan, Up- 
per Bover, Kilgarvey, and three on Eeadue. 
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THE BARONY OF BOYLE. 



When inquiiy is directed to the remoter eras of a 
Nation's vicissitudes, the steps of History, like those 
of the Patriarch's ladder, with all the interesting ob- 
jects that once moved over them, must necessarily 
fade away in a visionary or febulous medinm ; yet, 
whUe Ireland may justly take pride in exhibiting, 
even at this day, the most tmcient annalists in any 
northern language, it is matter of especial and satis- 
factory observation, that the brief and simple style 
of recording individuals and events, pursued in these 
chronicles of the olden time, affords the strongest 
proof of their authenticity. If they were the mere 
inventions of a poetic ima^nation, they would be 
characterized by its deceptive embellishments, and 
could never present the consistent xmiformity, in 
detail and succession of events, that distinguish our 
Irish Annals, as the reader of this volume may here- 
after ascertain, in the perusal of those of Boyle. 
In reference to the scope of country limited for 
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the present history, the early traditlonfl which the 
Four Masters, and other aonalista, have adopted, 
record the bursting out of Lough Tetchet (now 
called Lough Gara), in the year of the world, 
2532. In A.M. 2850, it is stated, on the same au- 
thority, that NemediuB came out of Greece into Ire- 
land, with a fleet of men, women, and children, and 
that, in his earliest expeditions, widi the object of 
exploring this then uninhabited, and thickly-wooded 
country, he discovered the plain of Moylurg, the 
earliest name of the Barony of Boyle, and, so much 
was he pleased with the situation, that he thereon 
constructed a noble fort, or rath, aspecimen of forti- 
fied habitation, which was most extensively adopted 
by his adherents, as the prevEilence of these structures 
throughout the Barony evinces. 

Eaths, it may be here remarked, are to be distdn- 
guished firom the moats, or funeral mounts, which are 
also 80 thickly dispersed throughout L-eland. "The 
latter are smaller and more precipitate, and, conse- 
quently, wear the appearance of greater height; but 
they are all artificial, while the former are a work of 
art, grafted as it were on nature, exercised in com- 
manding situations ; cut out of the hill, not raised 
from the plain ; and in fosses, ramparts, and entrench- 
ments, even still presenting the simiHtude of ' grim- 
vjsaged war.' On these raths, at the era of their 
origin, the habitations of the chiefe of the district 
and their femilies, were constantly placed, consisting 
in general of small buildings, constructed of earth and 
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hurdles"(o), and in manycases, as it maybe supposed, 
further strengthened with paliaadea. This part of 
the country was, like most others of Ireland in those 
times, forested with timber, and prudence, as well as 
convenience, suggested such useful appUcation cnf 
that material The dimensions of tiiese earth-woria 
are various, but their forms almost always round or 
9val; and some have caves of considerable extent 
hollowed within them. Agricultural improvementhas, 
however, altered their face, and, in many instances, 
mixed them with the soil of the surrounding land. 
Yet are these field-fortifications evidences, stamped 
upon the broad face of nature, of almost as much 
architectural civilization as the Romans in subse- 
quent centuries, even in the Augustan age, left to 
survive their government in Britain ; and certainly 
it could not be expected, &om the materials and 
structure of the upper works, that, after a lapse of 
2000 years, a trace of them could be now any where 
discoverable. How few are the vestiges of those 
cage-beamed houses that, but two centuries since, 
were the pride and admiration of the day? Where 
could the finest streets of the mightiest metropolis 
be traced in some years, if any chilling influence 
averted what, in Irish parlance, may be termed their 
perpetual renewal? Would not they, too, be as deso- 
lated, as if they never had a foundation but in the 
fancy of bards, and the credidity of enthusiasts ? 

(a) D' Alton's HiBtory of the Coun^ Dublin, p. 105. 
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In A. M. S266, the Firbolgs, i. e. the Belgte, are re- 
corded as having landed in Ireland, whereupon the 
Nemedian colony, being then but a scanty popula- 
tion, the new comers acquired sway over the coun- 
try, which they held until A. M. 3303, at which time 
Eochaid, the son of Ere, their King, had reigned ten 
years. He was accounted the best king of this sept, 
for, say the aniudists, "in his time he annihilated all 
the wrongs and bad customs used in the time of his 
predecessor, and established sure, known laws, un- 
to which he caused his subjects to conform them- 
selves; and God blessed him so, that, during his 
reign, they had continual fau* and seasonable wea- 
ther, free from storms imd tempests, by reason 
whereof all things, to the very briars, were exceed- 
ingly fruitful, Bo that his subjects swam in plenty." 
But in this, the tenth year of his reign, the Tuath de 
Danans (ie. the Damnonii, from the south-western 
parts of England), invaded Ireland, carried war 
through the country, and idtimately engaged Eochaid 
at Moy-Turey, between Boyle and Lough Arrow, 
where, after a long fight, Eochaid was overthrown, 
with all his army, and the fourth colony of Ireland 
there established. The scene of this engagement is 
described, by the native historians, as a place sur- 
rounded with high hiUs, great rocks, and narrow 
defiles. 

About A. M. 3500, the fifth, and most celebrated 
colonization, called the Milesian, occurred; subse- 
quent to which Kath Croghan, not far from Boyle, 
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became a royal seat of their dynasty, and in twenty- 
nine yeaxB afterwards, a notice ia preserved of the 
re-edification of the fort at Moylurg. In the long 
line of eovereigne, which these triumphant invaders 
established over Ireland, Tigemmas is classified as 
tlie seventh in succession, in the second year of 
whose reign, A. H. S581, nine lakes are recorded to 
have sprung out of the earth; one of tbese was Loiigli 
AUen, another Lough Ke, which latter is expressly 
stated to have overwhelmed, by its inundation, a 
plain theretofore called Magh Sulchair. Nor should 
these notices detract &om the credibility of the Irish 
annalists; those of other countries record similar 
changes: the most eminent geographers, Varenius, 
Clavier, Boetius, &c., relate such; Emd surely, in the 
very province, with which this history is ■connected, 
turloughs, that are sheepwalka in summer, and lakes 
in winter, are of frequent occurrence. Li A. M. 3727, 
the pl^ of Moylui^ was wholly cleared of wood, 
and in 3790, Lough Skean sprang up within its 
limits. InA. M. 4981(a), a battle was fought at 
Magh-Ai, a district within this coimty, extending 
from Castlerea to Glon&ee, and &om the town of 
Roscommon to Mantua, within which was subse- 
quently composed the " Tean Bo Cuailgne," or nar- 
rative of that Cualgnian war, which was so destruc- 
tively waged, about fifty years before the Christian 
era, between the people of Connaught and Ulster ; 
(a copy of this work is preserved at Stowe). 

(n) Of tlie chronolc^ of the Irish annalists, wepoii. 
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Emerging from this obscure period of liistorj, the 
first notice of importance available, is suggested l^ 
the map on which Ptolemy, at the close of the first 
century, delineated, with singular fideUty, the mari- 
time parts, tribes, and rivers, of Ireland; but, as his 
knowledge was avowedly gleaned from merchants 
frequenting its harbours, his assertions respecting 
tiie interior are less to be depended upon ; he does, 
however, seem to surest that a tribe, whom he calls 
the Auterii, were settled hereabout, though this ap- 
pellation is by others referred to the inhabitants of 
the western coasts of the Counties of Galway and 
Mayo. The section of the present County of Ros- 
common, extending from Lough Ke to Briole {in 
the now called Barony of Athlone), was, about the 
same time, possessed by a race of people, whom the 
Book of Lecan caUs the Cruithnectch, i. e. "painted 
men" (as it would seem, a tribe of Picts), while ano- 
ther tribe, called the Cregrai, dwelt from Lough 
GJara to the Barnes. In A. D. 236, another battle 
was fought at Magh-Ai, in which Aodh (Hugh), 
King of Connaught, waa defeated. 

The next notice is connected with the mission of 
St Patrick, and the earliest introduction of Chris- 
tianity into Ireland. The Apostle, as his biographers 
relate, having achieved the dispersion of a Pagan 
host, who had assembled at Magh Sleiight, in the 
present County of Leitrim, for the celebration of 
heathen rites, resolved to visit die region of Moylurg, 
and, in his progress liirough it, crossed tie Boyle 
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river " below the place where it issues from Lough 
Techet (Lough Gara),and near the cataract ofEas- 
mac-neirc. Upon this occasion, which is referred to 
A. D. 435, he is stated to have prophesied the esta- 
blishment of a monastery there by Columba, and 
(according to St. Evinus) to have blessed, for its use, 
ihe head and upper portion of the stream with an 
abundance offish. Afterwards he pxirsued his holy 
mission to the royal residence of Rath-Croghan. Ard- 
came was at this time, or soon afterwards, constituted 
a rural bishopric, and the death of St. fieoad. Bishop 
of Ardcame, in 523, is especially commemorated by 
the Four Masters. About the year 534, Tuathal, 
Bumamed Maolgarbh, King of Ireland, and great 
grandson of Niall of the Nine Hostages, fought a 
battle on Lough Arrow, as ■ it woidd appear, with 
those sons of Ere, from whom the said cataract of 
Eai-mac-n-Erc took its name. Adamnan, in his 
" Life of Columba," furnishes, at the year 560, a 
very interesting notice connected with this district. 
" St Columba was sitting on a certain day," says the 
holy bic^rapher, " surrounded l^ his brethren, on 
the banks of Lough Ee, and near the place where 
the liver of Boyle flows into that lake, when a cer- 
tain Lish poet, who was at the moment oppressed 
with melancholy, came to where they sat, and, after 
a short conversation with them, departed. 'Why,' 
inquired the companions of Columba, of their mas- 
ter, as the bard waa receding, 'why did you not en- 
treat him to sing, according to the sweet modula- 
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tionsofhisart.' 'Ah,' replied the saint, wherefore do 
you utter these unthinkiDg words; how could I seek 
a song of joy from one plunged in such heaviness of 
sorrow?"' The incident is somewhat akin to the mag- 
nificent thought of the Psalmist: 

" How BhJl we tune our Toice to Bing, 

Of touch our haipe with skilful hnnda ; 
SluJl hjnuis of joy to God our Eiug 
Be sung hj eUves, on foreigu lands?" 

This narrative would suggest that there existed m 
Ireland, in the days of St Colmnba, a class of men 
whose profession it was to sing poems, according to 
an ancient art peculiar to that country; and, as Dr. 
O'Conor justly observes, as the most ancient Irish 
poems are in rhyme, which appear to have been ori- 
ginally adapted to the music of the harp, or the 
voice of the bard, that art could not have been de- 
rived &om the Greeks or Komana, to whom rhyming 
was unknown. The scene of this occurrence was con- 
secrated by Columba soon afterwards erecting " a 
noble monastery" there, being evidently where the 
ruins on Drum still mark holy ground, and near the 
fall of water whence it took the name of Eas-mac- 
neirc. Over this reUgious house, whose establish- 
ment confirmed the prophecy of St Patrick, Colimi- 
ha placed his disciple St. Mochanna, and betook 
himself to Britiun. In some years afterwards an 
abbey was also founded on Church island, in Lough 
Ee, sometimes called Inchmacnerin. In 748, Fur- 
sey died, Abbot of the monastery of Eas-mac- 
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neirc(a); and, in 795, while ^dan, son of Neill 
Frassach, was King of Ireland, the Danes, landing on 
the north-west coaat of Ireland, penetrated as far as 
Koscommon, devastating the surroimding country, 
and giving, ae Moore writes, " to the inhabitants of 
the interior, their first bitter foretaste of the miBeiy 
that was yet in store for them." In 824, Artrigiua, 
Archbishop of Armagh, exercised Primatial rights 
here and in other parts of Connaught, visiting the 
incumbents, introducing his rules of discipline, and 
receiving pensions thereout, a precedent which was 
followed by sub8ec[uent Primates, and especially by 
Celsus,in 1116(6). 

The Annals of the Four Masters mention, at the 
year 930, that the crosier of St Kieran was then 
lost in Lough Gara, on which occasion twelve men 
were likewise drowned ; the crosier was, however, 
soon afterwards discovered, and raised. In 932, the 
Danes of Limerick devastated Connaught, to the 
verge of Moylurg; and, in 955, the Annals of the 
Four Masters notice " the fleet of Ferral, son of Art, 
on Lough Ke," but, while the object of the expedi- 
Uon is unexplained, the chief appears to have been 
Ferral O'Rourke, son of the ruler of Brefhy. In 
984, Melagblin, King of Ireland, " devastated Con- 
naught, seized upon its islands, slew its chieftains, and 
reduced Magh Ai, south of Moylurg, to ashes"(c). 
In 993, Fogarty Mac Dermot, one of the early an- 

(a) Aniiftls of the Four Mast«rs. (6) Id (c) Id. 
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cestora of the family who so long ruled this district, 
was slain at Corran by the people of Galen(o) ; and 
in 1001, Merlechan, styled the King of that Galen, 
and Brotudh Mac Dermot, were slain by Melaghlin. 
The Annals of Innisfallen, in the very elaborate ac- 
count which they give of the memorable battle of 
Clontarf, in 1014, mention, amongst the leaders, who 
obeyed the summons of Brien Boroimhe on that oc- 
casion, Conor, son of Maolruan, as commander of the 
sept of the Mac Dermots of Moylurg. In 1078, 
Murtagh O'Brien, then King of Munster, laid waste 
Coonaught, to the country of Magh-ai, until the Da- 
tives, meeting him there in battle, were defeated, 
with the loss of many of their chiefs, and amongst 
them Cathal O'Conor, the next in expectancy to the 
kingdom of Connaught Murtogh followed up bis 
victory, by expelling the inhabitants, as well of 
Magh-ai as of the contiguous territory of Moylurg, in- 
to Brefiiey, whence O'Rourke came over to his en- 
campment, and received from him the government 
of Connaught, excepting some few localities(6). In 
1088 Donell O'Loghlen, with the men of Tyrconnel 
and Tyrone, plundered Connaught, and even braved 
its King at Rathcroghan, who was &in there to pay 
them homage, and entertain the whole army for a 
fortnight; and in -1095 Murtagh O'Brien encamped 
on the plains of Fiachra, in the western part of Lei- 
trim, and expelled out of their habitations the people 

(a) Aimalg of Ulster. (6) Annals of Inlsfallen. 
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of Munter-iolis, and those of Siol-Murry (the vici- 
nity of Sligo), forcing them to take shelter in Moy- 
lurg and Mayo(a). In this year, a plague afflicted 
Ireland, " in eo much, that all the cities and viUages 
were laid waste, and there ia no account to be given 
of all the people that died." 

In 1124, the son of the "king of Moylurg" was 
killed by Tieman O'Ruarc. In 1131, was fought a 
battle on the Curlews, mentioned post; and in 1132 
and 1135 the territories of Magh-Ai, Moylurg, and 
Coran, were laid waste by the people of Brefny. In 
1 138, Turlogh 0' Conor, with theforces of Connaught, 
Tieman O'Ruarc, with those of Brefny, and Donogh 
O'Carrol, with those of Louth, assembled together, to 
defend their respective territories from the encroach- 
ments of Murrough O'Melaghlin. Murrough ad- 
vanced against them with his forces of Meath, the 
Danes of Dublin, and his auxiliary, the afterwards so 
notorious Dermot Mac Murrough, with the people of 
Leinster. At length, both parties encamped close to 
each other in the woods of Moyhirg, and here, with 
but a glade and a grove between them, they re- 
mained a whole week without conflict, when both 
retired. Murrough, however, and his men, destroyed 
the harvests of Brefny. In the same year, according 
to the Four Masters, Maolpatrick O'Drugan, head 
professor of Armagh, and most remarkable for 
his devotion and zeal, died, while he was on a pil~ 

(a) Annals of iDnisfallen. 
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grimage to tlie island in Lough Ee. In eix years 
aftenvBrds, Connaught was sorely afflicted by a 
viBitation of plague. In 1146, Tiernan O'Ruarc, 
prince of Brefny, invaded Moylui^, and, in 1151, 
Nial O'Logtlen having, with the septa of Ulster, 
made a descent by Ballyshannon, upon the country 
between Sligo and Boyle, Turlogh O'Conor met him 
hereabout, as he was coming out of the Curlew 
mountains, and Turlogh, submitting to give hostages 
to the Northerns, they returned to their homes. In 
three years afterwards, however, the same septs of 
invaders desolated Hoylurg and Magh-Ai, to the 
fort of Dunamon, burning the crops in their whole 
course. 

The older religious establishments having been at 
this time much superseded, by the introduction of 
monks of the Cistercian order, under the auspices of 
St. Malachy, Archbishop of Armagh, a fraternity of 
that discipline, coming into Connaught, procured 
their first setdement at Grellech-dinagh, where Peter 
O'Mordha, a man of great learning, became their 
Abbot (He was afterwards promoted to the see of 
Clonfert, and was drowned in the Shannon, inll71). 
Aodh (Hugh) O'Maccain, his successor, removed 
the establishment to Drumconaid, the site of the 
more ancient Columbian house of Ea6-mac-neirc(a), 
and now called Drum ; he was succeeded by Mau- 
rice O'Duffy, who continued here for nearly three 

(a) O'Conor's Caul. Swwe, vol. i. p. 20a 
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years, when he removed to Buinfinny, and, after re- 
siding there for two years and a half, at length fixed 
his fraternity at Boyle, and founded its splendid ab- 
bey in 1161. It was then dedicated to the Blessed 
YtrgiD, constituted a filial establishment to Helle- 
font, and thereby became dependant on the alien 
Priory of Clareval, in France. 

The following Ust of the Cistercian Abbeys of 
Ireland, according to chronological arrangement, 
seems worthy of insertion here, with their sites and 
ancient taxations : 

s. d. 
1139. St. Mary's, Dublin, 20 Dublin City. 
1142. Mellefont, 20 Co. Louth. 

De Beatitudine, 13 4 Bective. 



1148. 


DeValleSalutis, 


13 


4 Baltinglas. 


De Buellio, 


18 


4 Boyle. 




De Magio, 


10 


Monaatemenagh. 


1152. DeBenedictioiieDei, 6 


8 Alhlone. 


1153. De Viridi ligno, 


6 


8 Newiy. 


1154. De Kyrie Eleyson, 


3 


4 Odorney. 


1159. De Surio, 


10 


Inislaunagbt 


1170. De Castro Dei, 


3 


4 Fermoy. 


1172. De Fonte vivo, 


6 


8 Mawr. 


1179. De Ssmarit, 


3 


4 Easroa. 


1180. De JerepoBt, 


18 


4 Jerpoint 


1180. DeChoroBenedioti 


3 


4 Middleton. 


1181. DeSancti Grace, 


6 


8 Holycrose. 


1182. DePortuS.MariK, 


13 


4 Dunbrody. 


1188. De Lege Dei, 


8 


8 Abbeyleix. 




N 


2 
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1188. De 

1189. De 

1190. De 
1193. De 
1198. De 
1200. De 

De 
De 
De 
De 

1205. De 
De 
De 
De 
De 

1272. De 



Inie, 

Rosea Valle, 
Colle Victorise, 
JugoDei, 
Commer, 
Voto, 

Petiil fertili, 
Albo Campo, 
FlumiDe Dei, 
S. Salvatore, 
Wethnia, 
Grian-ard, 
Albo Tractu, 
claro Fonte, 
BaUioman, 



13 4 Inis Courcy. 

6 Monasterevan. 
13 4 Knockmoy. 
Gray Abbey. 

6 8 Cumber. 

13 4 Tintera. 

6 8 Corcumroe. 

6 8 Kilcooly. 



13 4 Douske. 

13 4 Abingdon. 

6 8 Abbey Lara. 

13 4 Tracton. 

6 8 Macosquin. 

3 4 Loughsuidy. 

rupe Cassel, 6 8 CasheL 



The enumeration waa heretofore of yet further im- 
portance, as the ancient and continued possessions 
of those houses were, by virtue of the Order, ex- 
empted from the payment of tithes. 

In thirteen years after its foundation, the Abbot, 
under whose auspices it bad been so raised, died, 
and was bmied within it In 1178, such great frosta 
prevailed over Ireland, that, aa tiie Annalists say, 
"you might travel over all its lakes for a month." In 
1186, the fortress on Lough Ke was burned, when 
Mxirrough, son of Thady O'Maolruan, KingofMoy- 
lurg, was killed. Florence Mac Eiagan O'Mulrony 
was subsequently Abbot of Boyle, from which dig- 
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nity he was raised to the see of Elphin, where he 
died in 1195. 

In the year 1200, Hugh O'Neill came with an army 
to support the pretensions of Cathal Crovedeargh, i. e. 
"the bloody-handed," son ofTurlogh O'Conor, and 
restore him to the kingdom of Connaught. Wilham 
de Burgo sent the EngUsh to oppose them, and to 
maintain in that government Cathal Carragh, ano- 
ther grandson of Eoderic O'Conor, when a battle 
waa fought between them, at Ballysadare, where 
Hiigh O'Neill was slain, as were Donough, the son 
of Tieman O'Ruarc, the chief of Moylurg, and many 
more. The annalists add, that John de Courcy and 
"Walter de Lacy had marched their forces to assist 
Cathal Crovedearg, and that another engagement 
between them and Cathal Carragh, with De Burgo's 
forces, took place at Eihnacduagh, where John de 
Courcy was routed, " being obliged to go upon a 
lake eastward, where he was taken by the sons of 
Hugh de Lacy, who were advised to this proceeding 
by the King of England." So various and so con- 
flicting were, at this period, the interests of parties 
and factions in L^land, and so jealous and injudi- 
cious the efforts of vice-regal authority. 

It is here necessary to mention, that, while the 
princes and rulers of the other parts of Ireland made 
early submission to Henry the Second, on his arrival 
in this country, Roderick O'Conor, then King of 
Connaught, maintained an independent petition on 
the banks of his natural boundary — the Shannon. 



id By Google 



182 HBTOBT. 

When Henry, however, in a few years ailer hie re- 
turn from Ireland, held a parliament at Oxford, 
Eoderic deemed it safer, in the distracted state of 
his country, and yet more in the dissensions of his 
own family, to send emissaries thither to negociate 
a treaty with the English monarch. One of the 
emissaries, on tl'is occasion, was that distinguished 
prelate. Archbishop Laurence O'Toole. These de- 
puties being empowered to tender their master's al- 
legiance, Henry gladly ratified a treaty, by which he 
purported to give to his Hege, Eoderic, the kingdom 
of C3onnaught, to hold it as king under him, paying 
therefore, as a token of subjection, a tribute of eveiy 
tenth cow-hide of diat country ; Koderic, and his 
lineal descendants, accordingly, continued long after 
to be named in public documents Kings of Con- 
naught. Subsequently, however, to the above con- 
tests between his family, for such titular government, 
King John having espoused the cause of Cathal 
Crovedearg, who had done fealty, and given hostages, 
to him in person, at IEathw3Te, the monarch there- 
upon restored him to the rank of his ancestors, but 
exacted, as a consideration for this royal election, a 
surrender of two-thirds of his ancient kingdom 
(which had been, from a much earlier date, divided 
into three districts), and to hold the remainder at 
the annual rent of one hundred marks. The Lord 
Deputy was, at the same time, commanded to de- 
marcate the two-thirds to be so assigned to the 
Crown, in those parts of the province where were 
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the best towns and harbours, and which lay the most 
commodious for the security of the English interestj 
a selection which confined the family of O'Conor 
within the limits of the County Roscommon, which 
however, then included that of Sligo, and much of 
Leitrim. Immediately after this compact, William 
de Burgo, alluded to in the above notice, a warrior 
whose character is no less assailed by the native bis- 
torians than by his own countryman, Giraldus, had 
royal license to introduce a colony of EngUsh into 
the ceded portions of Connaught, and a grant is of 
record, whereby the same monarch, in the last year 
of hia reign, confirmed to Bichard de Burgo all the 
lands of Connaught, with the appurtenances, which 
his father, Wilham de Burgo, had held of the king, 
he yielding 300 marks yearly for the same. There 
is another record, preserved in the Tower of London, 
by which it appears, that when Henry the Third, 
about the year 1219, ordered a talliage to be im- 
posed on the cities, boroughs, and demesnes of the 
Crown, he commanded his Deputy to " requeat 
the Kings of Connaught and Thomond, and other 
the Kings of Ireland, to contribute in aid of the 
same." Soon afterwards, however, occasion was taken 
to confiscate the O'Conor third, and same was, in 
1227, granted as "forfeited, by the transgression of 
Hugh, formerly King of Connaught," to the said 
Richard de Burgo, in fee, by the service of ten 
knights. 
But to return, to the stricter limits of this little 
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history. In 1215, Clarua Mac MoylUn O'Mulcon- 
nery. Archdeacon of Elphin, refounded the Abbey 
of Loiigh Ke, under the invocation of the Holy Tri- 
nity, for Prsemonstratensian Canons, and, dying in 
1251, was interred there. In 1218, the Abbey 
church of Boyle, though so long previously built, 
was, for the first time, consecrated. The Annals of 
the Four Masters record, in 1222, the death of Ma- 
oliasa O'Flynn, Prior of Easmacneirc, soon after 
which the fraternity of that house removed to 
Church island; accordingly, the annalists of Boyle 
record the death of MurtoghO'Grorman, styled Prior 
of Inchmacnerin, in 1229. In an intermediate year 
(1225) died Dionysius O'Mulkyran, Archdeacon of 
Ardcamey, and O'Moel Brenan, Abbot of Boyle; 
and in 1230, the death of MaolseachUn, a priest and 
professor, is recorded to have occurred at the latter 
house, in the year of his noviciate. In this year 
(1230), Richard de Burgo and Carbrey O'Brien, 
with some English auxiliaries, came to the Curlew 
mountains, and there, after a sharp engagement with 
the native forces of Connaught, obtained the victory 
recorded hereafter in the " Annals of Boyle." 

In 1231, Connor, the son of Donald O'Loghlen, 
led an army against the people of Connaught, and 
engaged them in battle amongst the Curlew moim- 
tains ; but the leaders of both parties met, on the 
following day, on the borders of Lough Ke, and 
closed a league of friendship; immediately after 
which, the " Annals of Boyle" record the founding 
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of a markeMown at Port-na-Carrig(a); and, in the 
same year, Denis O'MordJia, who had been Bishop 
of Elphio, resigning his see, died in Trinity Island, 
as did Dhucovla, tlie daughter of Connor Mac Der- 
mot, in pilgrimage, at Boyle(ft). In 1233, Richard, 
the son of William de Burgo, assembled a hosting 
of the EngUsh, and, being joined by the Viceroy of 
Ireland, by Hugh de Lacy, Earl of Ulster, and John 
Cogan, at the head of the English of Munster, with 
many of the tribes of Ireland in conjunction with 
them, this host crossed the bridge of Athlone to 
Roscommon, where they burned the town, and all 
thence to Elphin, and thence to Boyle, and on the 
eve of Trinity Sunday, in particular, a party of their 
adherents came about the monastery of Boyle, broke 
the shrines, and brought away thereout the chalices, 
vestments, and other moveables, with great wealth, 
under the impression, that the fraternity had confe- 
derated with the King of Connaught to dispossess the 
English ; " but," add the Four Masters, " the leaders 
of this hostile movement, repenting as of sacrilege, 
and concluding the circumstance would be a great 
reproach and shame against them, restored all that 
could be found of the plunder, and paid for what 
was not forthcoming." 

(a) Port, 01 rather Phort, in Irish annals, is used to denote, 
not a harbour, but a fortified settlement or residence. 

(i) Other events, connected with this Barony, particiilarly 
about this period, arc to be foond in the text of the " Annals of 
Boyle," and, therefore, not here repeated. 
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In 1234, Haolissa, son of Daniel O'GormhgaUle, 
died Prior of Inclunacneiin, as did Gelasius CGi- 
bellan, an anchorite in the island of the Holy Trinity. 
The Annals of Boyle commemorate so remarkable a 
&ost in this year, that men, horses, and cattle, passed 
freely over Loiigh Ke, and other lakes of this vici- 
nity. In 1237, the Lord Justice led an expedition 
against Fedlim O'Conor, overran all Connaught as 
£ur as SUgo, where he vanqiushed Fedlim, with his 
confederates, O'Donnell and Mac Dermot; took 
many prisoners, and obtained great spoO, which he 
carried back, over the Curlew mountains, intoMoy- 
lurg. In the following year, Fedlim, in the re-action 
of hostility, crossed the Curlew mountains, back to 
his own country, and, accompanied by the septa of 
O'Reilly and Mac Eanell (Reynolds), achieved the 
vengeance noted in the " Annals of Boyle." In 1239, 
Lasair Fina, the, daughter of Cathal Crovedearg, and 
wife of O'Donnel, granted to the Abbey on Lough 
Ke, the half townland of Rosbiurn, being part of the 
estates assigned to her in dower. 

In 1240, GioUananove O'Dreain died Dean of the 
Abbey of Ardcamey ; in two years after which, 
Brian, of the O'Dowda sept, chief of Tyreragh.Tyr- 
awley, and Erris, was killed, when on a journey of 
pilgrimage to the Abbey of Boyle. In this latter 
year (1242), Cuconagh O'Reilly ravaged and laid 
waste the country about Ardcaniey(a), and, in the 

(a) E<«i6try of the O'Reilljs, MS. 
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next year, Teigue O'Conor, gran<kon of Cathal 
Crovedearg, who had been previoualy a prisoner 
■with the O'Reillys, having been released by the chief 
of that sept, came to the Abbey of Boyle, at the 
head of some forces, and, passing over to the man- 
sion of Mac Dermot of the Rock, took prisoner 
Cormac, the son of Timothy Mac Dermot, and car- 
rying off the wife of the chief, delivered her up, as he 
had conditioned, to Cuconagh O'Reilly, by way of 
ransom for himself. Teigue then went, with a few 
men, intending to hold a meeting with Cuconagh, 
by whose direction he was treacherously seized, hie 
son killed, and his own eyes put out. In 1245, the 
aforesaid Cormac Mac Dermot died, in the monastic 
habit, and was buried in the Abbey of Boyle ; in 
1247, that of Ardcamey was burned by the English, 
and, in 1250, a part of the religious community of 
White Canons of the Order of St. Francis, thereto- 
fore established in the island of the Holy Trinity, 
on Lough Ke, was removed by Clarus Mac Moihn, 
to the island of the same name on Lough Oughtair, 
in Brefny, where a foundation was granted to them 
byCathal O'Reilly; at which period of this severance, 
it is to be remarked, the Annals of the elder esta- 
blishment, pre-eminently styled the "Annals of 
Lough Ke" commence. In the latter year died Do- 
nough O'Daly, Abbot of Boyle, a poet and hymnist, 
accounted so superior in his day, that he was 
styled, from the sweetness of his verses, the " Ovid 
of Ireland;" he left behind him several excellent 
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verses, chieSy on divine subjects, which, even to die 
present time, are familiarly repeated by the people 
in various parte of the country, and some of bis 
poems are yet extant in writing. 

About the year 1252, Kichard de Burgo granted 
to Hugh de Lacy, five cantreds of his lands of Con- 
naught, viz.: the cantred of Coran, Carrick, Drum- 
clifFe, Terfither-O'MuUoy, Leney, and Cliflimeth. In 
the ensuing year, the daughter of the Earl of Ulster, 
wife of Milo Costello, dying, was interred, with great 
solemnity, in the Abbey of Boyle ; and in 1256, it is 
related that the English, having collected a nume- 
rous army, came to Keish-Coran, where they en- 
camped, and remained for some days, ravaging all the 
churches of that country. The O'Reillys also marched 
to Port-na-Craine, on Lough Allen, whither the 
English could not come to meet them, dreading 
Hugh O'Conor, who was then stationed at Kileessin, 
in Uachtar-Tire, waiting the motion of both these 
hosts, to know which he might attack first with the 
greater advantage j however, upon knowing where 
the O'Keillys were stationed, Hugh entered into 
council with O'Ruarc, who was then with him, when 
they resolved, leaving their steeds, armour, and 
military attire in Kilsessin, to march on foot east- 
ward of the Shannon, and thus surprise the O'Reil- 
lys. They accordingly commenced their progress in 
company; but, being informed that the O'ReUlyshad 
quitted their station, they dispatched the light-armed 
troops and infantry of the English to pursue and 
overtake them. 
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About the year 1262, Hiigh CConor, claiming 
the privilegea of King of Connaught, took possession 
of die episcopal revenues within the province, but, 
on representation of this injustice made to Hemy 
the Third, by especial letters of record in the Tower 
of London, as well from Joan, Queen of Castile, as 
from Lewis, King of France, the Church property 
was ordered to be restored. In 1263, j3Engua O'CIu- 
main, theretofore Bishop of Achonry, having volun- 
tarily resigned his see, and taken upon him the mo- 
nastic habit, died in the Abbey of Boyle, " worn out 
with age and infirmities," as did David O'Finn, Ab- 
bot of said house. In 1276, by the authority of a 
general Chapter of the Cistercian Order, the Abbots 
of Boyle, of Samaria (Easroa), De Beatitudine (Bec- 
tive), and De Albo Tractu (Tracton), were ordered 
to repair, without delay, to a place where was for- 
merly situated the Abbey de Valle Dei (Killeny), 
a daughter of Jerpoint, snd to inquire whether the 
lands appertdning thereto would be sufficient for its 
support; if so, to recover them all into the possession 
of that Abbey, especially e^ there were there interred 
the bodies of many great men, and others ; and the 
Abbot of Jerpoint was further enjoined, under such 
circumstances, to send thither a fraternity, and keep 
it under his control; but, if the said lands should not 
be so sufficient, then to recover them, with all dieir 
buildings, into the possession of the Abbot of Jer- 
point(a). It had been previously united to the Cis- 

(a) Thesaams Novus, &c., par Kartenc et Dunind. 
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terci&n church of Graignamanagh, whose brother- 
hood wfts, by the above mandate, prohibited from 
resisting the requisition. In the following year, at 
another Chapter of the same Order, it was decreed 
that the Abbot of Boyle should be deposed, by rea- 
son of his not having paid the tenths chargeable 
upon him (a). 

" In 12 78," writes Hanmer, '* there rose civil wars, 
no better than rebellion, between Mac Dermot, of 
Moylurg, and Cahir O'Conor, King of Connaught, 
where there was great slaughter and bloodshed on 
both Mdes, and the King of Connaught slain. Ra- 
phael Holinshed, in his Irish Collection, thinketh 
that there were slain at that time above two thou- 
sand persons. The King of England, hearing there(^, 
was mightily displeased with the Lord Justice, and 
sent for him unto England, to yield reason why he 
would permit such shameful enormities imder his 
government The Deputy, however, satisfied tiie 
king that all was not true that he was charged withal, 
and for further contentment, yielded this reason, 
that, in policy, he thought it e^qwdient to wink at one 
knave cutting off another, and that would save the 
King's coffers, and purchase peace to the land, 
whereat the King smiled, and bid him return to Ire- 
land." About this time Connaught appears to have 
been divided into two counties, Connaught, properly 
so called, comprising the modem counties of Clare, 
Galway, and Mayo; and Roscommon, comprising 

(a) Thesaurus Notub, &&, par Mvtene et Durand. 
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those of fioscommon, Sllgo, and Leitiim ; the King 
appointed separate elieriffa for each, Moylurg being 
evidently in the heart of the latter division. 

In 1280, died Matthew, son of Manus O'Conor, 
Abbot of Boyle, while the Annals of Inisfellen re- 
cord, at the following year, an awful continuance of 
snow all over Ireland. In 1284, Grelasiua, a mem- 
ber of the O'Conor family, a Premonstratensian friar, 
and Abbot of the religious house on Trinity Island, 
Lough £e, was appointed Bishop of Elphin. In 1291, 
Edra Magrath died, Abbot of Lough Ke monastery, 
and in 1296 Maolseachlin Mac Brien Mac Dermot, 
Abbot of Boyle, was raised to the see of Elphin. 
This latter prelate died at Borae, about the close of 
the year 1302, when Donat O'Flanagan, then Abbot 
of Boyle, was elected to the see so vacated, and he 
was succeeded in the abbacy by Laurence O'Lough- 
nan, afterwards Abbot of Knockmoy, and who died 
Bishop of Kibnacduagh in 1306. In 1303, the Prior 
of Kibnainham sued the Abbot of the religious house 
on Lough Ke, for certain rights of advowson, and in 
the Same year Donogh O'Flanagan, Abbot of Boyle, 
was promoted to the See of Elphin, a man whom the 
AnnaUsts describe as " famous for devotion, hospita- 
lity, and many other good parts belonging to his 
function, throughout all Europe; one that never re- 
fused any human being for meat or clothes; one that 
maintained, protected, and made peace between the 
inhabitants of the Province of Connaught ; one of 
wisdom and good delivery to maintain any thing he 



id By Google 



took in hand; one charitable and &ee hearted to all 
men." He died in his see, in 1308, when Charles 
O'Conor, then Abbot of the church of Lough Ke, 
was elected to the vacant bishopric, to which he was 
consecrated, andtept possession thereof for upwards 
of three years, but, the Pope having annidled his 
election, he was ultimately obliged to return to the 
government of his abbey, in which he died, at an ad- 
vanced age, in 1343. In 1309, there was a great 
hosting by Donough, son of Turlough, the son of 
Teigue O'Brien, and in aid of William de Burgo, in 
Connaugbt; their forces proceeded to the Abbey of 
Boyle, and destroyed a great quantity of com in the 
surrounding country. In 1315, Rory O'Conor pil- 
laged the same religious house, immediately after 
which occurred the memorable invasion of Ireland, 
by Edward Bruce, to which he was so mainly in- 
vited by Mac Dermot of Moylurg, as stated in the 
memoir of that family. In the first break out of this 
rebellion. Sir William de Burgo was taken prisoner, 
and carried into Scotland, where, leaving his sous as 
hostages, be obtained his liberty, and returned to 
Ireland in 1316; which, as soon as Phelim O'Conor, 
who styled himself King of Connaught, imderstood, 
he assembled all his forces, assisted by O'Brien, 
Prince of Thomond, and many others, in order to 
expel him from the country, and, marching towards 
Athenry to meet him and his allies (Lord Berming- 
ham and the English of the province), they came to 
an engagement, where the Irish were totally routed. 
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with the loss of their King, Phelim, Teigue O'Kelly, 
King of Hymany, and twenty-eight other chiefs; after 
which the victor marched his army to Siolmurry, 
near SHgo, where all the native chiefe agreed to make 
peace with him, except Mac Dermot, to punish whose 
obstinacy he invaded and destroyed the country of 
Moylurg, and, with the spoils of the foray, the walls 
of Athenry are said to have been built 

In 1344, Murchadh, son of Mulloy O'Hara, died, 
Abbot of Boyle, when he was about to be elected 
to the Episcopal throne of Achoniy. In 1351, Friar 
Reginald, Abbot of the Cistercian house of MeUe- 
font, was found guilty of having collected, contrary 
to the Statute, and the existing state of hostiUty witb 
France, within the previous two years, from his own 
convent, and from the Cistercian houses of Boyle, 
Knockinoy, Bectifi) and Cashel, the sum of 664 
florins, and remitted half thereof to the Abbot and 
fraternity of Clairvaux. In 1355, died Mac-Gralla- 
dowell, generally called the Irish Prior of Trinity 
Church, in Lough Ke; and in 1380, died another 
Abbot of this island, who was son of Mac Dermott 
Roe, as did Mac David, Abbot of Boyle, in 1383, 
" a charitable and humane gentleman." In 1395 
flourished O'Duigenan, bard to the Mac Dermots of 
Moylurg, and author of sundry poems in praise of 
their country, and of Hugh Mac Dermot, then chief 
of their tribe, copies of some of which are yet ex- 
tant. In 1398, Ferrall Mac Dermot, Lord of Moy- 
lurg, plundered the Abbey of Boyle, and in the foi- 
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lowing year, a despatch of the Lord Deputy an- 
noimced to the King, that he could get Dotbiug out 
of the counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, Waterford, 
Eeny, Limerick, Counaught, or Roecommon, for 
want of obedience and due execution of the law, and 
by reason of the rebellion and wars, as well of His 
Majesty's enemies aa of his subjects. 

In 1419, William, son of Malachy O'Kelly, mus- 
tered a powerful force of the Irish chieftains, to in- 
vade Clanrickard. Amongst the chiefs, who joined 
in that expedition, are mentioned Donogh O'Kelly, 
Dynast of Hy-Maine; Cahill Dhu O'Conor, " heir ap- 
parent to the throne of Connaught; Tumultagh Mac 
Dermot, heir apparent to the sovereignly of Moy- 
lurg," &c, &C. In 1441, Donald O'Mochair died, 
Abbot of Boyle, as did Thady, the son of Thady, at 
Rome, in 1444; and in 1449, on the 15th of Octo- 
ber, in the third year of the pontificate of Nicholas 
the Fifth, Cornelius, Abbot of the same house, was 
promoted by that pontiff to the see of Achonry. In 
1458, Timothy Mac Dermot, King of Moyliirg, was 
interred in the Abbey of Boyle, and in 1466, that of 
Lough Ke (on Trinity Island) was consumed by 
accidental fire((i), but was rebuilt, and continued 
until the general dissolution. To about this period 
may be referred a retrospective remark of Edmimd 
Spencer, that designates the state of this vicinity, in 
a manner, by metes and bounds : " When the divi- 

(o) AnnalB of Firbw, MSS. 
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sion between the two houses of York and Lancaster 
arose for the Crown of England, the great English 
lords and gentlemen, which had great poseessions in 
Ireland, repaired over hither into England, acme to 
Buccoxir their friends here, and to strengthen their 
party for to obtain the Crown; others to defend their 
lands and possessions here, against such as hovered 
after the same, upon hope of the alteration of that 
kingdom, and success ofthat side which they favoured 
and affected. Then the Irish, whom before they had 
banished into the mountains, "where they lived only 
upon white meats, as it is recorded, seeing now their 
lands so dispeopled and weakened, came down into 
all the plains adjoining, and, thence expelling those 
few English that remained, repossessed them again, 
since which they have remained in them, and, grow- 
ing greater, have brought under them many of the 
English, which were before their lords. This was 
one of the occasions, by which all those countries, 
which, lying near unto any mountains or Irish de- 
serts, had been planted with any English, were 
shortly displanted and lost; as, namely, in Munster, 
aU the lands adjoining unto Slieve-Logher, Arlo, and 
the B(^ of Allen ; in Connaught, all the countries 
bordering upon the Curlews, MonasterioHa, and 
O'Sourke's coontry; in Leinster, all the lands border- 
ing upon the mountains of Glenmolaur, unto Shille- 
lagh, unto the Brackenagh, and Polmonte ; in Ulster, 
all the countries near unto Tyrconnel, Tyrone, and 
the Scots." 

o2 
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In 1475, Hugh Ruadh O'Donnell, "to be revenged 
for his father, Niall Garve, on the English," deso- 
lated Heath, and afterwards Clanrickard, and the 
country of Costello, whence he returned over the 
plains of Moylurg, to his own country, " being tri- 
umphant, and gaining the victory in all his under- 
takings." In a state document of 1515, enumerating 
the names of " the chief Irish regions and countries 
of Connaught, and the chief captains of the same," 
those in this vicinity are, with their available forces, 
on muster, stated to be: O'Conor, Lord of that por- 
tion, 120 horse, 160 galloglasses, and 300 kerns ; 
O'Gara, Lord of Coolavin, 14 horse and 100 kerns; 
O'Hara, Lord of Leney, 61 horse and 60 kerns; 
M'Manus Fionnocher, Lord of Carrabry, 40 horse, 
80 galloglasses, and 100 kerns ; O'Ruarc, of West 
Brefny, 40 horse, 80 galloglasses, and 300 kerns ; 
M'Ranell, of Munter-iolis, 8 horse and 300 kerns ; 
O'Keilly, of Brefny, 60 horse, 80 galloglasses, and 
400 kerns ; Mac Dermot, of Moylui^, 40 horse, 80 
galloglasses, and 200 kerns, &c., &c, &c. — making a 
total of, from Connaught, 530 horse, 800 gallo- 
glasses, and 3340 kerns. 

In 1565, during the government of Sir Henry Syd- 
ney, Roscommon, as after bounded and defined, was 
constituted a county, subject to the Presidency of 
Connaught; but, although Sherifis, and other minis- 
ters of the law, were placed therein. Her Majesty de- 
clined, as had her Koyal predecessors, to send justices 
of assize into the country, and left its inhabitants to 
the discretion of a governor, who was armed with all 
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the power of the State — a long-continued defect of 
Irish government, which Sir John Davis, the talented 
Attorney-General of King James the First, flatter- 
ingly contrasts with the improvement in the days of 
his royal master. Then, as he writes, " the whole 
realm being divided into shires, and every bordering 
territory, whereof any doubt was made, in what 
county the same should lie, being added or reduced 
to a county certain, the streams of the public justice 
were derived into every part of the kingdom, and 
the benefit and protection of the law of England 
communicated to all, as well Irish as English, with- 
out distinction or respect of persona ; by reason 
whereof, the work of deriving the public justice grew 
so great, as that there was ' magna messis, sed operarii 
pauci ;' and therefore the number of the judges on 
every bench was increased, which do now every half 
year, like good planets, in their several spheres 
or circuits, carry the light and influence of justice 
round about the kingdom ; whereas the circuits, in 
former times, went round about the Pale, like the 
circuit of the cynosura about the Pole." So little, 
indeed, was this part of Ireland known, immediately 
previous to the time, when the present County of 
Roscommon was constituted, that, in a map deline- 
ated in the reign of Henry the Eighth, Boyle is 
marked as standing on the Kiver Moy, not far from 
Ballymote, while the Suck is set down as flowing 
out of Lough Gara; and the territory of Mac William 
Oughter as encroaching oh Moylurg. 
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At the time of the dissolution of monaateiies, Tu- 
multagh Mac Dermot was die last recognized Abbot 
of Boyle ; and, in 1570, Queen Elizabeth demised to 
Patrick Cusack, of Gerardstown, in the County of 
MeaUi, as part of the prevloiis possessions of that re- 
li^ous house, the grange of Mowynwy, the grange 
of O'FaUon, and the grange of Tulskime. His in- 
terest therein was afterwards forfeited. An inquisi- 
tion, taken in the following year, finds that the same 
Abbey bad been seised of the grange of Maghermo- 
ney, in the country of Clanrickard, containing 60 
acres of arable land, and 100 of pasture and bog; also 
of the grange of OTallon, in O'Fallon's country, 
contuning a casUe, 40 acres of arable, 40 of pasture, 
wood, underwood, and bc^ ; and also of the townland 
of TuUefitermy, containing 49 acres of arable, and 
30 of pasturable mountain. 

In 1576, Sir Henry Sydney, writing from Galiray 
to the Earl of Ormond, says, " I expected, long ere 
this, that your company had been remaining in the 
plains of Connaught, there to have resisted the force 
of die Scots, as I writ to my Lord Treasurer they 
should do, and be ready at his appointment, as occar 
sion required, to join their forces with his in any exploit 
that should be made, or else, according to my former 
direction,theyshouldhave tarried forme at theCurlew 
foot Their long stay, chiefly that I heard not fr^m 
them, hath been the occasion of my tarrying here longer 
than otherwise I had either determined or would have 
done, to some hindrance of the service, in losing so 
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much time ; and I rather directed them to th^e 
places, because I would have them to hold some 
dealings with the Scots, thereby to have won your 
Lordship some honour; since the Scots will not 
abide the places near where I come, I would have 
driven them into their laps, or have been met 
withal by some other buids or companies that I 
dispersed abroad in like 8ort"(<i). In 1578, "the 
lord of Connaught, and O'Kourke," says Morrison, 
" made a composition for their lands with Sir Nicho- 
las Malby, governor of that province, wherein they 
were content to yield the Queen so large a rent, 
and such services, both of labourers, to work upon 
occasion of fortifying, and of horse and foot, to serve 
upon occasion of war, that their minds seemed not 
yet to be alienated irom their wonted awe and reve- 
rence for the Crown of England." Accordingly, the 
Lord Deputy and Coimcil made their report to 
England: " Connaught, we learn firom Sir Nicholas 
Malby, the Colonel who presently is there, is quiet, 
and in tune, and so will continue, if there be aoy 
that hath an eye imto them." Many immediately 
subsequent reports, from this Sir Nicholas Malby 
to the Earl of Leicester, relative to his services in 
Connaught, uid against the Scots, and otherwise 
about affairs in Ireland, are preserved in the British 
Museum. 

In 1580, Gelasius O'Quillenan, who assumed the 

(a) CoUini'i Sute Letters, Sea., tdL i. p. 390. 
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style of " Abbot of Boyle," suffered death, in the per- 
secutions of the period. The influence attached to 
the title, and the continuance of its assumption, are 
thus alluded to by Alemande, in his " Histoire Mo- 
nastique d'Irland:" "On remarque, encore que 
presque tous les Abbez de Boyle ont este Evesquea, 
ils n'avoient cependant pas la prert^tive d'eatre 
Fairs Ecclesiastiques, et d'avoir seance dans les Far- 
lemena d'Irland. Enfin, Q y a toujours des Abbez 
Catholiques de Boyle, qui vivent incognito, quand 
ils Bont en Irlande." In 1584, an inquisition having 
been taken, relative to the possessions of' the reli- 
gious house of Franciscans at Knockvicar, stated 
therein as lying within Moylurg, the Mac Dennots' 
country, it was found theretofore seised of a cartron, 
or one-fourth part of a quarter of land, adjoining the 
priory, with the moiety of another quarter, in the 
parish of Ardcame, the whole containing 40 acres 
of arable, pasture, and bog, with the appurtenances, 
and the tithes of the same, and an eel weir on the 
river of Boyle, all valued at 13*. 4rf. annually, be- 
sides reprises ; all which premises were afterwards 
granted to William Crowe. In this latter year, ano- 
ther inquisition was taken, in reference to a second 
Franciscan establishment, described as situate at Cal- 
drywolagh, in Moylurg, alias Mac Dennot's country, 
and having appropriate to it, one small quarter, 
comprising 60 acres, arable, pasture, and bog, with 
the appurtenances and tithes, of the annual 'ralue of 
15s. 4:d., but which, as the fioding adds, by reason 
of the war, are waste, and long uncultivated. 
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In 1585 occurred that memorable composition 
between die English Government and the old na- 
tive Irish of Connaught, which it was the grand 
object of Perrot's administration to effectuate, and 
whereby they agreed to surrender their properties, 
and, on receiving them back, to hold them thence- 
forth of the Queen, in capite, by EngUsh tenure. 
Perrot was eminently successful in this province. 
Harassed by the perpetual aggressions ofthewarlike 
English families, who had settled in the chief towns, 
and fenced themselves round with formidable cas- 
tles and entrenchments; divided also by family feuds, 
and humbled in their honours and power, the native 
chieftains gladly hearkened to Perrot's proposals, in 
the hope of a settled form of government, and, per- 
haps, of revenge, as well as of defence against the 
Anglo-Irish lords, their rivals in power, and their 
superiors in force and discipline. The counterpart 
of Perrot's original composition was confided to the 
custody of the O'Conor family, and so preserved, un- 
til carried over, by the late Doctor Charles O'Conor, 
to enrich the Manuscripts at Stowe. — In this com- 
position, the Barony of Boyle, otherwise called Moy- 
lurg, is stated to be the property of Mac Dermot, 
with the esception of lands which are specified as 
belonj^ng to the Queen, and to the Church. Imme- 
diately afterwards, a very general summons issued 
through Ireland, requiring the attendance of the 
native chiefs and nobles at a ParUament, to be held 
in the ensuingyear.at Dublin; "for most oftheprinci- 
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pal men of the whole kingdom were then obedient to 
the Sovereign, wherefore they all assembled, face to 
face, in Dublin, as was ordered"(a). In that assem- 
bly, amongst the representatives of " the rough dis- 
trict of Connaught," was " Brian O'Kuarc, son of 
Brian, the son of Eogan O'Ruarc; and tfaitfaer came 
the Siol-Muireadh, and the chiefs of their different 
septa, viz.: 0'ConarDon,Le.Hugh, sonofDiannid,8on 
of Cairbre, son of Eogan, son of Phelim O'Connor ; 
(VConor Eoe, i e., Teigue Oge, son of Teigue Buoy, 
son of Cathal Roe; a deputy &om Mac Dennot of 
Moylurg, viz., Brian, son of Bory, son of Teigue, son 
of Rory Oge; for Mac Dermot himself, viz., Teigue, 
son of Eogan, was then a very old man, enfeebled 
with age," &c. &c. The sentimentfi of regard and 
confidence, with which the Irish chie& met their 
Viceroy, on all these occasions, do equal credit to 
both parties; but the conduct of this wise and ex- 
cellent Deputy too soon awakened all the hostility 
of political intrigue, and he was, ultimately, obliged 
to resign the government. Consequent upon this 
good feeling, and the aforesaid composition, was the 
division of Connaught into six counties, Clare being, 
as it should, by natural limits, accounted one of 
them. The baronies were also created ; and the old 
principal families affected to siirrender the exorbi- 
tant power they had hitherto exerted ; but, expe- 
rience having too soon proved, that the promised 

(«) Aniuilt of the Four Masters. 
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protection vas inadequately afforded, thej retimed 
to their Irish customa, and easily prevailed on their 
septs to be governed by their Brehon laws. — ^About 
this period, also, a taxation was made of the bene- 
fices within the diocese of Elphin, when the follow- 
ing valuations to the First Fruits were charged, 
within the Barony of Boyle : 

£ 8. d. 
Vicarage of Estersnow ... 13 4 
Vicarage of Ardcame ... 1 10 
Vicarage of Tunma .... 1 
Bectory of Ardcame ... 4 
Vicarage of Eillimunod ..050 
In 1586, an inquisition was taken, as to the pos- 
sessions of the House of Canons Begular, at Inchmac- 
nerin (on Church Island), on Lough Ke,when it was 
found to have, appertaining to it, in a certain island 
of one acre there, a ruinous church, and the walls of 
two decayed houses, and 3 quarters of land, called 
" the 3 quarters of the church of Drum," in the 
country of Moylui^, on the banks of the said Lough ; 
and a quarter of wood and mountain, part of the 
great hill or mountain, called " the Curlew," in the 
same country, with the tithes of the said four quarters, 
valued annually at 20^.; the vicarage of Ballynagrey, 
alias KiUmagry, being the fourth part of the tithes 
and altarages, valued only at the curate's stipend ; 
the vicarage of Dromyne, valued at the same ; the 
vicarage of the half townland of Aghocarre, and the 
half townland of Ballymollany, alim Ballymaran, all 
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in this county, and of tbe same value; the townland 
of Kilkerre, being 4 quarters of land, with their 
tithes, in the Barony of Tyrerill, valued, besides re- 
prises, at 20s.; the moiety of a quarter of land in 
Dnimdonay, with the tithes, of the same value, be- 
sides reprises, 2s. 6d.; the rectory of Aghanagh, viz. 
two parte of the tithes, altarages, &c., value 13s. id.; 
the rectory of Killmacallan, value 13*. id.; the rec- 
tory of Culea, value, besides reprises, Qs. Sd. ; the 
half townland of Eilmacroy, contaimDg two quarters 
of land, with the tithes thereof, value lOs.; all in 
the County of Sligo : it was also found, that certain 
parcels of land, with the tithes, in the countty of 
O'Conor Koe, in the County Roscommon, called 
Loughcaske and Killendown, containing one qiiarter 
and a third of a quarter, with the tithes of the same, 
did belong to this abbey (although, on account of 
their great extent, and the incivility of the country, 
they were concealed), annual value 13*. 4rf. sterling; 
the said several valuations being all Irish money. 
These lands, tithes, &c., were, subsequently, at first, 
leased for 21 years, to William Taaffe, and, on the 
expiration of his interest, to Martin Lisle, for a like 
term (a); but the whole interest therein, for ever, was, 
by Royal Patent, of the 20th November, 1617, con- 
veyed to Sir John King. In the same year. Sir 
Richard Bingham, governor of Connaught, having 
been joined, at Boyle, by Sir Thomas L'Estrange, 

(a) Patent fioll, 1 Junes L 
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" with the rising out of the country," bivouacked, 
with hie forces, in the Curlew mountains, waiting 
support from the Lord Deputy, before he should 
march against the enemy in the North. It was on 
this occasion, that the Scottish islanderB, whom the 
sept of the Burkes had invited to invade Connaught, 
in the expectation of having part of that province to 
inhabit after the expulsion of the English, having 
made their way over O'Ruarc's country, toward the 
Curlews, with the intention of passing that way into 
Mayo, came, on a certain dark and tempestuous 
night, near Sir Richard's forces, who, upon notice 
that they were on foot, drew out to reconnoitre them, 
when he approached so near as to receive several 
arrows from their bowmen, but, being armed un- 
der his cassock, he sustained no injury, and the 
enemy passed on, seeming yet unwilling to give him 
fight, and escaped by a ford unknown(a). Sir Rich- 
ard afterwards marching to Ardnaree, signally de- 
feated the rebels there. The fece of the whole 
country, about the Curlews, was, at this time, bog 
and wood. 

In 1588, Queen Elizabeth granted to Sir Edward 
Waterhouse, the office of Supervisor of the " Shan- 
non," with power to break down all illegally erected 
weirs; he, on his part, being bound to maintain 
yearly, four great boats, well built and fitted out, 
*' continually to be employed on the said river, in 

(tt) Perrot's GoTernment of Ireland, p. 103. 
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the Queen's service, for txaneporting men, soldiers, 
munition, and provisions, to the countries and lands 
of O'Ruarc, Mac Dermot, O'Conor Don"(a), &c. In 
the following year, a lease of the Abbey of Boyle 
was granted to WUliam Usher, at the anniial rent of 
£14 16«. id.; and, in 1590, an inquieition having 
been taken, as to. the possessions of the nunneiy of 
Ardcame, vrhich was itself a cell to the Abbey of 
Balcreunata, in the County of Galway, it was found, 
that this nunnery was built on a townland called 
Faroagalliagh, containing 8 acres of arable and pas- 
ture, annual value, besides reprises, Is. Bd. ; -and that 
within the precincts were a church, and two houses 
of stone; that the Abbess was also seised of 4 acres 
of arable and pasture, and 4 of copse wood, called 
Crevenagalliagh, adjoining Ardcame, annual value, 
besides reprises, Is. 8d.; and of 12 acres of arable 
and pasture, called Clonnagalliagh, in the parish of 
Isertsnow, annual value, besides reprises, 2s. 8d. 
The following rectories were also appropriated to 
the Abbess : Ardcame (viz., the moiety of all the 
tithes, excepting diose in the three townlands of 
Long-fort), which extendeth, generally, to three cou- 
ples of com, annual value, besides reprises, ISs. Ad.; 
the other moiety belongeth to the chapel or church 
of Imlagh-broco-tilis Cloncouse, in the Barony of 
Ballintobber, which is, in general, extended to one 
couple of com, annual value, besides reprises, 3s. id.; 

(a) Patent Boll, 31 Eliz., in Bolla' Office. 
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and the rectory of Corcoghlao, or Ardcoghlan, in 
the Barony or County of Eoscommon, which ex- 
tends into the parishes of Kiltrustan, Clonfinlough, 
and Templeroe, viz., all the tithea, annixal value, be- 
sides reprises, 40s. ; all which were afterwards 
granted to Kichard Earl of Clanrickard." Other in- 
quisitione detail the poseessiona of the religious 
house of Inchmacnerin, in Clonnagallisgh, Clonafin- 
lough, Kilfeqmn, and Kilgefin, which were subse- 
quently granted to the Provost andFellows of Trinity 
College. Inquisitions were soon afterwards taken, 
relative to the estates and tithes appertaining to the 
Abbey of Boyle, in the County of Galway, when it 
was found seised, at the time of the dissolution, of 
the townland of Grange Monvoye, afc'o* Moynvoy or 
Monwy, alias Magherie Monvoye, with the five quar- 
ters of Derrycleymanagh, Corobane, Carrownetra- 
hane, Carrownecross, and Bacally, and the cartixm 
of the Grange, with all their tithes, in the Barony 
of KUconnell, in Mannagh, in O'KeUy's country, in 
the County of Galway, but not in Clanrickard's 
country; Mannish and Clanrickard being distinct 
countries, Clanrickard belonging to Mac Wdliam 
Oughter, and Mannagh to CXKelly ; the said Abbot 
vras also seised of a quarter of land, with the tithes 
thereof, called Gortnamannagh, in Clanrickard's 
country. A large portion of the above lands wag, 
subsequently, granted to Dominick Browne ; while 
others passed, by patent, to the Provost and Bur- 
gesses of Athenry. 
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Id 1592, Hugh Maguire, with a large body of his 
adherents, marched along the western shore of Lough 
Allen, with the object of opposing Sir Richard Bing- 
ham, the governor of Connaught; while, somewhat 
to the north, the discomfited followers of Sir George 
Bingham retreated into that province, after their 
defeat, near EnniBkillen(a). This kntght was a bro- 
ther of the before-mentioned Sir Richard Bingham, 
under whom he served in the Irish wars, and was, in 
1596, governor of Sligo, where be was, some years 
afterwards, killed by UUck de Burgh, an ensign, who 
delivered up the caatle to O'DonnelL Sir George, 
as appears from the " Obits of Christ Church," Dub- 
lin, was buried in that cathedral, 27th September, 
1599. " The County of Roscommon," writes Ed- 
mund Spencer, about this time, " saving that which 
pertaineth to the House of Roscommon, and some 
few other English, there lately seated, is wholly 
like to escheat to Her Majesty, saving those por- 
tions of English inhabitants; and even those English 
do, as I understand by them, pay as much rent to 
Her Majesty, as is set upon those in Ulster, coxmting 
their composition money therewithal. This County 
of Roscommon, containing 1,200 plowlands, as it is 
accompted, amounteth to £2,400 by the year"(J). 

(a) Life of Red Hugh O'Donnel, MS. This was the indiTidual, 
who, S8 herea^er mentioned, caused the roadB to be cut in the 
Curlew uount^uB, before hia time impassabla Sir John Bisg- 
ham woa another brother; he died in 1632, and was burled at 
Gastlebar. 

(6) View of the State of Ireland, p. 205. 
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la 1595, an inquisition was taken, coDcerning fCil- 
ronun, when it was found, that there had been there 
" an hospital, termon-erenagh, or corbeship, endowed 
with four quarters of laud." Through this district, 
in that year, marched the celebrated Irish chief- 
tain. Red Hugh O'Donnell, in order to harass the 
English Government; " he passed, with his army, to 
the south, by Lough Meelagh, by the borders of 
Brefny, to Bragh-Slieve, and thence to Tir-Tuathail, 
where he encamped until morning. On the morrow 
he paaeed over the deserts and wastes of the country, 
■without being observed or heard, to the river of 
Boyle, on the east of Lough Ke. The army crossed 
the river in the very beginning of the night, at the 
place called "the bridge of the Vicar's hill" (Knock- 
Vicar); from that, by a winding way, through Moy- 
liu-g, imtil they arrived, by the break of day, at the 
Croghan of Rath-Ai"(a), from which O'Donnel sent 
out his foraging parties in every direction, while he 
lay himself at Elphin. The governor of Connaught, 
Sir Richard Bingham, having received notice of 
these proceedings, assembled his Enghsh forces " at 
the monastery of Boyle," thinking that there he 
might intercept O'Donnel's return ; but that chief 
disappointed him, by crossing the Shannon into Lei- 
trim, at the ford of Kill-Trenain, to Monasteriolis, 
and thus carried off his prey, witliout interruption, 
into TyrconneL Sir Richard Bingham, it may be 

(a) MS. Life of Red Hugh O'Donnel. 
VOL. I. P 
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here mentioned, was removed, immediately irfter, 
firom the government of Connaught, and died, at 
Dublin, in 1598, when his body, having been brought 
over to England, was interred in WestminBter Ab- 
bey, in the south aisle, near the monument of Sir 
Cloudesly Shovel, where a tablet to his memory 
thus historically records his achievements: 

" To tkeOUtry of the J^ord of Hosts. Here\m- 
der resteth Sir Richard Bingham, knight, of the 
ancient family of the Binghama of Bingham-Mel- 
comb, in the Coimty of Dorset, who, from his 
youth, was trained up in military afiairs, and 
served, in the time of Queen Mary, at St Quintin's, 
in the western islands of Scotland, and in Britain: 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth, at Leilii in Scot- 
land; in the Isle of Candy under the Venetians ; 
at Cabo Chrio ; at the fiunous battle of Lepanto, 
against the Turks; iu the civU wars of France; in 
the Netherlands; and at Smerwick, where the Bo- 
mans and Irish were vanquished. After he was 
made Governor of Connaught, where he overthrew 
the Irish Scots, expelled the traitorous O'Rourke, 
suppressed divers rebellions, and that with small 
charges to Her Majesty, maintaining that pro- 
vince in a flourishing state by the space of thir- 
teen years : finally, for his good service, was 
made Marshal of Ireland, and General of Leinster, 
where, at Dublin, in an assiired faith in Christ, he 
ended this transitory life, the 19th of January, 
1598, set 70." 
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" This ia done by Sir John Bingley, sometime 

his servant" 

In the beginning of 1596, 0'Donnel again assem- 
bled his forces, to harass the English, and, enter- 
ing Connaught by the line of his former route, came 
to Bragh-Slieve, where, encamping for one night 
among the mountains, he determined on attaching 
the English garrison within the Abbey of Boyle. Tq 
effect this object, he directed a detachment to drive 
off the cattle which the English had, in order to decoy 
them, and draw them out of the enclosure and walls 
of the monastery, so as to enable his own forces to get 
between them and their fortress. O'Donnel himself 
proceeded to their aid by the borders of Lough Ar- 
row, and that part of the Curlews which approxi- 
mated to Boyle. " The English, that were at New- 
port, between Lough Ke and Lough Arrow, observed 
the speaking of the army as they passed, and they 
instantly began to discharge their heavy leaden 
balls, and to burn their powder, in order to give in- 
telligence to those in the monasteiy. When O'Don- 
nell had passed the South Curlews, he halted in a 
retired wood which was near the river, where he 
remained in ambush for the English until sunrise ;" 
but soon perceiving that the decoy he had designed 
was unsuccessful, he thereupon "passed with his 
soldiers straightforward through Magh-Ai, which 
was completely cleared by him, and, seizing upon all 
the cattle that had escaped the first spoiling, he 
proceeded to the brink of the Shannon, which he 
p2 
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crossed, and encamped at Mona8terioli8"(a). After 
this, aided by an auxiliary force of 600 Scots, com- 
manded by Mac Leod of Ara, O'Donnell again in- 
vaded the northern parts of Connaught, with ruinotxs 
results to the English, and even held a species of 
Court of Claims, where the contending lonis of the 
country were content to take their tides at his dis- 
pensation. In this way be caused " Teigue the 
swarthy, the son of Owen O'Dowd, to be proclaim- 
ed chief of Tir Fiachragh, and gave the title of 
O'Kelly to Ferdorcha, son of Callaghan, son of Do- 
nald, son of Hugh. He also gave the title of Mac 
Dermot of Moylurg to Conor, son of Teigue, son of 
Owen ; that of Mac Donough of Tir-Oliolla to Mau- 
rice the blind, son of Teigue ; thatof Mac Donough 
of Coran to R017, son of Hugh ; and of O'Hara Ri- 
avach to Felim, son of Corcashel. He likewise fixed 
O'Kuarc and Mac Dermot in their respective patri- 
monies, they having been expelled by the English ; 
and not to those only, but to every one of the Irish 
of Connaught who were similarly circumstanced, did 
he render a like service." In 1597 this too-justly 
exasperated and implacable enemy of English go- 
vernment, as administered in Ireland, led another fo- 
ray into Connaught, took many prisoners, and much 
valuable spoil, and, before his return to his own 
countiy, encountering O'Conor Sligo, and a strong 
army of English and Irish, he defeated them with 

(tt) MS. " Life of R«l Hugh CDonnel." 
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great slaughter. He then returned to Tyrconnel, 
and on hia departure Sir Conyers Clifford, who, on 
the removal of Sir Hichard Bingham (an individual 
particiUarly odious to the Irish), was appointed Go- 
vernor and President of Connaught, collected all the 
forces he could to support O'Conor, and that party of 
the Burkes who opposed Bed Hugh. With these 
forces the Deputy proceeded to attack Mac William 
Burte, and Eory O'Donnel, who, having intelligence 
of their movements, collected the cattle of the country, 
and though, in comparison to the EngllBh and their 
adherents, O'Donnel's confederates were few, they suc- 
ceeded in driving off the spoil into Tyrconnel, but not 
without some loss of men. The Lord Justice there- 
upon ordered Sir Conyers to pursue them with all his 
forces, and to destroy and plunder that district The 
place appointed for the assembling of these forces was 
Boyle ; there they mustered twenty-two regiments 
of infantry, and tenregimentsof cavalry, armed with 
coats of mad, and all arms, ammunition, and other 



Prom Boyle the army of Sir Conyers marched to 
SUgo, and thence to the Eiver Erne, after crossing 
which by a ford, they were vigorously opposed by 
O'Donnel's troops, when Morogh O'Brien, Baron of 
Inchiquin, was killed by a musket-ball ; thence the 
Governor marched to Easroa, near Ballyshannon, 
and, fixing his head-quiu-ters in its monastery, he 
besieged Ballyshannon, but in tMs attempt met with 
unexpected resistance, and had numbers of his best 
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troops and officere killed or wounded ; whereupon 
lie was forced to make a precipitate retreat, subject 
to the close pursuit of O'Donnel, and the friends 
who had crowded to his assietance from all quarters. 
Not long after this, Ked Hugh, receiving intelligence 
that the Lord Justice (Lord Brough), who had as- 
sumed the conunand of the armj of the north, was 
on his march with a powerful army to attack O'Neill, 
again collected his forces, and marched to the assis- 
tance of that chieftain, whom he joined before the 
English could reach Armagh. The two armies soon 
encountered, when the Earl of Kildare, who was 
with the Lord Justice, was killed, and the English 
army defeated. The Lord Justice, baffled in his in- 
tentions, and himself severely wounded, returned 
towardsDubliuibutdiedofhis wouudsatNewiy. Bed 
Hugh thereupon again marched into Connaught,and 
plundered and destroyed the territories of O'Conor 
Roe, and other chiefs who had joined with Sir Co- 
nyers. In 1598 he came into the County of Sligo, 
and, partly by threats and partly by persuasions, pre- 
vailed upon the Mac Donoughs to sell the town and 
castle of Ballymote to him and his successors for 
ever, for £400 in money and 300 cows ; the town 
being accordingly dehvered up to him, he made it 
his principal residence duringthe remainder ofhis life. 
In the following year (not, however, without many 
achievements of active warfare in the interval, but 
in scenes not connected with this history), he received 
intelhgence, that Sir Conyers Chfford was preparing 
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to attack him with a numerous host of English, as- 
sisted by O'Conor SUgo and all his adherents; upon 
hearing which O'Donnel assembled all his forces at 
' Ballymote, and his first step was to lay close siege to 
O'Conor Sligo, in the casde of Culmine, on the banks 
of the Avonmore. When the Earl of Essex, then 
Lord Deputy, heard to what straits O'Conor Sligo 
was thus reduced, he sent to Sir Conyers to meet 
him in Fercal, where, on consultation, the relief of 
O'Conor was decided upon, with all necessary aids. 
O'Donnel, on the other side, pressed the siege more 
closely, while himself led a detachment, not imme- 
diately engaged in that blockade, to the Curlew 
mountains, in the hope that the Governor, with his 
English and Irish forces, would march that way, to 
attack him. Here, however, he remained with his 
army for the space of two months, before the Go- 
vernor had collected his full complement of troops, 
or otherwise completed his preparations ; the wishes 
of Sir Conyers being then accomplished, as he waa 
willing to think, he too rashly boasted that he would, 
on an early dayi force his way through and destroy 
the army of O'Donnel. Red Hugh prepared for his 
reception, and, on the evening before the battle (as 
the biographer of the interesting manuscript entitled 
" The Life of Red Hugh O'Donnel" relates), he, in 
an energetic speech, excited his people to resist to 
the last, and resign their Hves sooner than permit 
their inveterate enemies to triumph. In the battle of 
the ensuing day, although the EngUsh were much 
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more numerous, and better prepared than die Irish, 
yet were they defeated with immense loss. Amongst 
the 6lain on their side were Sir Conyers Clifford, 
and several officers of distinction, while die loss on" 
the other was comparatively trifling ; all the trea- 
sures of the English fell into the hands of the 
victors. 

Sir John Harrington (the ttanslator of Ariosto), 
who had come over to this country as a captain in 
the service of Queen Elizabeth, gives the following 
accoimt of this engagement: "The Governor of Con- 
naught (SirConyers) would needs undertake a jour- 
ney to Sligo, with twenty-one weak companies that 
were not 1400 strong, and a less proportion of horse 
than had been requisite for such a purpose, and yet, 
out of his too much haste and courage, after two 
long days' march, with small rest and less repast, he 
would needs draw his men to set upon the enemy, 
in a place of great disadvantage, called the ' Cur- 
lews,' where, though the enemy was at first re- 
pulsed, yet at last, their numbers increasing, and 
our munition failing, or some secret cause, that we 
know not, dismaying the footmen, they fell all in 
rout; the Governor and Sir Alexander Radcliffe were 
slwn, ere they could come to their rescue. Some of 
our horse gave a desperate charge upon the hill 
among rocks and bogs, where never horse was seen 
to chai^ before ; it is verily thought they had 
all been cut in pieces — at least lost all their colours, 
so that, if reputation were to be challenged, when so 
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great losa accompanied it, we might take upon us to 
have won some honour ; having, as Sir Henry Da- 
vers did pleasantly write to Sir Griffith Markham, 
not Roman citizens but rascal soldiers, who, so their 
commanders had been eaved.had been worthy to have 
been half hanged for dieir rascal cowardliness ; nei- 
ther was this good service of ours unptud, for, beside 
the loss of two or three good horse, and better men, 
Sir Grififtn Markham was shot through the arm with 
a musket ; and, though fae bore the hurt admirable 
well for a day or two, and especially at the instant, 
yet ever since he hath kept his bed of it, and hath 
been in danger of his arm by the hurt, and of his 
life by an ague ; but now he is, I hope, out of dan- 
ger of both, and safe at Dublin(a)." , 

Sir John Harrington, in a subsequent letter to Sir i 
Anthony Standen, from Athlone, writes more fuUy on 
this interesting subject : " I doubt not but many pens 
and tongues utter, after many fashions, the report of 
our late unfortunate journey, but yet I thought it not 
amies to write you this brief narrative of it, which I 
may say ' Quieque ipse misserrima vidi, et quorum 
pars ixna fiii' On Sunday last the Governor marched 
with one and twenty companies or coIoiuib (for in- 
deed some of them were but mere colours of com- 
panies, having sixty for a hundred and fifty), from 
Tulsk, eight miles beyond Roscommon, to the Abbey 
of Boyle, some fourteen miles ; and hearing belike 

(a) HarriDgton's Nugte Antiquce, Tol. ii. p- 12. 
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that the enemy was but weak in the Curlews, and 
that they expected not his coming (because Captain 
Cosby the day before came from Boyle to RoBcom- 
mon), on this account the Governor (God blesB him) 
resolved to possess the Fare that night, being two 
miles from the Abbey. This was against the minda 
of most of the captains, the soldiers being weaiy and 
&sting, insomuch that they speak for meat ere they 
went up, but tie Governor promised them they 
should have beef enough at night, and so drew them 
on, but many, God wit, lost their stomachs before 
supper. The order was this: Captain Lyster led 
the forlorn hope ; Sir Alexander Radclife and his 
regiment had the vanguard; my Lord of Dublin led 
the battel; Sir Arthur Savage the rear: the horse 
were appointed to stand in a little pastiu^ at the foot 
of the hill, to the intent that, when the Pare had 
been cleared, they might have come up. After our 
men had gone up the hill and entered part of the 
Pare, the rebels began to play upon them from a bar- 
ricado that they had made, but our men soon beat 
them from it, and so moimtinghigh, Sir Alexander 
Badcliffe very bravely beat them out of a thin wood, 
into a bog on the left side of the Pare, and we, who 
Btood at the foot of the hill, might see them, and all 
men thought the Pare had been ours, but, after the 
skirmish had lasted an hour and a half, very hot, and 
our shot had expended all our powder, the vanguard 
wheeled about in such a &8hion, that what with that 
and some strange and causeless fear, that fell upon 
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OUT men, the vatiguard fell into the battel, and in ' 
conclusion all fell in rout, and no man could stay 
them; the Governor himself^ labouring to turn them, 
lost his breath, his voice, his strength, and last of all, 
his life. How it can be answered at home by such 
as it concerned most, I know not, but so vile and 
base a part I think was never played among so many 
men, that have been thought of some desert. But 
now the horse, standing at the foot of the hill, and 
seeing through the woods and glades some disorder, 
though not suspecting so ill as it was, 'charged up 
the hill another way that lay on the left, if it may be 
called a way, that had stones in it six or seven feet 
broad, lying above ground, and plashes of bogs be- 
tween them; but with this charge we made the 
enemy retire, whereby all the foot and colours came 
off, but we bought this small reputation (if so it will 
be taken) very dearly, for our own commander of 
the horse had his arm broken with a shot, and had 
another shot through his clothes, and some seven or 
eight horse more killed, and several proper men. 
Captain Jephson was next to Sir Griffith Markham, in 
the head of Lord Southhampton's troops, and charged 
very gallantly. I would not, for all the land I have, 
but I had been well horsed: I verily think the idle 
faith, which possesses the Irishry, concerning magic 
and witchcraft, seized our men and lost the victory; 
for when my cousin. Sir Henry Harrington, in a 
treacherous parley with Rorie Ogie, a notable rebel, 
was taken and conveyed to his habitation a prisoner, 
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his Mends, not complying with the terms offered for 
his ransom, sent a large band to his rescue, which 
the rebel, seeing to siuxound his house, rose in his 
shirt, and gave Sir Henry fourteen grievous wounds, 
then made his way through the whole band and es- 
caped, notwithstanding hk walls were only mud, 
such was their panic, as verily thinking he effected 
all by dint of witchery, and had by magic compelled 
them not to touch him. And this belief doth much 
daunt our soldiers, when they come to deal with the 
I Irishiy, as I can well perceive from their discourse. 
/ Tou will hear more from other captains of further 
/ advanceB(o)." The castles of Boyle, Roscommon, 
Athlone, Tulsk, and Ballinasloe, were then held at 
Her Majesty's charges, and for her service, but such 
terrors did the above event excite in London, that 
Rowland Whyte, in a letter to Sir Robert Sydney, 
says : " The news from Ireland is so desperate, that it 
grieves my soul to write of them. Conor Sligo is 
revolted, the Abbey of the Boyle deUvered to the 
rebel; the Irish run to Tyrone in great niimbers; 
the English so appalled with this intended journey 
to the north, that most part keep their beds; ajid the 
forces, the Lord General can take with him for this 
dangerous service, will not exceed 4,000 foot, and 
500 horse. I thank God you went not thither"(i). 
Fynes Moryson relates that, after the successful 



(a) Harrington's Nugie Antique, voL iL p. 20, &c. 
(ft) Sydnq- Stote Letters, ToI.iL p. 114, 
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charge made by Captain Jephson, the Queen's men 
" had leisxire to retire over a ford into a plain, where 
the carriages were, and thence to the Abbey of the 
Boyle, being very near the place. Afterwards the 
rebels began to charge our horse, but, their powder 
being almost spent, Captain Jephson safely retired, 
with the loss of some few horses. But the Lord of 
Dunkellin, Sir Arthur Savage, Captain John Jeph- 
son, and many of the best judgment, considering the 
Governor was lost, our troops utterly dismayed, Mid 
O'DonneU come down with all his forces into those 
places, thought fit our men should retire to their gar- 
risons ; so Captain Jephson all that night kept the 
ford, while our foot, in the silent night, retired ; and 
in the morning, when they were in safety, he, with 
the horse under his command, went softly after them 
to the Castle of Athlone. It is Btrange^ the rebels then 
present being but some 200 men, andmost of our men 
being old soldiers, how this defeat could be given ; 
but small accidents in military afiairs are often causes 
of strange and great events, for I have heard this 
mischance fully attributed to an unorderly turning 
of the whole body of the van, which, though it were 
toward the enemy, being mistaken by some com- 
mon soldiers for a flight, it caused a general rouL" 

" A Brief Relation of the Defeat on the Curlews," 
embodied in Dymmok's " Treatice of Ireland," be- 
fore alluded to, states the forces commanded in this 
action by Sir Conyers Clifford, as 1,900 men under 
25 ensigns, and about 200 English and Irish horse ; 
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that he entered the Curlewa on the 15th of August, 
1599, about 4 o'clock in the afternoon; that "the 
vanguard was conducted by Sir Alexander Badclifie ; 
that the Lord of Dimkellin, son to the Earl of Clan- 
rickard, followed with the battel ; and Sir Arthur 
Savage brought up the rear-guard, while the horse 
(where also the baggage was left) had directions to 
stand between the Abbey of Boyle and the entrance 
into the passage, under the command of Sir Griffin 
Markbam, until the same should be freed by the 
foot". . . " Things being thus ordered, the vanguard, 
followed by the battel and rear guard, advanced in 
short time by a narrow way betwixt two large bogs, 
to the side of a wood half a mile broad, through 
which lieth a highway, so broad as it giveth liberty 
for twelve men to march in front, the same rising 
equally and gently, until it hath passed the wood, 
where it is carried upon the side of a high hiU, 
which it leaveth on the left hand, and the hill and 
ground adjoining being a main bog, upon the right 
hand lieth a thick wood, not more than musket shot 
from the same." ..." Sir Alexander Badcliffe, al- 
though he was, in the beginning of the skirmish, 
shot in the face, yet continued to spend all his pow- 
der upon the enemy,and, no supply coming unto him, 
prepared to charge them with a small ntunber of such 
choice pikes, as would either voluntarily follow him, 
or were by him called forth by name from the body 
of the vanguard ; but, before he could come to join 
with them he had the use of a leg taken from him 
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with the stroke of a bullet, by which ill fortune he 
was forced to retire, sustained upon the arms of two 
gentlemen, one of which, receiving the like hurt, 
died in the place, as did also himself soon after, being 
shot through the body with a bullet." ..." On the 
example of his turning bead, the vanguard fled in 
such rout, that it discomfited the battel with the 

sight and in a moment put all in confusion, 

which disorder the Governor, endeavouring (but in 
vain) to reform, whilst he had any strength left in 
him, was, after much fruitless travel, sustained breath- 
less upon the arms of Sir John Mac Sweeny, and 
Captain Oliver Burke's lieutenant ; who, perceiving 
the disordered flight of the whole army (despauring 
to save their Uves by other means) persuaded him to 
retire himself with them, when he, reprovmg the 
baseness of his men, replied, Roman like, that he 
would not overlive that day's ignominy; but thataffec- 
tion, which moved Sir John Mac Sweeny to use en- 
treaties, persuaded him nowto practice force, by which 
they carried him from the pursuing rebels some few 
paces, where, with a consideration of the vile doings of 
his men, which he often repeated, he broke from them 
in a fury, and turning head, alone made head to the 
whole troops of pursuers, in the midst of whom, after 
he was struck through the body with a pike, he died 
fighting, consecrating, by an admirable resolution, 
the memoty of his name to immortality, and leaving 
the example of his virtue to be entitled by all ho- 
nourable posterity. There died, likewise, Godred 
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Tyrwhit, brother to Mr. Robert Tjrwhit, of Eettlebj, 
fighting by the side of Sir Alexander Radcliffe, of 
whom cannot be said less than, that he hath left be- 
hind him an eternal testimony of his nobleness of 
spirit, which he had derived irom an honourable fa- 
mily. But these went not alone, for they were ac- 
companied to the gates of death by divers worthy." 

" This defeat was given by O'Rourke and Mac 

Dermot, O'Donnel being there, but came not to 
fight, to whom the Governoi^s head was sent that 
night for a p^sent; his body was conveyed to a 
monastery not far from thence, as appeareth by Mac 
Dennot's letter to die Constable of Boyle, which is 
censured by Sir John Harrington, to be barbarous 
for the Latin, but civil for the sense : — 'Constabulario 
de Boyle salutem: scias, quod ego traduxi corpus - 
Gubematoris ad monasterium Sanctte Trinitatis, 
propter ejus dilectioneiQ et ali& de caus&; si velitis 
mihi redire meos captivos ex predicto corpore, quod 
paratus sum ad conferendum vobia ipsum, alias se- 
pultus erit honeste in predicto monasterio, et sic 
vale! Scriptxmi apud Gaywash, 15 August, 1599. 
Interim pone bonimi linteamen ad predictum corpus, 
et, si velitis sepelire omnes alios nobiles, non impe- 
diam vob erga eos. 

" ' Mac Dermod.' 

" By this letter," continues the relation, " is too 
truly interpreted a troublesome dream of the Gover- 
nor's, which he had, about a year before this defeat, 
when, being wakened by his wife out of an unquiet 
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Bleep, be recounted unto her, that he thought him- 
self to have been taken prisoner by O'Donnel, and 
that certain religious men, of compassion, conveyed 
him into their monastery, where they concealed him; 
and so indeed, as be dreamed, or rather prophesied, 
the monastery hath his body, the world his fame, 
and his friends the want of his virtue." O'Sullivan, 
in his " Compendium," &c., mainly attributes the vic- 
tory to the coming up of O'Ruarc, with a body of 
400 foot, at the moment of panic, and he states the 
loss of the royalists as 400, being chiefly Englishmen 
or Anglo- Irish of Meath, and that of the " Catholics" 
as 140 wounded and missing. It may be added, 
from the Biography of O'Donnel, that when O'Conor 
Sligo was convinced, by the sight of the head of Sir 
Conyers Clifford, that the Grovemor was killed, and 
the English army defeated, he sent a messenger to 
O'Donnell, requesting peace on any terms, and many 
others, that were theretofore tdlies of the English 
cause, submitted on the victor's terms, while Red 
Hugh laid the country, as far as the gates of Galway, 
under contribution, and " the terror of his name ex- 
tended from Galway to Loop-Head." The Earl of 
Essex, immediately afterwards retired from the go- 
vernment of Ireland, leaving the following feeble 
array for the protection of Connaught : the Earl of 
Clanrickard, having 50 horse; the Provost-Marshal, 
10; Sir Theobald Dillon, 15; and Captain Geoi^ 
Blount, 12: while of foot, the Earl of Clanrickard 
commanded 100; Lord Dunkellin, 150; Sir Arthur 
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Savage, 200; Sir Thomaa Burke, 100; Sir Gerald 
Harvey, 150; Sir Hugh CConor, 100; Sir Theobald 
Dillon, 100; Captain Badby, 150; Captain Richard 
Plunket, 150; Captain Moatyn, 100; Captain Tybot- 
ne-Long, 100; Captain Walter Floyd, 150; Captain 
Thomas Roper, 150 ; Captain Oliver Burke, 100 ; 
Captain Thomas Burke, 100 ; and Capt^ David 
Bourke, 100(a). A contemporaneous calculation of 
" the rebela," engaged gainst the Queen in this war, 
states, in reference to this vicinity: "In Roscom- 
mon coimty, CConor Don, Mac Dermot, O'Biian, 
O'Hanly, O'Flanagan, Mac Sweeny, Mac Hugh Duff 
Daly, and O'Kelly, 500 foot and 30 horse.— In 
Counties Leitrim and Sligo, Mac Ranell, O'Dowde, 
O'Hara, O'Harte, Mac Donough, and O'Gara, 300 
foot and 30 horse; O'Ruarc, with his followers, 
600 foot, and 60 horse. — In Sligo the four sons of 
O'Madden, whose father was killed lately in action, 
50 foot, Sec. Not many years afterwards a road was 
cut through this then almost inaccessible district, by 
Sir George, the surviving brother of Sir Richard 
Bingham, firom whom descended, in the fourth gene- 
ration. Sir John Bingham of Castlebar, who married 
the granddaughter of William Sarsfield, elder bro- 
ther of the celebrated Patrick Earl of Lucan, a con- 
nexion that led to the ennobling of Sir John Bing- 
ham's son and heir, Sir Charles Bingham, by the 
title of Lord Lucan. 

(a) Morjrton's Itinenuy, p. 42 
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In May, 1601, the Lord Deputy (Mounljoy) and 
the Council, in their disposal of tiie Queen's forces 
for the ensuing sunimeT's service, appoiDted, that 
1,000 foot and 60 horse should be left at the Abbey 
of Boyle, " under the command of the late Lord of 
Dunkellin, now Earl of Clanrickard," their ins tructions 
being to infest O'Conor Sligo, and to keep CRuarc 
from joining O'Donnel, "which served to further our 
new plantation at Ballyshannon, where a garrison 
was newly planted, and Sir Henry Ffolliot was made 
governor thereof"(a). Immediately afterwards Sir 
Oliver Lambert, being Governor of Connaught, had 
some skirmishes with the Irish hereabout, as thus 
alluded to in a letter of 12th September, 1602, 
from the Lord Deputy to him, dated at Newry. — 
" Sir, yesterday, at my coming to this town, your 
messenger delivered me your letters, containing a 
relation of your proceedings, since your going to the 
Abb^ of Boyle, where, and in your return thence, 
I perceive you have had some knocking on both 
sides, and, the rebels being so many, as you note, I 
have good cause to be glad you sped so well, and 
parted with bo good reputation to our side, and so 
little loss withal, which, I doubt not, proceeded 
chiefly fr^Dm your good command and managing of 
that business, for which I may not omit to yield you 
many thanks, neither will I be sparing to testify so 
much, where it may most redound to your due and 

(a) HoTywHi'B Ireland, pp. 103, 209. 
Q2 
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well-deserved commendatioQ; yet must I withal note, 
that it somewhat grieves me to observe so great an 
alteration in those, that of late seemed desirous (or 
at least not unwilling) to receive Her Majesty's 
mercy, for that I have some reason to be doubtful 
that this sudden change proceedeth not altogether 
out of a certain expectation of Spanish succours, but 
out of some opinion they have conceived of a pur- 
pose you have, to dispossess the principtd men of 
their lands and livings, and to get the same into Her 
Majesty's hands, by indictments and offices to be 
found thereof, and, if they once entertain such a 
conceit, they will assuredly put up all to any ha- 
zard, and to their uttermost means shun to be re- 
claimed"(o). 

In 1604, Martin Lisle had a grant of the site of 
the late monastery of Canons of Inchvickreeny, oa 
the bank of Lough Ke, in the coimtry of Moylurg, 
with the following parcels of their possessions, viz., 
a certain island there, contaioing one acre (having 
thereon a ruinous church, and the walls of two de- 
cayed houses); and three quarters ofland, called the 
" Three Quarters of Drum," upon the banks of said 
lough ; one quarter of wood or moimtain, parcel of 
the great hill called the " Curlew," with the tithes 
of said four quarters; the vicarages of Ballymagrie, 
Dromyn, Aghocarre, &c. On the 12th of May, in 
the same year, an inquisition was taken concerning 

(a) MoiTBon's Ireland, p. 240. 
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the monasteiy of Boyle, in Mac Dermot'e country, 
when the jurore found that it contained one acre of 
land, on which are certain stone walls, a church, a 
tower, a belfiy, a cloister, hall, dormitory, cemetery, 
6 gardens, and other waste houses and edifices ; 3 
waste hoiises, with the appurtenances, in the town 
of Boyle; 200a. arable, and 160a. mountain pasture, 
in said town; 60a. pasture in Conor-o-booly, in 
O'Conor Eoe's country; 70a. arable, and 120a. moun- 
tain in Grange-Mulcomy, in the Maghery; 40a. ara- 
ble, and 30a. mountain pasture, in the town of Tulsk, 
County Roscommon; 60a. arable, and 120 pasture, 
brushwood, and bog in Grange-Munteriolis, in Mac 
Sanell's country, County Leitrim ; 6 cottages in 
Grangenemanagh and Templenemanagh, in Mac 
Donough's country of Corran; 120a. arable, 140a. 
pasture, wood, and bog, with certain parcels of land 
called Careuolia, in said townlands and fields of 
Grangenemanagh and Templenemanagh, in the 
Coimty Sligo ; 6 cottages in the townlands of great 
and little Grange, in Tyreragh, in the country com- 
monly called O'Dowd's country; 60a. arable, 160a. 
pasture in Great and Little Grange; a castle and 8 
cottages, with the appurtenances, in the town of. 
Grange of Coultirrie; 80a. arable and 180a. pasture 
and bog in the town of Coulkirrie; a new castle built 
by Hugh O'Harte, and 7 cottages in the town of 
Grange, in O'Conor Sligo'e country; 30a. arable and 
40a. pasture and bog in the town of Grange ; and a 
chief rent issuing out of 180a. arable in Mac Der- 
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mot's cotmtiy ; all which are thereby found to be 
parcels t^the posseBsions of the late Abbey of Boyle, 
as are likewise the rectory and tithes of the parish 
church of Boyle, extending into the townlands and 
fields of Boyle ; the rectory and tithes of the parish 
church of Kilnemanagh, in Mac Dermot's country, 
extending into the townlands and fields of Kilnema- 
nagh, Ballynagal, Finisciin, and other wastes ; the 
chapelries and tithes of the Grange of Conor-o-booly, 
Grange-O'Midconiy, Tulsk, Grange-Munteriolis, 
Templenemanagh, Grangenemanagh, near Bally* 
mote; Grangemore,Grangebeg,Coulkirrie, and otiier 
waste towns, Tillages, and hamlets, and the fields of 
the same ; the rectory of the parish of Tumna, in 
Mac Dermot's country ; the rectory of the parish 
church of Killummod, in the same country, all which 
premises, as this inquisition finds, have been demised 
by Queen Elizabeth in 1583, to William Usher, for 
a term of 21 years, and, on the expiration thereof^ 
were demised by King James for 21 other years, to 
John St Barbe, subject to which subsisting interest 
they were, on the 4th of December next after the 
date of the above inquisition, demised, by a rever- 
• sionaiy lease, to John King and John Bingley, and 
after their surrender, in 1606, were granted exclu- 
sively to said John King, by patent of the 20th of 
November, 1617. A subsequent inquisition of Ist 
April, 1606, foirnd that the Abbot of Boyle was 
seised of 2 quarters of TuUagh ; 1 of Muckmoyne ; 
the quarters of Ardkeran, Athgrange, Knockdoo* 



id By Google 



THE BARONY OT BOTLB. 231 

more, Ballytrasna, Carrowgeera, Carrownegrange, 
Tullaghboy, Carrowgarruff, and Clonnonna; 2 quar- 
ters of Leyme; ^ quarter of Innevanny; \ quarter of 
Loughnedoe, all adjacent to the demesne lands of 
the Abbey; also 12 other quarters within the terri- 
tory of Moylurg, viz. : Derrymaguirk, Ardmore, Ard- 
veghan, Lecarrow, ArdBillagh, Knockabroe, Knock- 
doe-Mannagh,Knocknecloygli,Grange-Beagh,Tinne- 
carra; the ^ quarter of Loughcarro-ne-sure; ^ quar- 
ter of Carrowvelane; ^ quarter Lisogevoge, also the 
following granges in said county: Mulconry's grange, 
4 quarters ; Rull, in O'Conor Roe'a country, 1 quar- 
ter; Lishenishell, near Clonpucken, 5 quarters; the 
grange of Tulsk, 2 quarters ; grange in O'Fallon s 
country, 2 quarters ; 24 eel-weirs on the Kiver 
Boyle, viz., at Carrowmore, CMxane-Braher, Car- 
ra-iconc^her, Carradroighed, Carrarillan, Shragh-na- 
moyle, Carraiall, two at Carra-bK^hues, Carrane- 
tuchan, Canane-cizrratan, Curracap-cashel, Dough- 
carra, two at Isselyn, Carrane-Leyme, the two Un- 
chins, Carrane Pruyt, Carra-sagard, Carra-gurteen, 
Carranecreeve, Carraneddon, and Carrane-soppe; 
with all the tithes, great and small, of the aforesaid 
lands and weirs; a moiety of the tithes, viz.: the 
rector's part in the parish of Killummod, extending 
into four townlands; the moiety of Tuemonia, extend- 
ing into 5j^ townlands; the townland and a half of 
Ballyworchill: and that the said Abbot was also seised 
of Loughurt alias Longfort, 2^ townlands; and the 
vicarage of Isselyn, viz., the fourth part of the tithes; 
all which premises were, by patent of Jime, 1609, 
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granted for the term of 116 years, to John King and 
John Bingley, Esquires. 

Another inquisition of 22nd Maj, 9th James I. 
finds the Trine de Cloncagh, one quarter, and the 
third of another quarter in the parish Towewr, and 
barony of Coran, with a ruined cliapel, or small 
church, did belong to this Abbey, as did also Alty- 
ferenan, one quarter j Grangemore, 3 quarters ; 
Grangebeg, 4 quarters; 3 quarters of Bragh-Slieve, 
and Templemanagb, 4 quarters; Grange, 4q\iarters; 
and Cpwlesiemanagh, 1 quarter. And lastly, an in- 
quisition, of 27th November following, records that 
4 quarters of Cowrine-Sleight, near Knocknaree, ap- 
pertained to this Abbey. The monastery of Cantms 
of the Holy Trinity of Lough Ke was, at this time, 
seised of Trienrosbime, and a quarter of land called 
TuUaghmoyle-beg, in the County of Sligo, and of the 
rectory and rectorial tithes of Clanarvey, in the 
County Leitrim. 

These inquisitions were succeeded by the follow- 
ing grants of monastic and other possessions, within 
this district In December, 1606, Edward Crofton, 
eon of John Crofton (the previous lessee), had a 
grant from King James, of (inter aha) the site of 
the late monastery or priory of the Holy Trinity of 
Canons, in Mac Dermot's country, otherwise Moy- 
lurg, within the island of the Holy Trinity of Loiigh 
Ee, containing half an acre, and a small house, 3 
gardens, and the walls of a church; the said island, 
with its appurtenances ; 3 cottages, 60a. arable, and 
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40a. pasture, underwood and bog, in Ealvorine; a 
chiefry of 3«. 4rf. out of the grange of Tirerowne; 
parcel of the estate of the s^d priory of Lough Ke; 
the rectories and tithes of Kilvorine, Coren and Tire- 
hoill, in Mac Donough's country; the vicarageB and 
tithes of Isertsnowe (Esterenow), and Kilvickowen, 
in Mac Dermot's country, to hold same for 60 years, 
at a rent of £2 10*., Irish, five pecks of com being 
reserved to the Crown "out of Lough Ke," to be 
delivered in Athlone, on the feast of the Purification, 
for which this patentee was to deduct of the rent 
2s. Sd. for each peck; and to maintain an able horse- 
man for the defence of Ireland; all which premises, 
with others, the Bald Edward conveyed to family 
uses- in 1619. In the following year, the before- 
mentioned John King, Esq , then styled of die City 
of Dublin (ancestor of Viscount Lorton), had a grant 
of {inter alia) the entire island of Bally-Mac-Manus, 
with iovi qiiarters of iree land thereto adjoiuing(a), 
parcel of the estate of Rory Roe Mac Manus, of the 
same att^ted ; and two quarters of Finiakhn, in 
the barony of Moylurg, parcel of the estate of Dow- 
altie Mac Teigue Mac Rory of the same, slain in 
rebellion. In June, 1608, Conor Mac Dermott Roe 
had a grant of four carucates, or quarters, in Ca- 
magh; two carucates in Levallinegowline ; two in 



(a) This seems to refer to the island in Laugh Ueelsgh, and 
the endowment of tennon lands to Kilronui (the Mac Hanas's 
country), mentioned ante, p. 134. 



id By Google 



234 msTOBT. 

LeTaUiDesragliB; one in Carrickedrahine; four quar- 
ten in EilTictriena; half a carucate and half a car- 
troninFaus; one quarter in Ardglass; half aquarter 
in Corroghgower; a quarter in Caheromore-idrean ; 
a chiefry of £1 6«. 8d., out of Cloneboyah; 6*. 8d. 
out of Agholatiffe ; 6jf. Sd. out of CarroweraxMna; 
6^. Bd. out of Aghacarrie; £5 6s. 8d. out of Kil- 
victriena ; and 6s. Sd. out of Carrow-aghnasuni, all 
in EngliBh money, with license to hold a &ir on 
Sl John the Baptist's Day and the day afler, and a 
Thoreday market at Eilmactraney, without rent, to 
hold for ever, as of the Castle of Dublin, in common 
socage(a). In July, 1611, Rickard, Earl ofClan- 
rickard, passed patent for the late cell of nuna of 
Ardcame, with a quarter and a half of land, and di- 
vers gardens, in Ardcame and Isertsnow, thereto 
belonging; the rectory and tithes of Ardcame (ex- 
cepting the three towns of Long-fort), extended to 
three couples yearly, as parcel of the estate of the 
monastery of Killcreonata These parcels had been 
previously granted by Queen Elizabeth, in 1593, to 
Terence O'Byme, in fee. 
In January, 1613, Richard Mapother(() had a 

(a) Patent Boll, 5 James L 

(6) The deacendants of this indlTidual have been long located 
in the County Roscommon, and appear to be now the only re- 
preBentatires of a line, that seems to have preceded even the Con^ 
querot in England. The original name, "Mapledere," was a 
Saxon appellation, indicative of a district foieeted with maple- 
trees, and as such was applied to that which, on the Domesday 
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Eoyal grant oTooe quarter in Carrowardmore; one 
third of the town and lands of Trianamarly; four 

Sorvey is called Mapoadre, in Dorsetshire, since made parochial, 
and from which the family of Uapother derives its origin. On 
that great inqiuBition it was found to be then held, partly by the 
Earl of Moreton (a maternal brother of the Conqueror), partly by 
his son, William de En, but the lands in lordship, "and the 
meadow and the wood," oontinaed to he rested in Bollo the 
Saxon from the time of Edward the Confessor, he being, as ex- 
pressed on the roll, a "Thane of the King," aa those thanes were 
pre-eminently styled, who held high dignities under the Crown. 
They wei^ accotmted of a ran^ with the Norman barons, and 
their titles, being also hereditary, descended with the land, eren 
after the Conquest. A successor of this Thane called, after the 
Norman fashion, "Johnde Slaypodre," granted arergateofland, 
with the abore *' meadow," to the Knights Hospitallers, which, it 
is recorded, the Prior of that order aUenated from his fraternity 
in 11S9. In 1270, Siward, styled " de Mapledurham," had a 
Royal license of absence and protection {Bymer'g Foedera), in the 
character of a crusader ; abont which time, as appears from that 
valuable repository, the "Testa de Neville," on inquisition then 
taken, "Elyas de Ualpedrye" was proved to have inherited a 
knight's fee within the Hundred of Godiston, in Dorsetshire, 
"from the time of the Conquest;" and in 1346, "Jamea,sonof 
Peter de Mapedre," was patron of the parish church of Mapow' 
der, the locality before alluded to as in Dorsetshire. This family 
afterwords branched into Somersetshire, as appears from Collin- 
son's History thereof ; while Gilbert's, of Cornwall, relates that 
about the dose of the fifteenth century, the manor of Peldew, in 
that county, having been lorfeited by John Yere, Earl of Oxford, 
passed to the family of Mapowder. In the subsequent century. 
Sir Thomas Mapother, Knight, was settled in Dorsetshire, and 
became the founder of the Irish line, as shewn hereafter. A 
branch of the family was then also established at Holsworthy and 
Pyeworthy, in Devoushiie, whose descent, for five preceding ge- 
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quarters id Eilronan; four qiiarters in KUcoUa^; 
ODe in CaiTowcruDe; one in Carrowcarnuie; one in 

nentioiu, is given in a Visitation of tlut coont^, held in 1620, 
two years after which the will of Wilmota Uapowder, of Hols- 
wortby, was proved in the Consistorial Conrt of Exeter. In the 
time of Charles the Secxmd, as noted by Lyson, TrenuuA, in the 
parish ofWithiel, and County of Cornwall, was purchased by the 
Mspother family. In 1722, Koger Mapowder, of the Deyonshire 
line, was boried at Pyeworthy, where a monument is erected in 
the church to his memory, and the name can be traced within 
that county down to a very recent period ; but, on the mostdili- 
gent inquiry, all those English lines appear to bare sunk into ob- 
scurity, whereby this ancient Ikmily is now only projected in the 
Irish descendants of the above Sir Thomss Mapother, aliat May- 
powder. Bicbard, one of his younger boos, was baptized at the 
parodiial church of fiingham-MicUehsm, so corruptly called 
&om being the manor of the Binghams of Melcomb, from the time 
of Edward the fiecond. It is situated within the parish of West 
Stafford, in Dorsetshire, and from it went forth, in the time of 
Qaeen Elizabeth, Sir Bichard Binghsjn, and his brother. Sir 
Geoi^ before-mentioned in this History. With the former, a 
short time previous to the projected Armada invasion, the said 
Eichard Mapother passed into Ireland, and, when his countryman 
and patron was appointed President over the six newly-created 
counties of Connaught, in 1584, Mapother, under his auspices, 
was promoted to a captaincy of horse, and had a grant from 
Queen Elizabeth of some of the lands in the southern parts of the 
County BoBCommon, still in the possession of his descendants. He 
obtained also, in the firstyear of the reign of King James, a lease 
from the Crown of the site and precincts of the Monastery of 
Cong, with 300a. in Cong, and a water-mill, and two weirs ; 
247a. in Crevagh ; 24eA. in Cross ; 260a. in Kihnoghome ; the 
rectories and tithes of Cong, Kilmolare, Templeoron, Kilmore, 
and other spiritual and temporal possessions of Cong Abbe^, in 
the Counties of Mayo and Sligo ; the site and predncte of the 
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Port; one quarter, with a small island, in Artagh; 
one in Clontowad; one in Clogamey, and lialfa 

Frioiy of BaUintobber ; 220a. in Ballintobber ; 260a. in Lyu- 
lane ; the rectories, cbiircheB, and tithes of Bollintobber and 
Dromenenagli, parcel of the poBsesuoas of said priory, in the 
County Mayo ; the site and predncts of the Priory of Annagh- 
coyne, aliaa Annaghdoyne, with 6a. in Annaghdoyne ; 76a. in 
Liadugh ; 31a. in ShankiU and Muckres ; 40a. in Owie ; 20a. in 
Knocken ; a roinoiu chapel and 12a. in the Isle of Aran ; and 
certain chief-rents, parcel of the poesessions of said priory ; the 
rectory, church, or chapel of Ballinacourt, in Clanrickord, with 
certain tithes thereto belonging. He had also agraut of a qoartex 
of land appertaining to the chapeliy of Caldriwolagh, within the 
Barony of Boyle. He married Mai^ret, daughter of Captain 
Thotnaa Woodhoose, of a family then established in StaSbrdBhire, 
and theretofore recognized, in Norfolk, even from the Conquest. 
Bichard by this marriage acquired, as recorded in an ancient pe- 
digree, considerable estates, which, being incorporated with his 
own, were reputed the manor of Killenvoy, in the said county. 
In 1613 he obtained the grant which induced this notice, and 
dying, some short time previous to 1627, as appears by several 
inquisitions of mxad in the Bolls' Office, was buried in the 
churchyard of Kilteevan, which has since been the family burial- 
place. He left issue, by his lady, Thomas, his eldest son, and 
Woodhouse Mapother, his second, who married Alison, daughter 

of Longe, of Dublin. Richard had also four daughters: 

1. Sarah, who married John Crofton, of Liaadum ; 2, Anne, 
married to Matthew de Eenzy, Knight ; 3. Eleanor, to William 
Marson, of Clonrath, County Boscommon ; and 4. Mary, who be- 
came the wife, first, of William Ormsby, of ClonaeiUy, and, se- 
condly, of Crdlon, of Clonsillagh, in said county. Thomas 

Hapother, the eldest son of Richard, married Catherine Tezier, a 
French lady, by whom he had Richard, his eldest son ; James, 
who married the aunt of Lord Laneaborough ; and John, after- 
wards a captain of horse, as set forth in an ancient book of genea- 



id By Google 



quarter in Corragh, all described aa within the Bar 
roD7 of Boyle ; with the town, lands, and fort c^ 

logics deponted in the Haaiiscript Boom of Trinity CoU^e. Bi- 
chud Mapother, the eldest son of ThomM, during the dTtl war of 
1641, niseda troop for the service of the Boyal cauae, and main- 
twnad it for a constdermble time at his ovn expense, on whidi a(v- 
count his property wu sequestered by the osnrping powers. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of John CheevefB, of Killyan-more, 
t^ Helen, daoghterof Sir Richard Butler, of Knocktopher. This 
Elizabeth, who was first oousin of Patrick Sarsfietd, Earl of La- 
can, died in September, 1690, as did fiichard, in 1711. at avery 
advanced age, leaving issue by her, Patrick of Kilteeran and 
other duldren. He had been a captain of horsein the Irish warst 
and married to his first wife, Uary, a near relatire of Viscount 
Dillon, being the youngest daughter of the eminent Prime Ser- 
geant Garret Dillon, who closed his life in Prance, an eaile with 
the dethr<med object of his unalterable allegiance. Mary dying 
without issue male but leaving two daughters, Captun Patrick 
intermarried with Elizabeth, daughter of that Colonel Edmund 
Nugent, of Carl&nstown, who had three grants under the Act oi 
Settlement, and was representative of Uullingar, in King James's 
Parliaments This Elizabeth left no issue, when Patrick took a 
third wife, Bnsanna, daughter of Christopher Irwin, of Oran, 
County Boscommon, and first cousin of the distinguished Prime 
Sergeant Malone. She left a son and two daughters, as recorded 
(with much of the preceding matter) on the family monument 
erected in 1715, the year of her death. This son, however, died 
sooD after his birth, when Captain Uapother married a fourth 

wife^ viz., Anne, daughter of Croftoo, of Longford Houaa, 

County Sligo, and niece to Henry Crofton, who died a general in 
the service of the King of Spain, By her Patrick had issue, Ed' 
ward, Henry, and Patrick. Edward Mapother, of Kilteevan, the 
eldest son, married, first Frances, sister of John Kelly, of Clon- 
lyon. County Galway, and aflerwards of Castle Kelly, in sud 
county ; secoodly, in 1766, Frances, daughter of Robert Ormsby, 
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Killenboy; the quarters of Kill, Kiltivan (alias 
Kilteevan), Cornamentan, Ardnedrisbee, and Letfy, 
in Killenboy; with seven other quarters of land in 
CHanle/B country, and Ballintobber Barony ; four 
quarters in Boscommon Barony ; the castles of Cor- 
negie and Cloughankelly, with upwards of twelve 
other quarters in the Barony of Athlone, and all 
within the Cotinty Eosconunon, to hold the same for 
ever, by the service of one knight's fee. 

" A Description of the Province of Connaoght," 
drawn up about this time, and preserved in the 

of BocksavBgo, Conntj Bowxmunon ; and tHirdljr, Hiss Crofton, 
of Longford Uoaee, Cotmly Sligo, his own first cougin (aunt to the 
present Sir Junes Crofton, Baronet), but bjneitlierof thosemar- 
riages had he any iBsne ; thereupon the inheritance devolTed 
apon his next -brother, Henry, vho, hj his lady, Margaret, 
daughter of Charles Croghan, of Toniagee, County KoBCommon, 
bad issne, Edward, and otiier children. Edward, the eldest son, 
intermarried, in 1764, with Penelope, daughter of John Taylor, 
of Swords, by his second wife, Catherine Everard, of Eandals- 
town. [This Mr. Taylor was himself lineally descended from 
Edward Taylor, of Beverley, in Yorkshire, OhiefFalconer to Hen- 
ly the Third, whose second son, Nidiolas Taylor, settled in Ireland 
and became foonder of the line still represented at Swords(a).] 
The eldest son of Edward and Penelope is John Mapother, Esq., 
now of Kilteevan: he, in 1624, intermarried with Katherine, sister 
of the present O'Conor Don, whose lineal descent from the last ac- 
knowledged kings of Ireland, is alluded to in a subsequent section 
of this work. Of this marriage there is issue, sons and daughters, 
the eldest son, Edward, having been bom in 1828. 

(a) For a fall memoir of this very atuuent &mUy, see " D' Al- 
ton's History of the Conn^ Dublin, p. 268, &c. 
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Lansdown Gollectioa of the British Museum, men- 
tions of this comitj: " The County of Roscommon 
hath none of the ancient Englbh races, only a little 
portion on the east of the Kiver Suck, belonging to 
Mac Davye, one of the Bxirkes ; of new English, Mal- 
by, who hath the Manor of Boscommon ; Sir John 
King, the Abbey of Boyle; Brabazon, who hath 
Ballinasloe; the heirs of Sir Thomas L'Estrange, 
who have the Lordship of Athleague ; and some 
others seated there, and since the wars : of English 
transported out of the Pale, the Baron of Delvin, and 
some of the Nugents; Sir Theobald Dillon, and 
others ; of the Irishry, O'Conor Don, and O'Conor 
Roe, and the Mac Dermots ; the O'Kellya, by east 
the Suck; the O'Hanleys, the O'Flan^ans, the Fal- 
lens, the Naghtons, and divers others. *. . . The Mac 
Dermots ret^ned all the residue of the County of 
Roscommon, north from the O'Conors unto the bor- 
ders of Sligo and Leitrim." " Mac Dermot is in 
some measure absolute here," are the words of Cam- 
den at the same period. 

On the 25th of March, 1614, King James granted 
the governing charter to the Borough of Boyle : it 
expressly piuporte to be granted " as well upon die 
humble petition of the inhabitants of the town of 
Boyle, in our County of Roscommon, as for culti- 
vating and planting those western parts in our said 
kingdom, which have been depopulated and made 
waste." And it thereby constituted Boyle " one 
entire free borough of itself, hy the name of the Bo- 
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rough of Boyle," directing that there be therein 
*' one body corporate and politic, consisting of 
one burgomaster, twelve biirgessea, and the com- 
monalty, and that all, inhabiting within said town, 
shall be one body in fact, deed, and name ;" to have 
perpetual succession, with the usual rights to plead 
and be impleaded, and full power and authority to 
send two members as their representatives in Par- 
liament This charter named James May to be the 
first Borough-Master, and John Wolfe, Roger Bad- 
ger, Anthony Barber, James Witter, Richard Darby, 
John Luske, William Chancellor, Hugh Dexeter, 
Bamy de Lye, Thomas Wright, Thomas Partington, 
and Eugene alias Owen, O'Corcoran, the first twelve 
Burgesses. It prescribes that every Borongh-Master 
shall take the oath of supremacy and oath of office ; 
provides for the succession of the Master and bur- 
gesses; for the holding of a borough-court; the 
making of by-laws for the better government of the 
borough ; and prescribes the mode of appointing 
treasurers and other officers. The charter also gave 
the corporation the power of creating a guild of mer- 
chants, but this clause has never been acted upon. 
It is somewhat remarkable, that, of all the persons 
named in this charter, not one has led a representa- 
tive of his name within the town. 

In the August of the following year (1615), a 
Royal Visitation was held within the diocese of El- 
phin, which certified the value of the several bene- 
fices, and the names of the iucimibenta. Those 

VOL. I. R 
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within the scope of tJiia work were thtu stated : — 
Archdeaconry. — John Foster, M.A., Master and 
Preacher. Deanery ofMoylurg. Vicarage of Ard- 
came, value £8., Bequestered— John Evett serves. 
Vicarage of Tumna, value 20s., Thomas Parkington 
sequestrator, Vicarage of Eilliuniaod, value 20^., 
John Houson, A.B., sequestrator. Vicarage of fe- 
selyn, value 20s., said John Evett Vicarage of Kil- 
luken, said John Foster (being of the corps of the 
Archdeaconry). 

Rectories and Vicarages withheld from the 
Church by Laymen, — Bectory of Ardcame, value 
£7, Earl of Clanrickard ; Vicarage of leertsnow, va- 
lue 30a., Edward Crofton, Esq. Rectories appertain- 
ing to the Monastery of the Holy Trinity. — Rectory 
of Isertsnow ; Rectory of Ealmacowen ; Rectory of 
Drumduan; Bectory of Kilmactriua. 

Rectories appertaining to the Monastery of Inch- 
macreen and Boyle. — KiUmnmod — Tumna — ^Eilma- 
callan — Ogbanna — Taunagh — Dnuucollum — Calry. 
Farmer, John King. 

In July, 1617, the Earl of Kildare had a grant in. 
fee of (inter alia) Trieniaus, being one-third of the 
four quartei^ of Faus, as parcel of the estate of Co- 
nor Boe Mac Teigue Mac Owen Mac Dermott Roe, 
attunted ; and of other parcels, the estates of Rorie 
Mac Fergananim Mac Dermott Roe, attainted ; and 
of Bory Mac Manus, of Ballymacmanus, attainted, 
respectively ; and in the following year, the before- 
mentioned Edward Crofton, described as then of 
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Ballymurry, had a grant of Enockroe, one quarter; 
Skeaghnehinen, ^ quarter; Lurgan, near Canbo, ^ 
quarter; Cashel, ^ quarter; Lecarrownehincli, ^ 
quarter, being one-fourth of Corbally ; two quarters, 
three parts in five, of the half-quarter of Laveroe ; 
Enocknepiest, half a quarter ; parcel of Lisloghlin 
and Rowe quarter; Larewagh, or Laregrewagh 
half-quarter; CuiUawrea, one quarter; the parcels 
of Corretuan andCorretobber, one quarter : all stated 
as lying in the Barony of Boyle, and subject to a 
chiefiy to Bryan Mac Dermot of the Rock. This 
patent also passed to Mr. Crofton the Castle of Bal- 
lymurry, with all its lands, in the Barony of Adilone, 
and created the manors of BaUjonurry and Ballysa- 
dare, in the counties of Roscommon and Sligo res- 
pectively, with rights of holding fairs and markets in 
each. At the same time with the last grant, William 
O'Mulloy, of Croghan, obtained from the Crown the 
extepsive district thereby constituted the manor of 
Croghan, and comprising the numerous townlands 
before specified in the memoir of that family ; as did 
Bryan Mac Dermot ofCarrig ('the Rock'), in the 
following August, thrae mentioned in the Mac Der- 
mot Memoir; while Owen, the son of Conor Mac 
Dermot of Aghacarra, had a grant of 2 quarters of 
Aghacarra; Osney, 1 quarter; Imlagh, 1 quarter; 
the trine of Klnocknefushogue, one quarter and a 
third ; the trine of Scormoreruneack, containing two 
cartrons and a half, and one-sixth of a cartron; Car- 
rowenonneene, Lackan, Carrowmorgranagh, Ard- 
r2 
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keenagh, and Knockroe, one quarter each; three* 
fourths of the two quarters of Ballymullany; saving 
to Bryan Mac Dermot of the Rock, and hie heirs, 
a chiefiy of £1 6s. 8d. 

In 1619, Sir John King, Privy Councillor, had the 
grant of the manor of Boyle, before alluded to, inr 
eluding the possessions of the dissolved Monastery 
of Boyle, and amongst them a moiety of the tithes, 
great and small, belonging to the rectories of Eillum* 
mod, Tumna, and half the parish of Kilnemanagh, 
and the vicarage of Isselyn, with the tithes apperttun- 
ing thereto; and likewise the site of the late Monas- 
tery or House of Inchvickreeny, " on the bank of 
Lough Ke, in the territory of Moylurg ;" the vicar- 
age of KUmagry, altos Ballymagry ; the vicarages of 
Drum and Dryne ; all that the rectories of Aghar 
uagh, Eilmacallan, and Cowla, in the Baiony of 
TyreriU ; parcel of the possessions of said House of 
Inchvickreeny, all which were thereby constituted 
the manor of Boyle, with courts leet and baron, a 
seneschal, &c. 

About this time, amongst the religious fraternity 
residing at Eilronan, was the learned antiquary, Pe- 
regrine 0*Duigenan, one of the four principal compi- 
lers of that great Irish Historical Chronicle, called 
from them pre-eminently, the " Annals of the Four 
Masters." 

In a return of Doctor Edward King, as to the 
state of the diocese of Elphin in 1622, he recom- 
mends, that " the parish of Kilnamanagh may be fitly 
united to the Boyle, which is already fairedly built; 
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and that the parishes of Tumna and Estersnow are 
fit to be united to Ardcame." And in 1633 an 
Archiepiscopal Visitation was held, which made the 
following returns regarding this district: 

Mr. Erasmus Matthew, Archdeacon of Elphin; 
Biahop collates; value £13 per annum. 

These are the members of the Archdeaconry of 
Elphin: Vicarageof Ardcame, value £6 per annum; 
Rectory of Killuken appertains to the Archdeaconry; 
vicarage of the same. Vicarage of Taghbolyn ; 
Bishop collates; value £6 per annum; said Erasmus 
vicar. Vicarage of Kilnemanagh; Bishop collates; 
value £3 per annum; said Erasmus collates. Cure 
of Isselyn, value 25*. per annum; said Matthew, cu- 
rate. 

Impropriations. — Rectories of Ardcame and Ra- 
harrow; value 45s. ; Earl of Clanrickard. Vicar- 
ages of Bally borrel and Drum; ^ue 40a.; Sir John 
King, Knight. These two are one httle vicarage, 
being the tithes of a quarter of land. Vicaragea of 
laertsnow; value £3; Kilmactrane, 40».; and Kil- 
macowan, 30s.; George Crofton, Esq. 

The above Erasmus Matthew was instituted to the 
perpetual vicar^s of the parish churches of Tagh- 
boyne, Ardcame, and Kilnemanagh, by Edward, 
Bishop of Elphin, in September, 1618; inducted in 
October following. And Thomas Reeves, Doctor of 
Laws, granted to said Erasmus a faculty, to hold, with 
the united vicarages of Ardcame and Taghboyne, the 
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Archdeacotuy of the Cathedral Church of die Bles- 
sed Virgin, of Elphin. 

John Wiight waa instituted by the said Bishop to 
the Vicarage of Tumna, 26tb June, 1633, and in- 
ducted into the same in the following September. 

Joseph Eempe was admitted to serve cure of souls 
in the parish churches of Isertsuow and Eilbiyan, 
by the said Bishop, 30th April, 1633. 

On the 9th of July, 1635, Lord Strafford opened, 
at the Abbey of Boyle, that memorable commission, 
by which he sought to establish the title of the 
Crown to aU the lands of Connaught : *' When I 
came hither," he writes to Secretary Coke, by letter, 
dated at Abbey Boyle, 14di July, 1635, "on the 
niuth of this month, I found the gentlemen returned 
of the jury, and the country in general, attending the 
coming of Hia Majesty's commission, and, under- 
standing that divers afir^^hts had underhand been 
put in men's minds, concerning His Majesty's inten- 
tions in this work, and that indeed no people in the 
world are more apt to be misled by rumour, I sent 
for half a dozen of the principal gentlemen amongst 
them, that they would acquaint the rest of the coun- 
try, that the end of our coming was, the next day 
to execute His Majesty's commission, for finding a 
clear and undoubted title in the Crown to the Pro- 
vince of Connaught, proposing to begin first yiiib. the 
County of Roscommon, wherein, nevertheless, to 
mamfest His Majesty's justice and honour, I thought 
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fit to let them know, it was His Majesty's gracious 
pleasure any man's counsel should be fully and wil- 
lingly heard, in the defence of their respective rights, 
being a favour never before afforded to any, upon 
taking any of these inquisitions; and also, if there 
were anything else they desired, I was ready to hear 
them, and 5V0uld return a fair and equal answer 
thereunto, as by His Majesty I had been strictly en- 
joined, and to afford all bis good people all respect 
and freedom, in the setting forth and defence of their 
several rights and claims. With this I left them 
marvellous much satisfied, for a few words please 
them more than you can imagine. The next morn- 
ing they exhibited a petition, signed by a great 
many of them, wherel^ they desired the finding 
might be deferred till a longer time, pretending they 
were unprovided; to this I replied, if they were so, 
it was their iault, I havii^ caused a scire facias to 

issue forth of the Chancery, twenty days before 

So presently we read the commission, called and 
swore the juiy, and so on with our work. Mr. Ser- 
jeant Cattelin opened the evidence very materially, 
briefly, and in order, and, after all the opposition and 
objections of the counsel on the other side, which 
were patiently and quietiy heard at large, did so 
wipe them all away, and fortify the title of the 
Grown, as he imposed necessity upon them to find 

it I desired them first to descend into their 

own consciences, take them to council, and there 
they should find the evidence for the Crown clear 
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and conclusive; next, to beware how they appeared 
resolved or olwtinate against so manifest a truth, or 
how they let slip forth out of their hands, the means 
to weave themselves into the royal thoughts and 
care of His Majesty, through a cheerful and ready 
acknowledgment of his right, and a due and full 
submission thereunto; bo then, if they jffould be in- 
clined to truth, and do the best for themselves, they 
were imdoubtedly to find the title for the King; .... 
and there Ileft them, to chant together (as they call 
it) over their evidence. The next day they found 
the King's title mthout scruple or hesitation, only 
by their petition, which you have here enclosed, they 
desired many things, and such as were reasonable 
and just were granted"(a). 

On 29th October, 1641, Lord Clanricfcard, having 
received notice from Sir Charles Coote, then in the 
County of Roscommon, of great outrages, alleged to 
have been committed by the Irish, in the County of 
Leitrim, and, in particular, of their having destroyed 
the iron works of Sir Charles's father, and the Eng- 
lish plantations in that county, directed, that all, who 
held from the King there, at military service, should 
be copimanded to be in readiness for duty on twenty- 
four hours' notice(i). He subsequently states, in one 
of his letters, thatie had received notice from Sir 
Ulick Burke; Mr. Hubert Burke, of Dunamon; and 

(a) Strafford's State Letten, toL i. pp. 442-3. 
(i) Clonrickard's Memoin, p. 2. 



id By Google 



THE BARONT OP BOTLE. 249 

Mr. Teigue Kelly, of Gallagh; of the spreading of the 
commotion in the County of Leitrim, and some pil- 
laging of the English in O'Conor's country. Sir 
Robert King was thereupon appointed Constable of 
the Castle of Abbey-Boyle, with a detachment of 
Protestant warders to protect that place. In 1642, 
writes Borlase, " Roscommon, Tulsk, Elphin, Knock- 
vicar, Abbey-Boyle, and Ballinafad, had persons 
most active in their defence, even from the first sur- 
prisal of the rebels, acting to amazement, when no- 
thing but their own courage secured their forts, 
though the last, for want of water, was compelled, 
after a long siege, to yield to the rebels, after that the 
Governor's two brothers, the Kings from Boyle, with 
Sir Charles Coote, had resolved to have relieved 
him." The castles of Roscommon were, in truth, 
with those of Loughrea and Portumna, all that then 
held out in the Province of Connaught(o). In 1643, 
when Castle Coote was besieged by the Irieh, 
" forces from Boyle, Roscommon, &c., having feith* 
fully relieved the castle, all jointly, gallantly set on 
the rebels, which their general perceiving, grew so 
much enraged against hia soldiers, as to profess he 
had rather be a captain of the 200 in the garrison 
than genend of the 3000 he had. Thus," adds Bor- 
lase, " Hia Majesty's forces, where they were unani- 
mous, vigorously proceeded." 

In 1644, Donat O'Daly, the celebrated Irish poet, 

(o) Carte's Onnond, toL L p. 431 . 
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was buried in the Abbey of Boyle, and, adds Ale- 
mande, " most of the prime men of Ireland desired 
to be buried in thia house, by reason of die great re- 
putation of its sanctity." Many also resorted to it 
in pilgrimage irom aU parts, ae to a place of eingular 
devotion. 

In 1645, Carrick-drumrusk was garrisoned by Sir 
George StGeoige, and Boyle by Captain Francis King, 
and both places, having professed obedience to His 
Majesty's government and declared for the cessation, 
were left untouched(a). In 1651, when "Ireton 
having made all provision for an early campaign, 
and received some reinforcements from England, re- 
solved to commence by besieging Limerick, and, as 
it was necessary to pierce into Connaught, in order 
to invest this city on aU sides, Sir Charles Coote 
was directed to advance towards Sligo. The Irish 
prepared to relieve this place, when Coote, suddenly 
drawing off his men, passed, with some difficulty, 
over the Curlew mountains, and invested Athlone. 
Clanrickard, embarrassed as he was by faction and 
opposition, made some efforts to oppose him, but, be- 
fore his fOTces could be collected, Athlone was taken, 
and Coote, pursuing his advantage, marched against 
Galway"(*)- In 1660, this Sir Charles Coote was 
appointed President of Connaught, with aU accus* 
tomed profits and emoluments, and power to choose 
and change a Vice-President 

(a) Dedd. Cur. Hib. toL iip. 291- 
(6) LeUud's Ireland, to), iii. p. 400. 
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By a clause of the Act of Settlement, of 1662, 
some few were, as " meriting, in an especial manner, 
grace and favour," and, " having served under the 
royal ensigns, beyond the seas," directed by the King 
to be restored to their estates. Amongst these were, 
within this vicinity, Colonel William TaafFe; Major 
Owen O'CoDor, of Balinagar ; Captain Charles 
O'MuUoy; Lieutenant Edmund O'Mulloy; Ensign 
Lewis Mac Dowell; Colonel Richard Grace; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Charles Molloy, and Captain Ste- 
phen Molloy. By another clause of that Act, John 
Lord Kingston was confirmed in the possession of 
all his estates and rights, described, as theretofore 
set out, in Ireland, to him, or to his late father. Sir 
Bobert King, or which were purchased by them, or 
either of them; and in 1666, the said Lord Bang- 
ston was appointed sole Grovemor of Connaught, 
being the last who filled that ofiice. 

At this time, and in pursuance of the said Act, 
with that of Explanation, the following grants were 
made of property situated within the district of the 
present inquiry: To Thomas Lloyd, Carrowbeg and 
Ardsallagh,122A.; Ardmore, one quarter; Cushina, 
half a quarter ; Faus and Ardcock, 2 trines, 200a. ; 
Cloinshaghan, one trine, 88a.; Gloty, one trine, 54a.; 
Trinagry, one trine, 60a.; Knocknafu8hoge,one trine, 
130a.; Carricknacurragh, one trine, 129a.; Trina- 
marly, one trine, 78a.; in Camlin, 1 quarter, 79a. 
and 6p. ; Carrowkeel, one quarter, 54a.; Dromyn, 
alias Eillep(^e, and Bunriagh, 191a.; Lisdaly, one 
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quarter, 100a., &c., &c. — To Richard Baron of 
Collooney (Lord Coote, of Coote Hall), Ballyfer- 
moyle, two east quarters of the cartron of Derreen- 
ferry; Dromard, one cartron; Drumbojlan, Moy, 
and Drumlogue, half a cartron each ; Dnumnahon, 
one cartron, 114a.; Moyagh, one quarter, 120a.; 
Drumilra, half a quarter, IISa.; Bracklin (part), 
Clonecarrow, Lisduff, Drumard, and Derryaeery, 
sis cartrona, 62a.; Ballyfermoyle West, two quar- 
ters; a cartron of Aghely; Knockecoghery and Tul- 
laghneha, one Cfotron each; Comemucklagh, one 
cartron, 186a.; Clegna, one quarter; Cloonetecaldry, 
Drumback, and Gloiyes, one cartron each ; Lisfai<- 
rellboy, &c., 7^ cartrons, 164a.; Kilhnacorrel, half a 
quarter, 20a.; the Island of Inchatyra, 9a.; Drum- 
sallagh, one quarter, 54a.; part of Ballyfennoyle, 
north-east, two quarters, 96a. ; Annaghinlangan, 
435a.; Drumsallagh, one quarter, 63a., &c., &c. — 
To Charles (Coote), Earl of Mountrath, in Cani- 
geenb^, half a quarter, 55a. — To Sir Oliver SL 
George, Knight and Baronet, one cartron, part of 
Crosna quarter, 310a.; Tullaleague, 19a.; Ardleagh, 
&c., 40a.; Ardkavil, 41a.; Ardglass, one quarter, 
150a.; Moyher.one cartron, 60a.; Carroward, 14a.; 
Mullaghmore, one quarter, 80a.; Taunaghdrissoge, 
21a.; Knockglass, &c., two quarters, 263a.; Legwoy, 
half a quarter, 58a.; Ardleagh, half a quarter, 54a.; 
Knockanima, Tawlagh,&c., one quarter, 121a.; Car- 
roward, one quarter, 74a.; MucknadiUe, half a quar- 
ter, 47a.; Toermore, half a quarter, 41a.; Toery- 
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TOartin, half a quarter, 70a., &c., &c.— To John and 
Thomas Teeden, Kinkellew, one quarter, 90a.; Clon- 
gownagh, half a quarter, 41a.; Derryra, half aquar- 
ter, 45a.; Bothe, 10a.; Liscomin, half a quarter, 
45a.; Tonegan, half a quarter, 39a.; Cloneigh, half 
a quarter, 33a.; Trine Ballynahave, one quarter and 
one cartTon, 82 a.; Liscahil, &c,, one quarter, 90 a, &c., 
&c. — To John Lord Kingston, Carrowmore, one 
quarter, 79a.; Ardease, one quarter, 85a.; Ardlagb- 
ren, one quarter, 85a.; Clonebryne, one quarter and 
a half; Port-darragh and Knockolegin, one quarter 
and a half ; Lillie and Erraronagh, 2 quarters, 121a,; 
BaUjmuUany and Aghacurragh, 4 quarters, 1008a.; 
Portnacranagh, Carrowrea, and Lurga, 3 quarters, 
258a.; Callow, 4 quarters, 973a.; Granagh, Ard- 
keenagb, and Knockroe, 3 quarters, 719a.; Euock- 
brack and Longford, 2 quarters, 239a.; Cai^;m, one 
quarter, 81a.; Crevagh, one quarter, 124a.; M\d- 
lagh, half a quarter; EUagh, ditto; Carrownegashel, 
one quarter, 248a.; Larragh, half a quarter, 55a.; 
Finnanagh, half a quarter, 64a.; Kinkellew, one 
quarter, 104a.; Smutternagh, 62a.; Lisgrehan, half 
a quarter, 33a,; Umer, half a quarter, 51a.; Ard- 
conra, 87a.; Lismulkeme, 65a.; Looretyand Clone- 
kill, one quarter, 49a.; Agherfingan, one quarter, 
395a.; TuUyvaughan, TuUyboy, and Clogher, 4 
quarters, 288a.; Corkiree, one quarter, 66a. ; Txd- 
lynetam, one quarter, 98a. — .To Chidley Coote, 
Corryard and Gortuecraoagh, half a quarter, 51a.; 
Killogues and Carriglean, half a quarter, 36a.; in 



id By Google 



254 aonxnr. 

the two north quarters of BallTfennoyle, 500a.; a 
moiety of ten cartrone, and one-sixth of a cartron, 
called Cultybooley, Derrydulagh, &c., 240a.; Dra- 
more, 96a., &c, &c. This territory, then popularly 
known by the generic name of Oughter-Tyre, or, 
" the upper country," was, by a subsequent patent of 
1685, erected into the manor of Coote HalL — To 
Jeffeiy French, Tullyvaughan, two-thirds of a car- 
tron, 17a.; Lurgs, half a qiiarter, 41a.; Carrowbeg 
and Ardsallagh, one quarter, 10a. ; a parcel in Car- 
rowmore, 10a.; Ardkeene, 20a.; Lui^ 3 cartrons; 
Denygarren, one cartron ; Glories, one cartron ; a 
parcel of Ballyfermoyle, 29a., &c., &c. — To George 
French. In Ballykeevigan, 2 quarters, 20a. ; in 
Smuttemagh, one quarter 46a.; Tullynaha inGlan, 
one cartron; Trincreagh, 34a., &c., &c. — To Theo- 
bald Butler. In Portnecranagb, one quarter; Car- 
rowreagh, one quarter; and Lm^ one quarter, 9a.; 
Emlagh, Fortnadarragh, Urrilaunagh, and KiUeyday, 
one quarter each; Knockleydyan, half a quarter, 
18a.; in Lurga, 3 cartrons; Derrygarrane, one quar- 
ter; Dmmcomra in Glories, one cartron, &c, &c — 
To Richard Butler, Liefarrelboy, one cartron; Cool- 
daytb, three cartrons; Knocknasmagh, 3 cartrons; 
Clonegonagh and EjUeconnine, one quarter; Ard- 
more, one quarter; Caahelkellew, half a quarter; 
Enocknafushogue, one trine, 5a.; Carkfresh, one 
quarter, 20a., &c., &c. — To Robert King, CaDow, 
4 quarters, 44a.; Portnecranagh, one quarter; Lur- 
ga, one quarter, 30a. ; Ardlareen, one quarter; Ar- 
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dress, ditto; Urlare and Knockavally, 85a. Carrow- 
gashell, Ellagh, and Mullogue, one quarter each; 
Creeue and Cargine, one quarter, 51a.; Knockbrack 
and Longfort, one quarter each; in Carrick, IOOa. ; 
Agherfinnegan, one quarter, 3 a.; BaUjmullane and 
Aghacarra, 4 quarters; Ballykeevigan, 2 quarters; 
Carrowti^rkan, one quarter, 10a.; Derrytone, half a 
cartron, &c, &c. 

In 1687, being the second year of the reign of 
King James the Second, the Sheriff of Koscom- 
mon was John Dillon, while the Lord Lieutenant 
of the county was Lord DUlon, and the Depu^ 
Lieutenants were Patrick Plunket and John Dillon. 
On the 2l8t of March of this year, that monarch 
granted to Boyle a new charter, but which, in con- 
sequence of immediately succeeding events, has ne- 
ver since been acted upon. The king, by this instru- 
ment, appointed Bryan, son of Henry Mac Dermot, 
Burgomaster; and the following 19 Burgesses, viz. : 
Sir Robert King, Baronet; John King, Theobald 
Dillon, Koger Oge Mac Dermot, Oliver O'Gara, 
Edward Mulloy, Hugh Mac Dermot, Cornelius Mac 
Dermot, Thady O'Byme, Thomas Mac Dermot, se- 
nior, Thomas Mac Dermot, junior. Esquires; Edmond 
French, Laurence Dowdal and Martin Lynch, mer- 
chants ; John Conry and Daniel KeUy, gentlemen ; 
Bryan Mac Dermott Hoe ; Edward Connor, shoe- 
maker; and Henry Mac Dermot 

In reference to the civil wars that ensued, and 
their connexion with this locality, Captain M'Car- 
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mick, in hia " Further impartial Account of the 
Actions of the Inniskilling Men," inserta a letter, 
which he states was, about this time, received in 
Enniskillen, from Mr. John Delap, of Ballyshan- 
non, to whom it was directed. It ran as followe : 

" Sm, — The occasion of this trouble to you, is to 
tell you that we have undoubted and repeated ad- 
vice, that many hundreds of men, foot and dragoons, 
are arming themselves in the Counties of Roscom- 
mon and Mayo, with an intent to fall upon our 
fnends in Boyle and this county, and consequently 
pursue their design down towards you. We have, 
therefore, agreed unanimously to secure this town, 
and bring in the country people to our aid; but, be- 
fore we stir in what we have sdd, there is a party 
of fifty or sixty to go hence, who are to join, in the 
County of Roscommon, with some more, to be com- 
manded by Captain Coote, upon a very important 
design, which, if it please God may be effected, will 
be of great consequence to us all, and of no small dis- 
advantage to our enemies; that, if possible, is to be 
done within two or three days. Now it is the desire 
of Captain Coote, that all, or as many of the Protes- 
tants as may unite, may gather into Ballyshannon 
and Donegal, where you may be in readiness, not 
only to seciuiB yourselves against the blow that ia 
designed to be given, but also to be in a condition to 
relieve us, if by the midtitude we be oppressed. 
Matters are come to a great height in our neighbour- 
ing counties, there being no less than 24 captains in 
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one barony in the County Mayo, therefore, as you 
tender your welfare, slight not this matter : commu- 
nicate it, with all prudence, to Mr. FfolUot, Mr. 
Whiteway, Lieutenant Smith, and Mr. Atkinson, 
and the rest of your friends. "What else is done here 
you shall know it : we hope to have all done by 
Thursday, for we find time is not to be slipt. Lord 
Kingston and Captain Coote have come hither : it is 
their desire, that you should send an express imme- 
diately to Derry, to know if we may have any help 
of arms and ammunition from thence; for it is the 
only thing we lack, when, at the same time, our ene- 
mies are well stored. Pray desire your friends to 
tell, what quantity of arms we may expect, and the 
sorts, and how much ammunition, that we may im- 
mediately send for them. This design is not to be 
communicated to any but to those you are sure of. 
Lord Granard is now in the country, Lord Kingston 
went to him yesterday ; and this night, or to-morrow 
morning, we expect to know how his pulse beats. 
We are told Deny is surrendered. 

" Sligo, Dec. 27, 1688." 

Harris, in his " History of King WUliam," speak- 
ing of the state of this country at the close of the 
above year, says: " The Association for the County 
of Sligo, entered into on the 4th of January (old 
style), under the command of the Lord Kingston 
and Captain Chidley Coote, had a longer continu- 
. ance, and was conducted with more military skill, 
than the north-eastern associations. These two corn- 
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aianders, having formed the people into troops and 
companies, and furnished them with horses, arms, am- 
munition, and provisions, maintained several frontier 
garrisons Colonel Mac Donnel, being garri- 
soned at Abbey-Boyle, in the County Koscommon, 
a house of the Lord Kingston's, and not permitting 
any of the Protestants of that neighbourhood to pass, 
with their goods and provisions, towards Sligo, but 
ordering all such to be seized, Lord Kingston thought 
it requisite to write to him upon that subject, desir- 
ing him to sufTer the Protestants to have a free pas- 
sage to Sligo, as all the Papists had irom thence to 
Boyle, Atblone, and other places, to their Irish 
friends, without any molestation from the garrison 
of Sligo ; but. Colonel Mac Donnel, not submitting 
to this request, it was resolved, in a coxmcil held 
at Sligo, that Lord Kingston and Captain Chidtey 
Coote should, with a party of horse and foot, march 
to Abbey-Boyle, and demand a free passage for 
the Protestants, which, upon their approach, the 
Colonel readily granted; yet he never performed 
his promise, iJiough he was esteemed a man of the 
fairest reputation among the Irish in those parts. 
Upon the approach of Lord Kingston, Mac Donnel 
drew all his horse, foot and dragoons, within the walls 
of the house and gardens of Abbey-Boyle, though, 
with bis old troops, and new-raised rapparees, he 
exceeded Lord Kingston's party, five to one(a)." 

(o) HarriB'B "WUliam the Third," p. 198. 
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In the ensuing April(1689), M'Carmick, writing 
of the garrison in EnniskiUen, says: " There came an 
express from Captain Ffolliott, commander of Bally- 
ahannon, a town with a strong castle, twenty mU.es 
below us, standing likewise upon the side of Lough 
Earne, near the sea, that there was a considerable party 
of horse and foot, from Connaught, sat down before 
it; the enemy had summoned them to deliver the 
town and castle, which summons he sent to us, de- 
siring speedy rehef : Lieut-Colonel Lloyd marched 
next morning, with a considerable party, both of 
horse and foot, to raise the siege. The enemy, 
hearing of our approach, drew off the greatest part 
of their strength, both horse and foot, to a place 
called Bellick, three miles nearer us, and there 
posted themselves very advantageously, there being 
but one narrow pass, by which they could be at- 
tacked, a bog running &om the side of Lough Eame 
all the way to Bundouse, seven miles to the left hand, 
and not known to be passable in any place, save 
where the road led through it, close to the lough 
side; this the enemy had strongly barricaded, and, 
before their works, had broke down a bridge, and 
so raised the way, that it could not be passed. Co- 
lonel Lloyd, espying this, caused faggots to be cut 
immediately, for making the bog passable, and so 
drew up against the enemy, they making great huz- 
zas, and inviting us to come on and fight them. Our 
stomachs were as good as theirs, if not better, for 
that trade; and, as we were advancing to force our 

82 
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way, God Almighty Bent a man, from whence I know 
not, that offered to lead us safe through the bog, to- 
wards OUT left hand, and that our horae should not 
need to alight, nor to use their faggots. — He was as 
good as his word When we had passed the bog, 
our advanced guard, led by Capbun Acheson, en- 
deavoured to get, if possible, the right flank of the 
enemy, so to prevent their escaping to the moun- 
tains ; but they, espying it, and our body coming 
on, began to move orderly towards their right, as if 
they designed to prevent their being flanked; we, 
observing their motion, marched extremely hard, but, 
ere we could come within shot, the enemy'sfoot broke, 
and ran clear away to the mountains. The horse, 
which were upon the left of the foot, betwixt them 
and the lough, stood, while aui horse were ready to 
charge them, then wheeled to the left, and so ran for 
it, without firing a shot. Our horse pm^ued seven 
miles, and, had not the night come on, I presume few 
of them had escaped. There was none that fought 
save one Fitzgerald, who, being overtaken on his 
flight by one Lieutenant Mulloy, of our party, fired 
his three shot briskly upon him, and had certainly 
killed him, had he wanted his armour; but when his 
shot was spent, they fought it with their swords, 
while some of our men came up, and took Fitzge- 
rald prisoner. He was very much wounded, but, 
because of his courage, was carefully looked after, 
and brought to Enniskillen, and recovered. There 
were killed, in the pursuit, a hundred and ninety 
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horee Our foot marched unto Ballyshannon, where 
they took about sixty prisoners, in the Fish Island 
and about it; knocking some others on the head 
that were left to continue the siege, they not know- 
ing that their army was broke, while our men came 
upon them. "We had the plunder of their camp, which 
was but beggarly ; got several good serviceable horses, 
two small cannon, some good arms, and a small 
quantity of ammunition, and, having fully done what 
we went about, returned to Enniskillen. This was 
the first engagement, if it may be so called, that we 
had with the enemy, where we lost not one man, nor 
had any wounded, save Comet King, that had a shot 
in the face, receiving a carbine from one of the Irish 
horse, after giving him quarters, but the horseman 
was immediately killed by one James King, a friend 
of the Comet's, who soon recovered of his wound" (a). 
Within the next month was held the Parliament of 
Dublin, in the presence of King James the Second, 
when the following persons of this vicinity were at- 
tainted: John Drury, of Callow; Thomas Lloyd, of 
Croghan; Toby Mxilloy, of Knockvicar; John Yee- 
don, of Boyle; Henry Yeedon, of Boyle; Francis 
King, of Ballindoon ; Charles Dodd, of Tyrerill; 
Robert Ffolhot, of Drumdoney; Anthony CoUey, 
of Moygara, &c. 

" In September (1689), Duke Schombei^ com- 
mands Colonel Woolsely, with all the hoirie belong- 

(a) M'Carmick's " Innistillingmen," pp. 40-1. 
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ing to Enniskillen ( Colonel Lloyd's troop excepted), 
Colonel Wynne's dragoons; Colonel Lloyd's and Co- 
lonel Tiffany'e regiments of foot, immediately, to 
march to Dundalk camp, which they did, Colonel 
Woolsely first sending Colonel Lloyd, with his own 
troop of horse and six companies of foot of Colonel 
Hamilton's regiment, with some of Sir Arthur Cun- 
ningham's dragoons, to SKgo, for the defence of that 
place. Colonel Lloyd had not been long there, ere 
he received intelligence that the enemy were draw- 
ing to a body at Abbey-Boyle, a town belonging to my 
Lord Kingston, and, as it was his natural inclination 
never to be idle, he resolves to give them a visit, 
and, if possible, to prevent them getting to a bead ; 
he to that purpose marched what force he had from 
Sligo by Killowney (Colooney), so to Ballinafad, and 
over the Curlews, with as much privacy as he could, 
marching in the night, and falling down near Boyle 
in the morning early, where he thought to have sur- 
prized the town, but, in the place of that, he found 
the enemy, both horse and foot, drawn up in very 
good order to receive him, and &r exceeding his 
number. He was not long ere he, with his accus- 
tomed fortitude, engaged them, and as soon put them 
to the rout, killing about 300 of their foot, and seve- 
ral of their horse, who he had the pxirsuit of near to 
Roscommon. Upon this victory he marched imme- 
diately to James-town, where the enemy had a gar- 
rison, and took it, together with Colonel Mac Don- 
nel's house, a strong house called Drumsna, near to 
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Jamestown. Here he got a vast prey of black cat- 
tle, sheep, and horses, with all the growth of the 
country. Colonel Lloyd upon this sends an express, 
and acquaints Duke Schomberg of his gaining so 
great a part of the country, and desires to know what 
to do, he having no men to garrison those places he 
had taken. The Duke sends him a positive com- 
mand not to lose one foot of groujid, and that he 
should be soon supplied with what he wanted. Colo- 
nel Lloyd, in obedience to the Duke's command, 
was forced to divide his mea to garrison Jamestown, 
Drumsna, and Abbey-Boyle, going himself to Sligo, 
sending several times to Enniskillen for ammunition, 
but none being sent him, and the Duke not sending 
supplies early enough, our men, a while after (being 
divided in so small parties, and not capable of 
getting together), were beaten from all these places 
by the Irish: our loss of- men, I confess, was not 
great, yet we lost one Lieutenant Cashcart, and 
Captain Wiere, commonly called Laird Wiere, a va- 
liant, brave fellow, and indeed his loss was much la- 
mented, for we had not a more forwuxl man amongst 

U8(o)." 

The manner in which the express account, above 
alluded to, was received in Dundalk, is thus narrated 
in the London Gazette of October 7th, 1689: 

" From the camp at Dundalk, September 2%th. 

" This day arrived here an express from Enniskil- 

(a) M'Carmick's " InaiskiUing Men," pp. 67, 68. 
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len, with an account, that the forces which were left 
there,hearing that three regiments of the Irish army, 
with a great number of armed rabble, were come to 
Boyle, with a design to attack Sligo, they imme- 
diately marched thither, and had not been long there 
when they understood that the rebels moved towards 
them, whereupon they marched out to meet them. 
The Irish fired at a great distance, but our men stayed 
till they came within pistol shot, and then gave &em 
so warm a charge that they killed a great many of 
them, and put the rest to flight Colonel Lloyd, 
who commanded our men, left his foot to pursue the 
rebels, and, taking a little compass about with his 
horse, got into Boyle at one end of the town, just as 
the rebels entered at the other, beat them out again, 
and pursued them seven miles. Of the rebels 500 
were killed upon the place, and 3 colonels, with 40 
officers, and about 200 soldiers taken prisoners; and 
on our side we had, in this brave and remarkable 
action, but 20 men killed and wounded ; our men 
took, likewise, and carried back with them, 10,000 
head of cattle. We had about 4 troops of horse, 5 
of dragoons, and about 200 foot, and the Irish were 
5,000. For this happy success hia Grace had ordered 
all the cannon to be fired roimd the camp. The 
forces from Scotland are daily expected from Car^ 

lingford Amongst the prisoners taken," adds the 

same Gazette, as news from Chester, September SOth, 
" are Colonel O'Kelly, who commanded the party; 
Colonel Dillon, Colonel Burke, and 40 other com- 
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mission officers. The news of this extraordinMy 
success being brought to his Grace, the Duke of 
Schomberg, he caused all the cannon round his camp 
to be fired, and the like was done from the men of 
war, and the rest of the ships in the bay ot CarHng- 
ford. This day we hear, by a person who came from 
the camp on Sunday last, that the forces from Scotr 
land arrived that day at Carlingford, and that the 
Irish army was decamped." Story says, in his nar- 
rative of what occiured at Dundalk, that " upon the 
news, the Gteneral ordered all the Enniskillen horse 
and foot that were in the camp to draw out, and com- 
plimented them so far as to ride all along their line, 
with his hat ofi*; then he ordered the Dutch guards 
and the Enniskillen foot to draw into a line, to the 
right of our works, at the west end of the town, 
where they made three running fires, which were 
answered by the Enniskillen horse from their camp, 
and by the great gims upon our works, as also from 
our ships that lay in the mouth of the river. The 
enemy admired what all this rejoicing should be 
for, and were in some trouble, at first suspecting we 
had got some estraordinaiy news fi^m England, or 
that there was an army landed in the west of Ire- 
land (which they themselves must have known be- 
fore UB(a)). This action was further commemorated 
at the dme, by fashioning a manufacture of drinking 
glasses, in the shape of chalices, with long pedestals, 

(a) Impartial Review, p. 25. 
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and cut, round the bowl, with the words, " The 
Battle of the Boyle, the twentieth of September, 
1689"(a). 

Mac Carmick, it is to be observed, in his " Ac- 
count," before cited, suggests the death of Captain 
Weir, then popularly called Laird Weir, in this en- 
gagement of September, but it appears he recovered 
from his wounds, and, with the military ardour and 
perseverance natural to himself and hie countrymen, 
this descendant of the ancient family of the Weirs, 
of Graig-IIead(i), being then of the Enniskillen 

(a) One of this moold is pTeoerred at Mr. Uolloy's of Oak- 
port. 

(b) The intimftte and galknt coimezitm of the abore Alexan- 
der Weir, irith the earl; annale of the Revelation in tiaa Ticiiut;, 
the striking drcuniatuioeaf hia aon Bobert, then a boy, being at 
the camp, and on the field whoi bis father fell, the occaneace <d 
that parent's burial within the AbbejofBojle, and the monument 
commemorative of his fate, still traceable in the ascent of the 
Curlews' mountain, seem to justify the insertion here of a longer 
notice of his family ^an would, perhapa, under even these oir- 
oumstancea, be afforded for a clan of leas ancient origin, or less 
historic interests — In the twelfth century, numerous refugee* 
&om Flanders, settled on the banks of the Clyde. One of these, 
the prt^enitor of this family, was Baited de Yere (i), who lived 
in the reign of Malcolm the Fourth of Scotland, and witnessed a 
cbnrter of his successor. King WiUiam. This Baited had two 
sons, Walter and David. Walter (u.) was a great benefactor to 
that Abbey of Kelso, whose msgnificent remains are of those that 
yet consecrate the banks of the Tweed. His son and heir Ra- 
dulph, styled De Ver (iil), was a distinguished warrior ; and 
when William the Lion, King of Scots, in 1 174, fixed his camp 
at Alnwick, he was amonget the monarch's adherents, and there, 



id By Google 



THE BABONT OF BOTLE. 267 

dragoons, was selected, at his own request, to repair, 
with two troops of cavalry, and a company of foot, to 

on the Bignal Tictor; obtained by the famous JuHtlciarj GUuville, 
oyer the Scots, Eadnlph -was, with Us Sovereign, taken prisoner 
{CAalm. doled. toL iii. p. 741). On his subsequent release from 
captivity, and on the dearly-purchased restoratioQ of the Lion 
King, Badulph appears as one of the witnesses of bb £oyal grant 
to the Abbey of Cambuskenneth, as was his eldest son, Tbomu 
de Ver (iv.), to a charter of Boyal endowment to Kebo, in 1 266. 
Hia eldest son was Richard de Ver (v.), who iras succeeded by 
another Thomas (vi.), oneoftiie attesting witnesses to a donation 
to Kelso, in 1316. This Thomas is &a first recorded proprietor 
of Blackwood, in Lanarkshire, of which, however, the Brotherhood 
of Kelso were, in Scotch parlance, superit^s. H« died in the 
reign of Edward Bruce, leaving a son, Buan "Were" (vu.), who, 
with that spelling of the family name, witnessed a charter from 
David the Second, King of Scotland, to the Monastery of Kil- 
wyiinin. He died in the reign of Bobert the Second, leaving « 
ton, Botaldns Were (viil) who succeeded him, and as heir to his 
grandfather, Thomas, obtained a confirmatory grant from the 
Abbot of Kelso, of the lands of Blackwood and Dermondstone, de- 
scribed as previously enjoyed by his ancestor, and situated in the 
parish and barony of Lismahago, bearing date in the year 1404. 
He died iu the dme of James the Second of Scotland, and was 
succeeded by his heir, Thomas Were (ix.) of Blackwood, the &- 
ther of Robert Were (x.), who obtained, in 1479, from Robert, 
Abbot of Kelso, a charter of confirmation of various lands, de- 
scribed as within the Lordship of Blackwood, and Sheriffdom <tf 
Lanerk. He died soon after, leaving a son, Thomas "Weir" (xl) 
(so is the spelling then varied), likewise styled of Blackwood, and 
who had a similar confirmation, or renewal charter, of his estates, 
frtim the Abbot of Kelso, in 1526. He had also the patronage of 
St. Mary's Church of Lismahago, and dying, left a son, James 
Weir (xil), of Blackwood, who, in 1531, obtained an enlai^ed 
grant of his inheritance from the Abbot of Kdso, to hM thence- 
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Boyle- Abbey, " where they had some Bkirmishmg, 
after which the enemy disappeared ; but Captain 

fbrth in tail male; besides which he appears, on record, proprie- 
tor of the lands of Powneill, in Lanarkshire. In ItSSS, he was 
one of " the nobles and gentry, received back to the &Toar of 
Jamee the Sixth of Scotland (afterwards James Uie First of Eng- 
land), and was thereupon released from penalties of confiscation 
incurred by him {Aeti Pari. Scot.) Down to this James, the 
twelfth in lineal descent from Bolted De Vere, the pedigree is 
strictly proreable by the charters and grants faer^-before alluded 
to. Jamesdiedin 1595, bat, haTii^prerionsly married Eupbemia, 
of the illustrions house of Hamilton, who joined him in precepts 
of enfeoffment, and deeds of alienation, of record, he left issue 
by her sereral sons, through whom respective branches of this 
&mily direrged. James Weir, the eldest son and heir of said 
James and Euphemia, on the death of his father, inherited Black- 
wood, and, marrying a daughter of Lord Dathonste, left issue by 
her, George, of Blackwood, who married his own first ooosit^ 
Margaret, the daughter ofWilliam Weir, of Stanebyres ^tiieonly 
issue of which marriage having been a daughter, the male line o( 
Weir, in this the elder channel, became extinct, although the 
descendants of this female by her husband, William Lowrie, con- 
tinued to bear the arms and surname of Weir, being, by settlaneut, 
bound so to do ; and when, again, the line of the Lowrie- Weirs 
closed in a female, Catherine, who married, in 1 733, the Honour- 
able Charles Hope, of Craggie Hall, second son of Charles Hope, 
the first Earl of Hopetown, their issue also took the family name, 
styling themselves Hope-Wdrs. This liue of descent is proveable 
by the family conveyances, of record in Scotland. — William 
Weir, styled of Stanebyres, the second son of James the elder, by 
Eupbemia Hamilton, left a son, George, who was succeeded by his 
Bon William, who, with the style of "Sir William W^ of Stane- 
byres," was one of the Commissioners of War for Lanarkshire, in 
1647- His hdr, James Weir, was, in 167S, included in the Con- 
vention of the States for nusing a supply off Lanarkshire, in aid 
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Weir, with his troop, and another commanded by 
Captain Mayo, was ordered to remain at Boyle to 

of the Government, as he appears to have also been, in 1696, by 
the description of " Major James Weir of Kirkfield." He was 
Booceeded bj William Weir, who, as his heir, was seised of Stane* 
byrea, in 1710; after which all trace of the family through this, 
the second branch, is likewise lost. Of the third son of James 
Weir the elder, viz., Robert Weir, who was destined to con- 
tinue the male line, mention shall be made hereafW. A fourth 
son, John Wdr, of Powneill, was murdered in a family feud 
in 1592, diree years before the date of his iatiier's death ; heleft 
William, his heir, who was succeeded, in 1632, by Walter Weir. 
There were also Weirs of Clobume, and Weirs of Newton, who 
appear to have been junior branches of this &mily, and flourishing 
within Lanarkshire. Of Henry Weir, in theformer line, thereis 
a remarkable notice in BaJfour't Works, voL ii. p. 49, and the 
Acts of Parliament o/ SccUand liimish interesting particulars of 
his male descendants until thdr extinction about the year 1698, 
when the estate of Clobume passed, by marriage of the heiress, to 
Sir Andrew Kennedy (SamiUoti'a Laitarkthire, p. 64). — The 
abovenotioes of these now eitinct linesof James Weir (xil), are 
proved by inquisitions in the " Kecord of Betours of Scothmd." 
To return to Eobert Weir (xiii.), styled of Crdg-Head, a locality 
situated on the Slver Clyde, and more anciently called Fair-holm 
{Inquitition tf Lanark): an ancient pedigree, in the possession 
of the representative of this existing line, says, that Ais Bobert 
was married to a sister of Sir David Lindsay, by whom he had 
a son, Alexander Weir, and that, having offended the Duke of 
Hamilton, Viceroy of Scotland, under King James the First, of 
England, he sold or assigned his estate, about the year 1610, and 
emigrated to the north of Irdand, soon after which Craig-Head 
is imdoubtedly recorded as the property of James, Duke of Har- 
milton (/n^i«. ^Zatidrit, 1626). This removal was further in- 
duced by the concurrence of the plantation of Ulster, on which 
occamon, Sir Robert Hamilton, a connexion of his namesake of 
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reconnoitre, and give information by daily expresseB 
to Colonel Lloyd (then commanding at Sligo), of 

Craig-Head, became the first pateotee of DomeiiATOgber, 1500a. 
pbmtation measure, in the County Fermanagh, to hold on the 
prescribed statutable oonditimis. Within this district Robert 
Weir (xnL) obtsined, b; mcane assignment, a Bettlement, and ul- 
timately the higher title of a Royal patent, for the tatee of Dro- 
mengh, Droiaore, Usaaghin, TuUagarine, aUa* Tullymargee, &c 
described aa lying vitMn the middle proportion of Derreeoft- 
Togher. On that part called Btoaghin, Robert rended until bia 
death, vrbidi oocnned in 1633. Hia ton, Alexander (ziv.), died 
in the pmioos year, but having, in 1614, married Anne, daogh- 
ter of Sir John Dunbar, of Derrygonelly, in said County of Fer- 
managh, he left issue two sons, John and Alexander Weir, and 
throe daughters. On the breaking out of the civil war, in 164!, 
the widow, Anne, with her orphans, suSered sererely from the 
adherents of O'Neill, in the north, until, after seeking a tempo- 
rary shelter in the old Friary of Lisgoole, on the south side of 
Lough Enie, and sustaining there Uie perfidious consequences of 
a violated capitulation, Mrs. Weir was sufiered to escape to En- 
uiskilleD, with but one son, the above Alexander Weir (it.), 
then aged nine years, and hia sister Jane, alone saved ftom 
massacre ; there they remained, until the insurgents were driven 
out of Fermanagh. When Munroe, in his efforts to enlist the 
well-affected royalists of Iveland, came to Enniskillen, Alexander 
Weir engaged as a vohinteer with him in the Kill's army, imme- 
diately after which, in 1651, he fought and was wounded, at the 
battleofWorcester, wheretiponhe remained amongst hia rdatives 
in Scotland, until, on the Settlement of Ireland, he was, in 1 666, 
adjudicated compensation for his conduct aa one of the commis- 
sioned officers " who had served His Uajes^, or his Royal Father 
of blessed memory ;" he thereupon returned to his former resi- 
dence in the County Fermanagh, where he resided until tJie 
breaking out of the Revolution. In November, 1686, James, the 
son of Sir John Hume, of Castle-Hume, JMnUy with this Alex- 
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the movements of King James's army, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-General Sarsfield, consisting of 

ander Weir, raised && independent troop of horse, in support of 
the Priace of Orange, but, Mr. Hume having died before aaj ac- 
tion occurred, the command devolved upon Alexander War, who, 
in June, 1689, routed a party of King James's adbereats, at Bal- 
lyshannon, and, on his return to the head quarters in Enniskillen, 
being ordered out to intercept a large body of the enemy conaing, 
under the command of Lord Mountcashel, to assault that town, 
he, with Captain Martin Armstrong, achieved a memorable vic- 
tory at Newtown-Butler. Contemporaneous notices detail many 
drcumstances of Captain Weir's bravery, and military address, on 
that day. It was immediately after this, that he was ordered to 
garrison Boyle and report of Sarsfidd's movements; his informa- 
tion accordingly led to the engagement mentioned in the text, 
wherein he was mortally wounded, carried down into Boyle, and 
there dying, was buried within the Abbey, while the Lord King- 
ston caused that monument to be erected upon the spot where he 
fell, which is still traceable at Boherboy, as before alluded to, 
ante, pp. 83-4. This gallant officer lefC issue by his wife, Sarah 
Goodwin, two sons, Bobert and John ; the latter died young : ihe 
former, Robert Weir (xvi.), was bom in 1676, and, though but 
thirteen years of age at the time of the above engagement, was 
enrolled in his fetber's troop, and, upon his death, transferred to 
that of Brigadier Wolseley. He afterwards fought and was wounded 
at the Battle of the Boyne ; but, constant in his allegiance to King 
William, he carried arms in his cause at Athlone, Aghrim, and Li- 
merick, before which last place he remained until the capitulation, 
when, his regiment having been reduced, he was ftun to do service 
in that of Sir Henry Bellasis as a volunteer. Being subsequently 
restored to a portion of his family's estates, he married Anne, 
daughter of Captain Christopher Carleton, a distinguished officer 
of Cumberland ancestry; and dying in 1743, left issue by her, 
Alexander Weir, his eldest son, and several younger children, 
from one of whom has descended a branch of the Weirs that set" 
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12,000; Capttun Weir informed him (ColonelLloyd) 
that, unless he was reinforced, it would be out of his 

tied in the County Sligo early in tbe eighteenth century, and la 
now represented there by William Weir, Esq., of LakeTiew, im- 
mediately in the vicinity of Boyla Alexander Weir (xvii.), the el- 
dest Kin of Hobert, was a capt^o in the Fermanagh Militia, in 1745, 
when he interm&rried with Barbara, daughter of John Crozier, of 
Hagberadunbar, County Fermanagh, by whom be had issue two 
■one, Bobert and John, and one daughter, Barbara. John, the 
younger son, when a Lieutenant in the 43rd Regiment of Foot, 
was nominated one of the esquires to Sir Guy Carleton, upon his 
installation to the Knighthood of the Bath, in 1779, and was de- 
scribed in tbe patent of this appointment as second son of Alexan- 
der Weil, of Managhin, in the County of Fermanagh, while the 
particulars of bis descent and Lneage (as herein mentioned) were 
expressly acknowledged thereby, with the certified sanction of 
Garter and Clarencieux Kings- at- Arms, and an eremplification of 
armorials. He af^rwords served in the American war under Lord 
Cornwallis, where having tost his 1^, he died a captain in the41st 
Regiment of Invalids, in 161 1. He had married twice, but left no 
issue. His sister, Barbara, intermarried with John Johnson of 
Brook-hill, County Leitrim, wbe died leaving issue one son and two 
daughters. Robert Weir (xviil), the eldest sod of Alexander and 
Barbara, was a magistrate and Deputy- Governor of the County Fer- 
managh, and also served the ofGce of its High Sherifl*. He married 
Mary, daughter of Thomas Rynd, of Ballywhillin, in that county, 
and died in 1816, lcaviDgJohnWeir(xix.), hbonlysurvivingson 
and heir, who, having intermarried with Caroline Uary, daughter 
of JohnCharoley, ofBelcamp, County Dublin, has issue by her ee> 
veral children, sons and daughters. Bobert left also five daugh- 
ters, the eldest of whom, Mary, was married to John Phillips, 
Esq., of Edstone Hall, Stratford-upon-Avon, lat«Iy deceased, and 
has issue, two daughters, the eldest married to Darner Gallon, 
Esq., son and heir of Samuel Tertius Galton, Esq., of Duddeston- 
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power to maintain his position, of which, however. 
Colonel Lloyd took no notice, and Captain Weir 
continued at Boyle, with the troops under hia com- . 
mand, until the middle of November, when, on one 
evening of that month, he received intelligence, that 
General Sarsfield, with hia army, were within less 
than four miles of Boyle, upon which Weir, at seven 
o'clock at night, marched towards Sligo. Two miles 
from Boyle the enemy had thrown up an entrench- 
ment across the road, %t the foot of a mountain 
called the Curlews', which was manned. Captain 
Weir attacked the entrenchment, and soon carried 
it, but was immediately afterwards mortally wounded 
by a random shot through the body, of which he 
died in 24 hours, in the 57th year of his age, and 
was interred in a vault in Abbey-Boyle, the burial- 
place of Lord Kingston's family. Said Lord King- 
ston ordered a monxmientto be erected, on the height 
opposite where the said Captain Weir was killed, to 
his memory, the remains of which monument are 
still extant" ("■Account of the Family of Weir" 
MSS.) 

In August, 1691, Sir Robert King, being at 
Boyle, wrote, in the following terms, in relation to 
this country, to the Honourable Colonel Caulfield, 
then commander-in-chief at Athlone : " We are here 



House, Warwickshire, bj Frances Anne Violetta Darwin, dangli- 
ter of Doctor Erasmus Darwin, equally celebrated as a physician 
and a poet 
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mskiDg upour several troops of militia, pursuant to 
the Government's commands, uid for the preservation 
of this side of the county (near to which lie 2,000 
of O'Donnel's deserters), but we are in the greatest 
want of ammunition, having some fire-arms, but nei- 
ther powder nor ball to use them, which makes me 
desire the favour of you to order out of the stores 
there, only half a barrel of powder, and the like pro- 
portion of musket-balls, in which you will oblige 
many, and Sir, your most humble servant, 

" ROBEET KiNfl." 

On the 4tli of September following, the same Sir 
Robert, communicating from Boyle with the Ho- 
nourable Colonel Lloyd, then Governor of Athlone, 
says: "Sm, — By a letter which the High SheriflTs 
coroner sent him, I see your care of this country, 
and the desire you have to preserve it, which I can- 
not propose a shorter way of doing than what you 
say, of sending an engineer, who can be a judge of the 
usefulness of some place of strength, of which it has 
yet none, and the hank it will be on all the enemies 
round about it. Boyle was always thought a place 
so convenient for keeping the great pass over the 
Curlews, that it never wanted a part of the army to 
guard it ; and by order of my Lord of Ormonde, 
when Lord Lieutenant, an order of council was is- 
sued for building a fort near it, though the work was 
rather begim dian finished, as your engineer, whom 
I wish here now, will find when he comes. I was 
on Wednesday at our camp, near Colooney, six miles 



idbyGoOgk 



THB BABONT OF BOTLE. 275 

from Sligo, where Sir Albert Conyngham com- 
plaioed to me of his want of horse, to make the 
duty of the tax»ops he had more easy, about which I 
have wrote to Captain Ormsby, that a supply may 
be sent out of our militia, but fear he cannot do it, 
ours being yet bo ill provided, O'Donnel's men 
come in to him, but not so fast ae, perhaps, he ex- 
pected, or,- 1 beUeve, will, as soon as they see our 
anny set down to the siege, for we have yet many 
of them in the woods, on both sides of us, imder the 
command of one Con O'Eourke, to whom, as I had 
this morning intelligence, a hundred joined him last 
night, as by the enclosed you may partly see. There 
is one Mac Sweeny has a party of about 100, well 
armed, in the same woods (Moygara), four miles 
from this; and, thoiigh their numbers are so great to 
the Sheriff's twenty men (all that he has here), and 
our yet unsettled militia, they have not yet ventured 
on us, nor durst, could you favour us with a com- 
pany of your men. I could give you a better account 
of things, from tjme to time, were there a post set- 
tled here, as used to be, which a line from you to 
the Government would procure." On the same 
day Toby, or Theobald, MuUoy, the Sheriff of the 
County Roscommon, above alluded to, also wrote to 
Colonel Lloyd as follows : — " Honourable Sir, — I 
find by my colonel, that you have sent a party towards 
Lough Glyn, with which, with the help of God, I 
will join part of my men, that be at Castle-Plunket 
to-morrow or next day at farthest I am by the Go- 
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vemment commanded here (Boyle), witli twenty of 
my men, which ie a very inconsiderable party for so 
great a post, consideriDg our eaemiee are bo great 
in several numbers very near us. They are those, 
or most of those, that deserted O'Donnel. One Conell 
O'Rourke, one of the deserters from O'Donnel, is now 
erecting a garrison at a place called Moygara, within 
four miles of this place If you could spare us a foot 
company here, and an engineer to put the place in a 
way of defence, which is easy to be done, it would 
be the only safety of all this county, for it is a great 
pass. Sir Robert King gives you his humble ser- 
vices, and, if you be pleased to ^ve a company to 
our wishes, he would be glad it was Captain Allen 
that should be the officer. The place will be very 
good quarters for O'Donnel, and the part of his men 
that has not deserted him; and Sir Albert Conyng- 
ham'a regiment are now encamped near SHgo. The 
number of O'Donnel's men I cannot tell you, for 
they are not all come in to hira as yet" 

On the following day H. Gorges intimated to the 
same Colonel Lloyd, " We have this morning been 
attacked atBaloony (Colooney) by a strong party of 
firelocks, and being, unfortunately, taken at a great 
disadvantage, for the morning was so great a fog 
that they were amongst our tents before we were 
any way prepared, and it being a country full of 
ditches and bogs, our men, when mounted, could do 
no good, so that we were forced to retreat to this 
place, and leave all our tents and all our baggage be- 
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hind, and, which was our greatest loss, our colooel, 
poor Sir Albert, aa he was mounting, his horse was 
unruly and broke awaj, and,in spite of what we could 
do, was made prisoner, and carried off; we are in an 
iU case, as you can imagine, for our men have not a 
tent or cloak amongst them, or anything but what is 
on our backs, and here we are, surrounded, and know 
not what to do till we hear from you; pray send ue 
Sir Harry's orders quickly, for we cannot continue 
in this condition, nor be able to take the field this 
year, having neither tents nor cloaks for our men, 
and sevet^ other accoutrements are lost; therefore, 
if we be not sent somewhere to quarter, before bad 
weather comes in, we shall all be ruined. O'Don- 
nel is with ms, and escaped the narrowest that ever 
man did from being taken, and, if they had got him, 
he had presently been hanged. If you can presently 
come to us it would be veiy convenient I am, 
dear Colonel," &c. 

On the 10th of the same month Lord Granard, 
who had marched from Athlone to relieve Boyle, 
wrote thence to Baron de Ginkle, the commander-in- 
chief, at Limerick : " May it please your Excellency, 
by the Lords Justices' appointment, I met about 1500 
of the Northern and Dublin Militia, in Athlone, 
whom I conducted to this place. Their commands 
is, with the assistance of Colonel Michelbum, who 
is not yet joined me, to endeavour the reduction of 
Sliga I tJiought it my duty to acquaint your Ex- 
cellency in what posture I find the enemy diere, 
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who, under pretence of ihe late cessation, fattve 
stored themselTeB with a vast deal of com and cat- 
tie, and are grown confident by the little success tbej 
had, in surprising and killing Sir Albert Conyng- 
ham. Their number, to the best of my information, 
within the fort of Sligo, consists of 3,000 men. I 
have sent O'Donnel, who pretends a great deal of 
zeal to serve your Excellency, forthwith, to invest 
BaUymote, a place possessed by the enemy, whither 
I intend to march to-morrow, although the ai^- 
m«ita I have to persuade them to surrender, is one 
12 pounder, and two small field-pieces, which, al- 
though it may be enough for that place, would be too 
little against Sligo. I have seen a letter from Sars- 
field to an Irish gentleman here, that he expects 
daily supplies from France, and assures him, our 
fleet before Limerick will be surprised. Although I 
neither believe nor fear it, yet I thought it my duty 
to acquaint your Lordship with what I hear of that 
kind," &c. It appears from a subsequent letter, in 
the Collection of Manuscripts, in Trinity College, 
fit>m which the foregoing ori^al letters have been 
here copied, that Sligo surrendered to this Lord Gra- 
nard in six days after the date of the above. 

In 1693, Robert, the second Lord Kingston (ne- 
phew of Sir Robert King, then of Boyle), conveyed 
to trustees the castle, manor, and lands of Newcas- 
tle, two ploughlands in Clongibbon, and part of the 
manor of Mitchelstown, in the Counties of Tipperary 
and Cork, for building, endowing, and establishing 
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for ever, a College in or near the borough of Boyle, 
to be called by the name of Kingston College. The 
trustees to stand seised of the premises, after they 
were secured by Act of Parhament, or other legal 
ways, to the intent that a College, or free school, 
should be founded and estabUshed under a master 
and usher, with a chapel, and apartments for the 
master, usher, and chaplain; and with also an Alms'- 
house for the reception of 20 poor widows; the 
school to be appropriated for educating in Enghsh, 
Latin, and Greek, such boys, bom of parents Hving 
in the town or barony of Boyle, as should be ap- 
proved of for admittance by the trustees, their heirs 
and successors, or the major part of them, in writing 
under their hands and seals (Sir KobeitKing and his 
heir to be always one). The deed of endowment pro- 
vided, that, irfter the erection of the College, and the 
allocation of £120, yearly, to the master and usher, 
and of £20 to the chaplain, £400 p^ annum should 
be appropriated for the maintenance of 20 poor wi- 
dows of deceased mioisters or curates, within the 
8u&a^nseesof the province of Tuam,&c. In 1698, 
the above Sir Eobert, by his will, further directed, 
that a free school should be settled in the town of 
Boyle, with £50 per annum to the master, for which 
annuity, and maintaining the school, he bequeathed 
to his executors all his impropriate tithes in the 
Counties of Roscommon and Sligo, or elsewhere, to 
be disposed of, either to the use of such school or 
schoolmaster, or to the use of his eldest son's chap- 
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lain, or to the poor of Boyle, as hia said executor 
Bhoiild, from time to time, direct But none of these 
grants have had operaUon, and, it would seem, they 
were designed without power to legalize such sub- 
traction from the inheritance. 

Amongst the CommissioneTS, to whom the assess- 
joent and receipt of the poll-tax off the County of 
Roscommon, for the service of the State, was in- 
trusted, in 1695, 1697, and 1698, were Sir Robert 
King, Sir Edward Crofton, and Sir Arthur Cole, 
baronets; Sir Oliver St George, knight and baronet; 
John King, John French, Heniy Dodwell, George 
Crofton, Toby Mulloy, &c. &c. The total amount 
assessed in this barony, in the first year, waa 
£295 7s. Id. 

The chief claims entered and prosecuted at Chi- 
chester House, in 1700, as attaching to forfeited es- 
tates within this part of the old barony, were No. 
1034, in which Arthur French, in right of his wife, 
claimed an estate in fee, by marriage articles of 
1676, in the castle and quarter of Canbo, and se- 
veral other lands in the Counties of Sligo and Ros- 
common; and No. 2355, whereby Richard Lloyd, 
Esq., claimed an estate in fee, as heir-at-law to his 
eldest brother, Thomas Lloyd, who was seised by 
patent of the 26th of October, 1666, in Enagh, one 
quarter,! 92 A. ; DromynB,o/Mw Killappogue,Bunreagh, 
and ten acres, part thereof, held sometime by one 
Iriel Farrel, " who pretended a right thereto." — Soon 
after which the trustees, in whom these forfeited es- 
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tates were Tested, conveyed, according to tlie Sta- 
tute 11 William UX, the rectories impropriate, ad- 
vowflons of vicarages, and other profits of (inter 
aUa) Aidcame, Emblagh, &c., forfeited in fee by 
the attainder of Lord Bophin and Viscount Galway, 
to be held in trust for the perpetual augmentation of 
their respective vicarage8(o). In 1717, the Charter 
school was erected in Boyle, for 32 boys, as was 
another, about the same time, at Estersnow. Ale- 
mande, writing on the monastic state of Ireland at 
this period, saye, "there are Catholic Abbots of 
Boyle, but they live incognito when they are in 
Ireland." 

In 1729, Boyle was but a two-day post, and bo 
continued until 1760, in which latter year no stage- 
coach approached this town nearer than to Athlone 
at Bouth, OF Cavan at north, nor was it untU 1788, 
that coaches were started from DubUn to Granard, 
Longford, Leitrim, and Boyle, respectively; the last, 
while it ran, performed the journey in two days, but 
was soon discontinued. In 1770 the town became 
a three-day, and in 1798, a eix-day post 

In 1765, the site of the parochial church was, by 
order of council, removed from Isselyn to Boyle j 
and in 1774, the cemeteiy of the latter received its 
first morttd offering, the Reverend John Byrne, Vi- 
car of KUcorkey, having been interred there. 

On the Union, Robert Lord Erris, as executor of 

(a) Patent Roll in Chancery. 
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Robert, then late Earl of Kingston, claimed and re- 
ceived £15,000 aa his compensation for the abolition 
of the Borough of Boyle. A ceneus of the popula- 
tion, taken at this time, reports the total number of 
houses in Boyle aa 293, of which 74 were assessed in 
£133 for the window-tax, and the remaioing 219 
exempted; while 63 were assessed to hearth-money 
in £55, and 230 exempted therefrom. In 1801, the 
late Board of First Fruits granted £50 towards pur- 
chasing a glebe in Boyle; and £100 towards building 
a glebe-house there; and, in 1802, an episcopal 
union was formed, by which the vicar^ of Boyle 
was included, with seven others, in one benefice, the 
patronage of which was in the Diocesan. That ar- 
rangement has, however, been recently altered, and 
the existing union of Boyle with Kilnamanagh and 
Ahanagh established, as before alluded to. 

In 1829, Robert Knott, then of Boyle, bequeathed 
£200 in trust, the yearly interest thereof, at the rate 
of £5 per cent., to be applied in the purchase of 
blankets for distribution, before Christmas, to such 
poor families, in the town of Boyle, aa Lord Lorton 
and his heirs, and the successive vicars of Boyle, 
might select. 

It only remains here to take the first opportunity, 
that the chronological arrangement of this section 
admits, to correct, according to information but very 
recently received, the statistics of the parish of Tum- 
na, of which it was said (ante, p. 117), that " there 
is no church therein:" and certainly there is none 
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on the ancient site to attract local observatioii ; a 
plain, but neat, structure, in the Gothic style, and car 
pableofaccommodatingupwardsof200per8OH8,ha8, 
however, been erected on the townland of Lustia, near 
Battle-bridge, at a considerable distsnce &om the old 
site, and on the opposite side of the there wide river 
of Boyle. The funds, on which this structure was 
erected, were exclusively appropriated by the late 
Lady Rosse, and its consecration took place in Sep- 
tember, 1839. Close to it is a glebe-house, to the 
erection of which the Bishop of Kilmore contributed 
£200, Lord Lorton £100, Mr. Barton £180, and 
Mr. Peyton £20. Attached to this ie a glebe of 13 
acres, subject to £12 yearly rent It may be added, 
that there are two schools maintained in this parish 
by the Church Education Society, in which about 
100 children are stated to be educated ; and, in re- 
ference to the two fairs before mentioned (ante, 
p. 118), as held at Cootehall, though licensed by 
patent, and still noted in the almanacks, they have 
been of late years discontinued. 
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